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THE following original Lettershaving
been put into my hands by the gentleman
to whowm they were addressed, with ger-
missjon to make what use of them I pleas-
ed, I conceived I coudd mot confer &
greater favor on my brother townsmen,
than by thus submzttmg them to their
perusal.

For tho’ the writer kas taken greas
liberties in giving his opinies om .some
af the subjects here treated on, there is
%0 one but must allow,-notwithstanding
the boasted superiority of this faverite
place, that there are-—~many parts of it.
that may be improved—many nutsances
that wmight be removed—and many abuses
that call toudly for reformation. Every
inhabitant must long have witnessed with
regret the shameful state wherein the
streets are suffered to remain. the year
through, cither encumbered with the sho~
vellings, of the roads, which are seldom
taken away, or made the receptacle of
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all the filth accumulated in the houses.
If we look to the pavements, is any thing
to be seen but—broken stones—overflow-
ing gutters—and the refuse of the pa-
vior left for ever, to encumber the road,
and incommode the passenger in his
course? These are subjects that seem
to have principally engaged the Writer’s
attention, as no doubt they must évery
observing Stranger that visits this place ;
and should the remarks here made be the
oecasion of the removal of any one of
them, the Editor will think himself more
than. paid for his trouble, even tho’ he
should thereby have subjected himself to
the obloquy of the bigotted and illiberal..
His comnents on the characters of those
writers who have done honor to this their
native place, seem to have been dictated
by zmpartiality—-hzs observations on'the
Corporation, are such as no one can re-
Suse his assent to—=and the abuses he has
pointed out in the parliamentary repre-
sentation of the Borough, however un-
pleasant. they may be to the feeling of
some, will -not, I am convinced, be dis-
. approved of by the great majority of the
people. All we have to lament is, that
the Writer was not more guarded in his
remarks on the character and conduct
of the Methodists; but, like ald Stran-
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gers, who ave generally obliged to judge
.more from what they hear from other
persons, than from their own observa-
tions, he appears to have imbibed pre¢ju-
dices against these dissenters from the
established Church, which have led him
to make some observations in regard to
them that are not quite correct. Among
others, he charges them with being an
illiterate sect, when all the world knows,
that those among them who can read, are
always poreing over the Scriptures, and
the’ it may be to no good purpose, they
certainly cannot, with propriety, be call-
ed illiterate, especially when it is consi-
dered, that, in addition to the Bible, many
of them peruse that truly pious work the -
Evangelical Magazine, to their very great
edification, and improvement in leaming.
To read no books but those on their own
side, and to keép mo company but those
of their own sect, is surely a very wise
determination, for should they act other-
wise, it is much to be feared there would
soon be no more Methodists among us ;
and then, alas! what would become of
the world? He also accuses them of illi-
berality, in closing the gates of Heaven
to all but themselves ; but this is no more
than a just policy on their parts, for tho’
we are told by an old saying, that the more
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the merrier, yet it also adds, the fewer the
better cheer.. Their want of morulity, is
.another charge he brings ugainst them,
but what, I would ask ony reasonable
.person, have the Saints to do with mora-
lity2 Is not faith more than sufficient
for the fulfilment of all the christian -du-
ties?  Did not their great Master di€ for
.sinners 2 and do not they all agree, that’
the greater the sinner the greater the sa-
crifice 2 If this be thé case, is it not evi-
dent, either that all sinners ought to be
.Methodists, o7 that all Methodists thust be
sinners? These observations I thought ne-
cessary to make in behalf of this truly pi-

.ous sect, against the unjust assertions of

the Letter-writér, and trust, that by so do-
-ing, I have merited some thanks from a
religious society, fonwhich I shall ever
retainthe greatest respect andadmiration.
I am also indebted tothe gentlémcm a- -
bove mentioned for the Collection of Rea-
ding Anecdotes mentioned at the end of the
correspondence, These I at first intend-

. ed to have made part of the present work,
- but finding they were too voluminous to
_be comprised in one volume, I have been

induced to defer their publication 10 a
future period. o
v ST THE EDITOR.
. READING, Oct, 25th, 1809, '




THE

STRANGER IN READING.

LETTER L

To -

I promised at our parting to give .
you an account of such occurrences as
I might mcet with on my travels, as
well as such observations as I should
from time to time have occasion to make
on the present state of socicty; of men,
and manners, and whatever might be
most striking in the situation and go-
vernment of such places as I might be
tempted to take up a temporary abode
at. In compliauce with this engage-

ment I now sit down to give you an ac-
B
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count of my arrival at this place, which
I reached last night after a pleasant
Jjourney of five hours,a rapidity in tra-
velling unknown in former ages, and to
which we are in a .great measure in-
debted for the improved state of our
turnpike roads, none of which can; I con-
ceive, be in a higher condition than that
from the capital to this place. This im-

provement, you know, took place about

the commencement of the last century,
before which period the roads in this
neighbourhood were nearly impassable
for carriages in many places, which seem
~ to have derived their present names from
this circumstance, among these may be
observed Slough Lane, about a mile be-
yond this town, where I anr informed the
waggoners coming to market were oblig-
ed to wait °till others came up, to assist
them with additional horses, to force

their way through the bog : at a little -

distance farther is a public-house called

i, .- it ———— . O cadl
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the World’s End, to denote, no doubt,
that the inhabitants of Reading could
seldom extend their excursions beyond
this place, which opinion is not quite
eradicated at the present day, as many
‘of the tradesmen in their Sunday’s
walk cannot be persuaded, even now,
te go beyond it.’
. There are three ways leading from
- henoe to London, nearly of the same dis-
- tance, hut they are not equally pleasant :
- - that through Windsor Park I should
prefer, particularly in the summer sea-
- eon,-as the rays of- the sun are consider-
- ably diminished by the shade of the
trees ; and the road being generally over
- the green sward, the passenger is seldom
incommoded with dust. But in the win-
* ter I always prefer the main Bath road,
as from the regular structure of turn-
pike roads the vehiele is less likely to be
Jjolted from side to side, to the great an-

filoyance of the passengers, as is the case
B 2
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in the summer road: besides the accom-
modations are better; and the view of
the river Thames, in addition to the
many country seats, and pleasant villas,
with which the road is lined, add con-
siderably to the pleasure of travelling
along this busy turnpike road, compared
to the dreary scene afforded by thatched
hovels and leafless trees in the other.

‘The third road leads through Woking-

ham, and part of Bagshot Heath to Vir-
ginia Water, where it meets the Ports-
.mouth road, but this tract few adopt by
choice, either in summer or winter, hav-
ing nothing to recommend it to the tra-
veller’s notice. Wokingham itself, the
only town through which it passes, is
the most dull, dismal, dreary, place you
ever saw, where Poverty seems to have
_taken up her abode, and from whence
the energies of the British character
seem to have fled. There are, however,
a few good houses in the main street;
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and the surrounding country, if not re-
markably picturesque, is pleasing. Ei-
ther of these roads you may go or return
each day by the established coaches;
which are conducted by the proprietors
on a very respectable footing : the horses
are excellent, and the carriages if not
elegant are convenient; they carry six
inside passengers, and as many outside as
the law, or rather the turnpike keepers,
will allew. This absurd custom of plac-
ing the greater part of the weight at the
farthest distanee from the centre of gra-
vity, whereby many serious accidents
have occurred in various parts of the
kingdom, has induced a Mr. Milton, a
clergyman in this neighbourhood, to in-
vent a coach so constructed as to make
it almost impossible for such accidents
to happen again, should his plan be ge-
nerally adopted. 'The improvement is
simply this: A bar ettends from the end
of each axis between the fore and hind-

B3



14  The Stranger in Reading.

D ard o g o o ool o ol

wheels, at the lower extremities of which
is a small wheel called an idle wheel,
and placed at such a distance from the
ground that if either of the main ones
should break or come off the idle wheels
come into play, and prevent the carriage
falling, at the same time that it enables it
to continueits progress almost without the
passengers being sensible of the change.
In addition to this, all the heavy luggage
is placed in a receptacle contrived under
ihe body of the coach, which serves as
ballast to keep the vehicle in an upright .
position. A coach was last summer con-
structed on this principle, and used in turn
for a month by each of the proprietors of
the coaches here, but from a mistaken no-
tion that it ran heavier than those before
in use, neither of them were willing to
adopt the plan ; in consequence, I have
been told, it was disposed of to a coach~
master in the west of England, where it
has been constantly used ever since with-
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out a single accident having occurred.

A proposal has lately been made by some

of the gentlemen here for entering into
" a subscription for the encouragement of a

Milton-coach, to carry four insides with

only two outsides, but whether this plan,
- 80 much to be desired will take place is
as yet uncertain; perhaps the additional
expence of fare may prevent its success ;
if so, I fear the townsmen will long have
to regret its failure; for, notwithstanding
the care of. the present proprietors and
drivers of the stage-coaches, and certain-
- 1y none can exceed them in this respect,
serious accidents often do and will occur,
from their upsetting, that can only be
prevented by having the coaches con-
structed on this or some similar plan:
if therefore the good peaple of this town
should be so careless of their own safety,
and so negligent of the lives of their
friends and relatives, as to suffer the
great benefits to be derived from a coach
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so constructed to be rejected by them,
to whom it was first offered by the in-
ventor, while it is-adepted by others, I
shall, notwithstanding the high sense I
entertain of their understandings, begin
to be of the opinion of the traveller, who,
after residing here a few days, said, “ the
farther he travelled westward the more
he was convinced the wisé men must
have come from the East.”

. T am, &c.

Reading, Sept. 1, 1808.
s
LETTER II
To | |

- MY curiosisity had been so ex-
cited by the flattering accounts { had:
heard of this respectable Borough, that -
I took ¢he first opportunity that offered
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of a fine morning, to gratify it, by mak-
ing an excursion through the principal
strects, and I now sit down to give you
an account of my observations with that
regard for truth, you know I am always
80 anxious to observe, and wherein I shall
¢ nothing extenuate,
nor set down ought in malice {”’

The inn from which I now write is
gsituated at the corner of four rodds, one
of these is that I came in at, but has no-
thing remarkable in it, except the width
- of its road way and the paucity of its
houses ; from this latter circumstance I
was. at first puzzled to discover why it’
was dignified with the name of a street,
’till I was informed that it was intended
to be one in another century or two,
which is you know the same thing as if
it were one now. On the left of this is
what may be called a street in the fullest
sense of the word, having houses on both
its sides, not the most elegant to be sure,



I8 ° The Stranger in Reading.

but still stich as may be deemed eomfort-
‘able habitations for the poorer classes of
the community, whe principally reside
bhere. From the name of this street it
anight be supposed to- be paved with
sélver, but this really is not the case,
nor do I helieve that an ounce of that
metal could be found in the whole street
except on Saturday night, and even that
is sure to take its flight' by Monday
morning. As to the pavement before
the houses I cannot. u‘yﬁu_uch in its favor,
for though there is on ene side, for a
small distance, 8 sparious piece of flat
yavement almost four imches wide, the
rest is so miserably pitched with vile -
flints placed with their sharp points up-
wards, that it is almost impossible for a
foot passenger to make his way over
them, without either cntting his feet or
brenking his legs in the attempt. I was
informed om enquiry that this was owing
1o 8 narrowness of thisking in the Com-
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missioners who' superistend this part of
the improvements which have of late
years been introduced here. The idea
adopted by those gentlemen seems to have
been, that John Bull has no right to any
enjoyments he cannot pay for; and as
the inhabitants of this part of the town .
were incapable of paying the usual rates,
they concluded they had no right to en-
Jjoy the benefits derived from them. But
this opinion cannot, I think, be a just
one. [kt is true they have lately been at
a gréat expence in making a handsome
paved foot way in front of some large
new built houses, where, from the situa-
tion, it could not have been wanted ; but
this certainly eould not have been done
merely because the owners contributed
towards the expence of paving the town,
but must have arisen from some other
eause, theugh it may net at first sight
appear ; and therefore I conceive that
the miserable state of the pavement a<
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‘bove mentioned cannet be owing to a
want of means or inclination on the part
of the Commissioners to make them bet-
ter ; perhaps they preferred leaving them
in their former state, to shew to posterity
what the whole town was, in this respect,
prior to the passing of the paving act.
Having satisfied my curiosity in view-
i_hg every thing in this part worth seeing,
which did not detain me long, I retraced
my steps, and turning again to the left,
passed the inn I had just left, part of
which projects considerably into the high
road, and, thus reducing it in breadth,
prevents the possibility of making a foot-
path for the conveniency and safety of
-the passengers, who are in consequence
obliged to keep the high road, unless they

prefer being crushed to death against a -

long brick wall (which is continued from
the inn the whole length of the street)
by some of the numerous carriages that
-are every minute passing and repassing
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this way, it being the greatest thorough:
fare in the town. A few winters back,
one of the night coaches, endeavouring
to turn the corner in this narrow passage,
was literally dashed to pieces against a
post ; several of the passengers were hurt,
and the coachman had his leg broken.
This aecident roused the attention of the
Commissioners of the Road, and they
immediately offered the proprietor of the
inn a very large sum of money, % be
permitted to take down the projecting
part of the inn and the brick wall, so
. as to enable them, from a part of the
garden, to widen the road, and render
it safe and commodious for every des-
‘cription of travellers, I have not heard
why this scheme was not carried into
effect, but from whatever quarter the op-
position to so nécessarv a measure arose,
were I the party who caused it, I should
consider every future accident that may
‘happen from its rejection, as imputable
c
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to my want of philanthropy, or-to sode
worse motive.

After passing through this daage .
ous passage, I came to two cross ways,
that to the left leads out of the town,
and has towards its summit a few respec-
table houses, very conveniently sétuated
to receive the volumes of smoke éon-
stantly issuing from a neighbouring brick
kiln, whose efluvia, however gratifying
it nmy be to the natives of this place,
would to me, who am a sfranger, be
considered the - greatest of nuisances ;
but de gustibus, you know, non est dis-
putandum.

On the right, is a wide street, with
some handsome new built houses; these
being set back from the original line of
buildings on that side the way, and hav-
ing small courts or gardens in the front
of each, enclosed with a palisado, give
a lightness and airiness to this street
which is not observable in any other part
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of the town. On the opposite side the
way, which is more convenient for foot
pessengers, the houses are not so good,
but the pavement is uncommeanly wide,
increasing as you advance, ‘till it is obs
structed by the church-yard jutting eon-
siderably into' the road, and forming a
nook or corner, which a meighbouring
brick-lyer, very properly, no doubt, has
either beeri permitted, or has assumed,
the right of converting into a receptacle
for his building materials, so that the
"passenger may, it his option, either break
his neck over a pile of loose flints, or
souse over head and ears in a heap of
new made mortar. As I did not choose
to do either, I took a stroll inte the
‘church-yard, in hopes of finding some me-
morial worth recording, such as that of

Bemoved from ober the wap,
which I am told was not long since in-
scribed on one of the tomb-stones, but is

c 2
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now taken away, as savouring, perhaps,
of too much levity on so serious a subject.
Being disappointed in my expecta~
tions here, I continued my route by the
thurch-yard wall, at the end of which &
baker had very obligingly placed tweo
large barrows, for the accommodation of
those who might wish to be under she
surgean’s hands ; but those who might
not be desirous of so great a blessing, I
found, might easily pass along, by only
stepping up to their knees inthe puddle of
watgr runping down the gutter that se-
parates the path from the high road ;
and then resume the usual tract, which,
if thcy happen to be blind, will lead them
directly into the mill stream ; but those
who can sce, generally prefer turning a
‘little to the left, which leads them over
several small bridges, where the road be-
comes narrower, but this inconvenience
“18 compensated by the additional quanti-
ty of mud that is continually accumulat-
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- ing, owing to the air and the rays of the

sun being excluded by some lofty poplars
on oné side, and the elevated walls of a
large inn on the other ; nevertheless such
is the perversity of mankind, that the
landlord has actually taken a dislike "to
this accumulation of filth before his
house, and is in the habit of sending his
servants to remove it to the opposite side,
where finding its level in the path, it
forms a very soft and refreshing walk

. 'for the foot-passengers, who, for this
~ reason,.I suppose, generally prefer this

side of the way.
Taking the next turning to the left, 1
proceeded along a wide handsome street,

" leading, as I was told, to Bath. The

curve line, which; you know, is esteemed
the line of beauty, is adopted here in most
if not all the streets, but particularly in
thig, which is in the form of an S. Most of
the houses being inhabited by gentlemen,

. or: tradesmen out of bpsmess, the shops

c3

—~——
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are few in number, and in.consequence-

the street is less encumbered with ob-

structions; but I eould not help remark-

" ing a custom, which, however odd it may
appear to strangers, is almost unitversally
adopted here: I mean, that of having a

pretty little dunghill before each house,
composed of road dirt, ashes, straw, dung,
turnip patings, cabbage leaves, &c. &c.
but these last are not so plentiful as might
be wished, owing to some all-devouring
bogs, who are continually plundering
these precious compounds of the greater
part of their beauty. It is true that by
express orders of the Paving Committee,
hogs are forbid taking an airing in the
streets, but this, like many other salutary
measures, is wholly neglected, and the
consequence is, the streets are not enly
much cleaner than they ought to be, in
the opinion of the people, if we may

* judge from the pains they take to make
them otherwise; but every housckegper
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is thereby deprived. of the pleasure of
imbibing the effluvia of rotten vege-
tables. . At the extremity of this street
are two very neat toll-houses, where the
line of buildings ends; few people, for
obvious reasons, being willing to build
beyond them. I therefore took down a
narrow lane, and through a very neat
nursery garden, which brought me to
another outlet of the town leading to
Oxford. In this quarter, the houses are
extending very fast, but I was sorry to
observe such a mixture of apparently
good and inferior buildings, all jumbled
together without order or regularity ;
and what was worse, to find them com-
posed of much too slight materials o be
durable. It isa pity that the act for re-
gulating buildings within the bills' of

mortality is not in force at this place.
Entering the town by this road, I
turned to the left through a wide but
short_street, which :led to another of
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greater extent; at the west end of it, is
the town bridewell, originally a convent-

ual church of the grey friars, given to-

the Corporation by Henry VIII. at the
dissolution, for the purpose of making
it a Town-hall, but afterwards they hav-
ing obtained a more eligible situation for
their Hall, this was converted to its pre-
sent use. .

‘The prison is about 80 feet long by
54 wide, consisting of the original body
and side aisles of the church, the chancel
having been taken down some years. The
former is divided into 2 wards by a board-

ed transept, separating the male from the

female prisoners, and open at the top,.the
roof of the church having been recently
taken down to prevent its falling. The
south aisle was, *till lately, the keeper’s
house, and the north one has been con-
verted into cells for the prisoners, opening
into the body.of the church, where they
are allowed to walk. On the same side
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are 3 sohtary cells, lately erected beyond -
the original line of the building, on the
north side, but communicating with the
prison by doorways formed in the original
wall. These cells are about 14 feet lorig
by 6 wide, to which is added a small court
yard, about 7 feet square. The cells, it
is true, are lined with wood, but neither
light nor eir are admitted into them when
the door is closed on their wretched in-.
habitants, and the only furniture they
possess 18 @ bed of straw. The court- |
yards are paved with bricks, which are
al‘ways green and damp, from the exclu-
sion of the sun and air by the surround-
ing walls. Such are the places which the
Corporation has provided for those un-
happy beings, who, from want, or the
infirmity of our natures, have been im-
pelled to transgress the laws.  "The inge-
nuity of mankind, one would have sup-
posed, could- not haye- contrived a place .
.30 well adapted to reduce their fellow
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men below the condition of their beasts,
who, tho’ compelled to labor, are often-
times better fed and more comfortably
ledged. In these holes the wretched suf-
ferer is compelled to linger for 8, 6, and
sometimes 12 twelve months on the scanty
prison allowance of bread and water, with-
eut a bed to lie on, and even deéprived of
fire in the coldest months of winter, at '
the same time that they are exposed to the
inclemency of* the season, in a place never
dry, and from whence, at their release,
they will probably carry with them the
seeds of disorders that may render their
future days full of pain and misery.
With a wish that some future Howard,
guided by humanity, might be tempted
to visit this dismal abode of misery, and
by the influénce of bis eharacter, might
proevail with the:magistrates, at least, to
ameliorate, if not entirely remove i, I
hastened away, and pursued my walk
along the main street, without meetmg
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any thing worth noticing, except filling
my shoes at every step from the puddle
water that lay concealed under the beana-
iraps ; this you may suppose was very
cooling and refreshing at this season of
the year. * These traps are so numerous,
and so ingeniously contrived by the .pa-
vior, that those who walk the streets, in
whatever part of the townit may be, may
at all times be accoinmodated with a cold
bath ®n the shortest notice. At the end
of the street isthe Town-hall, a nést un-
ornamented building, in the shape of a
paraliedogram. At eacbh end are the
courts of justice, so contrived, that while
- from the usoal echo of alarge room, you
‘are prevented from hearing the evidence
in that, wherein you are sitting, you may,
without.moving from your situation, de-
rive amusement. from the . pleadings of
the coamsel in the other. Here is held
the Mayer's amual feasts, and other
public dimners, for which purpose ample
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offices are provided under the building.
But you are not to suppose from this,
that the people here are gormandizers,
so far from it, it is well known how pa-
tiently they submitted to go without their
amnual feasts year after year while the
Corporation was out at elbows: and even
now, judging from the small number
that sit down to dinner at this great civic
feast, it is supposed that not one half
of those -invited attend, otherwise they -
would, as on former occasions, be more
aumerous. Here also are held the as-
semblies and coteries, which in the win-
ter season are numerously attended, as
well by the higher classes resident in the
town, as by the nobility and gentry of
the environs. Adjoining the Town-hall
is the council-chamber, where the magis-
trates of the town hold a court of record
every Wednesday, for the adjustment of
trifling disputes and other business. In
this reom are many pictures of persons
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who have been benefactors to the town,
_but most of them in a wretched style, ‘
particularly that of Queen Elizabeth.

