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Mr. B ENT L EY.

CHAP I

T%‘\ R. Selwin, to whofe care the young
ﬁ gentlemen were committed, was
merchant of extenfive connections,
and a man of fair reputation: he hhad'
known Mr. Deatley in the former part of
his life, and had a particular regard for
him and Mr. Fairficld. e confidered
the care of their children a flrong mark of
confidence and friendfhip 3 and determined
to acquit himielf of the charge, with all
the atteniion he was able.

Vor. 1. B In
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~ In the letters he received from the coun-
try, great weight was laid upon the cor-
rectneds of the young people’s difpofitions,
and he was taught likewite, that they con-
ceived a very little reftraint would be {uf-
ficient, as the ftrictnefs of  their education
had already infiructed them to beware of
the fnares of the world.  Their behaviour
contirmed every favourable character given
in the letters, and faushed M. Sekoin 1
¢id not proceed merely from the prejudice
of the parents.

As their {tay was to be confined toa few
momha, they were to be idulged nevery
Innocent watﬁration of ther curiofity

v——-».

and 1t was trufted, themr own good fenfe

and difcretion might be d-ponded on, tor
their cheice of proper engagements for
th.f.-l.[ t]. lC-

Fairfield emploved the firlt opportunity
after his armvaly in wriing to his dear
Bety 5 and as coirefpondencies of this caft

| Iuil
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run pretty much in the fame ftile, we fhall
only lay hefore our readers his firlt epiitle,
and the young ladv’s anfwer.

“ Little does my dear and tenderly re-
ipected Mils Bemtley conceive, how cons
ftantly fhe lives in my thouphts, and how
impofible 1t 15 for any difance to divide
her faithful Edward trom the memory of
her many graces.

I have many acknowledgments to
mike, my charming Betfy, for this privis
leoe of committing my heart to paper, and
Of terllfymg., aoatn and again, the ardor and
fincerity of my paffion, in charaliers that
may coniront me with the baiell apoftacy,
1if ever I {hould ceafe to love you, even for
a moment. [y whole delight, 1n this.
croud of flattery and artful creatures, is,
to dwell conftandy on the raptures of paft
{enes, and to anticipate the happy hour,
when we fhall meet again, never to be fe-
parated more. | _ S
| ) The
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The people  this city talk to me of
1ts curofities, 1ts cuftoms, 1ts fafhions, its
politenefs, 1ts galety, and much mores
and cannot account for my infenfibility to
every thing about me, becaufe they know
not that | am ina love, and that the object of
my affeCtion is Mifs Bentley. They amufe
me, as they think, by hurrying me from
one bufy {cene to another ; but I have no
pleafure, but fuch as immediately proceeds
from contemplating the perfections of Mifs
Bentley.  What a cruel kindnefs is that
they ph.&lfe towards me! And how falfe
are the notions of this polifhed people !
When I retire to my clofet to enjoy the
moft plealing reverics, to follow you i
idea from one littde domeflic duty to ano-
ther; to conceive you are now walking in
the fower-garden, now are feated in the
grove, now are ranging through the woods,
and bleffing other eyes with your prcfence
when thefe fweet imaginations poflels me,
with every beft felicity 1 am capabie of

they call me to company, to
Cel‘emony,

£njoying,
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ceremony, and to noife; and would per-
fuade me, that reflection is melancholy,
and that folitude is dulnefs.  Miftaken,
falle taught men ! Ifear, that, to love
them as I ought, 1t 15 neceflary I view
them at a diftance.

You can have no idea, my Betfy, of the
ftrange love of diflipation that reigns here
in every bofom.- The ladies are generally
handfome, but I think your papa gave a
faithful picture -of their follies, They
drefs flrangely, they talk ftrangely, ‘they
at firangely. There is aconfident effron-
tery in polite life, and a barbarous forma-
tity among people in the middle ftation,
that would equally excite your pity- and
admiration. "They endeavour to perfuade
the world, that their fex is incapable of
friendfhip, and all their intimacies are
methodical and diftant, cold and formal,
Cruel, and” infenfible, fwcet creatures’!
they deprive fociety of its molt valuable
blefling, by dedicating their time to their

ook B2 drelsy

-
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drefs, and barbaroufly neglefting thems-.
{elves, |

Canvou believe, that they encourage
every infipidity of addrefs from the man ?
That they are fatisfied with profeflions
without truth, delicacy without fenfe, and
politenefs without a meanmg ? Can you
concetve, that their converfation 1s alto-
gether confined to trifles, that their edu-
cation is without wildom; their examples
without prudence, and their condudt
without confiftency :

There may be many advantages attend-
sng what is calied an accomplifhed educa-
tion, but I fhall be ever happy to think,
that thofe molt dear to me, were cultivata
ed at a diftance fromthe croud. I congra-
tulate myfelf a thoufand times aday, that
our fouls are fuited for obfcurity 5 that we
{hall be permitted to hide our heads toge-
ther in the fhades, and tafte {weet peace ,

and calmly pafs forward to eternity.
You

™
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You are fenfible, my dear Beify, that't
love you for the artlefs beauties of your
perfon, that I love you for the goodnefs
of your heart, and the graces of your in-
telligent mind}; but above all, I love you
for a fuperiority to city fenfe, and an ig-
norance of city manners, If I can pre-
vail upon your brother, I believe, before
the month expires, Ifhall be happy in
your company 3 but 1f I muft endure-a
more tedious abfence, pray give me as
much of your company as poffible,” by
writing to me, as often-as you are able. -I
can by no means reconcile myfelf to this
ftrange people, -and heartily repent our
expedition ; but as my friend {eems par-
ticularly delighted with every thing about
him, 1 fear a fewweeks muft elapfe, before
1 can affure youin perfon, how muchl am
your faithful and affetionate

'-'_"r"

1

E. FArrizLp,”?

CHAP;
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W M 1SS Bentley's anfwer was as fol-
lows : ’

« My papa, Malter Fuairfield, who has
taught me always to contend for more
than the {emblance of delicacy, juftifies
m¢, ;n an{wering your very affectionate
lerter.  And indecd, fir, I fhould be 2
very difengenuous, a very hypocritical
oirl, to deny that every kind notice you
take of me by letter, gives me more
pleafure than can be exprefied m many
words. My hand trembled, and my
heart was uncommonly agitated on the
receint of this before me; for 1 had a
thoufand apprehenfions for your fafety
v | 10



(9 )

tn {o long a journey ; and my fimple fore-
bodings of {omething, like a poflible for-
getfulnefs of palt conftancy, kept me
waking and weeping three whole nights,
and [ did not know what tidings of good
cr evil might be brought me, My papa
has taken uncommon pains, uncommon
palas, to contole me ; but, {weet man ! he
s always good, always kind, and ever
tender ; he diffipates ail my fears, and
tells me | deferve to be happy.  But, fin,
you know my papa i1s a wife man, and
thinks fearfully of the great city ; he re-
joices with me that your ftay in Lendon is
to be {o fhort, for it more than half re-
pents him, that he ever confented to your
journey, However, he has g;reat faith
in yours and my brother’s difcretion, and
waits your return with pleafure,

You wiil Jaugh at me for growing a
ftrange fanciful girl; but indeed I think
the flower-garden greatly difordered fince
you left it, nor do my favourite Robins

fing
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fing fo {ivcetly, in my idea, as they were
ulcd to doy the hermiiage 1s grown very
aull, and the grotto very gloomy; I
have got a fad habit of fighing, and
love beit to be alone.

