The Death of William Harris as Reported by Various Newspapers.

William Harris was the son of Major-General Philip Harris. He was born 16" June 1849 at
Mussoorie, India, and he died on 28™ November 1876 at Rawal Pindi. What follows are newspaper
clippings that describe what happened to William on the day he died.

His grave is at Rawalpindi and the headstone reads - "Sacred to the memory of William Harris.
Lieutenant 21st Regiment Punjab Infantry who was shot dead by a sepoy of his regiment at
Rawulpindee on the 28th November 1876."

A Tablet in Christchurch, Rawalpindi (below) reads - "To the glory of God and in affectionate
memory of Lieutenant William Harris. 21st Regiment PNI. Suddenly called to his rest at
Rawalpindi the 28 Nov. 1876. Aged 27 yrs. The lectern was presented by his brother officers."”

The first report appeared in The Times of India on 29 November 1877.

—
"MURDER OF AN OFFICER.
(¥ROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

_ RAWUL PINDEE, Nov. 23

Liout. William Harris, 2{st Puujab lufaotry, has

been deliberately shot dead by an Afghau sepoy

of his regiment whilst practising ball firing. The

a88assin was arrested,



The Times of India 08 Dec 1876
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THE MURDER OF LIEUT, HARRIS,
————e
(FROM OUR QWK CORBESPONDENT,)

RAWAL PINDEE, Dzo, 1,

It is seldom that one witnesses such conslernation
and grief a8 were displayed hero last Tuesday “morn.
ing, when intelligence was brought in that poor
| Liout, William Harrig, of the 51st Punjab Native In.
‘| fantry, had been shot dead by a murderous, blood.
‘| thirsty Afghan sepoy of bis own regimont, The.

sceno of the catastrophe was at the regimental butts,
where o geotion of recruits werg going through g pre.
1| Himinary course of ball practice under Lt, Harrig' oome

mand, It appears the scotion had done very badly,
snd Lt, Harris consured the worst shots, The slight
v} and well-merited oensures administered seems to have
.| incensed the Afghan, who in a mowentary fit of pas-
siou stepped suddenly forward, and after ‘siming at
the target wheeled round and deliberately discharged
| bis rifle 8t Lt. Harris, who fell mortally Wounded, ‘The
sepoy cndeavoured to effect his escape, 88d acoording.
“'ly made away towards an adjoining field, the wholg -
scction Bring after him, without however hitting him,
Once under cover tho asstssin di§c_l§urgedvﬁva rounds .
at his pursuers, happily without hittiog anyone, when,
liaviog expended all his ammunition, he surrendered,
and was immediately rewoved into custody, " Lieat,

Harris was buried on Wednesday morning midst -
the universal grief of- all who knew him, The
cortego that followed his remains was an‘\impoaing‘
one, congisting of almost every European . offioer,
civil aud military, in the station, and the whole of the -
uative officers and men of tho 3lst P, N, I, Great .
sywpothy is folt for Major Harris, brother- of. {he
deceaged, who commands the 11th N, I, stationed here,
The murderer has Dbeen tried by court martig), and
the proceedings sent up to army head-quarters for
confirmation, There is little doubt as fo what the sen«
tence will be, but it is to be regretted {hatany-delay .
sbould have been allowed to take place ‘in the execu.
tion of the misoreant. Summary punishment in cases
of this sort is the only effectual means of making an
impression on the natives, Thero are, of courss, many
wild opinions expreesed in connexion with this upe
fortunate occurrence, some tending to- establich a -
paraliel between it and cvents which preceded the
mutiny of 1875 ; but, from the clotest enquiry, there -
ssems to be no room for believ'ing that a apirit oé ine
subordination or disloyalty exists amongst the men of
the 21t P, N. I or any of the other native corps le-
| onted in these parte. Ab any ate, it is satisfactory
foel that sho Llind confidence reposed in the native
soldiery prior to 1857, which resulted: so disae.
trously, no longer exists, and that the first sigus of
disloyalty on their part will be visited with prompt, .
‘| and there is little dgubt, effectual punishient. "