. Leaving the Town-hall, T passed by
a very venerable looking Church, which
I was sorry to see had lately been disfi-
gured by some paltry gingerbread orna-
ments of angels, and I knew not what,
stuck on each side the grand entrance
door way, wholly incongruous with the
simplicity of the original building. Thus
you. find even- this place has its Goths

and Vandals, who, prompted by a bar- " .

barous  taste, in endeavourmg to lmprove, ,
destroy, the purity and simplicity of the
* architecture adopted with so much chast-
ness and propriety by our ancestors. But
this is not the only deformity this church
"l;as been destined to undergo, for en the,
south side, wluch fronts the Market-
place, a most clumsy and ill-formed ar-
cade or corridor has been erected, in

deﬁance of every rule of architecture ;
D
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a receptacle for idleness and vice; and
where, I am told, midnight’ orgies are
held, unbecoming the sacreduess of the
place; -and m\peachmg the v1g11ance of
the magistrates.
-+ At the east end of this strauge build-
ing, but in a line with it, in front, is &
- smadl prison very characteristically called
the hole, where disturbers of the peace,
.and disorderly persons are confined pre-
vious to their bemg examined by the ma-
gistrates at the Compter, on the opposite
side the way. ‘These two prisons were,
till lately, united by a gateway leading
into the Forbury, over which was a place
of confinement for debtors, but the Cor- -
poration having been deprived, by a late
act of parliament, of the power granted
them by their Charter, of enforcing the
payment of small debts, the prison Has
been removed, and the opening into the
Forbury rendered more commodiocus.
Next to this is a small aisle, communi--
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cating withinside: with the church, for:
merly the pew and- burial place. df the
sucient family of the Knollys, many of
whem, at different tumes, represeated this
borough in Parliament, down to 1760,
when it became extinct in Sir Francis
Kuellys, bart. the last Member of that
family. Were all these buildings te be
taken down, which might be done at.a
small expence, and without- detriment.to
sny one, the south side of the church
might be 8o improved by additional doors
aad windows, and ether ornaments, ‘in
gonsemance with the rest of the building,
aa to form a pleasing object on entering
the Market-place from any part of the
towad, as well as improve the entrance;
which is now too narrow, into one of the
plessantest spots in the county. This is
calied the Forbury: on the south and
west sides it is enclosed with houses, a
part of the church-yard, and the mag-

nificent ruins of the Abbey, which have
D 2
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hitherto bade defiance to devouring time,
and the sti}l more destructive energii;s of

man. On the north is a long terrace
walk, bourided by a low wall, affording
8 délightful view of the Oxfordshire hills,
elothed with woods, - interspersed with
rich corn . fields, and gentlemen’s seats,
extending ‘one'beyond the other as far as
theeye can reach. Between the hills and
the town is a fine fertile valley, through
which Old Father Thames majestically
but slowly winds along; sceming to cast
a.longing lingering eye on this place,
from which, though within so short a
distance, he has for ages been excluded:
Following the river eastward, with the
eye, we see it gradually disappear behind
the hills, and again, while pasginé round
" a promonfory, emerging into sight, thus
elternately appearing and disappearing,
’till it is finally concealed from the ep=
raptured spectator, by the rich foliage
of thesurrounding country. 'Charming
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s this spot is, its beauties ave all lost to
the inhabitants ; you will hardly credit
theassertion, when I te)l you, this delight-
ful texrace is for a great way bordered by
am enormous dunghill, formed by the sca-
venger and the nightman. The road
lending through it is mended, or rather
deteriosated, with broken brichs, tilés,
&e. &c. collected from the ruins of old
buildings, laid up in this place, . by
different warkmen, who seem td consadey
it vather as a deposit for their rubbish
than a promenade, as it ought to be, for
.the ladies. In front of the houses is a
plot of grass of a semicircular form, in
part surrounded with palisadoes, and in
port by a muddy-ditch, the general re+
ceptacle of dead dogs, cats, and carrion
of all kinds, sufficient to breed a pesti~
lesiice in this otherwise salubrious spot.
Attempts have at times been made ta
imaprove this pleasant plase but without

offoct, as must he the ease; ’till the Cors
) P 3
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poration remove the fairs, annually
held here, to a more convenient situ-
ation, and where the youthé also of the
town may be indulged without nyolesta-
tion, to enjoy their pastimes as they have
been allowed to do here for two cen~
turies past. At the eastern extremity
of the Forbury is the County Gaol and
Bridewell, a modern brick building, on
Mr. Howard’s plan. Inthe frent is the
keeper’s house, and at a small distance
behind it, is a very neat chapel, where
the church service is performed every
Sunday. The rest of the building, itv
the form of a square, contains the dif-
ferent wards and cells, which are fur-
nished with every necessary convenience
that can be expected in such places; so
that even solitery confinement here is
rendered much less irksome than in the
Town Bridewell, and the cells being
perfectly dry, from their exposure to.the
sun and air, the bealth of the cenvict is -
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not’ undermined, tho’ his spirits, as was
intended, may-be broken. - Behind the
wards is a large court yard, surrounded
by a high wall, but open to the sun;
here the prisoners occasionally welk, or
when sentenced to hard labor, are em-
ployed in ‘sawing stone, wnod, er suth
other work as can be procured for them.
Round the outer wall of the prison is a
garden, enclosed with another wall, but
lower; where some .of the convicts are
occasionally .employed : at such times;
and I believe from their first entering
the prison, they are dressed in party co-
lored clothes, ‘half blue, half yellow,
from head to foot, except the shoes.
This ‘method has been adopted, as well
to render their escape more difficult, as
to prevent infectious diseases being in-
troduced into the Gaol, by means.of their
own dresses; these, in the mean time;
are carefully fumigated with brimstone,
in an ifon stove provided .for that pur-

v
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poie, and reiwrned o them, when going
to be trivdor distbarged. On leavieg
the prison, I retumed the way I .came
intg the Markst~plage ; this iy neariy
of 3 tyisngular ferm, and: hepd very
‘ugat and clean, at the expence of thwe
Qorporation, whe thus set an example
whigh the: different parishos im the town
weuld do well to follew., Omeach sidé
ane sheps decorated m the best. style,
whete goasds of every description’ may
be: had as ¢heap-as in London. Nearky
in the centre is a large stone lamp post,
if suck it may be ealled, of a trianguiar
form, to cerrespond, k suppese, with that
of tha Market-place, but of what order
of archifecture, I was not able to dis-
eover; some of the ornaments however
are British, some Roman, and some E-
gyptian. The base, or pedestal, is, as
you may conclude from its shape, di-

vided into three eompartments, in ome - =

of which, cemposed of the same kind of
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gingerbread work I mentioned before,
are the town arms, consisting of five
maidens’ heads placed lozenge wise, the
middle one crowned, the others orna-
mented ‘with gatlands of flowers ; but
I w as informed by a great antiquary,
who resides here, that this was not
correct, the original ‘arms having been
five maidens’ heads, véiled as nuns,
and ‘not in the meretricious dresses they
are here represented ; as to the middle
one being crowned, he says, it was only
introduced in tompliment to Queen Eli-
zabeth, who was a greht benefactress to
the town, and consequently might very
well now be omitted. In -another com-
partment are the arms of the founder,
and in the third an inscription on a brass
plate, recording the time of its erection.
The three facets, or corners of the base,
are ornamented with what I at first mis-
took for bundles of sticks or fagots,
with & woodman’s axe thrust into the
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ends of each of them ; byt the same

learned gentleman assured me, that they
were intended to represent the fasces and
axes ugnally carried before the Romap
Consula, in tokep of their supreme pow-

er;. 1f &0, they are certainly not appro-
pnatel} intrpduced herq, as the Corpe-
- ratipn have qnly.a delegated, not a sur
preme powex; they may whip, but net
. behead, .ap offender : 1 would therefore
recommend that the axes be taken away,
and the fasces Jeft, as. beiog all that is
clagsicallyneqessary to represent that des
grsc .of pawer. the Corporation readly
possess; - On the pedestal ia raised a tris
angulag shaft, with tha facets oynawenty
ed in,the Fgyptisn style, and surmount.

ed at the top with something like an

aeovs M each corner of the pedestal
s a: large lamp, for the maintenance
 whereof, far ever; I am told, the foundex
has fupded a sufficient sum of maney in

apeuitics, under the mapagement of the.
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€orporation. It is surrounded by a
handsome iron railing, and may, upon
the whole, De called a pretty, rather
than a correct, design for & lamp post.
Leaving the Market-place, I turned
up a narrow street, on my right hand,
formed by oné broad street being divid-
ed into two, by 2 row of Houses built
Iong'ltuduially, nearly half " its length.
There was a proposal made, some years
ago, by some of the inhabitants of the
town, to purchase and take down 'the
whole row, which might then have been

done at a S‘mail' expence, several of the
houses being' in a dilapidated state, but

the scheme getting vent, most of the
tenants pixrchased' their own housés, and
rebuilt many of them, thus putting it
out of ‘the power of the schemers to

remove them, as proposed ; however,.

they stifl flatter themselves, that this im-

provement may take place prior to the'

millennium, if not within' a century or

[y}
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two. Near the entrance of this street is
a handsome new-built Market-house, for
butchers’ meat, poultry, butter, eggs,&c.
Itis a long square, communicating with
the Market-place, at the north-eastern
extremity, and divided into two compart-
ments by a row of butchers’ shops run-
ning along the middle, from one extre-
- mity to the other; fronting which is ano-
ther row, with a passage between them.
In the other division is the fowl-market ;
" both are very well supplied on the Sa-

- turday, which is the general market day

here, though there is another on Wed-
nesdays. Possessed of so convenient a
market-house in nearly the heart of the
town, it is astonishing that the green-
grocers, and others, should be permitted,
in the ‘manner they do, to obstruct the
highways with their stalls, which are to
be seen in every street, with baskets of
potatoes, and other vegetables, placed on
the foot-ways, for those who choose to -
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tumble over them, in addition to the
nuisance arising from their refuse, be-
ing left to rot in the streets. This,
and the opposite, street is so narrow,
that two carriages cannot pass at a
time in either of them; on which ac-
count the footways are ohliged to be
proportionally narrow, uotwithstanding:
this, many of the shopkeepers have been
allowed to throw out bow-windows to
their shops ; these, overhanging the path,
oblige the foot-passengers to walk the
greater part of the way in the high read,
among carts and carriages, but if this is
attended with difficulty and danger, he
is amply compensated by the great plea-
sure he must feel on viewing, as he goes
along, the diffcrent slaughter-houses on
either side the way. Here, he may see
the. patient ox, after a life of labor and
toil, for the benefit of the human race,
ignominiously and brutally dragged by

the horns te.the slaughter: there, ano-
. E . *
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ther just expiring, from a blow directed
by an unerring arm, and from' the blood
which flows like a torrent from his se-
vered wind-pipe, while the air resounds
with his groans. In another part he may
behold the unfeeling butcher twisting
the tail and screwing down the head of
the innocent calf, still moaning after its
dam, while the fatal knife is piercing
his throat: or the harmless sheep, and
bleating lamb, almost flayed alive, and
their entrails torn out, as a reward for
having elothed their ungrateful masters
from their own backs. Add fo this,
rivers of blood flowing in the kennels,
and then say, if any inconvenience can
be too great to undergo for such a gra-
tification ? I mean as to a Readingen-
sian, whose sensibilities do not appear to
me to be of the finer sort, otherwise I
should think a sight like this would not
be suffered in the heart of so great a
town ; as for myself, I must confess my
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feelings are not yet sufficiently callous
to allow me to partake of such scenes
with pleasure : I therefore made the
best of my way to the end of the broad-
er part of the street; when, turning on
the left, I soon came to a church, of a
fanciful, though not unpleasing, struc~
ture ; .the tower, which is square, being
composed of alternate compartments of
flints. and free-stone, each about a foot,
square, something like a tessellated pave-
ment. The body of the church has no-
thing remarkable in it, except a few mo-
numents, among which are two or three
to former benefactors of the town. The
cburch-yard 18 extensive, and well filled,

but I am sorry 4o say, the graves are not
" kept. in such order as decency requires.

One thmg I could not help. noticing,
that whereas in all other places the dead
are buried, lying East ‘and West, here
they are placed jn almost all directions,

except full North and South, -as if, like
£ 9

N
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. vessels at sea, they could, at all times,
make their destined port, with a side

wind. On enquiry, however, I found, .

that those who are placed out of the com-

mon direction were methodists, which -

aceounts for this singularity. On the
south side the Church-yard, they have
began taking down some old houses to
widen the road ; and Iam assured, from
good authonty, that the remainder will
actually follow in something more than
half a century ; sothat you see the good
people of this county ‘metropolis cannot,
with propriety, be charged with mak-

ing, as some people do, more haste than

“speed; as what in other places would be
.accomplished in twelve months, will take
here more than one century to talk about
it, another to put it in train, and a third
to finish it. My attention was attracted
at this place by observing some labourers
busily employed in demolishing an altar
tomb, that appeared venerable from its
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antiquity. I was informed it had, for
nearly four centuries, protected the re-
mains of one John Leche, alias John of
the Larder; by which appellation he is
generally known ; though it was only a
soubriquet given him, in his life time,
frem his office of purveyor of the Ab-
bey. It appeared that some of those
people properly called Goths, who a-
bound in all places; conceiving the tomb
in question to be in the way of some im-
provements they were making, had or-
dered it to be taken down, on their own '
assumed authority. "When this shame-
ful violation was complained of by some
‘of the more enlightened inhabitants,
their reply was, if you can prove it to
have been John-4-Larder’s tomb, we
wﬂl cause it to be rebuilt : thus pretend-
ing to doubt of a fact, which they, as
well as every other man in the town,
imew to be true, from unerring tradi-

txon, handed down from father to son, to.'
B 8 4
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the present day ; besides this testimony,
_they knew, that the Corporation, if they
did not originally cause it to be erected,
have, ever since, made it the duty of
‘their Chamberlains to keep it in repair,
in memory of the man, who laid the
‘foundation-stone of those numerous cha-
rities, for the benefit of the poor of all
descriptions, which abound in this town.
It was, perhaps, from this tomb, that the
first idea arose in the minds of a Ken-
.rick, an_Aldworth, or a West, of devot-
ing the greater part of their fortunes to
charitable purposes, like this their proto-
" type, around whose tomb they had sport~
ed in their youth, and ‘whose pious in-
tentions they recollected, and emulated -
in old age.---—From its height from the
ground, this monument }laq long served,
if it had not originally been so intended,
for a resting place for porters, and others,
to deposit their burthens ; but, even this
charitable purpose, so grateful to heirts
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capable of feeling for their fellow men,

whose situations in life oblige them to

become, as it were, beast of burthen for

others, who have been more fortunate,

could not shelter it from the distructive

hand of daring delapidators. So long

as this ‘monument remained, to comme-

.morate ‘the founder; so long have the
neighbouring alms-houses, with the se-

veral estates, given by thé founder, for

the maintenance of their poor inmates,

been kept sight of by the inhabitants of

the town : it is now removed from their
observatlon, and we know not how soon

the nanie of the man may be foriotten,
and his foundation; like that of his

grave, be violated; by sacrilegious hands,
You will ask me, perhaps, what the Cor-

poratlon, who, in a great ‘measure, owe .
tlieir present consequence to the example

set by John-a-Lardeér, have done, to vin-

dicate his ashes ? or to punish this wan-

ton violation of the rights of the dead ?!
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Nothing.! What the Church, with her
white sheetg, her ;decretals, her. bulls,
and her, apathgma,s , Nothjng ! No one
has come forward to call the aet in ques-
tlon . The grat}tude of the Corporation
is sunk in apathy ! the People want spi-
rit.to resent it! and the Church seems
very willing to overlook this profanatlon
of the ashes of departed worth, commit-
ted to her protectlon, in ground hallowed
for the purpose, and, as at the present
day, purchased for a considerable price,
by John-a-Larder’s executors !

. Crossing the Church-yard, 1 entered
anpther, narrow street, in.a part where
cross the foot-path aﬁﬁarenﬂy just kill-
ed, w1th their reeking entrails hangmg
on each s1de fortunately, as the path
here was tolerahly wide, I got by, with-
out stumbling mto the yawning bellies
of elther of . them ;s . which seemed ca-
pable of recexvmg one much larger tban
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myself. After a few more incumbrances,
I came to another pork-shop, in the nar+
rowest part of the street ;. but here I
was not so fortunate, for; in endeavour-
ing to pass between the shop and 'a car-
riage, I brought away with meé nearly
~ half a pint of blood ia my coat sleeve,
and very prettily laced my new beaver
‘with hogs’ lard'; a eonvincing proof
that in this famoas place, * every one do-
eth that which is good in his own eyes,”
if he considers it to be for his own advan-
tage ; without paying any attention to
‘decency, good order, or thé convenience
and comfort of his neighbours. Passmg
on, my attention was drawn to a book-
seller’s shop window, but while T was
perusing the titles of the books exposed
for sale, 1 inadvertently overset 2 whole
row of earthen-ware, that, notwithstand-
ing the narrowness ot the foot-path, had
_been ranged along the ground in the front
of the next house. Disgusted with re-
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peated disasters, I made the best of my
way out of the street, but not without
apprehension of some of the houses fall-
ing on my head ;. they having been appa-
rently built in the. glorious days of good
Queen Bess, with one story over-hanging
the other, in-the usnal manner of those
times, “till they nearly met at the roof.
These, aldo, I am informed, are intended
to be purchased-by the town, and the
entrance of the street widened, but as
no period is fixed for its being done, 1
suppose it will be ad Calendas Grecas.
I should have mentioned a large two-
wheeled barrow, belonging to the grocer
at the corner, but as this is generally
placed inthe bigh road, for the apparent
purpose of overturning carts and carri-

C ol

ages, and not with the kind ‘intention of -
~ furnishing the foot-passengers with.bro-’

ken legs, it appeared to be out.of my

lie of phservation. o .

