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Lord Saint Brides -- Family Background: 
 
John Morrice (Jorrice) Cairns James (1916-1989) appears on the Man Family web site 
because he was the great grandson of Morrice King Man (1826 – 1864) and Jane Smart 
Walch (1836-1929).  Morrice and Jane Man had two daughters one of whom, Emma 
Catherine (1863 – 1940), married John Maitland Marshall.   Emma Man and John 
Marshall had four children of whom the eldest, Catherine Mary (1889 – 1969) was the 
mother of Jorrice.  His father was Lewis Cairns James (1866 – 1946) (see note on Lewis 
page 22).  
 
Jorrice was born on 30 April 1916.  He married (1) Elizabeth Margaret Roper Piesse on 
14 February 1948 and then married (2) Geneviève Christianne Robert-Houdin on 29 
October 1968.  Jorrice died on 26 November 1989 in the South of France. Elizabeth was 
born on 13 September 1929 at Oxshott, Surrey and she died on 5 November 1966 at 
Westminster Hospital, London. Genevieve was born on 19 August 1923 in Paris.  Jorrice 
and Elizabeth had three children Laura Catherine (1948 -  ), Veronica Claire (1950 -   ) 
and Roderick Morrice (1956  -   ).  
 
The following summary of Jorrice’s diplomatic career is taken from the prologue of his 
book ‘Pakistan Chronicle’ which was edited by Peter Lyon.  Jorrice died just before 
completing the book and Lyon wrote a pro- and epi- logue. 
 

PROLOGUE by Peter Lyon 
 
The late Lord Saint Brides (known for most of his career and to friends as Morrice 
James) as involved, for much of his professional career and his active years after 
retirement in 1976 from the British Diplomatic Service, with Pakistan and the sub-
continent. He was born on 30 April 1916, the son of a professor at the Royal Academy of 
Dramatic Art. He went to school at Bradfield, a village near Reading, Berks. The school 
had been founded in the mid-nineteenth century by the local squire-parson, a Unitarian, 
and the novelist Anthony Trollope sent his two sons to it for a while. There, from the age 
of thirteen or fourteen, and as he mentions in passing in this book, its atmosphere of 
spartan living and cold baths became combined, for him, with an adolescent sense that 
learning consisted pre-eminently of fluency and ease in Greek and Latin. From Bradfield 
he went to Balliol College, Oxford, where he was a Domus Exhibitioner and a Spring-
Rice Scholar and his two main college tutors were Cyril Bailey and D.C. MacGregor.  He 
obtained a second class in Classical Moderations in 1936 and a second class again in 
Literae Humaniores in 1938.  He joined the Dominions Office in London, one of the 
Cinderellas among Whitehall departments, in 1939, just as undeclared war was turning 
into European and then World War. He was Private Secretary to the Permanent Under-



Secretary of State from April to August 1940, and during this brief time he had two 
masters in quick succession, Sir Eric Machtig (from October 1939 to February 1940) and 
then Sir Cosmo Parkinson (from February to May 1940) before Machtig became 
Permanent Under-Secretary again. He entered the Royal Navy as an ordinary seaman in 
August 1940, and was commissioned in the Royal Marines in February 1941, ending up 
as Lieutenant-Colonel (AQMG). He was thus of a generation of young men who leapt to 
full adulthood rapidly, experiencing the excitements and dangers of warfare and the 
responsibilities of command at an early age. 
 
He had been promoted to Principal (in absentia) in the Dominions Office on 10 March 
1944 and was released from the Marines in March 1945. He served as Assistant Secretary 
in the offices of the United Kingdom's High Commissioner in the Union of South Africa 
(Pretoria and Johannesburg) from March 1946 to April 1947, and acted as Secretary to 
the High Commissioner, Sir Evelyn Baring. He returned to London to the substantive 
rank of Assistant Secretary in the newly-formed Commonwealth Relations Office (CRO), 
successor to the Dominion and India Offices, in Apri11949, and became Head of its 
Defence Department for two years, 1949-51; these years saw the early, very challenging 
stages of the Korean war, which had considerable repercussions on Commonwealth 
relations. He was immediately afterwards head of the CRO's Establishment Department 
for nearly two years, 1951-2, an advantageous base for getting to know about the careers, 
qualities and prospects of all his professional colleagues in the ministry. 
 