To be fure it is very id'e to indulge
toolith fuperftitions ; but I cannot help
entertamning weak apprehenfions at times,
and 1 1prre of all myv papa’s g sod humour-
ed politenefs, and afifectionate affiduity, I
cannot help being a little unhappy, 1
am more pleafed with the tender love ele-
oies of Mr. Hammond, and the plaintive
numbers of Mr. Shenftone, than ever 1
was m my life, and I fear I am very
faulty in rather neglefting my little pu-
pils, for the benefit of retirement and re-

flcétion.

I think you fav very well, that the
pecp'e of Lendon ave ftrange, if they call
folitude irlfome ; for indeed T take hard-
Iy any pleature in fociety, cqual to what

1 cx-
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1 experience, when I walk through the

poplar trees by moonlight,+ and think of
my rural philofopher alone.

But pray, {ir, did you expect I fhould
anprove of your feverity on my fex © Do
vou know [o hittle of your Betfy, as to con-
ceive ficr fond of fatyr ¢ Indeed, mdeed,
fir, I will not think you julliied m form-
Ing a precipitate judgment of the ladies
in Loudor 5 and befide T will fugeelt to
you, that my papa, 1 all his comments,
mcitnes irictly to good nature and can-
dour; fo, my dear Edward, you mult
not cx; it myv approbation of o fevere a
cenfure on my fex, efpecially as you cen-
fefs the men are {o highly blameavie n
thetr condust towards them. I thank you,
and agan [ thank vou, for exprefling
vourielr 1o very tenderny and faithiuily m
my aveur, and et me oflure you, n return,
it tha'l ever be the fupreme i lealure of
my life to convince you, how immediarely

your
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your happinefs is conneéted with that of
your affeCtionate

I'L1zaBeTH BENTLEY.”?

In this manner the two lovers con-
ftantly correlponded.

The young gentlemen had not been in
Londen 2 monch, betore Fairfield’s opinion
of the city had altered confiderably in its
favour. He began to grow rather more

cconctied to ablence from his Besfy, and
to the feenes about himy and with refpeét
to Bentley, he was fo charmed with the
woys of town, and fo reluttant to leave
it {fo foon, as was expected by his father,
that he fpared no rhetoric with his friend,
to prevail on him to peution for a difcre-
tionary indulgence ; and as he had an un-
limited infuence over Fairfield, he very
eafily complied, and the, both fubfciibed
to the requelt, in a letter to the old gen-

tieman,
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tleman, and obtained their fuit, not with- -
out fome hefitation on the parc of Mr.
Bentley.  That thinking man trembled for
poflible confequences, yet great was his
confidence in his fon, and the plan of
cducation he had purfued with him. He
was fenhible, however, the requeflt came
directly from that quarter, and though
he could not think of a peremptory de-
nial, he wilhed for a plea to recall him.
At lafty after fome debate wich himfelf,
he relolved to write to Mr. Se'win,
watch them with more flrcuminettlon
than berore: and determined not to {uffer
them to fray in town at all events many
mo -ths longer. In his letter to that gen-
tleman he fawd, ¢ I am very far from be-
iny caly, refpeCting the mquilitive dilpo-
fition of my fon. His morals are good,

and his fenfe 15 {trong; but the world 1s
crafry, and there 1s hetle fecurity m much
wifdom. The credulous generofity of
youth 1s againit him.  The confidence of
fecurizy may betray hum a thoufand ways,

VOL. [1. C ~and
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and 1f you love me, watch over him,

oive me the earlielt ntelligence of inch-
nation to error, and I will blefs you for

it moft hearuly.”

CHAPD,



CHAP III.

YW TITH regard to Mifs Desfy, the
effet this difappointment had up-

on her fulceptible heart, may be much
more eafily imagined than defcribed. She
was always Inclined to indulge an appre-
henfive doubt, about pofiible confequen-
ces that might relult from the journey;
and this laft appeal to her father con-
firmed all her fears in an inftant. She
had made fome little preparation for their
reception, and counted the days and the
hours, and conceived they had taken leave
of London, and were then upon the road,
when the fatal petition reached her father.
She flew with eagernefs to the hermitage,
C 2 (Q
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to gather the contents from Mr. Bentley ;
and as he read on, fixed her eyes {ledfaftly
upon her father, and liflened 1n full ex-
poctation of hearing the certain day of
their arrival, and that fhe fhould prepare
to receive them in a few hours. Her
difappointment was 1nexprefiibly great,
and fhe burlt mto a violent acony of tears,
O &r! O fir! fhe fuad, this 1s much, much
mo:e than I could poflibly be prepared
fer, and my heart s melung at my eyes.
Sure, fir, it cannot be, that Malter Fair-
feld has joined my brother in this requeft ?
Is it fo, fir? Then flinging her arms
about her father’s neck, and hiding her
face in his bofom, O my papa, fave me,
fave me from my fears—1{ave me, fave
me from my fears, for I begin to think
his lafl letters have abated of their warmth,
and. that another month may make vour
Betfy wretched enough of all confcience.
She wept much, and affeCted the old
gentleman not a little; he confoled her

however as much as poffible, affured her
he
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he had no doubt, but the motion was
firft made by her brother  that Fairfield
had complied through friendthip, and did
not doubt but his next letter would filence
all her fears, refpeting his infidelity; and
that a few weeks wauld reflore their fa-
mily to its former union and felicity, He
fupprefled his own objections, for fear of
increafing her alarm, and the young lady
waited impatiently for his next letter.

C CHAP.

BAD.
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. HE young gentlemen, Bently in par-
ticular, received the confent from

his father with efpecial pleafure ; he pro-
mifed himfelf a glorious {wing of indul-
-gence, in the amufements of the town,
for a month or two at leaft, and at the ex-
piration of that term, did not fear of find-
ing frefh excufe to delay their return.
Fairfield was very far from the infatuation
of Bentley, but ftill his prejudices againft
London were very much foftened 5 and as
they were both genteelly fupplied with
pocket-money, they had every opportu-
“ nity of enjoying every thing the great city
ccould furnifh.  They began to make
material - alterations in their drefs, foon
after
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after their arrival;” and complied in-greag
degree with the fafhion, without following
-1t 1n the extreme.: Beitley, in particular, ob-

jelted to the plainncs and aukward ‘fim-
plicity of their former habits, and talked
now and then of tafte and gen'nhty, and
conf lted his taylor on all occafions.