-~
'

Lot

’ .
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On the right, is a wide street, com-
municating at each end with the Mar-
ket-place ; here are dome very good
shops ; but the turning, at the bottom,
into the next street, is so nartow, as
hardly to admit of oneicarriage at a
time, and-even that must keep a line of
draft in the form of an S to enter it; I
have not been able to learn when this en~
trance is to be widened ; but I have heard
it whispered about, that one- member of
the C has been actually looking
at it, and that another has been heard
to say, he would subscribe five farthings
towards it.- The street itself, though
one of the greatest thoroughfares in the
town, is very narrow, and consequently
liable to constant stoppages, by carts and
carriages loading and unloading, at.the
‘'several shops on each side of it. At the
end of this street is a neat stone bridge,
of one arch, lately erécted by the Cor-
poration, but so unfortunately placed,’ .
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that the trading barges, which are very

long here, are obliged to pass under it
in a diagonal direction, owing to an
island situated within a few yards above,
and opposite the arch way. A proposal
was made, a few years since, to obtain

an act of parliament for the purpose of

improying the navigation of the Kennet,
in this part; and in its further passage
through the town, the very worst, per-
haps, that this country can produce, be-
ing not only exceedingly crooked and
narrow, but also so shallow, as to ren-
der it impossible to navigate boats, fully
laden, along its present channel ; and, to
add to thes¢ inconveniences, towing the
boats by horses, a method adopted in
every other part of the navigation, is
obliged to be dropt here, because: the
adjoining lands are all private property.
This proposition, so desirable for the
improvement of the town, as well as for
the advantages expected from -it to the

1
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navigator, was prevented, by the inter-
ference of the proprietor of the river;
but, on what grounds, I am yet to learn.
. From the bridge, you enter a street
of considerable width, with very few
shops'in it, so that the traveller meets
with fewer impediments to his progress
here, than in the other parts of the town;
however, I could not help noticing the
modesty of one shop-kecper, who ‘had
taken the liberty of placing on the pave-
ment, in front of his house, about two
dozen butter firkins, 6ozing out at every
joint of the staves; opposite these, so as
to leave a space of about ‘a foot wide
for passengers, were several hundred .
weight of cheese, placed likewise in a
row; a barrel of herrings, chests of tea,
empty sugar hogshcads, a barrel of ta?,
half a dozen sides of bacon, two dozen
hams, a tub of red herrings, one of corks,
two large wheel-barrows, and a pair of
shop-steps; by these mcans rendering it
r - :
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as impossible for any one to forget the
situation of his shop, as for the most
_ cautious passenger to pass through this
chaos without bringing away some token
of the different articles the gentleman
deals in. On the same side the way, I
met with an obstruction of a different
kind : on my right hand was ranged a
quantity of second-hand houshold furni-
ture, and on my left was a cellar window,
wide open, and extending nearly across
the foot-path ; to pass these, without dan-
ger, was impossible ; I therefore crossed
over to my inn, toek a hearty, and well-
.dressed, dinner, and then sat down to

give you the above account of my pere-

grinations ; which, I fear, you are by this

time heartily tired of. I therefore con-‘

clude, with my best wishes.

b
Your’s, &e.
R . . . PRI -
i
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][ Hinted in my last at the. btoken
a.nd 1mperfect state of the pavement in
this town ; ; whether the. Commissoners
are sleeping, or only want jogging, I .
know not ; but.it.seems to be high time. -
they were roused, lest they fall into the
pits they have left - for others, or break
their necks by tripping against the frag-
ments of broken stones, in many places
overtoppmg the level of the ‘adjoining
pavement several mches, in wlnch state.
they are left day after day, a nnisance
to _passengers, wlthout the least notice
being taken of them, by those whose duty
itis to guard the public from injury.

About the middle of the sixteenth
century, the then existing Corjmratlon
F 2
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granted an exclusive privilege to certain
undertakers, as they are styled in the
lease, to erect an engine, whereby to sup-
ply the inhabitants with water, from the
river Kennet, for the term of one thou-
sand years: but it does not appear, that
they themselves were invested with any
such authority, by their Charter; it is
in fact 2 monopoly; and all monopolies
were, I believe, declared to be illegél, by
the House of Commons, in the reign of
Charles I ; nay, they even obliged that
Monarch to recall the patents he had
granted to several individuals, as well as
companies, for an exclusive privilege of
carrying on certain trades. If I am cor-
rect, in this statement, the exclusive right
granted by the Corporation, cannot be
valid against any other company, who .
may hereafter undertake to supply the
town, from this or any other source, on
equal, or better terms, and with more
punctuality. I was induced to make
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. these observations, from the general dis-
content expressed by those I conversed:
with on the subject, from their not being
regularly supplied with water, asthey had
a right to expect.  On enquiry, I found
this, was owing to the injudicious con-
struction of the engine, and the badness
of the pipes; the mechanical power of
the fermer being tg the resistance of the
latter nearly as ten to one; add to this,
that in the same. range, pipes were laid
down of - all bores, from two inches and
a half.diameter to six ; the consgguensge;
of ; this was, that. as the smaller bores
hecame .choaked, the water was forced.
back ogp.the engine, ‘till either thaf, or.
the .pipes, gave way; if the former,. it,
took a long time to repair it; and, if the
latter, .the streets were deluged with
wates,, which was sometimes suffered to
_stagnate for months. A friend of mine,
whe is a great fisherman, seecing a large
_pond in the atreot, before a fishmamger’s
3 Fr
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shop, mistook it for a reservoir for his
fish, and actually asked his permission o
throw a line in it.

Sych, I am informed, has been the .
state of the town, from the bursting of
4he pipes, for many years past, but I un-
derstand, that a new set of proprietors
have undertaken to conduct the works,
on better principles ; and, as far as I can
judge, from what they have hitherto
done, have shewn .a great deal of skill
and ingenuity in the improvements they-
have adopted ; their expences in conse-
quence must be gteat ; vet there can be
no doubt, but those who are benefit-
ted by their exertions, will cheerfully
contribute towards their reimburse-
ment.

These water-works are a great bene-
fit to the town, not only by supplying
the inhabitants with- water for culinary
purposés, but as they are a decurity
against fire ; now rendered the more ne--




The Stranger in Reading 63

el 2 g

o

cessary on account of all the former
dipping-places, on the Kennet and neigh-
bouring brooks, having been closed up,
by the modern improvements the town
has undergone. But it is evident, that
this cannot, at all times, be relied on, as
either frost or floods are liable to puta
stop to the operation of the machine; in
either. case, should.a fire happen, the
greater part of the town, but particu-
larly the Market-place, having only the
wells to depend on, which are soon ex-
bhausted, might be endangered, for want
of a sufficient supply of water to keep
the engines in full play. This inconve-
nience, I think, might be remedied, at
an easy expence. There isa perennial
spring, of fine water, belonging to the
Corporation, called the Conduit, from
its having formerly supplied- the Abbey
with a purer elcrent -than that afforded
by the river. - It is situated on'a hill of
sufficient elevation to be capable, by its
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own gravity, of being conveyed by pipes

to the highest part of the town, without

the assistance of mechanical powers. Had
the ‘worthy gentleman, 1. mentianed in

my former letter, who erected the lamp~'

post -in. the Market-place, converted- it
into a founfain, fer the benefit of the
neighbourhood, it might have been of.
~ incalculable service. To do this, no-
thing more was wanting, than to. have.
formed the base into a large bason,. sup-
plied with cocks at the facets of. the
three angles, and covered over Wwith a
handsome cupola, whereon the shaft.
might have been-erected as it mow is,.

with its accompanying lafop<irons: the:

whole additional expence would have.
been in the leaden pipe to convey the:
water ; but, as this would not have re-
quired a great’ bore, perhaps two hun-
dred pounds would have been_sufficient
to have completed this truly desirable
object, ' :

e ——
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« Among the nuisances that embarrass
the passages of this populous town, may
be reckoned umbrellas; these are now
used by every class, from the peer, the
parson, or the magistrate, down to the
porter or the pot-girl. For this reason, -
I seldom go out on a wet day ; there be-
ing then no passing these formidable bar-
riers without being blessed with a pail-
full of water down your back, or having
-one of your eyes thrust out with the
brass ends of the ribs, extending, for
this express purpose, two inches beyond
the silk covering. Heavens! what have
I not undergone, when overtakerr by a
shower? 1 have found my steps re-
tarded, or my way obstructed, by some
diminutive old hag, with an enormois
umbrella over her head; extending more
than a yard beyond the foot-path, pre-
cluding passengers from all possibility of
passing in a direct line: thus. situated,
I have sometimes been obliged to pre~
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cipitate myself into the high-way, at the
expence perhaps of 2 ¢lean pair of white
stockings,and when I had reeovered my
former track, have heen again and again
thrust out of my course, by a whole row
of land ilortoises, of; the. same descrip-
tion, whyo, seemed to have -conspired to
drown. oue half of - the people they met,
and to:make those bekind them run mad.
It is for this reason, I suppose, that every
one here wears hoots ; it being as unecom- .
" mon te see g tgilpr’s apprentice without
them, as a shoe-black without an um-
brella; a custom that might induce &
stranger 'to _supposé, that every one he
met was going ta take horse, when per-
bhaps he was only in search of a leg
of mutton, or a buynch of turnips, for
dinner. As to the ladies, you know, they.
- are always ready to meet the gentlemen
half way ; it cannot therefore be sur-
prising, if, following the fashion, they
also have adopted hajf baots.
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While speaking of the ladies, I can-
not help noticing a custom assumed by
the pretty misses of this place, of walk-
ing, three or four together, arm in arm,
but so intent in conversation, or so wrapt
up in the contemplation of their own
dear selves, that they seém -incapable of
distinguishing  any other objetts about
them ; thus the blind, the lame, and the
halt, the aged and infirm, are obliged to
give way to these impenétrable phe-
lanxes; it is in vain the passenger en-
deavors to slip by them, by taking the
wall or the gutter, for like good gene-
rals, they are always on the watch, to
prevent the enemy turning their’ flanks.
If he happen to bé in their rear, he has
no alternative but crossing to the other
‘'side of the way; and if he should be so
unfortunate as to come up with ‘their
vdin, he stands a very good chance of
being upset, or thrown off his‘bas'is ;- for
the dear creatures nevei give any quar-
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ter. .1 was a long time puzzled how to -
act upon these occasions ; at length I hit
upon the following ruse de guerre, which
has answered beyond my most sanguine -
expectations : pretending to be as absent
from thought as themselves, I take care ‘
to dodge one of them, just as you have
seen people do who have met in a hurry,
now backwards, now forwards, now they
fly to the right, now to the left, always
taking the same direction, till they either
come in contact with each other, or one
of the parties makes a full stand, for the
benefit of both. - By this manceuvre, 1
generally succeed in breaking their line,
though I have never yet been able to
disperse them altogether, or fo put them
out of countenance..

Would it not be more becoming in
.such young ladies, and a greater proof
of their good sense, if they were some-
times to give way to the urgency of other
people’s affairs ; and; upon all occasions,
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to remember, that the meanest indivi-
dual has as much right to pass in the
open streets,- wnthout mterruptlon, as
themselves ? -

There is one more nuisance in this
town, which' I must 'mér{tion, tho' with
regret, as it concerns one:of the mmplest-
but best charactersinit: This is apoor in-
dustiious fellow; whio traverses thie streets:
from morning °till ‘night,. with a large.
basket on each arm, fiHéd with cakes and
other rarifies for children’; continually
calling out Nice new ! nice new! with
sometimes the gratifying addition- of-—-
Here they be ! two sizes bigger than last
week ! in a melancholy tone of voice, suf-
ficient to unstring: the ‘nerves, and damp
the vivacity of a French dancing master.
This poor fellow, with his: baskets, so
completely blocks up the way,: wherever
you chance to meet him, that, however
great your liurry, your ‘passage is for a:
while iuterrupted; and yet, upon such
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occasions, so great has been my respect
for his character, for industry, honesty,
and his affectionate regard for some near -
female relatives ; to make a small provi-
sion for whom, he is said wearly to starve
himself, that I have, every time we met,
almost involuntarily put my hand te my
bat, to pay him that compliment, which
custom has taught us to pay to our su-
periors. In consonance with the sim-
plicity and goodness of his heart, he has
been perverted to methodism, and has the
honor to blow the bellows for the chapel
organ. On one of these occasions, hap-
pening to fall a-sleep in his seat, during
the sermon, which he did not very well
comprehend, and dreaming he was tra-
versing the streets with his baskets, he
all at once broke out in his usual tone
All hot! all hot! to the great entertain-
ment of the congregation, who, notwith-
standing the solemnity of the occasien,
could not help smiling at the abmpt-
ness of the interruption.
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This town has, at all times, been fa-
mous for odd charactcrs, whe, from their
peculiarities, have "attracted the notice
of the public ; among those, of the pre-
sent: day, may be reckoned Milk below,
Maids ¢ 'This person, like Mice new !
has many excentricities in kis manner,
but not one that impeachcs His character:
he is sober, horest, and industeious, and
therefore a better member of society than
many that pride themselves on belonging
to a higher rank, Whether his excen-
tricities are natural or assumed, T camot
~ take 'upon myself to say, but they are
certainly inoffeisive. At times he em-
ploys himeelf in hawking fish about, and
during the winter season, you may hear
his melodious cry of Periwinks!. peri-
winks ! in every street, accompanied with
the trilling blast of his harn, which he is
-pever without : at other seasons ‘he res
of errands, or cries milk, at any time of
the day but the usual one, when his horn

G 2
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18 of great use in ealling out the Naiads
and Goddesses of the Kitchen! In all
these occupations, and whatever may be
the season of the year, he is uncoated,
if I may be allowed the expression ; his
waistcoat is tied behind with & number
of ribbons of various colors; his hat is
covered with a profusion of flowers; and
~ he has generally a large bouguet in his
bosom, big enough for a stable broom,
composed of ever-greens, sun-flowers,
and flowers of all descriptions; in the
winter season, he is dressed like our
churches, in yew and holly ! and might
easily be taken for an Indian Chief {—--
With all this oddity about him, I respect

his character, and heartily wish, that
this place afforded no warse members

of society.

Considering the number of schemes,
that bhave, within the last twenty years,
been talked of, for the improvement of
the town, or the advantage of its inha-
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bitants, I am surprised at not finding’a
loeal insurance office established among
them, though netices of all the London
effices are displayed, either in large gilt
letters in the windows, or by some deviee
over the door, in almest every street in
the town: this, to an observiag mind,
one would think, must point out a cer-
tain souree of profit, within the reach
of every monied man, but which no one
has hitherto had courage or ability td
grasp. The advantage derived to this
place, from a large river, and several
broeks, running through it in different
directions, is so great, that, in case of
an accident by fire, it is very soon extin-
guished, an ample supply of water being
always at hand to keep the engines at
work; (exeept in times of frost or floods)
from ome¢ or other of these sources. In-
deed ¥ bave heard, from good authority,
‘{hat the annual revenue paid to the Lon-
don offices, from this town, ¥ more than
‘¢ 3
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sufficicnt to make good all the losses it

has experienced from fire for the last fifty
wyears. Now let us suppose, that the
town had paid for insurances only one
hundred pounds a year; this, in fifty
years, without reckoning the interest,
would amount to five thousand pounds,
and taking the average loss, in the whole
fifty years, according to the above state-
ment, at one year’s purchase, or one hun-
dred pounds, we shall find the loss in-
curred by the town, from this oversight,
to be, four thousand nine hundred

pounds! and so in proportion for every

hundred pounds laid out. It is strange
therefore, with these facts before their

eyes, that none of the great capitalists.

here, have set on foot an office of this
kind ; perhaps this can only be account-
ed for, by imputing it to that jealousy
among individuals, so common in coun-
try towns ; where each, wishing to draw
the whole emolument to himself, had

-

]

|
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rather see any scheme fail, however lu-
crative it might be, than his neighbour
should share with him in it. But an
insurance office ought not to be estab-
lished for the enriching of a few indi-
viduals only ; if it should, the inhabit-
ants at large might as well continue with
the old ones; as it must be of no moment
to them, whether individuals, in another-
place, or here, should alone reap the. be-
nefit. Let every insurer partake both
of the risk and the profit, and I am
convincced an office might easily be esta-.
blished here, that would very soon su-

persede all the others. : .
. There has lately been erected here,
_aneat little Theatre, where a very res-
pectable company perform, ( I had almost .
said to empty benches, ) for a few weeks
‘in autumn ; but certain it is, they meet.
with very little encouragement from the-
inhabitants : this is partly owing to-the.
bigotry of the methddists ; and inpart to..
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the immodernte thisst for gain, that per-
vades every elass of shop-keepers, mak-
ing them regret the loss of every shilling,
that, by any eother means, is prevented
from finding its way to their tills. Thus
the sond af Thespis are almost banished
from a town, whose inhabitants might
certainly benefit from their exhibitions,
if they were properly emcoursaged here,
as they are among the most polished na-
tions of Europe.. It is well known, that
theatrical exhibitions were enceuraged
in all the republics of ameient Greece ;-
and even the more austere inhabitants of
Rome were indebted to them for a great
part of their morality and civilization ;
but, in thia enlightened town, they are
not enly received with disgust, and treat-
ed with neglect, but. the. people are in-
structed, from ‘the pulpit, ‘to consider’
them as dangerous to religion, and en-
gines of the Tempter to seduce them '
From theit religious duties, Thus, after
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easting a* dimness over their own sight,
their preachers endeavor to prevent their
hearers benefiting by the light of others,
whose creed may be equally orthodox,
though somewhat more enlightened. I
would not have you, however, infer from
this, that the generality of tradésmen here
have no taste; far from it, all I mean
to say is, that they display much more
in decorating their shops, than in improv-
ing their minds, by participating in the-
atrical amusements. Itis probable they
have been encouraged to pursue this line
of ‘conduct, by the advantages they de-
rive from their local situation, between
two rivers, which, uniting with many of
the canals, already finished, in the wes-
tern division of the kingdém, enables
them to supply, not only the inhabitants
of the borough, but also those of the
neighbouring towns, and villages, for
many miles round, with every article of
calonial consumption, and home manu~
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factures, on dqual terms with those of
the capital.. Thus many of them grow
rich, by persevering. industry, who can
scarce write their names ;; and, by their
success, give encouragement to those,
who succeed them, to follow the same
track. Another advantage they derive,
is from the numerous stage~coaches that
pass through the town, almost evepy
hour in the day: an accommodation that
. enables the tradesman here, who leaves
his home in the merning, to trameact
what business he may bave to do in Los-
don, and to return the same evening.
'This facility of travelling, and the ready
communicatiop. with the capital, cneoun-
-Tages many respectable. private families
to reside. here, in preference to other
places : to this .choice, . however, they
‘mave other inducements ; ameng these
. may be reckoned, the cheapness ‘and re~
‘gularity of the markets, which are pro-
fusely supplied with every article the
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choicest voluptuary can require; - for,
‘though this' is en inland' town, fish may
be fiad every day by two o’cleck, fresh’
from Billingsgate market. The bread
also is the finest and whitestin the king-
dom, as well as the best tasted, if eaten’
within four and twenty hours after it
has' been baked ; but after that time, it
is havsh, dry, and unpleasant to the taste:
whether ‘this ‘be owing to the nature of
the gratn, from which it is made, or the
want of a sufficient quantity of alum in
the mixture, is not for me to determine.
Theugh I cannot say much in praise of
their beer, I think it is as good as the
most skilful modern chymist could brew
without melt or hops. "To these sub-
- stantial allurements, may be added a va-
riety of amusements, that are to be found
here. I have already mentioned the The-
atre ; to this may be added, horse-races,
reviews, balls,-assemblies, coteries; card-'
- parties, and concerts, for the ladies; fish-
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ing; hynting, coursing, and shooting, for
the gentlemen ; for, notwithstanding the
insulting prohibitory mandates of almost
every petty lord of a manor, exhibited in
the newspapers previous to the shooting
season, the gun still follows with impu-
nity, where the dogs lead. Were Ia
lord of a manor, and wanted to preserve
my game, instead of forbidding, I would
invite, all sportsmen to shoot on it, that
wished to do so ; because, if I know the
disposition of my countrymen, I am con-
vinced that every true sportsman would
use the indulgence with moderation, be- ‘
cause he would feel it an obligation ;
while, on the contrary, he would do his
utmost to destroy the game on forbidden
ground, because he would feel it a duty
to resist the assumption of such arbitrary
power : from those who were not real
sportsmen, I should have nothing to fear,
because their want of skill, by rendering
the birds shy, would be one of the best
means of preserving them.
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1 had almost forgot to mention the
dispensary, lately established here, by
voluntary subscription ; attended, in
rotation, by the physicians and apothe-
caries, gratis. This is one of those mo-
dern charities, which this nation abounds

‘with, more specious in appearance, than
effectual in its consequences. It is,

I believe, still problematical, whether
the science of medicine has been bene-
ficial, or detrimental, to the human race?
Were the professors of this art, to con-
fme their practice to a few simple, and
kn_own cases, and apply for their cure,
such medicines only, as have been proved
efficacious, I have no doubt but great
benefits might be derived from them ;

‘but when the gentlemen of the faculty
presume to prescribe various and discor-
' _dant drugs, in the cure of diseases, ori- |
ginating from causes, which, with all
“their skill, they have been unablé to dis-

cover, then it is, that medlcme instead
H
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of being a relief to the patient, becomes
his distruction. How far this establish-
ment may answer the benefits expected
to be derived from it, I cannot say; but,
if we may judge from the last annual
return of the managers, the good deriv-
ed from it, was not inconsiderable. From
this statement, it appears, that 409 pa-
tients have, in the course of the year,
been supplied with medicines, and ad-
vice, gratis ; of these, 305 had been
cured, 45 were still on the list, and the
rest; as might have been expected, had
either died or ran away! But, what
appears to me, most extraordinar y in this
statement, is the number of poor patients,
in such an opulent place as this, and where
more than 300 of the poorest are provid-
.ed for in the parish-workhouses, and con-
sequently can have no claim to relief from
the dispensary. If we take the popula-
tion of the townat 10,000, and allow one-
fourth, or 2,500 for the indigent, which
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is a very great proportion, and deduct
. from it 500, for such as are otherwise
_ provided for, the remainder will be 2000;
this, divided by 409, (the number it
appears applied for relief,) will give
nearly one in five sick, in this discription
of persons, at a time when no epidemical
disorders prevaited, and when the other
classes seem to have been unusually free
fromdisease. At first, I was very much
surprised to find, that so many of my
fellow-creatures had gone through a
regular course of physic with impunity,
till, having recourse to calculation, I
found, that the quantity of drugs dis-
pensed to each patient, did not cost quite
three shillings ; a sum totally inade-
quate to produce that mortality, which
would have followed, among an equal
number of richer patients, who could
have qgfforded to die secandum artem.-—
What a blessing is poverty !

