MAJOR-GENERAL
B. D. JONES

Major-General Basil
D apector of e Boyal
r e
nspecto o
1958-60, dicd on Odo
15 aged 89. He was born
in Dewnsh] 2:30“ May 14,

BY COINCIDENCE “B. D",
as he was known, because he
loathed the name Basil, was
one of three semior Royal
Army Ordnance Corps officers
who transferred from combat
arms during the mechanisa-
tion of the Army in the 1930s
and whose obituaries have
appeared in these columns
within a month. They applied
o transfer for different rea-
sons, but all three became

jor-generals and important
ordnance policy-makers be-
fore they retired in the 1960s.

“B. D" was a Welshman,
the son of the Rev B. Jones,
Educated at Plymouth College
and Sandhurst, he was com-
missioned into the Welch Rep-
iment in 1924, He served with
them in Shanghai and Singa-
Ere, and in 1932 married

therine, daughter of Colo-
nel H. W. Man of the RAQC,
who persuaded him that there
were befter pros in the

nding RAOC than in the
Infaniry. “B. D." transferred
in 1935, and was immediately
sent to join the Saar Plebiscite
Farce.

Small in stature and slightly
built, he had, nevertheless, a
commanding presence and
sirength of pemsonality. He
often looked sterm, and he
could be so when occasion
demanded, but as a devout
Christian he was kind, good
humoured and guileless, nev-
er disparaging anyone.

In 1939 he was command-
ing the RAOC detachment in
Bermuda. He was posted
home at the outbreak of war
for more active employment,
and to his surprise was re-
lieved by his father-in-law,
who had been recafled from
retirernent. He was éven more
surprised to be sent to Austra-

lia in 1941 to help with the

was closely involved in the
planning of the Papua/New
Guinea pign, and be-
came one of the ordnance
utﬁnem at Port Moreshy, sup-

lying the Australian troops as
ﬂ‘lﬂ}f rceﬂ_l:ll ﬁLeJapmmehm:k

along

ﬂumghﬂ‘aeﬂﬂ-‘tﬂﬁlﬂ-ﬂlﬁf

Fegeﬂmps his most challeng-
ing task after the war was
mmma.n:l of the vast, sprawl-

Base Ordnance Depot at
T -el-Kebir in the desert 60
miles from Cairo. Within its
wired and mined 17-mile
penmeterwerenwequan-
titles of stores and equipment
left over from the war, making
it an atiractive target for

marauding Egyptian gangs,
who pen‘x% tried tﬂghl'ﬂk
in, Palitical relations between

Britain and Egypt were o0
strained at the time that his
officers and men, together
with their families, were

to live under primitive condi-
tmns within a defended

ently he held a se-
nm nf nging ordnance
appointments:  Senior  Ond-
nance Officer In GHQ Mid-
dle East; of Norhem
Command; of the Vehicle
0 isation at Chilwell; and
of the Base Depot at Didcot.
His ]a.'it appointment in the
Army was [m.'pmu-r r.:f the
RAOC as a major-

When he fmrn thE
Army in 1960 he fried his
hand at management consul-
tancy, but decided to turn back

to his favourite schooldays
mb_peﬂs classics and divinity.
For many vears he taught both
at Millbrook House Prepara-
tory School where he hecame
known as “Dominie”. He also
becamea of village life at
Sutton Courtenay, Oxford-
shire, where he had lived for
his last 34 years.

His dynamic wife, Kather-
ine, died in 1986. Their son
and two daughiers survive
him.
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