We are forry to confefs, young Bentley
foon began to furnith a melancholy ‘proof
- of the infufficiency’ of the ftriftelt educa-
tion, to countera®t the many feducements
“of the world. He foon formed a variety
of acquaintances with gay young people
of both fexes 3 and though it'was fome time
before he could be perfuaded to purfue
- vice, yet he very foon began to confider
-1t with lcfs abhorrence than he was
taﬁght to do. He converfed daily with
-young fellows of the moft{pecious undet-
ftandings, who valued themielves on what
15 called a liberal educationy would talk
freely of the prejudices of age, and the

5 ﬁxper{htlous credulity of the crowd, They
would
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.-wop'd objedt to the miracles of fcripture,
as abfurd, and.called the Levitical inftitu-
~tion a very poliiical delign, but not any
.way to be reccived by men, capable of
inveligating twuth, and confuting the'er-
~rors of the valgar.. They would laugh
at the abfurd fuppofition of a future exiit-
ence, and logically dented the poffibility
~of an immortality of fpirit divefted of all
_matter They would infift, that the free
~agency of man was unlimited ;  that no
“body would account for their.own thou ghts;

“that reafon had a right to make uhat eil-
-quirjes fthe thought proper; and that no
-man could be culpable in the fight.of hea-
ven, for objecting to what he could not
wunderfland. . .

.~ This, though at firlt it did not abfo-
futely -overturn Mr. Bentley’s precepts,
confiderably - weakened them; and the
young man began to conceive his educa-
tion had been purpolely confined, to pre-
vent a poflibility of reafoning for himfelf
h m
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s matters of material moment. - My fa-
ther, he wouid tay, had sy few advan-
tages of education; and. his views muft
be neceflarily confined. 1Itis true, a con-
{titutional goodnels of heart, leads him to
{ound morality, and an excellent proprie-
ty of conduct; but his faith is mmplicit,
and without enquiry ; and the prepriety of
it. canuot be proved by realon. He was
taught to ftagger at the divine nature’s bes
ing 1ncarnate for the falvation of f{inners ;
he could not reconcile the idea of a trinity
In unity, or how an eternal exiftence could
be e}ctmo-mfhed on Mount Calvary torthiee
days. He objeéted to the poffibility of the
fun’s -being darkened on that awful ocea~
fion, without a natural eclivfe 5 nor could:
he concelve it poffible, that all the divine
attigadas were equally inflexible; and that
aivine juftice could no way be fatsfied,
but by an nterpofition of fuch fevere mer-
cy,-as the facrifice of the eternalfon. His
companions taught him the words, priefi-
craft, ignorance, and fuperflition ; and he
{oon

¥ I‘.i
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foon began to think as liberally asthems.
felves. He vead Dr, 2eung’s {ublime rea-
Jorung with Lerenzo, without yielding to
bis argument ;- and feenuicifm began to
reign in hiz heart, and his father began to
be forgotten.  As Fairfield was at firfk
part:cularly fond of retivement, Dentley
had every opportunity of purfuing his ca-
{uifiry alone, he fought the polite circles
at  every opportunity, was introduced to
the tea-tables of fafhionable people, and
qualified himfelf in a few weeks for what
1s called good company.

CHAP,
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CHAD V.

E was not however quite reconciled
A to his new opinions, he felt- lefs
peace than. he was wont to do, and often
attempted to ftifle refleCtion, butin vain.
The memory of paft contentment haunted
him like his thadow. A fenle of the om-
niprefence of the Deity dwelt, at times, for-
cibly” on his thoughts, and determined
him to a&t like a wile man, before {o awe-
ful a witnefs ; but thefe rcloiutions were
generally made at midnight, when dark-
nefs opprefles the mind with more awes
than 1t experiences in the blaze of day, and:
the exampies and councils of his friends
made thefe reflections vifit him very
rarely,

As
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- As the arguments for religion were
weakened, the reftri¢tion of moral con-
du&t began to fail, From Deifm to abfo-
Jute infidelity 1s a fhort ftcp, and he foon
found 1t convenlent to adopt the latter
creed. He would talk confidently of drop-
ping into the dark, 1n extreme old age,
when the organs were all decayed, and the
body laboured under every difquali‘ﬁca-
tion : and argue that the wildom of -pro~
vidence, whi.h makes nothing in van,
had never implanted paffions i the human
breaft, it- they were not to be indulged
by which means he acquired a {trange ta-
lent for felf deception, and grew negli-
gent about the employments of time, and
the confequences of eternity.

He was {itting cne evening in a box at

a ~~ice-houle, taluing to one of his moft
intiiate acquaintances, in the character
of a man aitogether ftudious to convince
himf{elt of the propriety of error: and as
he
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he took pains to be overheard,. in hopes.
of being calléd upon to maintain a difpute
with fome weak adverfary : a young gen-
tleman, of a very modeft appearance and
engaging addrels, begged leave, very po-
litely and {fubmiflively, to be permitred to
anfwer fome objections which he had ftare--
ed very ralhly. Bentley was not fo far
gone, as to be-quite fuperior to convition,
and as he rather wifhed to be fully fatis-
fied of his doubts, than confirmed 1n his
fears, liftened to the ftranger’s difcourfe with
ftrict actention; he was, however, predeter-
mined to allow little weight to any thing
that fhould make againit his own prepof-
feffions; and therefore, though he fuffered
the other to proceed without tnterruption,
vet when he had finifhed, he returned to
his charge ; allowed of very few of his
adverfary’s pofitions, and objetted to the
deductions he drew from them. He was,
however, uncommonly pleafed with the
modeft {edatenefs of the {peaker, felt an
uncommon prejudice 1n his favour, and

Vor. II, D requefied
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requefted to be ranked among the: foremott
of his friends. The young gentleman; on
the other hand, pitied the falfe pofitivenefs
of Bentiey, percetved he had betrayed much
good fenlc, by fuffering himfelf to be -led
beyond his .depth, and refolved, at ali
events, to ferve him with better advice, if
it lay in his power.  He therefore readi-
Iy confented to cultivate a future good un-
derftanding, and at parting exprefled him-

{elf to this purpole:

¢ [ ama young man, fir, as well as
yourfelf, and the little advantage of years
in my fcale, gives me no authority to dic-
tare : but believe me, fir, 1if you value
wifdom, if you value yourlelf, you will
confult a never-failing monitor within you;
and own, that your prefent principles are
wrong : you will elle very {oon find this
world to be indeed a blank, and the future
much worfe than a fable. I will furnith

you with my addrefs, when I am {ettled in
| oW1,
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fown, but till then, you will always- hear
of me at this coffee-houie.”

This gentleman appeared fomething
more than twenty, but carriéd the gravi-
ty of fifty. He fpoke like a man who
knew the value of fpeech, and employed
his talent, like one who thought conftants
Iy independently of the thoughts of others.
He had a title to much fame, for tne cor-
re¢tnefs and elegant forcibility of his argu.
ment, but he defpifed fo mean a confidera-
tion. Hefpoke as he atted m the prefence
of the Searcher of hearts, and cared little
for the erroneous opinions of his creatures.
He appeared to have undergone fome
fevere trouble, looked pale and fickly, and
was rather {piritlefs and thoughtful ; but
exerted himielf, where he conceived 1t to

be proper, with great energy and fkill.