H?Q

~
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At.my first arrival, I had some diffi-
culty in understanding the natives; as
they use a jargon not very harmonious,
or grammatical. Like their ancestors,
the Danes and Saxons, they still retain
the plural en, in many words, as housen,
horsen, hosen, except oxen, for which
they use oxes. Their nouns have only
two genders, the masculine, and feminine:
these serve for all purposes, but the for-
mer is most in use. The personal pronoun
him, contracted into in, serves, when join-
cd to the foregoing word, to express every
thing, whether animate, or inanimate;
male, or female ; thus, if I ask for the
paper, the waiter will perhaps tell me,
“ A gem’man has gott’in in hand, but
he’ll bring’in when he’s done with’in ;*
I onc day heard a lady call to her little
boy, ‘* Take care of that cow, Billey,
he’ll butt you with his horns.”” As to their
verbs, they so confuse the moods, tenses,
and numbers, as to render it impossible
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for the best philologist to comprehend
their meaning. In most other places,
two negatives make an affirmative : but
this is not the case here ; where you will
frequently hear such sentences as, I ne-
ver did nbthing to offend him; I do'nt
know nothing about it ; however, by re-
versing the idea, as the eye is said to do
objects in vision, and supposing them to
intend just the reverse of what they say,
I often catch their true meaning.
There is one remark a Stranger can-
not fail to make in this place; and that
is, the number of bald-headed people he
is in the daily habit of seeing: at first,
I thought this phenomenon might be
owing to their well-water, which is
strongly impregnated with the sulphate
of lime; but I have since altered that
opinion, on observing that many of these
smooth headed people have an utter aver-
sion to that element: never suffering it

to come within their lips. Some people
3
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think it is owing to the heat of the brain,
which drys up all the pores intended for the
nourishment of the hair, that vegetable
ornament of the humfm head ; but this
I can by no means admit, as I have met
with some instances, where it was evi-
dent the patient never possessed any
brains at all ; I must, therefore, leave
this question, for the present, undeter-
mined, but not without hopes, that the
medical staff here, which is sufficiently
numerous for all good purposes, will, on
on some future day, give us a solution
that may be depended upon.- '

I was going to congratulate the town
on having all at once got rid of their
attornies, ’till 1 found, strange to tell,
that the name only, and not their profes-
sion had been changed : those, who were
before attornies, being now solicitors: a
change, however, that carries with it
some propriety; as under the name of
attornies, nobody knew what they were,
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or what the word meant, *till they felt it.
Bailey says, it is derived from ad, Latin,
and. tour, French, and that it signifies,
every man in his turn ; but the attorney
first, as is most natural ! ' Under the
word, solicitor, however, which they
bave adopted, there can be no doubt but
they mean to be solicitous, either for the
good of their clients or themselves ; but
which will have the preference we must
leave to posterity.to determine.

It is surprising, that inso high spirit-
ed a town as this, the system of begging
should be. universally psactised among
the lower "qrdeys. . If, . you ask one of
these the time of the day, you are imme-
diately called upon for charity ; if you
have to walk through a gateway, chil-
dren ‘are planted at it to ask_charity ;
and every one you meet in the dress of
poverty, asks charity, though they are,
or have a right to be, amply provided
for by.their- parishes ; - hut-this contemp-



88 The Stranger in Reading. .

tible, degrading spirit, is not cenfined
to real paupers : men who can earn from
20 to 30 shillings a week wages, are not
only, not above asking for drink money,
every day they are employed, but even
look upon it as their right, and will re-
sent it, if their demand be not complied
with, by trifling away that time, which
is not properly their own, but their em-
ployers: and thus adding dishonesty to
imposition. I have heard, that in Italy,
where the poor work for a julio (six-
pence) a day, they never beg, and even
resent- it as an qffront when charity is
offered them ; and yet my high-spirited
countrymen, who have ten times that
sum, are so lost to all sense of decent
pride, as to become almost common beg-
gars, without blushing at their own base-
ness of spirit. :

In the above picture of the town, and
its inhabitants, I am fearful you will
accuse me of partiality ; but, I can as-
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sure you, it is drawn from. the life ; and
if it should afford you any entertainment,
it will be a sufficient recompence for the
time bestowed upon it, by

"Your’s, &c. &c.

Reading, —
wim
LETTER IV,

7‘!0 e .

IN. compliance- with the wish
you expressed in your last, that I would
give you some account of the progress,
and present state, .of literature, in this
town, I have now the pleasure of send-
ing you such information as I have been
able to collect, either from reading, or
.conversation with the inhabitants. 1
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could have wished that it had been more
full and satisfactory than it is; for, un-
less I have overlooked in it, as is very
probably the case, many-respectable wri-
ters, and learned natives, of the town,
you will conclude, that the soil of Rea-
ding has. not been very productive of
men of genius, and that the few names
here recorded, have added very little to
the general stock of the literature of the
~ country, In the early period of our his-
tory, down to the introduction of print-
ing, every species of learning was almost
exclusively confined to the secular and
regular clergy : it is therefore among
these only, that we can expect to find
the subjects of our present enquiry, to
that period. But of these, I have only
discovered three or four,

The first upon record, is Robert de
Radynge, whe probably took his sur-
name from his native town, as was com~
mon, among learned men, in those days.
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He was prior of Leominster, a cell to the
Abbey of Reading, to which he was pro-
moted by the abbot, he being one of the
monks belonging to the monastery from
whence most of the priors were taken.
All we know of him further is, that he was
a great mathematician, and died in'1190.

*. The next was, Robert Grosstéte,
{ Anglice Thick-head*) Bishop of Lin-
coln, who was consecrated here in 1235 ;
but we have no account of his writings:
only he is said to have been a very learn-
ed man.

. Robert Mason, born at Reading,
" was educated at Oxford, where he took
the degree of Doctor in Civil Law.——
He was afterwards archdeacon of North-
. umberland, and precentor of Lincoln.

® This family must have been originally nu-
merous, as many of their descendants are still to-
be found in various parts of the town.

S : Editor.
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His writings have’ probably long smce
perlshed He died in 1493. - - '

Mr. John Blagrave was a very emi-
nent mathematician, as appears from his.
numerous publications. He resided here
the greater part. of his life; but whether
he was a native, or born at one of the
family seats in the neighbourhood, is un-
certain : he died in 1611, 'and was buried
in St. Lawrence’s church, under a monu-
ment erected in conformity with the in-
struetions given in his will.

Nathaniel Canon, a native, was born
in the sixteenth century : he was vicar
of Hurley, and published some sermons,
which are now probably lost. He died
in 1664. , . v

Mr. Thomas Turner was educated at
the free school at Reading; from whence _
he went to St. John’s College in Oxford.
He was patronised by Archbishop Laud,
by whose interest he became successively
chapldin in ordinary to Charles I. canon
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tesidentiary of St. Paul’s, and ninth dean
of Canterbury. On the breaking out of
the civil war, he was sequestered from
his livings, and obliged to conceal him-
self from his enemries. Charles II. re-
stored him to all his dignities; but these
‘he did not long enjoy, dying in 1672,
and was buried in Canterbury Cathedral.
If the following lines on his father’s tomb-
stone were written by this gentleman,
they afford but an indifferent specimen of
his abilities as a writer, at least as a poet :

Fourscore I lived, four stemns 1 1eave ‘bci;inde,

Four times of Readinge maioraltic sustained.

My soule in Christ’s hand I have resigned,

And here my corpes interred do remaine.

The grave her due, his tribute death requu‘cs,
Happy is he whose soule te heaven aspires.

He left behind him three sons one of
which, Dr. T. Turner, was archdeacon
of Essex, president of C. C. College,
Oxford, precentor of St. Paul’s Cathe-

_dral, and chaplain in ordinary to Charles
1
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II. he died April 30,1714, and was buried
in the chapel of his college, where there
is a long inscription to his memory. He
was a most munificent benefactor to the
society for the relief of the widows and
orphaus of the established clergy: to
which he bequeathed the sum of 20,0001. °
With this sum, the trustees purchased an
estate at Stow-Nine-Churches, in North-
amptonshire, where a monument was
erected to his memory, a print of which
has been engraved by Sturt.

William, the second son, was D, D.
archdeacon of Northumberland, and died
in 1685.

Dr. Francis Turner, the other bro-
ther, past in regular succession through
the whole course of ecclesiastical prefer-
mgnt : He was- fellow of New College,

-in Oxford, and master of ‘St. John’s ;
tector of Tharfield, a prebendary of Bt.
Paul’s, dean of Windsor, bisho;i of Ro-
chester, and lastly, Bishop of Ely; all

1
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of which he forfeited at the revolution,
by refusing to take the oaths to William
III. He died in 1700, and was buncd
in a humble manner at Tharfield.

- It is very probable that these three
divines might not be natives of Reading,

L ol

_though their father was; however, I

mention them bere, to shew you, how
farevena s_mall,pqrtion of Reading blood
may advance those in life, who know

Jhow to use it with discretion.

Archbishop Laud was undoubtedly
born here, and as he says, of honest and

Andustrious parents in the clothing line.*

AHee was barne at-Redding in Barkjbire : OGobs
7. 1573, of poore and gbfcure Parents, in a Cot-

_ tage, Just over agamﬁ. the Cage: which Cage

‘fince his commmg to the Arch-bifhoprick of

’ Canle'rbury, upon complaint of Mafter Elvefion

" (that it was a difhonour the Cage fhould be fuf.
fered to ftand fo neare the House, where fo great
‘a Royall Favourite, and Prelate had his biith)
was removed to fome other place; and the Cot-
tage pulled downc, and new built by the Bifhop,

. Prynnz's Barviare,
32
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He was educated at the free-school, and
sent on'Sir Thomas Whyte’s foundation,
to St. John’s College, Oxon. He is con-
sidered by some here, as the pride and
boast of the town, but in this I must dif-
fer from them. If we trace his path
through life, we shall find him the great-
est sycophant perhaps that ever lived :
'To these from whom he expected prefer-
ment e was all obsequiousness and sub-
mission; while, to those who opposed his
measures, he was haughty, brutal, and
vindictive. That he was cruel by nature,
__cannot be doubted, he having left too
many instances -on record to prove . it.
When Felton was examined before the
High Court of Starchamber, for the mur-
der of Laud’s patron, the Duke of Buck- -
ingham, the bishop said: *“ if you will
not confess you must go fo the rack.”
to’ which the prisoner replied, « If it
must be so, I know not,,'whoip,l,mgy
accuse in the extremity of the torture:
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Bishop Laud perhaps, or any Lord at
the Board.”” Sound sense, says Judge
Foster, in the mouth of an enthusiast.—--
By his flattery to the great, he rose to
the highest dignity in the church, which
he nearly ruined by his bigotry and in-
humanity towards the dissenters. To the
arbitrary and unconstitutional principles
he is supposed to have instilled into the
mind of his unfortunate Sovereign, may
be imputed all the troubles that subse-
quently disturbed the kingdom for so

' many years, anid at length brought them

both to an untimely end on the scaffold.

Laud was rather a patron of learning
and learned men, than a great scholar.
To the University of Oxford he present-
ed 1400 MSS. in various languages, as
well as a collection of ancient coins, and
gave them part of his estate at Bray to
establish an Arabic p: ofessorshlp but
it does not appear, that he wrote any

thing considerable .himself, except his
13
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reply to Fisher, the Jesuite, and a few
sermons. Perhaps his will was the best
thing he ever wrote, as far as it regards
his native town ; wherein he confirmed
his. former gift to the Corporation, of the
remaining part of his estate and manor,
at Bray, to the value of 2001. per annum,
in trust for the benefit of the poor ;* and
appointed the heads of St, John’s College
triennial visitors, to see that the Corpora-

¢ In Abp. Laud’s Diary, written by himself, are the
following Entries : .
To fettle an Hospitall of Land iu, Redding of
100. pounds a yeare in 2 new way. I have ac-
quainted Mr, Barnard the Vicar of Croyden with
my proje&t. He isto call upon my Executors
todo it , if the furpiufage of my goods after debts
and Charges paid, come to gooo. pounds. Donre
to the value of 300. pounds per Annum,

To ere& an Arabicke LeQure in Oxford, at
leaft for my life time,my ftate not being able
for more: that this may lead the way, &c. The
Lecture began to beread, duguff 10, 1636, Done.
I have now fetled it for ever, Epzrox.
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tion properly executed the trust commit-
ted to their management. On these oc-
casions, the heads of the college are enter-
tained by the Corporation ; when we may
_suppose the accounts are regularly exa-
mined and passed ; and as it does not ap-
pear that any objections have, at any time,
been made by the visitors, to their man-
agement of the charity, we may, I think,
conclude, that it has alwa.ys'been admi-
nistered with the greatest integrity, ac-
cording to the will of the donor.

The next writer on record was Mr.

Joseph Blagrave, who seems, from the |

works he published, to have been an apo-
thecary, they being chiefly on drugs,
and the efficacy of herbs in curing all
kinds of diseases : but his principal work
was, his Introduction to Astrelogy, a sci-
ence closely connected, in those days,
with the art of healing, as it is impro-
perly called ; in which, if not an adept,
he was certainly an’ enthusipst.----This
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s ‘the onl y,qonjurer, I believe, that 'wds
‘ever born in ,Reading."" He died in 1679.
" William Creed was a divine of some
note, in the seventeenth century. He is
~ said “ to have been a zealou$ defender
of the Church of England in the worst
of times:*’* but this character does not
‘coincide with' his conduct, during the
usurpation, when he was promoted to,
‘and suffered to enjoy, the living of East
‘Codford, Wilts.—-——Perhaps, living so
nigh, he might have heard of the Vicar
of, Bray.

Christopher Cheesman, one of those
people” improperly called Quiakers, was
a native of Reading. He was living at
the restoration of Charles II. about
which timehe published a pamphlet at
London, with the following title : « An
Epistle to Charles I1. and to every indi-
vidual Member of the Counsel. Present-

® Mr, Coates’ History,

/
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ed to them'in pure love, and good will,
that they might consider of the things,
herein contained, before the King was
crowned, or had taken his oath, foras-
much as a necessity from the Lord was
laid upon the penman, of the said epistle,
in order thereto ; who is known to divers
people by the name of Christopher Chees-
man, from the town of Reading, in Berk-
shire, the 15th of the second month,
1661.”—--—As Quakerism took its rise
about this period, itis probable that Mr.
Cheesman was one of its earliest con-
verts, and, ‘as such, bore a great part in
the persecutions these inoffensive people
_underwent, for their conscientious resis-
tance to the' laws in force against them:;
particularly the one for preventing reli-
_ gious meetings in conventicles, and pri-
vate houses, and that, which was enacted
during this reign, whereby all his Ma-
jesty’s subjects were obliged to take the
oath of allegiance, when called upon by
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the magistrates ; in default whereof, they
were, for ‘the first offence; to be .impri-
soned, at the disoretion of the judges;
for the second offence, théy. incurred a
premtunire, .. wheréby . their ‘real estates
were, forfeited during their lives, and
their: personal for ever ; and, .for. the
-third, théy were to.be transported for

~séven years, to any of his MaJesty s West
Indxa. Islands. -

By virtue.of these acts, the Quakers
were persecuted with the utmaest rigor:
‘they weie imprisoned, plundered, and
stransported from every town.in the eoun-
try, but moré particularly:from.corpora-
tions, where the magistrates ‘were mare
.under the influence of the ruling powers.
Accordingly we find, they were, for
-many years, treated with all the rigor
!of the laws, 'in this.towh; but their suf-
ferings appear to-have risen to the high-
‘est pitch in this reign, about the time of
‘Mr. George Thorne’s mayoralty, whom
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the. Qnuakers cilled, ¢ A great Perse-
cwtor of the.Saints,”’ and apparently not
without reason, for, in January 1660, he
went, attended by his constables, to the
meeting, and took out this Mx. Chees-
man, and'ten others, men and women,
and commatted them to the counter ; and
in July following, he, with Mr. Alder-
man Sikes, ‘and Mr. Hyugh Siith, the
town clerk, attemded. as before, again
broke up .the meeting, and committed
‘Mr. Cheesman and forty-five others to
bridewell, for refusing to take the oath
-of allegiance ; where they remained till
the next quarter sessions, when they were
tried for this offence, and for being at an
unlawful meeting ; and on their tefusing
te give security for their good behavior,
~were re-committed tq prison, where they
‘remained *till the following April. This
-severity, used to'a set'of inoffénsive peo-
.ple; for-holdimg a few speculative tenets
luomtrary to:the estabilished churoh, might
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be supposed sufficient to have damped the
ardor of the most enthusiastic among
them ; but this was not the case: if they
were turned out of the meeting to-day,
they returned to it to-morrow; and, if
the doors were shut against them, they
held their meetings in the street, even
during the severest weather : In confor-
mity with this practice, the’ Mr. Chees-
man had undergone a severe imprisen-
ment of several months within the space
of one year : he was no sooner set at li-
berty than he returned regularly to the

meeting, where he, and six women, be-

ing again taken, were carried before
Mr. Sikes, then mayor, who, from lenity,
fined them only one shilling each, the
penalty for not being at church ; but, on
their refusing to pay the fine, he was
under the necessity of comimitting: them
again to bridewell, from whence, how-
ever, they were the next day discharged.
“This occurrence took place in 1664, and
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~a few. days after, being again found
preaching in the meeting, he was taken
from thence, with nine of his brethren,
who were dll committed to prison; to
take their trials, at the next sessions;
when this being considered the third
offence against the laws, committed by
Ms, Cheesman, and aggravated, as it was
alleged, by his carrying letters about the
country, to confirm his afflieted brethren,
he would have been transported, had not
the grand jury, through compassion, as it
is said, thrown out the bill : however, as
he refused to pay the fees, he was remand-
ed back to prison, as a factious person! -
¢ Tantum Religio potust suadere malorum.”
‘What became of him afterwards, I have
not been able to learn; but every man’s
feelings must be shocked at the cruelty
~offered to these harmless people, for ex-
«ereising their right 10 .choose their own
.religion : a right, that every other reli-

-gfious sect has at times claimed, though
3
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with the strangest inconsistency; when
in power; every one has shewn a disposi-
. tion to curb it in others.
‘Rev. James Merrick, B. A. was the
“son of a physician, who resided in this
town, and a member of the Corporation.
He was certainly the most learned divine
that Reading ever gave birth to.. His
works are numerous, and have all a ten-
dency to instruct or improve mankind.
As a furtherance to the knowledge of the
Greek language, hc'engagcd' many of the
- town’s boys educating in the free-school,
to make Greek indexes, some of which
. were afterwards published. He wrote
many poetical works of great merit: but
his translation of the psalms: is what
finally stamped his character as a fine
writer. He died in 1769, after a short
illhess, either broken hearted or insane,
perhaps both; owing to the anguish of
mind, occasioned by a most infamous
"and wicked imputation cast upon him by
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his own footman, and too lightly believ-
ed by his friends, most of whom hence-
forth shunned his acquaintance : a shock,
his sensibility could not long survive.
Mr. R. Cole, commonly called Poet
Cole, to distinguish him from a little
gentleman of the same name, who, for
the like reason was called Small Cole,
was a native of Regding, where he con-
stantly resided on the income of " a small
estate, which came to him by inherit-
ance. Having never been engaged in
business, he was induced, for want of
employment, to spend more of his time
at.clubs and public-houses than was con~
sistent with strict propriety, the’ sanc-
tioned by the general practice .of his
peighbours. It was observed on these
gcoasions, that he was the last to leave
these convivial meetings, always stays
ing as long as he could prevail on any
one of the party to keep him - company,
even at the expence gf his pocket, apd
» . <

5 .
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when this allurqment failed, he has been
known to remain at his post *till the ser-
vant came to prepare the reom for the
next day, and yet he was never known te
be intoxicated: prebably, when left to

himself on these occasions, he might be

meditating on some- expression, or some
trait in the eharacters of his companioms;
which might find employment for his
pen on the sueceeding day. ' It is a pHy
that his poems were net collected into &

volume, many of them being as credit-

able toe his head as his heart ; but want-

ing due encouragement from his brother

townsmen, they only oceasionally made
their appearance in the Reading Mer-
cury, and were forgot. He died i the
year 1777. ' Co ‘
- 'The last writér, of note, that I kave
met with, was, Mr. William Baker, a
printer, in London : he received hisedu-
cation-in bis native town, under his fa-

ther, and, by his application to sthdy;
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obtained a knowledge of the Greek, La~
tin, French, and Italian languages : he
wrote a small work called “ The Ration-
alist,” in which there were some disser-
tations that shewed a ‘thinking mind.
He also published a.selection from the
Greek and Latin writers, and several
minor pieces. Hedied in 1785.

