ORIGINAL ANECDOTES or Mr. WILLIAM BAKER.

WiiLiAM BAKER, a learned printer, (fon of Mr. Wm.
Baker, a man of moft amiable charatter and manners, and
of great claffical and mathematical learning, and more than
forty years mafter of an academy at Reading, Berks,) was
born in the above town in the year 1742. He was from
his infancy a boy of a very grave turn; feldom, if ever,
joining in the ufual juvenile fports of his fchoolfellows,
but fpending the hours allotted to amufement, as well as
the vacations, in his father’s library. His applications were
fuch, in the mathematics, and afterwards in claffical pur-
fuits, as greatly to injure his health, and even to endanger
his life. The great progrefs he had made determined his
father (who was hiffelf originally intended for the church)
to wifh to get him into holy orders, to which alfo his own
inclinations led him, efpecially as they were at that time
flattered by a dignitary of the churcli*whofe encourage-
ment and intereft gave him hopes of fuccefs in the very
moderate views he had entertained ; but the friendfhip of
this great man ended, as too frequently happens, in empty
promifes and difappointments. He was then put appren-
tice to Mr. Kippax, printer, in Cullum-ftreet, London ;
a bufinefs which, as it had fo clofe a conneétion with lite-
rature, feemed to meet his approbation ; and his even and
contented difpofition made him eafier than perhaps many
young menwould have been under the difappointment he
had met with. In his new way of life, the fame indefa-
tigable induftry was purfued in the attainment of learn-
ing ; his leifure hours were employed, as formerly, with
the beft of the ancients ; and this was frequently his em-
ployment while others were afleep. To enable himfelf to
encreafe the fmall collection of books he poffefled, he ufed,
while an apprentice, to work over-hours at his bufinefs,
for which he was allowed certain perquifites, which he
chiefly applied in the purchafe of the beft editions of the
claflics ; which collection at his death, although not very
numerous, was very choice, and was purchafed by Dr.
Lettfom. Before he had attained his twenty-firft year, the
great exertion to which this way of life fubjetted him
had again fo undermined his health, that a very eminent
phyfician and friend of his gave very little hopes of his
reftoration. Emaciated and reduced by fpontaneous he-
morrhages, hettic fever, cough, &c. his life was moft fe-
verely threatened : by the aid of country air, medicine, &c.
he once more recovered. On the death of Mr. Kippax,
he took up his bufinefs, which he carried on till his death,
firlt in Cullum-ftreet, and afterwards in Ingram-court,
im partnerfhip with Mr. Galabin; who was many years in
the common-council of Langbourne-ward, and afterwards
bridgematfter of the city of London. Amongft his'acquaint-
ance may be mentioned fome men of the firft eminence in
letters, viz. Dr. Oliver Gold{mith ; Dr. Edmund Barker;
the Rev. James Merrick, tranflator of Tryphiodorus and
author of many other pieces; Mr. Robert Robinfon; the
Rev. Hugh Farmer; the Rev. Czfar De Mifly, one of
the French chaplains to the king ; James Elphinfton, Efq.
&c. &c. An elegant correfpondence in the Latin lan-
guage, between him and Mr. Robinfon, and fome letters
of enquiry into difficulties in the Greek language, which
&till exift, are at once fo many proofs of his great erudition
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and the opinion entertained of him by fome of the firft
fcholars. Such was his extreme modefty, that many among
his oldeft and moft familiar acquaintance, whofe inclina-
tions had not led them to the fame purfuits, were per-
fetly ignorant of his great learning ; and, even in com-
panies where it was the topic of difcuffion, his opinion
could never be known without an abfolute appeal to his
judgment, and fuch companies he has many times quit-
ted a filent hearer only. This was probably a lofs to the
public, as it prevented the communication of fome of the
fruits of his intenfe ftudies; and it is to be lamented, that
the fame diffidence made him very backward in appear-
ing before the public as a writer : we have but two little
works known to be his. Many fmart jeux d’efprit, pub-
lithed in fome fugitive works, are now loft to the world
The two fmall works above
alluded to are, ¢ Peregrinations of the Mind through the
moft general and interefting Subjects which are ufually
agitated in Life, by the Rationalift,”” 12mo, 1770, in effays,
after the manner of the Rambler. ¢¢ Thefes Grecz La-
tine feleCtz,” 8vo, in 1780, a felettion from the Greek
and Latin writers, every one of which from he had taken
a paflage he had read with critical attention throughout.
He left behind him fome ‘manufcript remarks, intended
chiefly to point out the frequent abufe of grammatical
propriety in the Englifh language in common converfa-
tion, and even among reputable writers, and among people
of the firft rank in education and manners. He had alfo a
good talent for poetry, and wrote feveral detached poems,

ublifhed in magazines; as well as a very correét tafte in
compofitions for the pulpit, and he altually compofed fe-
veral excellent fermons for fome of his clerical friends,
which were accepted and ufed, one particularly, as the
firft ever preached by an old and intimate affociate. Of
the Greek, Latin, French, and Italian, languages, he was
completely and critically mafter ; the Hebrew he had fome
knowledge of ; and to his own he had paid much judicious
attention. But he was truly Gray’s flower, ¢ born to
bluth unfeen.”” After great exertion in walking, about
Chriftmas, 1784, (of which he was always very fond when
he could indulge,) againft approaching night he felt vio~
lent pain in his fide, which however he did not complain
of till affiftance probably came too late ; and after the moft
excruciating fufferings, for near nine months, which he
bore with uncommon fortitude and patience, exerting his
focial difpofition to the laft, even with facetious pleafantry
when free fg'om pain, he finifhed his truly amiable life on
the 29th of September, 1785, in the forty-fourth year of
his age. He was kindly attended by men of the firft emi-
nence, whofe fkill availed nothing, as his difeafe was of
fuch an unmanageable nature, that all the efforts of the
greateft profeffional fkill and judgment were unavailing,
viz. a prodigious difeafed enlargement of the omentum,
which weighed upwards of twelve pounds inftead of as
many ounces. He was interred in the vault of St. Dionis
Backchurch, the parith in which he had refided ever fince
his firft arrival in London; and an elegant Latin epitaph
to his memory is placed on the tomb of his family, in the
church-yard of St. Mary, Reading.