Bentley had never met with fo capable
an opponent before ; he went home, and
retired to his clofet, and called a council

D 2 of
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“of his heart, and began to be ftaggered not
a little, It is poffible, {aid he, when 1
confider 1 cannot account for any thing
“my fenfes witnefs to; it is poflible that
things may exift, to which my {enfes cannot
‘witnefs Perhaps, it is poffible this body
may have an immortal {oul within it, ca-
g able of exifting in a feparate ftate to all
eternity 5 elle 1t 15 odd the hmthen
world fhould tth o, guided by the mere
light of nature.  Pernaps too, as Ihave
fomewhere read refpecting the argument
tot chance, there may be an hell by chance;
and if {o, fhould I be taken fick this
night, and fhould the phyfician give me
over to-morrow, how would my cafuiftry
fuftain me? Asitis, I confels, I do not
jike folitude, and when enveloped in mud-
night darknefs, often think of fupernatural
_appearances. - Perhaps, as Mr. Pope fays,
¢ §an was not made to quefllion;’ for
furely, if he was, it is ftrange he never
fhould be fatisfed: I muft think more
ferioufly
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ferioufly of thefe things, for at prefent 1
am hopelefs of all light beyond the grave,
and diffatisfied with every thing on this
fide that gloomy fcene.  He was violent.
ly agitated in this ftate of doubt and pet-
plexity, when fome of his companions
calling upon him at that inftant, fummon-
ed him to fulfill an engagement at the play-
houfe.  They remarked the gloom upon
his countenance, and very foon laughed
him into the fame latitude of principles,
they had involved himin before,

The air of gaiety univerfally difplayed
at the theatre, contributed to relieve him
* from the anguifh of his reflections; he
very foon forgot every temporal inclination
to the right, and gave into all their follies
with chearfulnefs and alacrity, Mr. Gar-
rick that night performed the charatter of
Rauger, and recommended the joys of a
rakith life {o ftrongly, that Bearley deters
mined on fome act of gallantry in his way -
home,

D3 A3
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As he was pafling 'the new church v
the S¢rand, he obferved a crowd gathered
round an hackney coach that had broke
down, and obferved a lady in great diftrefs,
endeavouring to get out of the vehicle.
He prefled thro’ the mob, and opening
the door in the inftant, politely helped her
aut of the carriage, and offered his fervice
to attend her home. As fhelived at fome
little diftance, and was rather alarmed by
the accident, his offer was. courteoufly ac-
cepted, and Bentley determined to lofe no
time in prepoflefling the lady in his favour.
His perfon was very agreeable, his drefs
genteel, and his addrefs ingenuous and
pleafing, He had a mulfical voice, and a
foft perfuafion of fpeech, that not a little
recommended him to the ladies. He was
mafter of every common-place compli-
ment, and valued himfelf on a capacity ta
influence the pafions, whenever he thought
proper. His companions in a few months
had taught him much, but his own genius
fuggefted much more. He had entirely
forgos
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forgot the humble timidity of the ruftic,
and conceived, he vindicated his know-
ledge of the world, by infringing every
lictle line of propriety it prefcribed to him.

However, he thought it convenient to
maintain an artful affe@ted referve, till he
became more acquainted with the lady,
and then determined to purfue an unlimit-
ed conduct,, and think nothing of ridicu-
lous reftriCtions in future,

CHAP.



CHAP VL

HE figure of the lady he had ref-

cued from danger was, in every
{enfe of the word, a very fine one, She
was delicate without too much eftemi-
nacy, and feemed muftrefs of every ac-
complifhment, that nature and the {chools
could give her. She repeatedly acknow-
ledged the very great obligation he had
conferred upon her, and, at his earneft
requeft, gave him permiflion to enquire
after her health next day.

After he had parted from her, he be-
gan to be poffefled with a new train of
ideas. I have feen, faid he, many fine

women
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women with 1nd1ﬁ"erence and was never
fenfible of an emotion of this fort, till
this moment. She 1s certainly a fweet
creature, and if it 1s poflible to poflefs
her, mvention fhall not be fpared, nor
any afliduity negleted. I will return to-
morrow, and to-morrow 3 1 will engage
her affeftions by every artifice 1n my
power ; I will then affect a fudden indif-
ference, and triumph over the tender. cre-
dulity of her difpolition. DBut if every
Ipecious infinuation fails me, a polite
man mazy find a thoufand ways to be
happy,

_ He reached home full of thefe ima-
cmations, and thought fo lictle of his
late temper of mind, that he determined
to gratify. his paflions in future, at all
events, and to truft indifferently to any
conlequences that might follow. ﬁ

‘He had been engaged in many gallan-
trles before and was grown convelfantﬁ
wnh
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with-every art of {eduttion, that is prac-

- T T -

tifed 'by men of the world. He deter-

mined to grow carelefs about thame and

1

remotle ; to ftifle every call of confcience,

and liften to refleGtion no more. He con-
cealed from his friend, Fuirfield, this ad-
‘;ienture, and refolved to conduét his a-
mours with ftri& fecrecy, that Mr. Sel-
wiy might not alarm his father. His

ideas dwelt fo ftrongly on the fair un-

known, that fleep fled his temples that
night, and the plan of her future {e-
duction entirely poffefled his thoughts;
he refolved in his mind a thoufand
{chemes that promifed fuccefs, and re-
folved to go every length to accomplith
his defligns upon her virtue,

‘During  this extraordinary revolution
in his temper and difpolition, he main-
tained {o plaufible a correfpondence with
his father, that the old gentleman had
no {ufpicion of his errors, and was forry

that he had ever entertained a doubt of
his
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his fon’s confiftency on every déééﬁ'ph ;s
fo that one of the firft confeque'nceé of
“his apoftacy, was a departure from that
*fair truth, and honeft franknefs of be-
haviour, that once diftinguithed him fo
jufily : a fenfe of criminality obliged
him to ufe every unworthy artifice to
conceal it, and he yielded to the depths
of degeneracy with unconcern, and feem-
ed to -welcome temporal and " eternal
ruin. | |

CHAP,



CHAZP VI

| HEN the principles of religion
lofe their influence over the

heart, the maxims of morality become
difcretional, and the ties of honour a
mere chimerical engagement. The man
acts from a dangerous falfe notion of un-
controulable free agency, and confiders
himfelf, at times, {uperior to every re-
ftriCtion. This was the exatt cafe with
Bentlyy. A corre& line of condu& had
been marked out for him, in the early
part of his life, and he then walked in-
variably by the rules propofed ; educated
at a diltance from confufed focieties, he
dreamed little of the vices of the world,
him-

- o ——
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himfelf being unqualificd to combat
their temptations. IHis father, indeed,
had taken {tri€t pamns to imprefs upon his
mind the dangers he was liable to meet
with, but the arguments of theory want-
e weight, when oppoled to practical er-
rors.,  We have obferved he was natural-
ly inquifitive, and conceived his father
had not fuffered his mind to expand, 1n
proportion to its ability, and therefore 1t
1s lels to be wondered ar, that his thirlt
fer knowledge, and conceptions of men-
tal freedom, led him, by quick degrees,
fo tatally 1nto an oppolfite extreme of con-
dutt. He judged rightly enough, that
the forms of devotion could be nothing, -
and that the openly ‘prophane are not
more offenfive in the fight of heaven,
than the formal hypocrily, the external
fanltity of men, who affected a methodi-
cal decency of carriage. He obferved
people talking of the Deity on the fabbath-
day, who ncver concerned themiclves
about ré]igion all the week, and wou.d

VYor. II. I infift,
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infift, perhaps with great reafon, that the
cenerality of people wenht to church by
mere method, and were to the full as
mechanical 1 their devotions, as in any
operation of their trades, Thefe confi-
derations induced him, as he felt nothmng
of the ipirit of rehigion, to affeCt nothing
oi the practice.