It is rather surprising, that this town
should have produced so few learned
men, considering “the advantages the
inhabitants possessed, of having their
children educated at the Free-grammar
school, formerly free of all costs, as its
name implies : In process of time, from
the generosity of the parents, it became
customary to make the master a present
at Christmas; thiswas soon converted into
a fixed quarterage; and, at present, if I
am mformed right, it has so much deyiat-
ed from its ongmal foundation, as to have
- become a seminary for gentlemen’s sons.

only, who have no connection wnth the .
A x 3
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town; while the natives, for whose- be-
nefit alone it was instituted, are obliged

to seek their education elsewhere: but

the mischief does not end here, for the
two scholarships to St. John’s College,

. Oxford, given to the town by Sir Thos.

Whyte, for the encouragement of the
scholars, are in danger of being lost ;-it
being evident, if none but strangers are
to be educated in the school, no others

can be competent, according to the sta-
tutes, to be elected; and thus will this

great benefit be lost to the natives, un-
less the Corporation, at the next va-

cancy, should call it back to its old foun-

dation, and suffer none but natives to be

"~ educated within its walls : and this they

are better able to do at this, than at any
former period, as an excellent house has
lately been purchased, for the master,
by subscription, in addition, I believe, to
an adequate stipend for the discharge
of his duty, given by Archbishop Laud.

T




The Stranger in Reading. 111

If thistown produced so few learned
men, while the inhahitants were in the
undiminished enjoyment of their right
to give their children a classical educa-
tion at a small; if any expence, it is-much
. to be apprehended, that it will not be
more produetive in future, when this in-
valuable advantage shall be lost.--=-It
is not the selling a loaf of bread, or a
joint of meat more, that can compensate:
the town for this sacrifice of one of its
dearest rights: unless the mind be in-
formed by erudition, the gold: of the pos-
sessor Bas tast more than half its value;
and wnless the lower classes:are enlighten-
ed by education, the ignorance of the -
habitants will one day become proverbial.
It was prebably from a conviction

of this kind, that a few individuals of the
fown were indueed to set on foot & pub-
lic Tibrary, in hopes that, by rendering
the knowledge to be derived from books
of science and literature less expensive,
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many young persons, who generally spent
their leisure hours to no rational purpose,

might be attracted to the study of some
of the best authors, and, by persever-
ance, make themselves not only more use-
ful members of society, but also reflect
honor on the place of their nativity.

This establishment, called the Rea—
ding Permanent Library, is raised on a
small foundation, but such as has hither-
to proved successful in most of the great
towns in England ; neither would the
original intent of the institution admit of
a larger subscription, without destroy-
ing the principal benefit that was expect«
ed to be derived from it, that of induc-
ing the younger and lower classes to be-
come members : accordingly it was agre-
ed, that each member, on subscribing his
name, should pay one guinea advance,
and five shillings quarterly; the books
‘never to be sold (except duplicates) and
to he the joint property of the members,.
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transferable at thieir option.---This' soci-
_ety has been established two years, and
during this period, they have purchased
nearly 300 volumes, of the-best modern
authors, besides reviews, magazmies, &c.
and I am informed. that the shares are
now worth three if not four pounds each,
But as every thing in this- world
trrust have its fellow ; wo sooner was
this society establishred, with the most
promising prospect of success, than pride,
jealousy, or envy, attémpted to stifle it
in its cradle; by the establishment of
_another, on'a more magnificent scale,
worthy to be sure of this incomparable
borough, the pride and 'boast of Eng-
land, and one of the principal’ gems in
the imperial crown.’ Accordingly a sub-
scription was set on foot, for the purpose
-of raising 3000 pounds' in twenty-five
_pound shares ; but soon despairing of rais-
ing the intended sum by this means, the
shares were raised to 30 pounds, compul=



/
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sory on those who had at first subscribed
only for the original sum : by this means,
they were, at the commencement of last
year enabled to form a society, called

the Reading Literary Institution, though

it has no one trait of an institute in it;
being merely & library, with a reading-
foom for daily papers: the only thing
wherein the other society is inferior to
it, if the want of that may be considered
an inferiority, which may be supplied in
every coffee-room and pot-house in-the
town. Each subscriber of 30 pounds is
entitled to a share in the books ; there
-are also nominal, or yearly subscribers,

of two guineas each: these are intitled
to read the newspapers, and such beoks

as they may wish to see aut of the li-
brary, but have no share in the stock.

With this sum of 3000!. they took, as
I am informed, a house at forty pounds
a year, exclusive of taxes, which they
fitted up in a good style, and placed in
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it a librarian at the rate of one hundred
pounds per annum, he finding fire and
candle: so that you see here is the inter-
est of the whole three thousand pounds
exhausted, supposing it had been all
funded; but as it was necessary, that
this society, so honorable to the town,
should commence with éclat, the greater
part of the money was expended in the
- purchase of books, and 30001. 3 per cent.
consols only were purchased: the interest
arising from this sum will scarcely be
sufficient to pay for periodical werks and
daily papers, without leaving any thing
for the purchase of books : however they
flatter themselves that the annual sub-
scriptions will at least pay the expences
of -the house; and, as to books, they
have already more than will ever be read,
and therefore need no addition. From
this state of their finances, you will sup-
pose that the society must very soon die
a natoral death ; but this is not very
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likely to happen, as the promoters of the
scheme. have introduced a clause into
their agreement, that if the present price
of shares should not be found adequate
to the purpose, the subscription should
be raised to the amount required.

If we make a comparison between
the two societies, we shall ﬁnd, the one,
instituted for the good of the public at
large; the other, for the benefit of & few
individuals: the one, for accommodat- .
ing those with high priced books of
science, and general knowledge, whose
humble situations in life would other-
‘wise have deprived them the use of ; the

" _other for a lounging place, and to enable

the subscribers o read books, which, how-
-ever extravagant in price, they ought, as
they are well able, to provide at their
own -expence. Upon the whole, were I
a tradesman of Reading, I should prefer
the former, and not only subscribe to it
myself, but recommend my family, my
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apprentices, and servants to do the same.
That nothing might be omitted to re-
commend this institution to public notice,
the plan was ushered in by an elegant
littte poem, written by one of its foun-
ders; though short, it contained a vari-
ety of beauties very uncommon among
the writers of the present day. To make
an analysis of a peem like this, and at
the same time to do justice to all its me-
rits, would take more time than I can
at present bestow upon it; besides the
‘genus irritabile vatum, you know, tho’
fond of tickling, are very apt to wince
on being scratched. 1 shall therefore,
content myself with recommending it to
your perusal, not doubting but you will
be as much struck with the variety of
beawtiful passages contained in it as I
have been. ' ‘
The book most read here, is, as it
doubtless ought to be, the Bible; next

to that is Moore’s Almanack ; this may

L



118  The Stranger in Reading.
D e At At o

be found not only in every house in the
town, but also in every one in the neigh+
bourhood, and partakes nearly of the
same degree of ‘belief in its prognosti-
cations, as the Bible itself: strange as it
may appear, that in the nineteenth centu-
ry there should be found people, who can
give credit to such impostors, or believe
that men, by looking at the stars, can
foretell the state of the weather through-
out the year, when even the wisest of
themselves, cannot foresee what will fol-
low inthe spaceof thenext 24 hours. But
here their credulity does not stop : even
whitchcraft, which is exploded in every
‘other enlightened town in the kingdom, iy
as firmly believed here bymany creditable
people as-the gospel. -So late as the pre-
sent century, a poor girl, the daughter
of a tradesman, being convulsed -in an
extraordinary manner by fits, it was gi-
ven out, that she was bewitched, and
many well-meaning people among the
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sectaries, attended her, and even one of
their ministers supported the delusion,
by frequently praying by her bed-side,
that she might be released from the ma-
chinations of the witch. The rumor of
this.extraordinary affair soon circulated
through the town, and the house was

crowded with visitors, to witness what -

they really believed to be the effect of
some superpatural gift. Convinced in
their own minds, that the girl was be~
witched, it was no difficult matter to find
out the witch, in the person of a respec-
table old woman, whose family it seems,
had, for years, been suspected of.pos-
sessing some extraordinary power of this
sort; and as she was old, and possessed
more understanding than the generality
of people in her class in life, no doubt
remained on the minds of these infatu-
ated people, but that she was the secret
agent of the poor girl’s sufferings ; and

80 persuaded were they-of the fact, that
L2
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it is impossible to say what might have
been the consequences, had not Lucina
stepped in at the end of nine months,
and put an end tothe charm, by relieving
her at the same time from her burthen,
and the supposed effects of witcheraft,
to the no small confusion of the credu-
lous multitude.——-Another of the same fa-
mily, who gained a meritorious livelihood
by retailing fruit, had always been sus-
pected of being a witch, and what seemed

% confirmation strong as holy writ,”

it had been remarked by all the huck-
sters in the fruit market, that whenever .
they refused to take her offer for their
goods, they were sure not to sell them
that day. Such is the ignorance of the
lower classes of people here! Whether
they will ever be more enlightened, time
will shew; but if they should, it will
not .be by attending methodist sermons,
and pinning their faith on other men’s
sleeves, as ignorant as themselves ; but
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by trying the strength of their own
minds, and searching for truth in what-
ever quarter it may be found.-—-Notwith-
standing however this propensity for the
marvellous, I do not find thatthere are any
ghosts at present in Reading, except that
which for a century past has resided in
St. Mary’s church-yard, in the form of a
white rabbit: this fact I was told by a
respectable acquaintance here, who, to
convince me of the truth of it, very"
kindly offered to shew me the monument
into which it was always seen to run
whenever it was disturbed. Had he of-
fered to shew me the identical white rab-
bit, it had been more to the punfpose;
but this, it seems, is a favor not always
granted, for though it often shews itself
to women and children, it is, like other
. ghosts, very shy of appearing before the
incredulous.

As to works of science, history, or

general information, few ‘trouble them-
L3
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selves about them; and, as to religious
lioqks, they consult none but what are
written by their own sect, or in support
of their own religious opinions. A very
good way, no doubt, to come at the truth!

Having given you the above imper-
fect sketch of the literary men this
town has produced, and of the low state
into which all degrees of literature have,

. for the two last centuries, been reduced

here, I cannot conclude, without stating
the pleasing hope I feel, that a few indi-
viduals, of the present day, are destined,
by their present and future labors, not
only to remove this opprobrium, but to.
give a lustre to their native place, equal
to that of any other town in these king-.
doms. As a proof of this statement I
need only mention

Mrs. Le N--1, a lady possessed of
great literary talent, evinced by her se-
veral publications, both in prose and
verse, but the former are most admired,,
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particularly her Village Anecdotes and
Clara de Montfier. To make an analysis
of the beautiful passages dispersed thro’
these works would be only repeating what
has been better said in all the Reviews
and monthl'y publications; but what }
canceive to be their greatest merit is, their
general tendency to improve the morals
of the reader, at thesame time they afford
him an abundant field of amusement.

I must also mention Miss M. R.
M-----d, a young lady of great poetical
talents, whose purity of sentiment, and ele-
gance of diction, are equal to those of our
best poets, while she excells most of them
in the chastity of her style, and the harmo-
ny of her verse. A tender sensibility, the
dictates of a good and feeling heart, per-
vades most of her pieces I have hitherto
seen, which are generally of a serious
cast. Should she ever publish a collec-
tion of her works, I am confident it would
ot only be a gratifying present to the
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public at large, but likewise do honor to
this her native place.*  To convince yon
that I am not guided by partiality in
what I have said of this young lady, X
have enclosed one of her poems for your
perusal, which will, I think, convinee
you that the above is not an exaggerated
account of her poetical merit.
To the Memory of Sir John Moore.

~Wuo has not felt exulting rapture’s glow,

For England’s triumph o’er her haughty foe ?
‘Who has mot wept for England’s gallant train,
‘The slaughtered Victims of degenerate Spain ?
Of every aid, of hope itsclf bereft,

Their firmnesa and their valor only left,

Let yon ensanguined plain their triumph tell ;
Too dearly purchased—for their Leader fell !

* The writer being a étranger, has, I fear, been
misled in assigning Reading as the birth-place of
this yonng lady ; I believe, on enquiry, it will .
be found, that she is not a native, though she

certainly came very young to this place. A
Edisor.
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In Victory’s arms thus Abercrombie died ;

Thus Nelson bled, our sorrow and our pride ;
Still Britain mourns stern Fate’s relentless doom,
And ’twines the Hero's laurels round his tomb,

Lamented Chieftain! thy well-skilled command
From sure destruction saved thy faithful band ;
*Twas thine with them each painful toil to share,
*Twas thine alone the mental pangs to bear,
When warring clements against thee rose,

Before thee treacherous friends—behind thee foes,
And when at length Corunna’s towers appeared
And English vessels their proud ensigns reared,
*Twas thine to see thy bold Pursuers fly—

Nobly to conquer—undismayed to die.

Thy parting words to filial duty given;

And thy last thought to England and to Heaven.

No tawdry ’scutcheons hang around thy tomb;
No venal Mourners wave the sable plumc :

No statues rise to mark the sacred spot ;

No pealing organ swells the solemn note,

A hurried grave thy Soldiers’ hands prepare ;
Thy Soldiers’ hands the mournful burthen bear;
The vaulted Sky to Earth’s extremest verge
Thy Canopy : the Cannons’ Roar thy dirge.

Affection’s sorrows dew thy: lowly bier;
And weeping Valor sanctifies the tear. -



126 The Stranger u Reading.

Frem the Rev. Mr. T. E, W-—-—s,
a gentleman of great leaming, indefa-
tigable industry, and superior abilities,
much may be expected ; and the speci-
mens in botany, and other sciences, he
has already given, as an author, are
sufficient to prove his ability to treat
with elegance and correctness, any sub-
ject he may choose to employ his pen
upon. ' _'

To another branch- of the same fa-
mily, we are indebted for one of the:best
artists, as a.-landscape painter, this coun-
try ever produced. You know I am
not a connoisseur in paintings, and there-
fore cannot be supposed to give this as
my own private opinion, but as that of
the great body of artists, whose unani-
mous approbation of his works, is a suf-
ficient confirmation of their excellence.

The city of Londou is also under

obligations to this town for one of its
first architects, in the person of Mr.
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§—-e; whose numerous works, in the
city, and other parts of the kingdom,
are convincing proofs of his superior
abilities, in a line which has to boast
of very few masters.

To this short but gratifying list of
the natives of the town, whe at present
excell in different departments of the
arts, may be added Capt. P——h, one of
those heros, who so nobly entered the
harbour of Curragoa, and stormed the
batteries, in the face of a superior ene-
my ; and who, on every occasion, has
evinced an ardent desire to vindicate the
glory and honor of his country.

I am, &c.
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FROM the little value that
has been hitherto set on literary attain-
ments in this town, is, in a great measute,
to be imputed that extravagance in reli-
gious creeds, which has, for nearly three

centuries, prevailed here. No sooner .
‘was the reformation completed, than re- -

ligious .‘entht'xsiasm began to disturb the
peace of families, and to threaten the
destruction of the state. "Here, as well
as in other parts of the kingdom, the
seeds of dissention were soon sown, and
the harvest was such as might have been
expected : the king was dethroned, and
the constitution of the country was de-
stroyed, o make way for an usurper,
whose greatest recommendation and sup-
port was derived from sectaries, who
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agreed in nothing but their abhorrence
of the established religion. At this pe-
riod, fanaticism seems to have arrived at
its highest pitch in this town, if we may
Judge from the following passage, in an
_ assize sermon, preached in 1653, by the
Rev. Simon Ford, vicar of St. Law-
rence’s: *“ In this little town of Rea~
 ding, ¥ am verily persuaded, if Augus-
*“ tine’s and Epiphanius’ catalogue of
-*¢ heresies were lost, and all other mo-
“ dern and ancient records of that kind,
““ yet it would be no hard matter to re-
« store them with considerable enlarge-
“ ments from this place. They love Ana-
“ baptism, Familism, Socinianism, Pela~
*¢ gianism, Ranting, and what not; and
*“ that the Devil was scrved in hetero-
*“ dox assemblies as frequently as God in
< their’s; and that one of the most emi-
“ nent church livings in the county* was
* possessed by a blasphemer ;} one, in

* Bradfield. + John Pordage,
M
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““ whose house he believed; as some then
¢ present could testify, that the Devil.
““ was as visibly famdmr as any one of:
‘ the family.”