The English Newspapers
Birmingham Daily Post, Tuesday, December 5, 1876

Lieutenant Hoarris, 21st Punjeub Infantry, has beon shot
dead at ride practice by a Pathan Sepoy, with whom he
had found fauls for bad shooting. The murderer, fixin
his bayonet, ran away, firing ab other officers and men til
his smmunibion was expended, whon ha surrendered,
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The exact same same paragraph above appeared in the following newspapers:
The Bury and Norwich Post, and Suffolk Herald, Tuesday, December 05, 1876
Nottinghamshire Guardian, Friday, December 08, 1876

The Graphic, Saturday, December 9, 1876

The Bucks Herald, Saturday, December 09, 1876

Aberdeen Weekly Journal, Wednesday, December 13, 1876

Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, Saturday, December 09, 1876;

’ e e—ee— A ———
URDER OF AN ENGLISH OFFk!:
BY A SEPOY.
The Times Caleuita correspondent, telegraphing
on Sunday, says:—Licutenant Harrls,
21st Punjaub Infantry, has been shot dead ab rifls
71 practice by a Pathan Bepoy with whom he [Asd
‘ fonud fault for bad shooting. The muederor)]
| hxing his bayonet, ran sway, firlng at othey
' oflicers and men 411 his ammunition was oxpended,
when he surrenderad,
: ————e— [

Below, The Pall Mall Gazette, Tuesday, January 2, 1877



| THE MURDER OF AN ENGLISH OFFICER LY A SEPOY.

A correspondent of the Times of Indre at Rawul Pindee gives somne par-
ticulars of the murder, already reported by iclegraph, of Licuteaant William
Fureis, of (ke 215t Punjaub N.L, by a sepoy in that regiment. The writer
SAYS §

T he scere of fhe mtastvoplic was ot the vegimentel butis, where a section of recmmite
were going through a preliccing-y conrse of bha'l practice wnder Lieutenant Harris's
ermmnand, It eppears the fection had dome wvery badly, and Lieutepanl Harls con-
sue?, the worst shots,  The slight and well-merited censnres admintsterad seems to have
incersad the sepuy (an Afphan), who in o momentary fit nF'I)a_“irfn stepped swldenly
forward, end after aiming at che target whesled round aod del Sectely discharged
his rifle ab 1ieaterant Earrls, who fell mortally woundad, The sepoy endeawnarad 1o
efiect bis escupe, anl accordingly made away toworls an adjeining ficll, the whols
section fring after him, without, Lowever, hitting Lim. Ouex weder cover the assassin
dischargerd bve rounds at his pursuzrs, bappily without hittingy acy oae, when, having
expended all Lis awpmamizion, he surrendered, and was immatuately removad inta
custody,  Liewtenant Harrs wes buried e nexl momiog milst the weiversal griel ol all
whe krew him,  Grezet sympathy is felt for Major Farels, brother of the daeznsed, who
commails Jue Teth Native Infantry stationed here. The murderer haz besn tried by
convt-mertial, and the proesedings seat up tu army head-guarters for confirmatio:n.