Let the reader, 1f he is a parent, paufe
here awhile, and coniider what this young
man now 18, and what he has been. L.et
him learn his child wildom from the
apoftacy of Beutley. Learn him to talk

nothing cf his own {irength, when op-

poled to the united enmity of the world,
Learn him to walk humbly in the path
of duty, and reft fatished with the con-
auct of providence towards him, i
every {ituation of life, without feeking to
veltigate 1ts ways.

And let the young man of fine talents
look full upon this faded picture, and
weep
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weep over the blighting of fo fair a blif-
fom. Let him be jealous in the choice
of his friends, his books, his purfuits,
it he would wifh to hve reconciled to
himlelf and to the world, And let him
fearn there 1s no mulic like the {wect
whilpers of an applauding conicience.
Stern winter may defolate the beaunes of
autumn, but {pring wiil rellore the graces
of the garden; the rofe will again bluih,
and the nightingale renew her fong ; the
fragrance of the bloilom be reflored, and
harmony return as before.  But the de-
predations of vice upon the hearr, are
too often eternally fatal; and’ the “cold
wintry grave hides the head of the wick-
ed 5 eternal fpring 15 forieited {or cver,
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CHAP VI

FxﬂRFIELD, 25 we ohierved before,
* feldom engaged n the diftipations of
his friend: he remarked the material al-
teration 1n s condudt, and theught he
talked much too freely of things which
ought to be held facred. =~ He objected
mich to the company he kept, and often
expoftulated with him on the ftrange turn
of his'behaviour. He however valued
him with the findleft fincerity, and was
too much awed by an infertority of Liis own
underftanding. . He was more timid in
raking engagements with ftrangers, and

fefs inquifitive in every refpect, than young
Denticy.  His turn was no way {i.ecula-
tive, and his inclination to error nothing
li.c cqual to that of his friend’s, We are,

how-
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however, {orry to remark, he was material-
ly injured in his principles, and liked the
metropotis cach day better than the for.
mer. As fome months had elapled fince
he left the country, he began to think lefs
of Mifs Beutley. His lctters were lefs
frequent, and lefs tender, and hefelt very
little inclination to return. We-are, indeed,
forry to confels, that Fairfield afforded a
firong proof of the weaknefs of the human
heart; and that the moft {olemn engage-
ments are too often infufficient to confine
the fluctuating affeCtions. 1t is hardly
poflible to conceive, after the ardour of
paffion he had {o long felt for Mifs Bewz-
Jey, after the tender folemnity of their
parting, after the repeated promifes of fi-
delity, and the reluCtance with which he
left her only for a few weeks 3 1t 1s indeed
hard to conceive 1t is poffible, that his
paffions could fo-{foon cool, that his affec-
tions could fo cruelly alter in favour of an
object every way inferior to the fweet ruf-
tic he was forfaking.  But the lot of mor-

E 3 - tality
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tality” 1sindeed humble, and there is: o
-contradiction, that theinconfiftency of tlie
Juman heart cannot account for.

. Bentley had introduced him to many po-
lite circles, and by that means brought
him acquainted with a lady of no uncom-
mon merit, whom we fhall diftinguifth by
the name of Melbowrn. 'This lady was
neither charming in her perfon, coriect in
the underftanding, or diflinguithable for
the goodnefs ‘of her heart. Her ftature
was remarkably tall, and her fhape re-
markably irregular.  Her features werg
altogether 1ncorrect, dnd her cemplexioﬁ
very dark, and very indehcate, There
was.indeed a talkative vivacity in her eyes,
but they were rather confident, than ex-
preflive, and rather bold, than. pleafing,

Her face was long, and the lower part of
it uncommonly pointed. Her converfation

was as {pecious as her education had been
irregular,  She miltook ill-nature for wit,

and by conftantly torturing every fentence
thar
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chat paffed in common converfation, ae-
~quired a reputation for fon iots, and dox-
ble entendre.  She fupplied herfelf every
morning with a few extracls from the beft
poets, to give her a charalter tor reading,
al which fhe -conftantly forgot by bed-
time, and renewed her {ftudies next day.
She poflefled an unbounded delight in ex-
ercifing every feverity of fatire upon her
fex, nor did the misfortunes of youth or
the infirmities of age efcape the criticiims
of her tongue. The flattery of  an ideot
would give her rapture, but was always
tormented when told of the perfetions of
her friends. She would hear with the
greateft tranquillity of the firing of an
houle, or the ruin of a family ; but the
minuteft deviation fiom the etiquette of
politenefs,. would fhock her beyond mea-
fure.  Such a lady called to fee her, and
left no card, 1t was barbarous! it was
gothic! Mifs fuch a one went to church
m a warm cloak, merely becaufe the wea-
ther was co/d—ang that was horrid ungen-

teel,
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teel, and fhockingly unfafhionable! And
then again, another Lady was {een atnoon-
day with pink heels to her thoes inftead of |
cherry coloured, and the creature was vul-
gar beyond coiception! When fhe pre-
tended' to vindicaie her candour, it was
certain, that Mifs 4. was a very accoms
phihed {weet girl, had a fine face and love-
ly featurces 3 but then her temper was abo-
nmunable ; her {colding the maids, her ty-
ranny over the footman, was not to be
juftified by any means; and, indeed, fbe
had no knowledge of breeding, either at
home or abroad. Then Mifs B. was a
very fober, fenfible, fedate, good girl, but
prodigioufly plain, and very aukward.
And as for Mifs C. fhe worked delight-
fully at her needle, played a pool at qua-
drille with great judgment, underftood
pickling and preferving, and domeflic con-
cerns, but was amazingly 1gnorant, had
not one word to fay for herfelf 1 compa-
ny, and was {ure to be the laughing-ftock.

of every gentleman prefent,  Thus {he
PR alWﬂ}?S
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always qualified her praife with cenfure,
and thofe were fure to be moft {trongly re-
~commended who leaft deferved it, She
poficfled above all a mifery in monied mat-~
ters, that was highly unnatural for her
years.  Though her father was immenfe-
ly iich, and daily adding to his fortune,
her avarice knew no bounds, and her un-
feeling heart hardened at the calamities of
others.  Her behaviour to firangers was
forward ; fhe gave a diftant artful encou-
ragement to every man who cafually {poke
to her, and then boafted of the number of
her admirers to modeft girls who never
bad any. She was paflionately fond
of amufement, and theretors generally
admiced the addreffes of  fome credu-
\ous fuitor at Mickaclinas, and as conftant-
iy difcharged him in fprinz. Uy which
means, f{he was franked to 2il the winter
amufements, and yaticd her fummers with
her father at a villa, a few miles diftant
irom town, in plaoning fome future con-
qued, * She would adwie letters, with a