Tho’ this description of the sectaries’
of the preacher’s days dees not entirely. -
coincide with those of the present time,
the latter do not fall short of their an-
cestors, either in the variety or extrava-:
gance of their opinions. Among those
of the present day, may be numbered the
Methodists, Calvinists, Baptists, Univer-
salists, Quakers, Sandemonians, and a
variety of scions, under various denomi-
nations, springing out of that seminary:.
of fanaticism---Methodism. Under pre-
tence of a superior sanctity, and a greater
correspondence to the doctrines of the
Church, as set forth:in the thirty-nine
articles, homilies, and liturgy, these re-
formers have withdrawn from the esta-
blished Church, (except where any of
their preachers can intrude themselves }'
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and ‘erected in this place what they call .
a chapel, where they meet, and where
service is performed, on certain days, al-
most incessantly, and where the unwary
wré at first drawn in by curiosity, and
afterwards retamed ‘not by conviction,
but terror. The rant of their preachers,
and the authoritative manner in which
they portray the anger of the Almighty
against unbelievers, (that is, those who
do not attend the tabernacle) and the
copgratulations conferred on the mem-
bers of the society, who are designated
as the chosen of the Lord, are arguments
generally too powerful for men who never
possessed just notions of Christianity, and
0o alarming to their fears to permit them
to form a correct estimate between truth
and falshood : thus they soon become
proselytes without conviction, and desert
their parish teachers, without reason !---
This sect has so much prevailed, through

the terrors they inspire into weak mrinds,
M 2 :
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that two thirds of the inhabitants have
withdrawn from the established churches
within the town; and the roads, on the
Sunday mornings, are thronged with
taxed carts from the neighbouring vil-
lages, in open violation of that sabbath,
which, in other respects, they.affect ta
keep with so much sanclity ; carrying a
throng of ignerant infatuated -farmers,
and their families, who have been per-
suaded by terror to forsake the more en~
lightened preachers of their several par-
ishes, to hear, what they are pleased to
call gospel preaching, from some ignorant
mechanic, who can scarcely write his own
wame. To sncha length is the pretended
sanctity of the sabbath-day carried, by
these modern Babbattarians, that some of
the most bigoted among them will pet
suffer any work to be done in the family
on that day ; the dinger for Sunday mus
be dressed the day before, the cloth lajd,
and eyery thing prepared the oves-night,
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that nothing may prevent their atten-
dance on the religious service of the
Lord’s day, as they affect to call Sunday.
Not contented however with the observ-
ance of this principle among themselves;
they havé lately attempted to enforce it
on those, who, still adhering to the esta-
blished Church, presume to think, that
the sanctity of that day will admit of a
great deviation from the Jewish sabbath,
which though ¢ommanded by the Al-
mighty as their law-giver, does not ap~
pear, from the tenor of the New Testa-
ment, to be binding on the followers-of' -
€hrist: indeed - they do not pretend to
bring any proofs from Scripture in sup-
port of their system, but content: them-
selves with quoting obsolete acts of par-
liaments, and holding out threats of per-
secution to those, who may be found in-
- fringing these. statutes, by buying or
selling on the Sunday; as if levying pe-
nalties on the guilty was the Best- means
M 8 '
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of convincing them. of their errors! A
Society for the Suppression of Vice was
accordingly established, and a committee
appointed to watch the tradesmen’s doors
on the Sunday morning, to lay informa-
tions before the magistrates, of such as
presumed to sell any articles, however
necessary to the subsistence of the buy-
ers. In consequence of this system of
espionnage, so abhorrent to the feelings
of Englishmen, informations were soon
laid before the magistrates, and the of-
fending parties fined in the several penal-
ties laid in these acts; but I have not
heard that any have yet been levied.
Indeed it was not to be expected, that
the enlightened and humane magistrates,
who preside over the police of this town,
could lend their support to such a system
of persecution ; a persecution yeu will
doubtless think an anomaly in the history
of the Church, as being set on foot by a
tolerated sect against the members qf the

/
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establishment. As the magistrates did
nat seem inclined to .sanction this species
of persecution, a report was circulated
" that they would be compelled to do their
duty, but the committee thought fit to
deny this, in a letter addressed to-a gen~
tlemap whom they had applied to, to so-
licit the charges they should have to
bring before the magistrates, but whose
integrity would not permit him to accept
of their offer. In this letter, they say,
* How far a magistrate might neglect or
refiise to fulfil) his duty, without its be-
ing proper .to oblige him te answer in a
superior court of judicature, is a ques-
tion which the Reading Seciety hopes
they shald not have occasion te discuss !’*
Evidently implying, that if i their judg-
ment they should think the magistrate
remiss in kis duty, it would be their duty
-to remind him of it by a civil process.*

* Sce an cacellent dissertation on this subject
in the xxvi number of the Edinburgh Review,.
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'This reply is in the true jesuitical
style. Soen after the assassinations of'
Henry II1. and IV. of France, one Santa-
relli, a Jesuit, published a book, wherein
be asserted the Peope’s right, not only of
excommunicating, but alse of dethron-
ing Kings. 'The Parisians, who had
so lately experienced: the consequences
of such doctrines, took the alarm, and
the parliament not only ordered the book
to be burned by the common hangman,
but smmmoned Coton the provincial of
the society to appear -before them. Be-
ing asked, if he believed the Pope could
excommunicate and depose the King of
France—*‘ Ah! (said he, ) the King isthe
eldest sonof the Church, he will donothing
that shail compel the Pope to come to that
estremity !I”*  Compare this with the
passage above quoted, and then judge.

% 1l etait toujours question de cet horrible
systeme de la puisance du Pape sur les Rois.
Santarelli, jesuite Italien, publia cette doctrine,
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Among the members of this saciety,
there are undoubtedly many respectable
characters, whose intentions are good,

" though their persuasion is erroneous ; but

there are many likewise, whe conform te
their extravagant notions on the divine
grace and the new birth, not from prin-
ciple or conviction, but from self interest,
expecting to derive from their confor-
mity, advantages in irade they could not
otherwise obtain ; there are others also,
who, having passed their youthful days

dant un nouveau livre, approuvé par Vitelleski,
géneral de cet ordre, et dedié au Cardinal de
Savoie. Il fut brulé selon l’isage.: Le parle-
ment ordonne au provincial, de comparoitre le
lendemain, Le jesuite Coton, alots provincial,

- porte la parole. On lui demande, s°il croit que
. le Pape puisse excommunier et deposseder le

Roi de France? Ah! réponditil, le Roi est fils
aisné de I’église, il ne fera jamais rien qui oblige
le Pape & en venir d cetéc eatrémitc |

@Buwrds de Folkaire, tom, 20,
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in debaucheries and profligacy, are glad
to find shelter in a religious society, which
affords a prospect of impunity in a future
state,provided theyhave faith, whichthey
pretend is a sufficient atonement for the
past, without the performance of moral
duties, or the other criterions of a Chris-
tian spirit, for the time to come. That this
should be the case, cannot be surprising
to any one, who observes the eagerness
they express to receive into their body
every one that offers to join them, for.
the purpose of swelling their annual re-
turns; contrary to the conduct of ano-
ther religious sect, who always put out of
their communion every one that evinces
any irregularity in their moral duties, or
& deviation from their established prin-
uples To the Methodists may be ap-
plied, with more .propriety, what has
been said of the Calvinists, «* that they
profess a religion without morality, and
wership a God withewt mercy.”
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Among the other contrivances to pro-
mote the spreading of this society, that of
private meetings at the houses of some of
its members, has been adopted with pecu-
liar success. They well knew, that many
respectable inhabitants were unwilling to.
be seen at their places of public worship;
this prejudice could anly be overcome by
institutions less public, and this of private
meetings appeared to be the most ready.
means of overcoming this obstruction to
their ultimate success. It was impos-.
sible that in a community like this, but
an intimate connection must subsist be-
tween some of its members and many
respectable characters, who had not sanc- .
tioned their schism by their presence;
these therefore -were to be got over, and
no method could be better devised for.
the purpose, than to tempt them to at-
tend the evening lectures at Mr, —’s,
where, if they were once entered, they
knew their conviction would soon follow,
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and the step from the conventicle to the
meeting-house would be a matter of
course. 'Thus many well-meaning per-
sons in the higher ranks are, by degrees,
induced to join them, as well as many
of the poorer classes, who are easily con-
verted, as it is called, by the hopes of
parteking of the charities founded at
these places, for such as attend their
meetings. ‘ '
" 'The success which these modern en-
.thusiasts have had, in perverting the
minds of the ignorant classes of society,
has been generally imputed to the negli--
gence of the established clergy, in the
performance of their ecclesiastical fanc-
tions; but I can by no means agree to
this opinton, as the Church never pos-
sessed more learned, pious, and devout
pastors, than she does in the present
times, nor men whe took more pains in
the exercise of their ministry, or set bet-
ter examples of holy living to their par-
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ishioners ; so much so, that it is as difi-
cult to point out one among their num-
ber, who has deviated from the strict "
path of duty he is expected to follow,
as a minister of the gospél, as it is te
find one among their opponents, whose
conduct is wholly irreproachable; we
must therefore seek for another cause, to
account for the general massof the lower
classes forsaking their Parish Churches
and the religion of their forefathers ; and
this, if I mistake not, will be found to
have arisen from the facility offered to
the lowest mechanic, by the existing
laws, of obtaining, at the quarter ses-
sions, at the small expence of six-pence,
a licence to open a conventicle, and ob-
trude himself, and his crude opinious,
into'parishes where the Constitution hus
already provided a proper minister to
perform the necessary religious offices,
Novelty always raises a curiosity, which
everyone is eager to satisfy ; thus stimu-
N

-~
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lated, the parishioners flack to the view
conventicle—the seeming earnestnéss of
the preacher claims their attentions—hid
vehemence is mistaken for oratory—his
rhapsodies, though not understood, are
admired as sublime—and the familiar
‘manner, in which he introduces the
Deity, and his misconceptions of his
attributes, are considered as a proof of
great powers, because they come with-
in the compass of their own confined
ideas of the personality of the Almigh-
ty. Their rude, unlettered, teachers
are all Anthropomorphites! The per-
sonification of the Deity is one of the
most successful engines they employ in
this great business of reformation from
light to darkness! 1t is in conformity
to the literal scnse of the Scriptures,
< In the image of God created he him."’
It comes within the powers of our con-
ceptions, and thus, being familiar to our
ideas, requires no stretch of the under-
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standing to enforce conviction on the
mind : having thus, as it were, confined
the Deity to locality, it is easy to intro-
duce him, with all the human passions,
amd to portray him, as having kindled
his wrath against the human race ; that
hfs.vengeance is at hand against all un-
believers, (that is, those who are not
members of their societies) and that all
the children of Adam are destined to
eternal misery, unless they are regene-
rated and become members of their
church. With such facilities to obtain
the liberty of preaching, and with such
. dottrines to terrify their hearers, can it
be wondered, that so many converts
are daily made ?--——As well might the
miller complain that his water was with-
drawn from his mill, while he suffered
the banks to be perforated in every part;
as for any one to be astonished at the
increase of methodism, while such faci-

lities for preaching are suffered to re-
N 2
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main. Let the out-lets to the water be
first stopped, and it will soon return to -
its usual channel. - ‘

The next religious establishment in
this place-is, that of the Calvinists, un-~
der which denomination are united the
Presbyterians and- Independents ; ' these
vere, 'till within these few years, dis-
tinct congregations, but the latter hav-
ing’ declined in numbers,:so as to have
been incapable of maintaining an esta-
vlished. preacher, the remainder jbired
the Presbyterians, with whom they mow
form one congregation. They. are mot
50 numerous as the Methodists, but
more respectable in character. Composed
mostly of ancient families, who have been
educated in the tenets of their forefa-
thers, to which they tenaciously conform:
" and under the guidance of a regular-
bred.clergyman, who is an honor to his
profession, they are more steady in .the
belief of their own church, and less eager
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to disturh the peace of their neighbours;
by the désire of making proselytes to
their opinions, than those, who- having'
lately adopted new systems of belief, are
indueed to propagate them, as a sanction
for their own versatile conduct. They
are, in general, pious without affectation, -
and religious witheut hypocrisy; ¢orrect
in their manners, strict in their moral du-
ties, and meritorious in-every. ipaet..oft -
their conduct through life, Like the

‘Methodists, however, with whom, by

the way, I think they have more closely
connected themselves, than ean be justi-
fied By prudence, they are all proselytes
to the prevailing opinion of the sanctity
of the sabbath-day, In consequence of
this connection, they constanﬂy attend
the popular preachers of this sect, join
i their animosities against the establish-
ed church, and further their views, by
apparently swelling' their numbers in
their annual returns ; while they, in re~
N3
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turn, cherish the intention of shaking
them off whenever they shall, as they. .
fondly hope, supersede the established -
Clergy.. i
The Baptlsts likewise are a numer-.
ous tongregition, but chiefly compeosed;:
as they generally have been, from the
lower classes of people. 'This sect, hav-
ing.no regular seminary for the educa-
. tion'of their ministers, any one among
them, however ‘ill-qualified to perform
the sacred duties, is admitted into the
pulpit, if approved of by the flock. From
this want of education however, their
Sermons, or whatever they may be called,
are 'peculiarly suited to the level of the
meanest understandings ; though inca-
pable of attracting the attention of the
higher orders, noiwithstanding the fun-
damental article of their belief iz much
more consonant to the Scriptures, than
the mode of sprinkling, adopted by
other churches, Like the other sec-
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taries, these people have a high opinion
. of the sanctity of the Sabbath, and cen-
form to it with the strictest punctuality ;
indeed .this notion is gaining ground
daily, even in.our own Church; so much
. 80, that instead of books of sports and
pastimes, as in-the days of Charles I. we
are. assailed on all sides with exhorta-
tions on the supposed sanctity of the
day; but.I do not remember that any
one has taken the pains to prove his opi-
nion, either from.the words or practice
of our Sawviour, or.the. wntmgs of his

Apostles. |, .o
We are- all thc chn]d:en of opmnon,
and are easily led by high sounding
words. You and I remember the time,
“when  Good-Friday- was considered as a
day peculiarly set a-part for sports and
pastimes; but of late years, one of our
bishqgps havm -at the end of nearly
ezghtpen.cgntu,wjus,}gftet the crucifixion,
discovered, for :the first time, ‘that it
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day of ‘fasting'and prayer, the discovery
was -echoed in every quarter; the holi-
ness ‘of the day has since been annually
recommended by the publtc function-
aries; who must be allowed to be great
proficients in the knowledge of scripture,
and without further investigation adopt-
ed by the nation at large. In like man-
ner, the first day of the week was at first
set a-part fora fixed time of prayer,
but unconhected with the restraints of
the Jewish Sabbath, and as long as the
. Catholic religion presided over this na-
" tion, the pedple were contented to call it
Sunday ; soon after the reformation, it -
began to be the fashion among the dis-
. senters to distinguish it as the Sabbath,
and as such mére particularly dedicated
to prayers and long sermons ; since that,
the modern sectaries have gone a step
further, calling it the Lord’s day, and
under the sanction ef this name, prohibit
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their followers from the. enjoyment of
the Sabbath as a day of rest and relax-
ation from the labors of the week. - It
is a day however, for which I am more
grateful to the Jewish legislator than
for any other of his regulations, because
this alone, in the whole week, affords a
poor man a clean shirt, a hot dinner, and
the comfortable enjoyment of his family.
- Let him'not theréfore be deprived of the
liberty of enjoying it innoeently, in what-
ever way he pleases, nor compel him to
pass that day in moody melancholy,
which was. intended. by his Maker for
his happiness. KFor my own part, I am
.convinced, that the Almighty views with
more complacency an assembly of French
peasants dancing, on a2 Suuday evening,
. to the sound of a cracked violin, than i
the.superabundant zeal of our English
enthusiasts, singing hymns, or listening
to the rant of an ignorant preacher, on.2
summer’s evening, in.a confined roowa,
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‘whére they are nearly par-boiled by the
steam of their own breaths, and from
whence an effluvia issues, that, in a lite-
ral .seme, tends to pais(m the whole
neighbouihopd. -’ -
~The. Quakcrs here, as in most other
places, are a very respectsble body of
-people ;. they are.not numerous, but if
every respect support the character they
bave justly obtained for their industry, '
sobriety, and & scrupulous observance of
the moral duties; virtues: more advan-
tageous to society, than the boasted re-
finements of modern reformers, who con-
fime théir petions to speculative opinions
of virtwe; that must ultinvately end in a
dereliction of every thing thatbas hither
to been considered as the eriterion of 2
true Cheistian. That this sect is not nu-
wmeroud, must beaccounted for from the
‘eare they take of excluding from their
society all such as deviate from the dic-
dates of seund morality: this is éertainly
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coryimendable ; and had they confined
themselves to the exclusiou of such.only,
~np one could have censured their conr
duct ; but when I see them, as in a late
instance, excluding frem' their church
men of the most enlightened.minds, strict
in their maral duties, and whose con-
duct through:life would do honor to any
church, merely for speculative opinions
respecting the payment .of -tythes, and
othier .matters of little .copsequepce; I
cannot help regretting, that such a spirit
of perseqution should have found its way -
.amang the. members of a society, in other
respeets, so deserving the approhauon of

-every good man.

There. are a great many Jews here,
but- so poor, they can never afford to
give any thing in charity, however dis- -

. tressing the case, or worthy the object.
This,. perhaps, may be the reason, that
they have ne established, Synagogue, or
-place of worship, as the ¢xpence would

n e s A ot S S e . PRI Mt 4
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be too great ; however tliey at all times
pay a proper devotion to the counter ; and
their shop-books arenot unfrequently kept
by double entry.- Political affairs they do
not trouble themselves much about, ex-
cept so far as they influence the price of
stocks ; on these they dream night and

" -day; and if you happen to fall into the

company of one of these modern Israel-
ites, all his conversation turns on the new
loan, or the rise or fall of the market.
1 often wender at the folly of my con-
temporaries of this description, whose
solitary ideas are absorbed .in accumu-

"lating wealth, which i a few hours they

may be called upon to leave, to some re-
lative, who will Jaugh in his sleeve at the -

-folly of his benefactor denying himself
-necessaries of life, for mo other purpese
~than to have it said at his death, What «
“great fortune he left behind him ! or, to
“usé a favorite expression here, How well

heent up ! or, Could he have taken it with
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him to.bribe Minos or Rhadamanthus!
Perhaps there had been some sense in it,
but to be continually heaping up, with~
out enjoying the fruits-of our riches,
during the short time it could be of any
use to us, is surely ene of the grossest
follies a reasenable being can fall into.
The French emigrants have a Ca-
tholic chapel here, frequented by some
few families of that persuasion, who
have long been inhabitants of the tewn.
So far is right : I would have every
-one enjoy his own religious creed with-
out molestation ; but let him stop there.
While be enjoys his own belief, he ought
not to disturb that of others, by being

- continually on the watch to make con-

verts, as is too much the case with all
sects, except the Church of England,
who, contented with the power she pos-
sesses, leaves cvery one te be governed
by his own conscience.

Perhaps none of the mistaken duties
0
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of religion have done more harm to soci-
ety, than the desire of proselytism, so

. common to all sects: ’tis this spirit that .

now threatens the overthrow of the Bri-
tish power in India, where missionaries
are sent at a great expence, Bibles dis-

tributed, (to which the society here has.

contributed largely) and every means
taken to introduce a new religion, not
called for by the people, nor sanctioned
by the Deity, who would not have suf-
fered so many of his creatures to con-
tinue so long in error, if such it be,
without taking some means of enlight-
ening their minds, or “expressly com=-
missioning some other people to convert
them. ‘This he has no where done, tho’
every one takes upon himself the office,
as if by his authority. True it is, he
has said * Go ye, and teach all nations ;*’
&c. But to whom did he give this com-
mand? To the Apostles at Jerusalem ;
not no barbers, tinkers, and tailors tarn-

’
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ed preachers, of a country not known at
the time but as a horde of barbarians!
Wasit likely that Jesus should have com-
missioned people born almost two thou-
sand years after his time, to go more than
ten thousand miles, to convert a people,
whom, if it had been his pleasure, he could
g0 easily have done long ago? My good,
honest, well-mcaning countrymen, recol-
lect that the Apostles, tho’ so much nearer
India, did not think themselves bound by
8 general order to attempt the conver-
sion of these people; and why, therefore,
should you, who are so far off, and in good
_truth have received no order whatever ?
But:suppose you should even succeed in
the éttempt ; what benefit would arise to
the inoffensive, harmless natives, by their
becoming Christians > Would they be
better men? No! More honest, or more
bhumane? No! What then must be the
consequence of this proselyting system,

but to introduce discord where. harmony
0?2
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exists? and to disturb the peace of fa-
milies ? as is experienced here about jus;f
tification by faith,~—the new birth,—put-
ting off the man of sin, and a hundred
more absurdities of the like sort, which
you will never be able to explain to them -
intelligibly, because in reality uninteli-
gible : they are equally unintelligible to
yourselves, and have only been introduc-
ed by your preachers, as an easy succe-
daneum for morality, which you affect to
despise, because it is difficult to practice.
By makihg the natives of India, whe-
ther Mahomedans or Pagans, Christians,
unless you enlighten their minds and pu-
rify their hearts, all the good that will be
der’ived from their conversion will be, that
the Mussulmans will learn to eat pork;
and the disciplesof Vishnou, for the grati-
fication of their appetites, will be taught
to eat every description of flesh ; and to
take away the lives of those very animals
they now cherish with so much care and
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anxiety. Butyou will say, perhaps, that
by becoming Christians, they will ensure
their future happiness in a world to
come. It may be so; but unless you
make them better men than you can
yourselves boast of being, I think you
might as well forbear intruding where
you have no business, and leave all man-
kind #o stand or fall to their own master.