In April 1952 he was posted to Lahore as Deputy High Commissioner and for the almost 
eighteen months of his service there, based in Pakistan's only truly historic city, he began 
his intensive exposure to South Asian affairs, particularly those of Pakistan, which was to 
last for twenty years and in some important senses for the rest of his life. 
 
He had several periods of service back in London Imperial Defence College, 1954; 
Assistant Under-Secretary of State (temporary), CRO, February 1957; First Deputy 
Under-Secretary of State, Colonial Office, 1966-8; Permanent Under Secretary of State, 
Colonial Office, March-October 1968 but nine years were spent in Pakistan, at three 
different times: April 1952-November 1953; January 1955-November 1956; and October 
1961-February 1966. 
 
These two decades straddled dramatic events in Pakistan's history. Domestically, they 
saw the eclipse of formal parliamentary style and the inception of martial law and rule by 
the Army, and the rise and fall of Iskander Mirza, Ayub Khan and Yahya Khan. In 
particular, the years 1970-1 produced the conflict which resulted in the political 
severance of East Pakistan and the launching of Bangladesh. 
 
Internationally, as well as recurrent tension and clashes over Kashmir, Pakistan joined 
both SEA TO and the short-lived Baghdad Pact. These years included the outbreak of 
two traumatic Indo-Pakistan wars, in 1965 over Kashmir and in 1971 over Bangladesh. 
This is only to note in passing some of the episodes discussed and explained in Morrice 
James's pages. Of particular interest, surely, is what he has to say of the Suez episode and 



war of 1956, as seen from Pakistan when he deputised for the UK High Commissioner 
Sir Alexander Symon, who was absent on home leave, during the most critical months. 
Morrice James accompanied the Prime Minister, Harold Macmillan, as an adviser on the 
latter's visits to India, Pakistan, Ceylon, New Zealand and Australia in January and 
February 1958 - the first such extensive Commonwealth tour ever undertaken 
by a British prime minister while in office. He was knighted in 1962. 
 
After retirement from the Diplomatic Service in'1976, Morrice James embarked on a very 
active new career as a scholar and commentator on international affairs, especially in the 
United States.  He read voraciously, lectured, and took part in many seminar discussions. 
He wrote a number of articles and chapters in books edited by others, and did most of the 
preparation for the present book. He was created a life peer in 1977 and took the title of 
Baron Saint Brides of Hasguard, Dyfed, subsequently participating occasionally in 
debates in the House of Lords, especially on international affairs.  According to the 
British diplomat and writer Sir Ernest Satow, in his classic exposition first published in 
1917, diplomacy is 'the application of intelligence and tact to the conduct of official 
relations between the governments of independent states' . More briefly still, 
Satow defines diplomacy alternatively as 'the conduct of business between states by 
peaceful means'. This may be said to be characteristically a British, civilian or intelligent 
shopkeeper's notion of diplomacy. Much of the first part of this book is about relations 
between Pakistan and Britain as seen through the eyes of an erstwhile British diplomat. 
Morrice James admirably lived up to Satow's required qualities in his professional career 
as a diplomat, as he did subsequently as a lecturer and writer. 
 
Thus we have in Morrice James a former Marine and a quintessential widely experienced 
British diplomat and internationalist who stated in his last entry in Who’s Who that his  
‘recreation’ was  ‘meeting new and intelligent people.’  Meeting Morrice James was to be 
exposed to an undoubtedly intelligent and charming man, interested in and curious to 
meet new people, ideas and situations, while assessing these against his rich background 
of experience and a lifetime of making professional evaluation of people, places and  
policies. 
                                                          __________________ 
  
The following is taken from page 158 of ‘Pakistan Chronicle’  
 
On our last home leave together before I left Pakistan, Elizabeth (Jorrice’s wife) had a 
small external growth removed.  It seemed a routine matter, but tests showed signs of 
malignancy. She immediately went into the Westminster Hospital and had a major 
operation.  We had no choice but to take this calmly, especially as everything now 
seemed to be well.  She and I went back to Pakistan at the end of our leave, and our 
remaining time there was happy for both of us and […] full of interesting events. 
 