VIEW
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view to return them, when the lover grew
safortunate ; and appoint Interviews, to
mortify the party with a peremptory dent-
al.  She was conftitutionally ncapable of
every tender emotion herfelf, yet took un-
common pzains to torment others, with a
fenfibility in her favour.  Such are fome
of the outlines of a charatter, that an un-
thihking youth, trained as Fairfield was,
could think of preferring to the amiable,
the modeft, the tender, the {uizeptible, tae
faithful, the affetionate Mifs Bentley.
Such was the lady for whoma man, tangnt
religioufly to reverence his word, couid
even violate an oath, made in favour of
one of heaven’s moft perfect works, to ob~
tain the notice of herimiles,

CHAP,



C HAP IX,

# SAN the reader think with patience of
x4 {uch infidelity as this, where the
inducements were fo contemptible, the re-
‘commendations of the party {o defpicable,
fuperficial and feeble ? It is true, he had
not refplved to renounce his Fetfy, but he |
found his heart greatly biaffed in favour
of his new flame, and he began to con?
ceive a little more abfence might totally
wipe away the memory of paft endear-
ments with Mius Dentley. He theretore
ailiduoudly purfued the lady 1n town,
efcorted her to all the public concerts,
plays, mafques, balls, &c. complimented
her with billet-donx, and courted her with

{on-
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fonnets, and began to figure in the flile
of flatcery, fo;pery, infipidity, and folly.
Ie neglected to anfwer two of the molt
tender letters from his Betfy, and began
to prepare fome frefh apology for a longer
continuance in town.

Mr, Selwin at this time began to feel
himfelf delicately fituated with regard to
his change of the young men. He lament-
ed the abufe of talents that Beutley daily
committed, and was {enfible that Fairfield
was affe€ted in a great degree with the er-
rors of the times. He remarked  their
modith concurrence with the whims of
fathion, and that they purfued pleafure
with an avidity inconfiftent with moral
fafety, He fatisfied himiclt, however, as
well as he was able, that their {tay would
expire in a very little time 3 and thought
it might be fufficient to give their fathers
an hint of fome alteration when they went
back, without alarming him with a cir-

cumftantial narrative of their misfortunes
before
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befoe their departure.  He was forry to
find his old friend fo deceived in his chil-
dren, and determined to caution him
again{t {ending them to Lendon any more,
The young men began to grow lefs diftant
and relerved in therr behaviour, kept late
hours, and often came home difzuifed in -
hiquor 3 brought their riotous bottle-
companions to difconcert the -ceconomy
and decency of Mr. Sekwvin’s family, and
were guil'y of ecvery irregularicy. IV,
Selwinn would often generoufly and polire-
lv expoftulate with them on the oscafion s

but his admonizions were only thouo 1t of
~ for the moment.

Bentley 1 particular was highly extra-
vagant, not oaly m his drefs, but in his
pocket expences.  He affociated  with
difipated young men of fortune, and imi-
tated their luxury and debauchery in every
particular.  He daily roecived leffons at
dancing, fencing, &c, and commenced
the fine gentleman and man of fafhion.

Yor, 11, . I3 To
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. Toreturn to his amour with the lady
he relcued from the coach. He waited on
her nextday, drefled to conliderable advan-
tage. e was received with the firictelt
poiitenefs, and availed himifelf of every
advantage a gay plavibility of addrefs
couid give him.  His vivacity was parti-
cularly plealing, and his aftectation of mo-
ral rectitude, decertiul to the lafll degree,
e was guarded and correct in his conver-
{ation, yet perfuafive and infinvating 5 and
made nofmall impreffion on the young la-
dy’s heart, whofe afrections had never
been abiolutely engnged befere. e made
every ufe of his confidence, declared him-
{elf her moll ardent admirer, gave a fatis-
factory account of his famiiy and conncc.
tions, and obtamed permiddion to renew
his vifits on every future oppertunity.

The lady conceived no mconficerable
prajuaice in his favour 3 was pleafed with
his cieéled modefly, his franknels, his
politenets, and thought him mafter of every

acco!-
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accomplifhment, that could recommend
him to fenfe and candour.  The foft dic-
tates of her paflion, fuggelted many fa-
vourable impreflions, and fhe exulted in
having made fo compleat a conquelt, over
{o excellent a young man.

At parting, he recotlefted an appoint-
ment at the gaming table, and as the hour
began to be jhortened, Le hallened to the
rendiezvous 1n hugh fpirics. '



CHAP X.

i E fhould have mentioned before,
- that among the impropricties of
his condudt, the pafiion for gaming bore
a confiderable fhare; and that he had
eften met with large lofles, and contracted
harge debis on that account, He had
been feated fome time, and engaged prety
Geeply in the game, when the young gentle-
man, who expoltulated in {o friendly a
mannes with him at the cofive-houfe, acci-

-

L |

deatally came intothe reom.  He imme
aiaiely obferved young Benmtley inall the
anxiety of a lofing gameller, and lament-
- edd the fudden gradation of his error, e
refited hia {ente, bue pitied his impetuo-
firy 3 and refolved to {erve him on this oc-

eron, and CVETV other he was Capablt‘ of,
kie
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He remarked fome unfair fhuffling deal-
ings winthe party he played with, and was
appreheniive, as his pafiions began to be
inflamed by his lofles, that he might fuffer
materially at that fetting, if fome project
was not directly found to prevent it,

He accordingly retired to a neighbour-
ing coffee-houfe unperceived by DBentley,
and fent the waiter to him with aletter, de-
firing his immediate attendance, as a g:en*
tleman had bufinefs of moment to commu-

nlcate to hini.

Bentley was confiderably ruffled with
wine and ill-luck, when the fervant de-
livered the letter ; however,. as his inftant
attendance was urged fo flrongly, he was
forced much againft his inclination to beg
a ternporary excufe of his antagonift, and
promifed to return in a few minutes.

