.SUICIDE OF MR J. H. HARRIS.

.

A report that Mr J. H. Harrls, the well-known
solicitar, had committed suicide by shooting himself,
was circulated early yesterciay morning, enquiry
proved that the shocking intelligence was only too
true. Jit appears that for some time past he had

in indifferent health, and bad had recourse to stimu-.

lants and sedatives to obtain mental and physical
relief. This was well known to the members of the
house in which he lived but it was never anticipated
that M:' Harris would lay violent hnnd;:gon himeelf,
Yesterday morning at about nine o’clock, Mrs Rose,
the landlady of the house at which Mr Harrls was
lodging; (No. 83 Errard street), kncoked at the door of

his beilreom, as wis usual, to tell him that his bath ]

was ready. Bhe, however, got mo answer to her
-enquiries, and after waiting for seme time, the
oon was emntered and the unforturats msn
was discovered lying on his bad, dressed, and
gnne doad and with a gaping weumd across _the
front of his head, the frontal bone and both eyes
baving been blown nwnz..d Near him upon the beq I
'@ horsespistol, whish receutly besn dis
and with which he had evidently shot bimself, and
the bullet, a large one, was lying underneath his head
‘and on the plllow. The dsceassd was left-handed,
'snd te had evidently held the piatol with that hand
;he:b clim:lnrgingt fie, ll:,r :ﬁu had 3:1'::«1 his left
mple, coming out at t ght eye, and the discharge
had carried away the upper part of his face. Dr
Bunoe 'was immedialely sent for, and the police o:m-
municaied with, but the medical man, when he arrived
oould do nothing, ns the nnfortunate man had appa-
‘rently been dead about two hours when the doctorsaw
him, 8o Senior-conutable Urowley took charge of the
body. The servaut-girl in the house states that
she heard a crash, a'gpmtly in the room of decsased
 sbout syven o'clock, bat thinking that it was caused
the broaksge of some article in the room,
no notive of ic. It is said that the decsased for some
time previous to his death had been in a very un-
sottled state of mind, and had endeavored to purchase
certain drugs osteusibly for allaylag certain pains,
from which he suffored, but on mocount of the poi-
sonous nature of ths druge he wunted they were not
given to him, as he was not coneidsred in a fit condi-
tion to be trusted with theirnire. When he retired on
Tuseday evening nothfng pecaliar was noticed in his
appearance or mannsr, and the firet intimation of a

remaing a$ twelve o'clock to-day,at the Ship inn. Mr
Harris was the oldest solicitor in Ballarat, having
commysniosd his profsssion twnz-six fem sgo. He
lsavee 1, widow and several ¢ n easy circum-
stancce, and at present residing st Geelong. 1t is

British army, who gaiced his laurels in

he Orimean
war. - .

[

deadly purpoge on himsalf was the finding of his dead | °
body as described, An inquest will be held on the
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THE SUICIDE OF MR J. H. HABRI,

i
. Mr Thomson, P,M,, held sn in , at the Bhip
inn, Eyre street, on Thursdey, on body of John | and
‘Hsory Harrs, sollettor, who oommif ' suicids, af
his residence No, 80 Errard street, on the previous:
morning  Bub-inspsotor Babington conduoted the
examination cf the witnesses. Mrs Jane Bose, hugf
of the bosrding-houss in Errard strest at which de
cenaed lodged, deposed that he had sta ed with her
forthe past year aud seven montus. ~He had been
living in the house with his wife and femily before
ghe rentad it, but three months previous t
that time his wifs and fsmily had gozs
tolive in Geolc&f On Monday last deceased re- |ismo
matned i bod 1] fonr B A0 Lot ok oo
. Ho o very muo s
mlaldththnw!iwry dull. He ate nothing in
tha house that day, but tock a littloals He ngnd
to his room about ten p.m., bidding witness good-
othing him

night. Bhe saw or B more of that Phy
night, but in the morning she took him in his break- pesn
fast, which lis seen.ed to enjoy more than he dons | cnd r
for » long time past, He got up at four p.m., went out | mp,

for & short time, and réturned af seven p.m. At 0ibe | oonre
o'clock he went ont again to get a drink, and returnad | 1, 3ia;
in half an hour, retiriog to bed ot half-past teno'clock. | ang