I have been led to these observations,
because these emigrés I mentioned, not
content with the indulgences they have
‘met with here, are, I am told, endea-
vouring to make proselytes of the inha-
bitants, particularly women and chil-
dren; some of the latter sing the gloria
patri and de profundis admirably al-
ready ; and the women are furnished
with Latin missals, to their great edifi-
cation, no doubt. 'This, I think; if true,
should be put a stop to; not that I am
afraid of their absurd tenets gaining
much ground among uss ; for what Eng-

° :
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lishman eould, in these enliélntened tiines,

and particularly in Reading, believe, that -

a priest eould make his God and then eat
him 2 or that it is his duty to pray to
men like himself, under the name of
saints, many of whom deserved hanging

instead of an apotheosis, and who, if they -
were what in reality they are pretended -

to have been, could not be present every
where, like the Deity, to hear their pray-
ers? It is not therefore through any ap-
prehension of their success, that I think
this dispesition should be curbed ; but
because I am persuaded, that as far as
it tends to create divisions in private fa-
milies, 1t is of a dangerous tendemcy.
Let there be a variety of sects in the
world ; well and good, but one only
must be the lot of each family, to ensure
domestic happiness.
Amidst the chaos of rehglous opi-
nions, and superstitions, I am happy to
~ say, that there are very few Deists here:
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whether the soil is not congenial to their
growth, or whether, like those in other
places, they take no pains to disseminate
their principles, certain it is, there are
not a dozen families of this description
in the whole town. That men should
be so blind to their future happiness, as
to renounce the hope of their salvation,
because their feeble reason cannot com-
prehend the hidden and revealed mys-
teries of the gospel, is such a perversion
of the understanding, as is hardly cre-
ditable, had we not daily instances of
this sad melancholy truth! May we,
my friend, take warning from their lost
state ; and while we pray for their con-
version ; let us, like all good men, em-
brace with faith whatever is recorded in
the Holy Scriptures, however inconsis-
tent with our ideas; and believe, with
the Church, that none can be saved, but
through the merits of the Lord Jesus
Christ, though we may not understand,
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Why an imputed nghteousness should
have more weight-in the sight of God,
in the day of judgment, than a life spent
in the performance of every virtue under
Heaven, but without faith!
There are a few persons here, who
keep a seraglio ; but as these generally
unite the love of women with wine, 1
think they cannot properly be called Ma-
homedans ; else they would have afford-
ed me an opportunity of finishing this
account of the religious sects here with

a very proper climax. As itis, I have

no doubt, you will admire the variety of
our refinements in religious opinions, and
with a late French writer, be astonished,
that the same country should have pro-
duced a Locke and a Newten, a Metha-
dist and a Moravian!

Besides the above, there are several
other religious societies here ; but, as
they are all founded on methodistical
principles, they may be classed among
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their number, and included in the same
description. I shall therefore not de-
tain you longer, with a subject which,
I fear, has already tired your patience;
but, as I wished to give you a faithful
picture of this place and its inhabitants,
I could not refrain from treating fully a
subject that forms so striking a feature
in it. '

I am, &c.

 Readingy —me—s
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"THIS town, like many others,
owes its foundation to a religious house,
founded here- in the time of the Saxon
Octarchy, which, though soon after de-
stroyed, and the houses reduced to ashes
by the Danes, revived in the subsequent
reign of Henry I. in consequence of the
magnificent Abbey founded here by that
- prince, in the 12th century, the ruins of
which still remain. o
At first, the inhabitants formed them-~
selves into a society called the Guild-
merchant, and epdeavored to -exclude
all others from trading in the town, but
they were not sanctioned by aroyal Char-
ter ’till after the Conquest, for which
reason this is called a Borough by pre-
scription.
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The first Charter.granted to the Cor-
poration was in the reign of Henry III.
This, I believe, is not now in existence ;
but is referred to in that of Edward I.
which, in consequence of a Latin term
used in it, is called a Charter by inspex-
¢mus. ‘These Charters were renewed by
each of the succeeding mounarchs, but
conferred neither judicial nor civil pow-
ers on the Guild-merchant before the Re-
formation, being only Charters of Liber-
ties as they are called, granting permis-
sion to the inhabitants to buy and sell all
over the kingdom, to set up stalls at fairs,
and an exemption from paying toll for
passing bridges. During all which time
the Abbot and Monks governed the town
under their foundation Charter, granted
by Henry I. with as ample powers, as
it is therein expressed, as he himself
possessed.

After this period, the Corporation be-
gan, by possessing themselves of the pre-
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rogatives of the Abbots, to assume nearly

their present power and authorities, after-

wards confirmed to them by the Char-
ter of Charles I. This is the present
governing Charter, though they -sub-
sequently received others from Oliver
Cromwell, Charles and James II.

The present Corporation consists of
@hirteen Aldermen, one of which is alter-
nately Mayor, except he is excused from
absence, or for having served the. office
a stated number of times; and twelve
Burgesses, who become Aldermen by se-
niority, as often as vacancies happen in
their number, by decease or otherwise.
- These, by their Charter, are authorised
to elect a High Steward, who is generally.
some nobleman connected with the town
by his residence in the neighbourhood,
a Steward or Recorder, a Town Clefk,
Coroner, and three Serjeants at Mace.

At the quarter-session, the Mayor
Ppresides in the court, assisted by the Re-

C el 4
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corder, for the trial of misdemeanors,
commmitted within the boundaries of the
Corporation, He also holds a Court-
loet évery Wednesday, for the settlement
of differences among the inhabitants, and’
other Cerporation business. ' On his en-
tering into office, he appoints his own
Constables, snd during his arayoralty can
sbt the umive of Wread, beer, and wine ;-
bt this privilege has not been asserted
for nearly a century past, and; in conse-
quence, the dealers in these articles havé,
during that time, affixed their own prices
to their wares; with the exception of the
bukers, who in general regulate the price
of bréad accordingto the assizein Loridon,
_ allowing a small diminution for the diffei-’
ence of the carriage of the flour down-
wards to that port. On going out of of-
fice, the Mayor is a Jastice of the Peace
for the Bérough, for the year ensuing, and
is not linble to serve again, accordimg ¢o
the present mode of élection, “till it be-
P
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comes his turn in rotation, though for-
merly the.office was elective, and many
instances occur of the same person serv-
‘ing it several years suceessively. The
senior Alderman is styled the Father of
the Corporation, and as such is excused
from serving the office of Mayor in fu-
tyre : this is no small privilege, as the-
duties are. sometimes very difficult and-
trying, and the expence considerable. It
has been customary here, as in other Bo-
Toughs, on his entering into office, for the.
Mayor teipvite the principal inbabitsnts
of ‘the town and some of the gentlemen

in the neighbourhood to an elegant din-

ner af the Town-hall. For this, I am_
informed, he is only allowed 20 pounds.

from the Corporation-fund, though it.

seldom cost's' less than 200, besides other,
expenges,-which must be incurred within,
the  year; and the only emoluments he.
regeives, in,return, are a few fee-farm;
rends, generally paid in fowls at Michael-:
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mas and Christmas, agreeable to a covel
nant inserted-in-all the Corporation leasés.
This is the general practice, and I be-

lieve is never omitted. ‘
+: It has long been a subject of debale',
whether Corporations are a benefit, or a
nuisance to society ? For my own part,
Jjudging from the observations I'have beea
able o make in the little time I hiave been
fii thisborough, I have no hesitationin giv-
ingmyopinion; that theyarein theirnature
and practice caloulated.to be of great ser-
 wice tothe community, and particularly so
in this town;where [ am told justi¢e-is al-
ways sdministered by them without parti«
ality, or respect of perspns, the poor as well
astherich being equally protected in their
_ peryons and propemes indeed where &M
the purties are known to each othew
thi judge, the jurors, and the prisonet;
it .is impessible that umjust prejudices
¢sa provail, fo' the injury of ‘any -one}
_ writhout being seon detected. “The: ex2

P2
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pedition with which civil spd criminal

disputes are scttled here on the:.spot,

without waiting for the assizes or county

sessions, oftentimes held at a great dis- "

tance, is another advantage derived to
the inhabitants of this Corporation ;.as is
likewise the exemptions from serving on

jusies in any other than the town cousts;

and from the payments towards the couns
ty rates. ‘This Borough being .a.county
within_itself, is only hound to mainiain
its own police, and this is dome at the
expence of the Corporation alese : itds
at their expence the prisons and: plices
of confinement are provided and -kept in
repair, and the prisoners maindsined.
"Fhe officers of the police are their sers
vants, and paid by them ; they also repaid
sad keep clean a considerablé propods
tion of the pavements, particularly in tha

“Market-place ; aad the bridges, which.

aze here mumerous; are kept in constant
repair by them; and aa elegant stens
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bridge, of. one eliptic arch and’ stoné'
balustrades, has becn erected by them
within these few years; in addition to
thu, the Town-hall has been rebuilt and
enlarged, and all the alms-houses placed
on the most respectable footing, without
costing the inhabitants one penny. This '’
being the case here, as it really is, you’
cannot be surprised, if I confess myself '
a friend to the  Corporation system
There are faults in it, no doubt, whi ch“
might bé amended, and particularly as,
under the present system, the members '
being a self-elected body, have it in their :
power to confine their civic honors to’
their own relatives or party friends, and,
by a kind of Jamily compact, monopo-"
lize o themselves the jurisdiction of the
town ‘through many generations. . Had'
the elective franchise heen adopted in the_
choice of the Corporate body, many of
the abuses aid peculations of the former
~magisirates, so justly complained of By
P §
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the inbebitapts, might Bave been pre-

‘vented ; but this was not jn Archbishop
Laud’s eonteqplauon, when be obtained
-the governing Charter of Charles . for
the town. 'That prelate being, pes-
halps, u;stly ;mmu:al to a system that

caused s0 much trouble to himself and
his royal muster, took care, in wording
the Charter, to keep the elective prin-
ciple entirely out of sight, by drawing
up the different articles so as to form
the Corporation into a separate and dis-
tinct body,, entirely independent of the
people they were to govern, and by leav-
ing to their discretion sloue the filling
up all vacancies that might happen, ei-
ther by death or resignation.* Notwith-

- ® The following -extract: from the introdug-
tion go the Charter, wiitten probably by Laud
himself, is, perhaps, the most possitive assertion
of the divine right of Kings, ever pcnned by an
Ruglishman :

¢ Whertss im svery Mosarchy, the daskd y

T, g Poople dois defind upen tie Crown, and allmy

-
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standing, however, this, and & few other’
defects in the original consirnction of
this Corporation, I am atill inclimed do
think, that more benefits. are derived

from it then the inhabitants are geme-.

rally inclined to admit. ’

This Boreugh has regularly seat
Members te Parliament ever simoe the
commencement of the reign of Edward 1.

8 thority is derived from the Prince, and Kings are
Y for that purpose authorized in the sublime seat of
4 Majesty, that as Fathers of the Country they
¢ should protact the Pegple sammisted ie tivw by
¢ the King of Kings, that with the dew of theiy
¢ benignity, they should. refresh their faithful sub-
§ jects, cither employed in trading, or any other
% way whatever, concerning the geod of the
% Gommon-wealth, and thag they should substi-
% tuse subordinate Officers, who for the admi<
4 nistration of justice, and the conservation of
 the Peace, should be Ruless over Citics and
" o other places of their territories, and over the
' People inhabitving the same, 8¢,”

A .. e :
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batiin what: insneer’ they were elected;

or who'were the lelectors, is urcertain;

whéther tlie Corporation er the inhabit!
alsts - bt ‘it mest ‘probably -was the fori
mer, as-the people, af that early peried,
were considered very little -superior -to
slaves, if they were not really such, who
were entitled to none.of:'the -privilegés

bélonging to freesmen, ner had any, right-

to, participate in the government of the
country. . If the Corporate body werg
the electors,. it was natural that they
should call upon the Master of the Guild,
or’ one of its members, to represent the
Borough, as the most proper person, to
guard therights and privileges of the free-
men ; and accordingly in lecking over
the list of Members, given in Mr. Coates’
History of -this-place, I find this tb have

béen the case for. nearly three centuries ;.

during all“whwh period, I believe none

but inhabiteapts of the town were ever -

clissenite fulfil the imaportant. duties of
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this effice. Under this system, whes
few could be found willing to aceept of
atrust replete with difficulties and dan-
gers.to whoever waa delegated ta support
therights of the people in opposition to an
arbitrary govermnent, it became custom-
ary, snd evem pecesary, to allow each
- Member 5. day. for his charges, while
atiending the Parliament. This expence,
as the sessions were very short, seldom
exceedod five pounds in a year, but amall
as this sum was, it was found so oppres
sive to many Gorporate towns that they
petitioned Parliament to be relieved from
the burthen inourred by their sending
Members to represent them ; and tho!
this horough did not go quite so far, yat
they frequently found it very difficult to
raise the mecessary sum for the purpose,
sad on éne oceasion did not scruple te
evade it; not'in the most honorable way.

At what time the preseat mode of

electing gentlomen from any past of the
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kingdom began; ¥ am' not'certain;, but it
was: probablyiabout -the. period of the
civil war,- which so:convulsed the ‘coun-
try .28 4o bvertnra: most- of  the former
usages; by introducing new ones better
adapted to the imes. - However this may
He, although as jin a late mstance:a pre-
ference has: semetimes been. given to a
Town’s-man; the represéntation of the
borough: has, for a long time, been open
to any ‘gentleman, ‘however distant his
residence, who-imay be degirous of -éb<
taining a sewt inParkiament. ..o 3 -
s Thereitan ke mé:doubt bt ithe modea
of cleetion :Here: has - frequently varied,
esplecially im:the persons.entitled to. give
their ~otes ;: whether: they ‘were “origé-
nally the: Corporation:only, as I said be-
fore, is :uncertain, ‘but if they were, a
greal imevation was made :in:the reign
of . Charles ' as, about :dhat:pericd, ¥
Bnad, the .johabjitants . at:. large, uander
the appeligtion of Pot-wablers, getam-
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ing the Mermbens. - To. ¢laimithis right,
it was necessapy, if .the person was not
ah established househelder, to make him-
gelf conspicudus ta his.neighbours, by the
act of boiling dpot in the open streets, on
the dgy previous to. the ele¢tion, which
gave: rise to.the absurd appellation. . ;.
;. . But the scenes of Tiet and eonfusion
exhibited by.the common peeple on:these
eocasions, and the frequent eontested re-~
turns prought hefere the House of Com-
mons, occasioned the legislature, in the
reign of Queen: Ann, to declare.the right
of election in future, to be in the inha-
bitants paying scot and lot, with whom
it still eontinues, but their number . is
much diminished, from the operation of
the peor’s- laws. The elections being
thus placed in such respectable hands, -
it ia natuzal te suppose, that.-this must
be one of the most..vistuons and indeq
pendent horoughs in the kingdom ; and
rso it is, if youwwill take the good people’s
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vorl: for it, who are slways bousting
of theit paitrfotism, their independence,
their public spirit, and the prerity of their
suffrages; not without, at the same time;
easting' a few side-winded reflexions on
a neighbeuring berough "or two, where
they insinuate every 'wman has his priee
paid at a cencerted time, by a person
called the ‘miller. - Whether these de
sertions be true or false, is more thuw
I'know ; but -if Corruption has really
quitted "this place, it must have'beenof
Tate years ‘only, for at the'bottom of the
Poll-piper for the election in 1754 is the
following nota bend : ** Upwards of 5@
persons who veted against Lord Fane
promised to votc for his Lordship, near
forty of whem polled singly for Mr.
Dodd.” Andin 1768, 1 find the follow-
ing paragraph, .in' the Annual Regiss
ter :i—— At -Abingdon ussizes, foer
“ perdvets tere obtained for bridery in
“ thé“lute election for the Borough of
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« Reading, and it is said that divers other
““ prosecutions, upon the same statute,
“ are depending in that Borough.” It
" was at this election, that several of the
poorer voters who had taken money, on
finding it necessary to take the oath
against bribery, before they were ad-
mitted to vote, -actually brought the
money they had received, as the wages
of iniquity, and threw it down on the
table in the hustings, in face of the very
candidates by whose agents it had been
given. And so far was this disgraceful
system carried at this time, that some
who had intruded themselves on the can-
didates, as agents to conduct their clec-
tion, actually sent some of their old
shop goods to the more indigent voters,
as presents from the candidates, which
they afterwards charged in their ac-
counts, as the price of a purchased vote,
when at the same time that vote had
been given gratuitously, thus defraud-
Q :
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ing the man theypretended to serve, and
blackening the characters of honest vo-
ters, without their being able, from the
privacy of the act, to be sensible of the
injury done them, and consequently to
vindicate themselves, in the eyes.of their
deceived friends, from so wicked a ca-
lumny. Thus you see, that at no very
distant date, the good people of this im-
maculate borough could condescend to
receive a.visit from the miller as well as
their neighbours; and if he has not been
seen here of late, it is only because their
descendants have changed the mode not
the substance of corruption, so as to
make it somewhat more palatable to-their -
stomachs, and more consonant to the re-
finements of . the present age. ‘

You will hardly believe me, perhaps,
when I assure you, that notwithstanding
all their display of integrity in the.choice
.of their Representatives, a seat'in Par-
liament, for this place, does not cost the
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successful candidate less than four thou-
sand pounds, and this without any man
actually receiving a farthing by way of
a bribe. This, however, is easily con-
ceived, if you consider the current ex-
pences on the day of election cannot be
less than one thousand pounds, includ-
ing a public dinner for all the electors,
in addition to the one annually held here,
which is the sine qud non on these occa-
sions ; for without it a candidate would
stand a very poor chance of success at a
future election. But this you know
cannot be called bribery, because altho’
every one that partakes of it costs the
Member a guinea, none of them carry it
away in their pockets. The eagerness
evinced by these public-spirited electors
to pay themselves by eating and drink-
ing, has been encouraged by one of their
present Members, who gives an annual
dinner to about four hundred persons,

at the expence of nearly as many hun-
Q 2
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dred pounds. To the money thus wast-
ed in the encouragement of gluttony and
inchriety, may be added subscriptions to
every charitable fund ; and even the Li-
terary Institution, which I mentioned to
you in a former letter, has condescended
to accept his bounty of two hundred and
Jorty pounds, notwithstanding most of the
members of that society are men of large
fortunes, and known to be inimical to his
interest. 'This instance of meanness dis- -
played by some of the first people here,
is a convincing proof that a sordid dis-
position is not confined to the lower
classes only, but has taken possession of
those who ought to be patterns of purity
to their inferiors.

The other gentleman, supported by
his brother, has taken a different, and I
think, in some instances, a better method
of attaining the same end, by contribut--
ing to the relief of the necessitous, in
various ways; to persons in trade, mo-
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ney is lent at 4 per cent. or they are as-
sisted in the purchase of their raw mate-
-rials, and in the disposal of their manufac-
tures. 'The sons of some of the clectors
have been quartered on the Bank, and
those of others have been provided for
in'the East and West Indies. Clothes
are distributed among the poor; and
their children are once a year regaled
with plum-cake, in the Market-place, not
you may be assured for a vain display of
a charitable act, but as an incitement to
others to do the same. They are mem-
bers and supporters of all the benefit so-
cieties and clubs, and a Director of the
Bank of England has been frequently
seen decorated with a grotesque wig, a
frightful mask, and the most ridiculous
dress that can be conceived, presiding at
2 Club of Opp FeLLOWS.

All these methods are dignified by
their partizans with the appellation of
keaven-born chm‘ities,swhile their oppo-

Q
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nents stigmatise them as political engines-

contrived to deceive those who are not

aware of the snare. It is not for me to

decide this knotty point.
“ Nonnostrum est has componere lites.”