When he came to the coffee-houfe, and

heard the preface to the young ftranger’s
F3 apology,
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-apology, and feund that he was called oft
-merely to receive a dull leCture upon gam-
ing, his paflion grew ungovernable; he 1l
treated the gentleman with molt opprobt-
ous terms 3 told him his officious attenticn
to his .conduct was very {uperfluous and
impertinent 3 and if his refpect to decency
-did not reftrain him, he would cane him
without referve. ¢ Confine your muddy
maxims in future, fir, faid he, to men ca-
pable of receiving inftrution from fo mean
a quarter, for depend upon it, the next
infult of this fort you prefume to offer. to
my fenfe and my ipirir, I'll take fuch fe-
vere notice of your tuition, as you fhall not
forget in a hurry.” The young gentleman,
no way agttated by his phrenzy, replied
with moderation and {iri¢t friendfthip ; af-

fured him, he had no motive but liberali- '

ty and honefty in refcuing him from the
frauds of a fharper; and that, in whatever
light he thought proper to confider his
conduct, he felt himfelf juftified in what

he had done ; made every allowance for a
paflion
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paflion which refulted from convi&ion of
folly; and told him, he was fatisfied he
-would candudly confefs an obhgation, when
the cooler moments of reafon prevailed.
This confiderably increafed the anger of
Deitley, he called him a cynical, happocri-
tical expoftulater; an artful triumpher
over thofe paffions he firlt excited in
others 3 declared nothing thould ever in-
fluence him to pardon fo notorious a breach
of good manners ; and raifed his paffion to
that excels, that he infifted on immediate
favisfattion,  Then drawing his {word,
“Draw, {ir, {aid he, this inftant, or I will
call you a poltroon and a fcoundrel to your
teeth, and brand you mevery company for
an infolent mvader ot the laws of polite-
nefs, and an infamous evader of the de-
mands of honour. Draw, {ir, draw ; my
foul fhall be fatisfied for this infult, though

my heart’s blood be drained.”

He placed himfelf in a pofture of de-
fence, and the young gentleman meafur-

g
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mg him with his eye with meffable pity
and contempt, furveyed his attitude in
{ilence for fome moments; then recover-
ing himfelf a little from his furprize at the
“madnefs of Bentley’s behaviour, he drew a
chair, and carelefsly {fat down. He conti-
“nued filent fome time to the bitterelt invec-
tives the other could heap upon him; and
then calmly, without any emotion, addrefs-
<d Bentley as follows.

CHAP.
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CHAP XL

< TAD I not conceived, fir, when firft

} 1 1 came acquainted with you, that
you had fome morals, fome underftand-
g, I had never entertained a momentary
prejudice n your favour, and thould have
{pared you this thameful forgetfulnefs of
every thing becoming a man and a gentle-
man. [ fhould bave left you to the mer-
¢y of a mifcreant that was preying upon
your fortune, and have efcaped the 1llibe-
ral abufe which the meanelt of the multi-
tude might bluth at. Was I, {ir, as {ul-
cetible of violent paffion as yourfelf, and
had I as little capacity to correct the irre-
gularity of my temper as you have, be-
fore this, fir, you would have {een me 1n

a different fituation, and might have been
fatally
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fatally fenfible, by this time, that yous
wildom forfook you when you infulred the
{piric of a man. Trained to the profefiion
of the {word, and fkilful in the ufe of that
weapon, I might have taught you a fevere
leflon, - rath young man, and vindicated
that falfe honour, about which you talk,
as the world inftrults you. 1 might have
convinced you, how much my {piritrefents
an aggravated affront, and retorted your
abufe with the blood of your .bofomn.
I might have humbled you to the duf,
withouf apy preparation, and your -oul
might have been facrificed for ever,  But
I will teach you, in {site of yourfelf, a doc-
trine you are totally unacquamnted with ;
and [ tell you, your courage is cowardice
in the extreme, - 1 tell you, the violent
impulie of your paffion, is a defertion of
your reafon; and y ur zeal to comply
with thedemands of falfe honour, proceeds
from a fear, a beje fear of mecurg the
foolith &iriéturs o the wurld.  With re-
{pe, D, w waat you call {pite, an lia-

lian
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Lian biravs, that ftabs the innocent m dif-
guile for hire, with propricty might boaft
thx_ fame. You muft excufe me, ﬁr, but I
will convince you, Dy the cool mncifference
of my addrefs to you, how lirtle fubjiét
I am to intimidation from {uch wild {pirits
as you talk of; and I will ftill maineain
the government over my own paflions o
ftrictly, as to tell you (while I reprove you
with my patience-under every harth infu.t)
that I fincerely pity your folly, and wiil
cordially give you my hand this infiant,
but will not think of corre€ling it as your
rathnefs richly deferves. A man, fir, who
has bled, fir, bled plentitully by the hand of
a father, 1n a ducl which originated from
the crueileft miftake, 1s perhaps judified,
in all his objections, to tie lawlels decl-
fions of the {word.”

Bentley was long fufpended between rage
and relentings, when the lalt fentence of
the young man’s jpeech caught his ear;
he ftarted back in the greatelt furpnze,

"~ and
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and dropping his fword, enquired if it was
poflible his name was Barton; to which
the other anfwering in the affirmative, he
flew eagerly towards him, and cordially
orafping his hand—¢Sir, fir, my dear Mr.
Barton, what a providential efcape have 1
experienced ! Heaven, fir, thall witnels
for me, rath as I am, I weculd not, if
I had known your nime, have aimed at
{pilling a drop of your blood for the uni-
verfe. No, fir, T have heard your unhap-
py ftory, and relieved your dreobing fa-
ther in the height of his diftrefs; and
fhould merit every vifitation for attemjt-
ing to add to the accumulated anguih you
have {uffered. Forgiveme, fir, for my igno-
rance of your nature and your name ; and
truft me, fir, 1n fuwure, 1 will ever ho-
nour you for the character 1 received from
vour father, and will pay an implicit re-
fpelt to your counfel, from the difcretion
I have witnefled to in yourfelt. I have
been, indeed, very rafth, fir, and I believe
the calmnefs of better reafoning has for-

{aken
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{aken me, but I now thank you for refcu-
ing me from further ruin, for my loffes
this evening have been indeed confider-
able, and I have made pretty free with the

bottle, and was every way difqualified to
~ Dear rational expoftulation with patience,

He then enquired after old Mr. Ear-
son, and his danghter, mentioned the cir-
cumftance of his affifting his father 5 and
receiving for anfwer, that being arrived
from Bruflels but a few days, he had not
yet been able to find out his father’s abode
in the country, but conceived he was 1 a
right train for it; as to his recovery, he
faid the lofs of blood had reduced him
very much, that foon after his father lefg
Bruflels he was recovered from a {woon
and chat luclqu, by the fkilful affiftance
of a good furgeon, he was reftored. That
his putative mother was ftill alive, and
had genteelly furnifhed him with effecls to
feek his father in Englana.

Vor. II. - G They
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They pafled the evening with the
firicteft harmony together; Beiticy con.
{iderably improved upon Mr. Barton's
opinion, and they promifed a clofe cons
nection of friendfhip and correfpondence,
at every future opportunity.