When our time in Pakistan ended and we were back in London, Elizabeth became ill 
again.  For a while she was in bed at our new home in Hans Place, but later had to be 
moved into the Westminster Hospital.  She died there in the autumn of 1966.  The 



children had very loving grandparents who did all they could to help, but the effect of the 
loss of their young mother was devastating for all of us. 
 

 
 
In 1968,just before going to India as High Commissioner , I married Genevieve Sarasin 
(Jenny), whom I met at her cousin's house near Geneva on August 29 that year .I 
proposed to her in London on September 29, and we were married in the same cousin' s 
house on October 29. We left the next day to fly to New Delhi. On the death of Elizabeth 
James 

 
 
 

 
 

Morrice James with Ayub Kahn, President of Pakistan 
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Some Notes on  
LEWIS CAIRNS JAMES 

 
[Born Edinburgh, Scotland 23 Sep 1865, died 7 Oct 1946]  

Lewis Cairns James was the principal comic baritone on tour with Mr. D’Oyly Carte’s 
“B” Company between July 1887 and September 1891.  In July 1887 he replaced W. R. 
Shirley as Robin Oakapple in Ruddigore, then added Ko-Ko in The Mikado when the 
Japanese opera was added to the “B” Company repertoire in December of that year.  He 
played Robin and Ko-Ko until June 1888 when “B” Company was disbanded.  

Company “B” was revived in January 1889 to tour The Yeomen of the Guard, James as 
Jack Point.  Once more The Mikado was added to the tour in December 1889, and James 
was once more Ko-Ko.  This time he ran afoul of management as a result of his 
introduction of “inappropriate, exaggerated and unauthorized ‘business’” and refusal to 
take direction from the stage manager.  He received a stern letter of rebuke from W. S. 
Gilbert, who added “…no actor will ever find his way into our London Company who 
defies any authority in this respect.  I am the more sorry as Mr. Carte speaks in high 
terms of your and your wife’s ability.” 

James had married Jessie Moore [Born Brighton, Sussex 1865, died 
London 28 Nov 1910 ) earlier that year.  She was playing Elsie Maynard 
and Yum-Yum on the same tour.  He never did join D’Oyly Carte’s 
London Company but retained his position with Company “B,” playing 
Ko-Ko (until March 1890), Point (until April 1890, and again from 
December 1890 onward), and the Duke of Plaza-Toro in The Gondoliers 
(from March 1890), until he left the Carte organization in September 1891. 

After leaving the D’Oyly Carte, James appeared often for London audiences. Between 
1891 and 1902 he performed in a variety of roles in musical and legitimate works at the 
Opéra Comique, Lyric (including Pietro in Gilbert & Cellier’s The Mountebanks, in 
which he succeeded Lionel Brough, 1892), Royalty, Globe, Prince of Wales’s, Drury 
Lane, Strand, Trafalgar Square (where he also worked as assistant stage manager, 1893), 
Gaiety, Vaudeville, Comedy, Garrick, and Savoy (Naughty Nancy, 1902) Theatres.  He 
also made tours of South Africa and North America, appearing in New York as Governor 
Griffenfeld in Gilbert & Carr’s “His Excellency” (Broadway, 1895). 

James was away from the London Stage between 1902 and 1916 (serving for a time as 
Professor of Elocution at the Royal College of Music, Guildhall School of Music, and at 
his own School of Musical and Dramatic Art in London), but returned as a producer at 
the Shaftesbury in January 1916.  He wrote the libretto for his first work there—an opera 
called The Critic, with music by Charles Villiers Stanford.  He later played Puff in The 
Critic at the Aldwych (May 1916).  Over the next few years (1916-19) he made 
occasional appearances at the Strand and Criterion, and produced opera the Aldwych, 
Drury Lane, and Covent Garden.  His last production in London was Humperdinck’s 
Hansel and Gretel at Drury Lane, December 1922-January 1923. 



In retirement Cairns James directed amateur operatic societies in Gilbert & Sullivan in 
Croydon (1920s) and Woolwich (1938-42). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