The Sheffield & Rotherham Independent, Wednesday, January 03, 1877

THE MURDER OF AN ENGLISH OFFICER
BY A SEVOY,

A rarrespondant. of the 7iwes o/ /ndiac ar Rawcl
Fincee gives soms pertisalam of tha rurdar, alveaty
raported by tolegraph, of Ligutonart Willlam Harris,
ol tke Zle Jupjeud N1, by o sepoy 1o thak régimant,
Ihe writce 3759, The oocoo of ‘éc sarastrcpho was ol
tae regizmenial batte, where a eectiva of recrul s wore
guing tkrosgh & &nhu:nu,v oourse cf ball peectice
urdoer Licctcrant Murriss commard, LS appcars the
seotioe: Bal dene vary bedly, nad Licatosants Haeris
consured 'ho woret shots, oo slight and well-mecited
ceasares adwinlstered seom to lave incensed 3hosepcy
(an Afyhon), whx in a vometary (3 of pasaies
siapped reddenly foewstd, aod sftae alm'ng A the
target wheeled roucd ard de2berstely Hisehargal aia
wiin st Lisutenant Earsis, wko foll morally woundsd,
The sepoy cedeavourcd 1o ¢ffect his eosape, nud sovund-
ig'y made away towarcs au aljuiunyg feld, tha wnnla
section Erivg afler ke withon®, nowavae, alting hin.
Ours unger gorer the azeaszin dischsrged five rcunda
At 5ly pursgers, Bapplly witheu: Eitiieg nny oog
wher, kevicg expeocid ol his omumuniiicn, Eo sar-
rendered, uoc was luwedisdely rewoved fn castody.
Tdenemant Tiarets was Yorled the nec: morubig swids,
the tnisersnl grief of ull woo tnew bim, Grms syme
pacby b felt for Major Harsls, drothar o' ha da.
ooscd, w20 commands tha Jlth Natlve Irntantey,
etationed hare, Tau murdsrer has besn trd by ecurt-
wurisl, and the grocesCioge s¢al up o ermy 20ad
quaren fo- coofrmation.

Hampshire Telegraph and Sussex Chronicle, Saturday, January 6, 1877



The Times of India 21% Dec 1877

THE sepoy whe shot Lieutenant Harris was hanged
on KFriday morning outside the jail at Rawul Pindes,
Thé exocution whs almost a private one, only small
detachments from ench regiment being present. This
was done partly out of respeot to the feelings of the
man's former ocomrades, and partly because a grand
parade would have been altogether to his satisfactiog.
}‘he cvoning before, the murderer asked leave to bid
arewell to his brother, algo a prisoner in the jail—a
| viper's brood apparently, The brother congratulated
) | him ou the orime, *Yes, 1 did well," was the answer,
.| but I meant to have shot Colonel Stewart slso,”
) | Colonel Btewart was on tho rango at the tlme of the
, murder, and was in command of the fring party,

The Bath Chronicle, Thursday, January 11" 1877

Princess Of TNE HUUSY UL SLuumiwr s caowi

who shot and killed Lieut, W, Harris, of the
m;lc?l f’m Native Infantry, bas been seutenced to be
B H6e Frcuch Brefet do Police haa seued an order that

—f aZal.

The Irish Times gave a quite detailed description of the murder on 3" January 1877 based on the
original The Times of India account.



THE MURDER OF AN ENGLISH OFFICER
'BY A SEAPOY.

A correspondent of the Timeaof India at Rawuplindes
Eifc! some particulars of the murder, alveady reported
y telegraph, of Lieutsnant William Harrls, of “the
218t Punjab Native Infantry, by a Sepoy in that re-
giment, T'he writer saya the scene of tll:: catastrophe
wasab the regimental busts, where n mection of re
cruita wero golng through a preliminary course of
ball practice undor Lieutenant Harrls' command, It
appears the seolion had gone on very badly, and
Lioutonant Haorris censured the worse shots. The
1olight and well.-merited consure seems to have in-
censed o Hepoy (an .&ﬂhgsn&, who stepped suddenly
forward, and after aiming at the target wheeled round
and deiiberately shot Lioutenaut Harris dead. 'The
Sepoy tried to effect his escape, andfaccordingly made
away towards an wdfolnine field, the whole sactinn
firing after him, withoutd however, bitting him, Once
uuder c¢over, he discharged five rounds at his pur-
suers, ha pil{ without hitting any one, when, havin
expended all bis ammunition, ke wurrendered, ad
1 was jinmediately removed in custody, Lieutenant
arris wag buried next murcing amid the uni.
vareal grief of all who knew bim, The murdsrer has
®en tried by anurt-martial, and the proceedings sent
upto the army headquarters for confirmation.

In February 1877 William’s replacement was announced (not sure what a Wing Office is):

CEAL QRE O RIR ADT IS : N : L Co
15t N I—-Capt I W Collls, attachéd (oficiating Wing Com-
‘mander,) to bo Wing Gtlicer, vice Lilent Harrls, doseased,

tnnd A T 1 dane - Wamers ta hs Wine atlinoan