He pesed very dull all the evening, and waa very
anxious to sse Mr Upfold, another boarder in the
homhwhmhm-puungntmh»hldm
iizass went o bed Mt Fowace) minaies
t, BN ; ap in at ¢

to sight o%o:“hr Bhe hesrd nothing during - the
 fntervsl, and at nins am. o Wednesdsy

Enooked st deceased’s door, but got RO BASWEL
Ehe thea stepprd inside thé room, snd found him in
the state in which the budy now was.
Hickey was sent for, and came to the houss ss ten
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of aplstol. To Mr Babington—Witness had never
notiosd & plstol in the duoessed's Eouudcn‘. Jaovb
Upfold, enginser, boardisg with Mra Boss, de-
posed that he had known the Cposased for the n::
twelve months, whose room sndblll‘!a own had M

tham.
night on Toesdsy night-as he passed h his
room, acd recelved & good night in reply. itnsss
then went to bed, and was oallod up st about
nime o'clook the next morning by Mrs Rose,
ot whoas request he went to deceased's bedroom.
Witness found him in the ssme tion almost
u-howuupnnnt.mdthn ' was oot
touobed till Dr Bunoe and Constabls Hio sarived.
The decedsed, who was lsft-handed, tol witness
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the deceased was net so
plained at times of paipitation of the hoart, and hoad-
solie, Within the last _moath or thres weeks ha was
vory absent mindsd. He W sl: withiout speaking,
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otoh- | shé heard: & moise us theugh the oaf-had 'lImooksd
35 8d, | something down fia- the hen; which was just op-
g Vimess baard no other

posite the dapeassd'svoom, Vi
_report that morning: T»wmm#mm
kitchen. Bbhe 'had 6o doubt’ xiow that (be
nolse the heard was the rr?oﬂ-'nl "the  platol,
were | John Nobbhe, p:blhu. dopossd fhat the dsceased:
oame to his houbo (the Bhip inn) at about nins o'clock



said that and he often.had & mind to-blow
his brains out in consequence Ths decsased looked
miserable and t he ghnerally came to

: q days
p-he pht his head fnfo his hands an "'f and
¢ 'niuml;‘:'d :zand, presaing his hn:l?d é'!l"in1
out of bis mind. On golagawaybe bid witness
and his wile a very impressive -bye. = Witn ‘
eajd, * It's good night, mot good-bye;” $o which the |
deceased replied, ** Oh, you msy naver sse e ot
and then went away singiug. Whenever his inner-
feelinga weve to ha never . peemed bimsell, and

i

depeased, whe., from what hs had 'heard of the avi- |
denos, must :I‘m been of nnsonnd :m!nﬂnthq.m i

The photograph was s it of Mrs Harrls. ‘
uded m&mm the jory returned a var-
glntthniho ,John Henry , commited

ide whils suffering frcm tem insabity.
Bonﬁ’l'mle time lf;:htlz' ounﬂp::l:l:!&!r t‘t}ozquut,
the patent safe ol of. :

shat be had fully contsmplated suiclde.
related thut hs had tried chloroform on fowe cooasions,
by laying a handkerchief sprivkied writh it soross his |
' face, but ho was too strong for the drryg fo take fatal |
offect upon him. He then, as the 'letter ran; driad |
chlorodyne, but without fuooees, and he sald he
wdunld, as -rhu-mom.m & platol. In the safe
were also found = bullet-mo mul:nl1| bullet the
same siza a8 the one with which he sliot himeelf, snd
two more bullets: were found lyjoy. alongside. the
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