
At the McCord Museum in Montreal, Canada, there are quite a few pictures of May and Wolff 
family members. Each picture below has an embedded link that goes to the McCord Museum web 
site where each photo can also be viewed. 
 
Thomas May married Ida Wolff. Ida had a number of siblings including: Richard , George Moritz 
Otto (known as Otto) and Alice Wolff. Thomas May had a half-brother Frederick who married 
Ida Wolff’s sister Clara Mathilda Wolff.  The photographs below were all taken by William 
Notman a Scottish emigrant to Canada who had a very successful career photographing Montreal 
society in the middle of the nineteenth century. The location of all these photographs is Montreal. 
There are two “Richard Wolffs” - the one photographed 1861-63 is plain “Richard Wolff” the one 
in 1882 is “Richard de Wolff” but I reckon they are the same person.  
 

 
Mrs. [Ida] (Wolff) May, 1861 (1015.1) 

 
Mrs. [Ida] (Wolff) May, 1862 (I-2379.1) 

 
Mr. [Thomas] May, 1861 (I-1035.1) 

 
Fred May, 1863 (I-7779.1) 

 
Thomas May, 1863 (I-7751.1) 

 
Fred May, 1863 (I-7780.1) 
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Mr. [Thomas] May, 1861 (I-1014.1) 

 
Thomas May,1863 (I-7752.1) 

 
F. May, 1867 (I-24586.1) 

 
F [rederick]. May, 1867 (I-24587.1) 

 
Mr. [Fred] May, 1861 (I-1774.1) 

 
Thomas May, 1863 (I-7781.1) 

 
R. Wolff and F. May tobogganing, 1867 (I-24599.1) 

 
Messrs. R. Wolff and F. May, 1867 (I-24601.1)  

Also I-24600.1 
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R. Wolff and F. May tobogganing, 1867 (I-24598.1) 

 
Fred May 1870 (I-41805.1) 

Also  I-41806.1 (BUT mis-identified as T. A. May) 

 
Mr. F. May and his dog, 1866-67 (I-24412.1) 

 
Mr. F. May and dog, 1866-67 (I-24413.1) 

 
Mr. Hill and Mr. F. May,1869-70  (I-41803.1)  

 
Mr. Hill and Mr. F. May,1869-70 (I-41804.1) 

 
Mr. [Thomas] May's girl and boy, 1861  (I-367.1) 

 
Mr. [Thomas] May's girl and boy, 1861 (I-368.1) 
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Mr. May’s two boys, 1861 (-347.1) 

 
After a fire, Thomas May's Building,  McGill Street, 

Montreal, QC, 1901 
 THE WOLFF FAMILY 

 
Mr.[Otto] Wolff 1861 (I-1036.1) 

 
O. Wolff, 1863 (I-8381.1) 

 
Richard Wolff, 1867 (I-24555.1) 

 
Richard Wolff, 1867  (I-24578.1) Also 24579 

 
Richard Wolff, 1867 (I-24577.1) 

 
Otto Wolff, 1861 (I-1775.1) 
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Richard Wolff, 1867 (I-24580.1) 

 
Richard Wolff, 1867 (I-24581.1)  

 
Richard Wolff, 1867  (I-24576.1)  

  
Richard Wolff, 1867 (I-29519.1) 

  
Richard Wolff, 1867 (I-29520.1)  

 
Mrs. R. Wolff, 1867 (I-29319.1) 

 
Mrs. R. Wolff, 1867 (I-29320.1)  

 
Otto Wolff, 1863 (I-8379.1) and 8381 
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Otto Wolff, 1863 (I-8380.1)  

 
Otto Wolff, 1862 (I-2885.1)  

 
Otto Wolff, 1863 (I-10000.1) listed as ‘Wolfe’ 

 
Otto Wolff, 1863 (I-10001.1) listed as ‘Wolfe’ 

 
O[tto] Wolff in carriage at William Notman’s studio, 1862 (I-3138.1) 

 
Miss A[lice] Wolff, 1867 (I-27541.1)  

 
Miss Alice Wolff, 1867 (I-27540.1) 
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Miss Alice Wolff, 1867 (I-27542.1)  

 
Miss Alice Wolff, 1867 (I-27543.1) 

 
Richard de Wolff, 1882 (II-64935.1) 

 
Richard de Wolff, 1882 (II-64933.1) 

 
Richard de Wolff, 1882 (II-64934.1) 

INSPIRATIONS - THE NOTMAN PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHIVES EXHIBITION: 2008 
Below the exhibition poster showing Richard Wolff and a modern day Canadian. 
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The photographs below do not have enough information to make a very positive identification and so these may not be 
family members. The two girls below are from 1861-62 and are labeled Missie May.  

 
(Item No. I-4265.1) 

 
(Item No. I-1016.1)  

Below Miss E. May, Miss May, Mrs. Wolff, Miss Wolff, a Miss E. Wolff and a Miss Wolff, etc. 
Again, how likely these are to be “our” Wolff and May family remains in the balance although 
living with Thomas and Ida May was Thomas’s sister Eliza May who probably is Miss E. May; 
the others we are not so sure. 

 
Miss E. May, 1861 (/I-1772.1) 

 
Miss E. May, 1861 (I-1773.1)  

 
Miss May, 1861 (I-1448.1) 

 
Miss E. Wolff, 1861 (I-1788.1) 
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Mrs. or Miss May, 1861 (I-11650.1) 

 
Mrs Wolff, 1862 (I-2174.1) 

 
Miss Wolff, 1863 (I-6546.0.1) 

 
Lilly and Alice May,1862  

(there was an Alice May but not a Lilly  
as far as we know) 
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