I shall therefore content myself with re-

lating the following amecdote, and leave

you to draw what conelusion you please
from it: ,

A certain humane gentleman one day
asked his fishmonger, if he ever boiled
his crabs alive? O! no, Sir; never;
I always kills them first. I am very
glad to hear it, returned the gentleman,
as nothing can be better proef of a hu-
mane disposition, which you must cer-
tainly possess in a high degree, than to
take the speediest and least painful means
of putting to death those animals that
Providence has provided for our sup-
port. Yes, indeed, Sir, I kills them
first, because I found, when they were
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" boiled alive, they always kicked off
their legs !*

Such are the means wheteby the
boasted independence of this borough is
supported, or perhaps I ought rather to
say undermined. Indeed it appears to
‘me very paradoxical, whether the elec-
tors here have any just idea of the true
meaning of the word independence ; as
they seem to think they are perfectly in-
dependent in the choice of their mem-
bers, when in fact they have no other
“ resource left on the day of election, (un-
‘less they would subject themselves to’
the imputation of ingratitude,) than te

* 1 must confess myself somewhat at a loss to
discover the author’s meaming here, unless he
would insinuate that a certain gentleman’s hu~
mane disposition towards his Brother Town’s=
men, like the fishmonger’s towards the crabs,

. took its rise from self-interested motives, in the’
year 1802, when the Member might fairly be
said to have kicked his own legs off ! p

' Editer.
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return those on whose bounty they had
previously been fattening for five or six
years.. This truism is so well understood
here, that it is confessed by each party,
that a new candidate would stand a poer
chance for success on the day of an elec-
tion, in oppesition to the present Mem-
.bers, however great his merit, his inde-
pendence, or the purity of his conduct
" as a public character : add to this, that
the Corporation, by the manner of let-
" ting their estates, can, I am told, always
command nearly one hundred votes, and
then say if this is a free borough? You
are not however to suppose by what is
here said, that there are none here of
a truly independent spirit; far from it, .
there are many of that description, but
their number is inadequate to prevent
these unjustifiable means being resorted -
to, to pervert the integrity of the lower
classes, and, by thus forestalling their
votes, bringing that disgrace on the town
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in which they find themselves unjustly
implicated. .

Attempts have been made, but with-
out success, to put a stop to the giving
of public dinners, and to turn Corrup-
tion, under the disguise of Charity, out
of the borough. Should this much to
be wished for reformation be ever ac-
egmplished, then, and not ’till then, can
this be considered a free, unbiassed, and
independent borough.

| am, &c.

Reading,

A e e
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LETTER VII
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To — —

o ‘Now the soft hour

Of walking comes : for him who lonely loves
To seek the distant hills, and there converse
With Nature,

* " Thomson's Summer,
| et R ——

"T'HIS place is so admirably situ-
ated in the heart of one of the finest
counties in England, watered by two
noble rivers, and crossed by numerous
gravel roads, kept in the best order, that
it is impossible to judge of the beauty
of the surrounding scenery without visit-
ing in person every part of it. I Have
therefore been frequently tempted to
make short excursions to the neighbour-
ing places, and always returned highly
gratified.
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About two miles to the eastward of
this place is the pleasant and extensive
. village of Somning, affording a delight-
ful walk by the wverdant side of the
Thames, which is here nearly as wide
as at London-bridge. ¥f you go by the
turnpike-road the distance is something
greater, but in your way you pass the
seat of. Sir William Scott, in front of
which is a small park laid out with taste.
The house is neat, and affords a bird’s-
eye view of the Oxfordshire hills rang-
ing along in front of it.

At Sonning is. that delightful spot
called Home Park, originally belonging
to the Ii:ich’s family, many of whose re-
majns are deposited in the parish church
adjoining the park-wall. The late Ad-
miral Sir Thomas Rich, bart. in whem
the title expired, alienated the estate to
Palmer, esq. who took down the
ofd dilapidated building, and erected the
present elegant mansion in a more com-
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manding. situation. 'The house is.si-
tuated on an eminence skirted by the
Thames, and affords a beautiful view of
the Oxford and Buckinghamshire hills,
clothed with woods, and interspersed
with numerous villas, belonging to the
neighbouring gentlemen, which, with
their parks apd ornamented grounds, se-
parated by the Thames seen in the dis-

tance gliding beneath the hills, fringed -

with the majestic oak or beech, forms

one of the finest landscapes in Ehgla,nd. 3

The park and pleasure grounds are
extensive, "but not open to the public
without leave : this, however, is readily
granted on application at the house, and
~ those who have a taste for rural scenery
will be highlygratified by viewing the va-
rious prospects afforded by the surround-
ing country, from this enchanting spot.

- 'The village has some neat cottages in -

it, but though situated on a rising ground
snd offering every capability requisite to

— e —————— ——
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have rendered it one of the pleasantest
in England, it is so irregularly built, and

with such an apparent design to exclude .

every distant object however beautiful,
that it might as well have been placed in
the lowest and most confined situation.
Passing the bridge at this place, you
enter Oxfordshire, and soop come to the
turnpike road leading to Henley, distant
about four miles. The road to this place
is’ hilly, but affords several beautiful
views of the Thames and the opposite
hills of Berkshire. At a small distance
from the road is Caversham Park, the
seat of Charles Marsack, esq. It for-
merly belonged to the Craven family, by
one of whom it was alienated at the be-
ginning of the last century to General
Cadogan, the friend and companion of
the great Marlborough in all his wars.
At his death it descended te his brother
TLord Cadogan, whose son, the late Lord

Cadogan, sold it to the present possessor.
R .
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After the unsuccessful attemptof Charles
I.torelieve the garrison of Reading then
besieged by the Earl of Essex, by forc-
ing the passage of Caversham bridge, he
retired to this place, where he passed the
night, and the next day retreated with
his troops to Nettlebed. At a subse-
quent period, when his Majesty was a
prisoner to the army, he was suffered to
reside here some time, and at the inter-
- cession of General Fairfax to the Parlia-
ment was permitted to see his children,
at which time we are told in a letter to
the Speaker signed by secretary William-
son, “ here was a gallant Court, and his
Majesty very cheerful, being attended
by many brave gallants.” "Phe house
-was very much improved by the late pos-
sessor, and the gardens laid out in a su-
perior style. ‘The park, containing about
five hundred acres, is sitnated at the
- back of the house, and surrounded by a
ring fence ; it is very well stocked with
timber, particularly beech, oak, and
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chestnut, which being well adapted to
the soil, have grown to an enormous size.
One oak in particular, though short in
the stem, has been valued at more than
one hundred pounds, on account of its
" numerous branches being so peculiarly
well formed to be converted into knees
for ships of war of large dimensions.
There is a narrow valley runs thro’ the
middle of thepark, along which the road
is formed, but so shaded with treesthat I
always experience a chilling cold when-
‘evet I attempt to walk thro’ it, at the same
time that they deprive me of those distant
views I so much admire. Perhaps I am
- somewhat singular in my taste, but I must
confess this is not a favorite spot with me.
Tn the same neighbourhood, but in my
‘opinion much better situated in point of
prospect, is a little thatched cottage be-
longing toa Mr. Williams, not built in the
grotesque stile of modern cottages, with

stumps of trees stuck up like pillars, to re-
R 2



192  The Stranger in Redding.

e s s e

presenthouses of thepoor which neverhave
any such ornament; and green painted ve-
randas, in appearance to keep off the rays
of the Sun from its inhabitants, who at the
sametime youaretosuppose, fromthestyle
of the building, to spend their days in the
open air, exposed to all their influence.
Unlike these, Mr. Williams’ cottage
remains-exteriorly such as it dlways was,
an unadorned thatched dwelling ; the
only diffecence is in the interior, which
. is fitted up in a neat but not a splendid
manner, and furnished with every{ac-
commodation for a small family. . There
is a simplex mundities about it, that
pleases at first sight, and grows on you
the longer you stay. The only part I
disapprove is the garden, as being too
gaudy, aod in every respect dissonant to
the outward appearance of the dwelling
‘to which it is annexed. I would have
every part in unison; and as the house
is to represent a poor man’s residence,
why should not the garden correspond
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with that idea? Over one of the win-
dows is the following cento:

This humble cottage boasts no foreign aid,

No sculptur’d marble dome or high cascade :

¢ No splended poverty, no fawning fear,

¢ No well-bred hate, or servile grandeur here:

Nature alone with mimic art contends,

And every point of view a prospect lends, .
'« While pleasing objeéts useful thoughts suggest,

¢ The sense is ravish’d and the soul is blest.”’

1 cannot give you a better idea of the
distant objects seen from this delightful
spot, than by transciibing the following
lines I picked up inan old newspaper :

THE COTTAGE.

NOW farewell Reading, with thy train .
Of puritanic tricks for gain,
Thy praise let others sing ;
A nobler scene demands my lays,
‘Where Nature all her chgrms displays,
In everlasting Spring.
This iittle Cottage all admire,
Its straw-clad roof and rustic fire,
Fts artless rooms and stairs,
Its pledsant garden’with its fruit,
‘Which none bat genial climates sit, ‘
Without the gard'ner’s cares.
B3
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Enraptur'd! here I'll take my stand,
And view the sweet surrounding land,
‘Where spires on spires arise;

The leafy wood or dusky bhill,
Th’ astonish’d sight with wonder fill,
. And bound the distant skies,

First Caversham with all its charms,
Of rural cottages and farms,

Appears below the hill ;
Its church where Barry’s powers prevail,
Its pleasant meads and lovely vale,

Its villas and its mill.

Old Thames next strikes the ravish’d eye,
Through all the meads meand'ring by

In solemn pace profound ;
And Reading stands full in my view,
‘Where mammon cherishes a few,

And leaves the rest a-ground.

Above the town see Kennet creep,
As though his waters were a-sleep,
*Till torrents drown the sfrand ;
When rushing furious o’er his sides,
He spreads around his wat'ry tides,
And seas o’er-whelm the land,

As far as distant sight can ken,
Fair Cottington surmounts the fen,
Where scatter’d hamlets lie;
*Till hills on hills are seen to rise,
Majestic mounting to the skies,
Apd intercept the eye. .

TR
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I sec beside the left-band road
The noble Blandford’s sweet abode,
" His park with lofty trees ; ‘
The gentle stream that flows through all,
Affords a pleasing water-fall,
And wavers with the breeze.

How faint are human pow’rs to trace,
The glowing magic of thy face,
" O Woodley! beauteous spot!
" No wonder Nature owns his sway,
‘Whom jarring Senators obey*—
Since here a home she’s got.
Surmounting all I see the Holt :
The skipping lamb, the sheep, the colt,
Fill all the heathy space;
Bill-Hill appears romantic, rude, -
Surrounded by the neighb’ring wood,
Within the royal chace.
Still to the left I stretch my sight,
" ‘Where Ruscomb’s charms the soul delight,
The seat of Baron Eyre ;
No more the bench shall hear him plead,
The cause of innocence or need,
With more than Roman fire.

Nor shall my muse refuse to sing
The raptures Sonning’s Woodlands bring,
Where Nature deigns to live;

* Mr. Addington, now_Lord Sidmouth,



496  The Stranger in Reading.

SRAS PSSP

There Palmer’s’ mannon stands confest,
With evry rural zmagc &rest,
Assistant a.rﬂ can g’lve

Last in the bcauteous scene’s display ’d
The seat of royalty and trade, ‘
Where George our Sov reign dwells,
Whose patriot breast oft* ‘swells with gnef
To see the subject want relief, '
' Whosc sorrows Patience tells.
Then here I'l} fix my last .abode, _
Where ev'ry path with flowers is strow’d,
And pass a life serene; .
Nor ¢ovet honors, titles, dress,
No cares can €er my soul oppress,
‘While bless'd with such a scene..
And theu, sweet Poesy, I.pray, .
Be thou my ghest from day to day,
So- time shall quickly fly ;
.And with thee bring the jocund Muse,
Thy company she’ll not refuse,—
. Then come, sweet Poesy.

At a small distance from the house
isa physic garden, belonging to the same
gentleman, where a chalybeate spring
has lately hoces "diseovered, which, from
the great fenefit several persons have
already received by drinking the waters,
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promises to be of great service in the -
cure of various diseases. It is said to
exceed in strength and efficacy every
other chalybeate yet known. ¢ On ana-
“ lysis, it is found to be highly saturated
“ with iron, held in solution by carbonic
*“ acid gas. A sulphureous gas is also dis-
“ tinguishable in it by the smell, but this
*¢ is not sufficiently strong to give it a de-

¢ cided character. On being infused on

“ vegetable astringents, such as galls or
* tea, the liquor becomes black like ink.

« Exposed to the air for a short time, it
“ looses its brilliancy, and in a few hours
““ becomes muddy, most probably from
““ the escape of the carbonic acid gas.

“ In about two days it deposits all the
“ jron as the tests no longer detect it in
‘ the water. A residuum weighing 32
‘¢ grains was obtained from one gallon of
‘“ the water, the greater part whereof
“ seemed to be an oxyd of iron.””* Near

. Rev. T. E. Williams® observmous ou the virtues
of this chalybeate.
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the spring are several lodging houses,
whither it has long been the practice of
the medical gentlemen here to send their
invalid patients, for the benefit of the
. air, which they consider much purer
‘than that in the smoky atmosphere of
Reading: whether this opision be found-
ed in justice or not, I'do not pretend to
determine ; but certain it is, that either
from the salutary qnallty of the spring,
or the air, many persons have received
very great benefit by residing here ; and
nothing seems wanting but the sanction
of some persons in high-rank to render
‘it in the Opmion of the public the most
salubrwus, as it1 1s confessed to be the
most pleasant spot in the county.
Beyond this charming spot, towards the
west is Grove Park, the seat and residence
of Mrs. Fell, combining in the house and
‘grounds about it, every thing calculated
to give a zest toa countrv residence.
"There are mapy-very pleasant. rides
in this parish; but one in particular
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struck me more than any I had ever seen:
this is a bridle road leading along the
brow of a hill to Mapledurham, whpre is
a seat belonging to Michael Blount, esq.
At the bottom of the hill on the right,
the Thames is seen meandring through
the vale below, spotted with islands and-
“eyots as far as the eye can reach, some-
times disappearing, and again opening to
the eye, but shorn by the distance, of all
its majesty. On the left, Caversham-
bridge appears like a distant ruin, but
apparently connected with the town of
Reading which is seen on the eastern ex-
tremity of a circular ridge of hills en-
closing the spectator asin an ampitheatre.
About a mile from Mapledurham is
Hardwick House, the seat of P. L. Powis,
esq. possessing no recommendation either
in the style or elegance of the building
to attract the notice of the traveller, but
the woods about it will afford him some
delightful rides, as well as the open coun-
try,  the high road skirting the banks of
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the Thames all the way to Whitchurch,
where areseveral gentlemen’s seats,among
these there is one lately erected by Samuel
Gardiner, esq. on an eminence gently ris-
ing from the banks of the river, and ‘com-
manding an extensive view on the East
and West sides, but that on the South,
which is in front of the house, is too much
confined by the hills on the opposite side
the river, whose tops being covered with
woods confine the view from the house to
a very short distance.

The bridge over the Thames at this
place leads to the pleasant village of
Pangbourn, through which passes the
turnpike road to Oxford, deservedly ad-
mired by travellers for the variety and
beauty of its scenery ’till you leave the
county at Shillingford bridge.

Turning to the left at the distance of
two miles, you come to Englefield, ano-
ther village highly deserving your atten-
tion. ~ Richard Benyon, esq. is lord of
the: manor : it formerly belonged to
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the Paulets, who appear to have taken up
their residence here after the siege and
destruction of Basing-house in the civil

war in the reign of Charles I. The house .

isan elegant structure situated at the foot
of a hill, which advances so neat the
leaded platform on the top, that, ac-
cording to the tradition of the place, a
coach and four was once driven from it
round. the battlements. The grounds
about it are laid out in a good style, and
are much increased in effect by a large
piece of water in the park, which, with
its islands stocked with water fowlof va-

rious descriptions, gives additional relief’

to-the scenery.

~ You may return to Readmg, by the
Bath Road, a pleasant ride of about five
miles. In your way you pass the seat
of John Blagrave, esq. at Tilehurst, and
further on Prospect-hill, the residence of
J. E. Liebenrood, esq. situated on the
summit of a steep hill, from whence you

Bl
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have a most extensive view of the sur-
rounding country, but the situation istoo
exposed to make it desirable.—1I conceive
that any prospect however picturesque,
must, by custom, loose all its effect ; it
may charm from its novelty, but the eye
tires by continually contemplating the
same objects.

At the distance of somethmg more tban
one mile, on the South side of the town,
is White-knights, the seat of the Most
Noble the Marquis of Blandford. The
house was built by the late Sir H. Engle-
field, whoseagricultural pursuits induced
him to lay out the grounds about it as a
ferme ornée,the general features of which
it still retains, except in the park and gar-
dens, which have been much improved
by the present possessor, both by planfing
and ornamental buildings, but particu-
larly by the number and variety of exotie
plants, covering several acres of ground,
and divided into distinct compartmentsac- A
cording to the countries from whence they
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came, as the American, South Sea, Botady
Bay, &c. gardens ; but these, on account
of the great value justly attachéd to them,
cannot be seen by strangers without per-
wmission of the Marquis—however the
park is at all times open to the'public,
who claim a prescriptive right of passing
through it uomolested ; this is not only
a great convenience to those who have
occasion to go that way, but a high gra-
tification to every one who can enjoy the
luxuries of rural scenery, presented in one
of the most charming spots in England.
At a short distance from White-
knights is the pleasant seat of E.Golding,

"esq. This is alarge brick building, hav-

ing nothing partiular to recommend it
except the grounds about it, which if not
Iaid out in so ornamental a style as the
last, are, I 'believe, more extensive, and
better calenlated to correspond with the
surrounding scenery.

There are many other gentlemen s
seats in this neighbourhood, as well as
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pleasant rides and rural walks, which the

limits of a letter will not permit me to

describe, but will amply repay the trou-
ble of a personal visit whenever you shall
have the opportunity of stopping any
time here. ‘ :

I have enclosed a few necdotes for
your amusement, that owed their origin
to this place, just as I have found them;

some I have collected by reading, and

others have been told.me by persons resi-
dent here, but I do not take upon me to
guarantee the truth of either, though I
‘believe many of them to be authentic.—
.One of these however I cannot help in-
-serting here, as combining aun instance of
that independent spirit so remarkable in
our brave seamen, but which unluckily,
for want of reflection, often turns to their
own injury.

One of these brave fellows, whom I
shall call Boots, as honest a tar as ever
.spliced a rope, or handled a main-sail,
and who, if report says true, could even.
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box the compass, has resided here some
years. As seamen however are gene-
rally exposed to more hardships than fal
to the share of other persons, so it hap-
pened to poor Boots, for being on the
watch on board his ship one very severe
night, in the Baltic, his toes were so
frazen as to render him incapable of fol-
lowing his calling any longer. On being
discharged from his ship, he eame to this
place and commenced the industrious if
not lucrative profession of a shoe-black,
in which he was eneouraged by most of
the gentlemen and tradesmen here, who,
it must be acknowledged, are never want-
ing in relieviog the wants or encouraging
the exertions of the industrious. Oncof
his employers being unexpectedly called
to. London on the next day, and thinking
it would be more convenient to our hero
to clean his boots that evening, than to.be
disturbed for .that purpose. at an early
hour the next morning, sent his servant
with a request that the boots might be

.
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cleaned that night ; unfortunately whew
thegirl arrived Boots was just turned into
his hammock, and hearing the message,
which was delivered . in rather a peremp-
tory stile, he was so offended at the affront
as he conceived offered to his. indepen-
dence, that ke positively refused to clean
them that night, telling her to take them
- back again, but this being also refused on
her part, Boots quitted his hammock and
huddling on his cloathesin agreat rage,
seized the boots and earried them back to
his employer’s himself. Exulting in what
he had done, Boots hobbled home as fast
as his crippled feet would carry him, and
once more turned in ; but his mind was so
much disturbed for fear the boots should
not be cleaned in time, that after passing
a sleepless night, be arose at four o’clock,
cledned the boots and taking them i his .
hand to his employer, here, says he, is
yous honor’s Boots,* I have taken them

* See the frontispiece,
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tnto dock and careened them I hope to
your honor’s liking, but d=—n me {f I
turn out of my birth before my watch *
Jor any man in England.

I have now concluded my remarks on
this town, and shall leave it to-morrow
for Bath, where you may expect to hear
from me soon, ’till when

I am, &c.

Reading, Sfp‘o 5, lm-

FINIS.

‘Smarc and Man, Printers, Reading,
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