CHAL,
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f E T us now look back to Mifs
Bentley in the country. That excel-
fent creature had written two long letters
to her lover, without a fingle line being
fent 1 return; and fhe began to grow-
hopelefs of all hapypinefs, and to be in-
confolable for the obdurate infenfibility of
his hearr, that could prove faithlefs to
repeated vows cf fidelity, after having
flattered her affeCtions by every tender
afliduity in his power. She would {ome-
times {ufpect the poft might have poffibly
mufcarried, but then 1t could hardly fail
| G 2 twice
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fwice togeth%r,; and again fhe would flat.
ter herfelf nto a perfuafion, that, per.
haps, he intendec anfwering them ib per-
fon 5 but upon referring to her brother’s
falt letter, found no mention of their be-
ing prepared to return, Mr. Bentiey be-
Held, with the greateft concern, the lofs of
his Betfy’s compolure of mind, and took
uncommon pains to footh her gricf, and
pour the balm of confolation 1nto her
boefom. e would expoltulate tenderly
with her on the fuperflulty of her fears,
impute the neglect of Farrfleld’s correl- |
rondence to the hurry of his engagements
sbroad, and fattered her that the next
poft miught amply make amends for paft
filence, by producing a packet of letters.
Al this was very far from fatisfying hey
fears. She was very fenfible her father
was not perfuaded fully, that the reafons
he affigned for her lover’s neglect, were
juft onesy and that he rather ftudied tw
quict her appreheniions by poflible cir-
guinitanues, than believed himlelf that his

fience
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ilence was weceffary or accidental.  She
would therefore, out of refpet to her
father’s council, {fufpend her tears in his
prefence, to indulge them with the greater
luxury alone. She would conftantly fhut
herfelf up 1in her clofet upon all occaflions,
and weep as if her heart was breaking ;
but when fummoned by her father to any
domeftic concern, would dry her eyes, and
endeavour to appear chearful. If the
old gentleman endeavoured to amufe her
with difcourfe upon any entertaining {ub-
jeét, the would firi¢tly attend to every
thing that paffed, but was incapable of
- difcourfe herfelf, and feldom gave more
than a thort negative or affirmative, when
~her opinion was queftioned, She would
lometimes be loft in a reverie when at ta-
ble, and fancying the fuw her lover fitting
at his ufual place befide her, the would lay
down her knife and fork in an inftant,
and retire with precipitate confufion. She
walked, whenever the weather would per-

mit her; by the moft unfrequented woods,
G 3 an.|
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and lonefome vallies, and fometimes re-
pair to the favourite feat, and forget the
hour of the day, in refleCting upon palt
pl.afures. The melancholy murmur of
the ring-dove fuited her forrow, and the
hoarfe. current of the wild water-fall was
adapted to the rude diforder of her mind.
She would frequently ramble fo far in
thefe penfive foliloquies, as to be abfent
from home a whole day together, and
then would creep back fainting for food,
and fighing under mighty forrows, Her
little {chool was fadly difordered by her
frequent abfence, and her innocent pupils
~would tenderly fympathize with their
darling miftrels, and affeftionately afk
her why the wept ? and whole heart could
be fo hard, as to give a moment’s af-

fliction to Mifs Bentley ¢

CHAP,
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HE had begun working a waiftcoat
with flowers of her own fancy, when
Fairfield left the country, and had in-
tended to furprize him with an agreeable
proof of her affeftion and ingenurty, on
his return, but this was laid afide unfinifh-
ed, as fhe fulpeted 1t was - vain to
think of his returning tendernels any
more. She would, however, fometimes
take it, and refolve to finith the laft {prig,,
or the laft flower, and then begin a frefh.
leaf, and determine to finith that too,
when a fearful emotion would furprize
her heart ; the tears would ftart into her
eyes,
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eyes, and the needle drop down from her
fingers. « ¢ No, the would fay, the fight
ot this objet of my paft amufement,
ferves but to perplex my poor heart now
with a thoufand painful anxieties, and I
will think of purfuing this work no more,
When my temples fhall ceafe to ach, and
this hand fhall be cold, he will fee, by.
what is done, how much I delighted to
pleafe him ; and fome more diftinguithed
fair one, perhaps, may finith what I
have begun.” This would conflantly over-
whelm her with an uncommon fenfation,
and her fobs would frequently bring her
father from a diftant room to her affift-
ance, She ufed conftantly to play upon
her harpfichord in her happier days, but
fhe could fancy no pleafure in mufic now,
And when the Robin fung his morning
notes in the jeflamin-tree, that grew round
her cafement, fhe woulc f{ay there was
mufic in every thing, but her own fad
foul. Yet in all this accumulated diftrefs
of her own, the wants of others were

never
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sever neglected 5 fhe felt, {he faid, dou-
ble for the children of affi¢ion, fince
fhe' had,-been one herfelf, and was more
ftudious to attend the fick, help the weary
and comfort the aged, if poflible, than.
fhe ever was before. ¢ I fee, the would
fay, the hand of heaven diiplayed in all
its vifitations upon 1ts creatures, There 1s
wifdom, there is goodnefs, in this cup of
forrow that 1s appomted for us; for it
teaches us, I feel very ftrongly, 1t teaches
us there is.no reft on this fide eternity.
We have tears allotted us, that we may
weep fore, and miferies too mighty to be
endured for a long feafon : but the good-
nefs of providence has given us {oft
hearts, that they may foon break, and all
our forrows be forgotten.” She was con-
flantly at her devotions, and begging for-
givenefs of the Father of Spirits, for di-
viding her love of the Creator with one
of his falfe creatures, and would pray for
a {peedy deliverance, and a fhelter m that
dark afylum where the wicked ceale from

troubling,,
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¢roubling, and where the weary are at

relt.

At times fhe would prefs her hand hard
upon her forehead, and talk of a valt tu-
mult in her brain, and argue that her
hezd was tight bound, and objects {warm
firangely before her. Then again fhe
would fix her eyes, fold her hands, fit
down, ard be filent for hours toge-
ther. She would fly to her pen and ink
- fometimes, begin a letter, and then fcratch
out what the had written ; blot the paper
and ook wildly about her; then {oftly
fallen her door, lay her head wupon
her handkerchief, and wonder fhe could
weep no more, This cruclty convulied
her frame, and impaired in fome degree
her underftanding.  Her face grew very
pale and languid, her eyes loft ther luitre,
and her fhape was waiied to a fbadow
She grew negligent m her drefs, though
fhe was flill elegantly neut, and her fire
‘hair wandered about her tair neck. with-
Qul
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out any confinement at all. She would
fay, 1 have done with ornament:, quite
done. I wule no flowers now; no, for
here is no body w0 admire them; and 1t
don’t fignify, perl:aps, for this poor weak
hcad muft foon be laid low, and then

who  knows what flower: may flourifb over
i

CHAPD.
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S the letters from town delayed

coming, her anguifh increafed, and
Mr. Bentley grew ferioufly alarmed for
the health, as well as the happinefs of
- his Betfy. He indeed began to {ufpett
young Fairfield’s aftetions were altered,
but ftill concetved, as a few weeks muft
reftore him to the country, that every
thing would then be well again. This was
his chief plea of comfort to his daughter,
and his confidence 1n the charadter of the
young man was {o fully confirmed, by the

artful difguife of his fon’s letters, that he
' had
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liad no fufpicion of their having deviated
in the miutelt particular from thofe prin-
ciples he had inculcated in their bofoms.,
Young Bentley profefled himfelf {o frudi-
oufly warm on the {ide of virtue, praifed
his father’s maxims fo hypocritically, and
talked of his inclination to throw himfelf
at his feet {o falfely, that the old man’s
candour was grofsly decetved, and his cre-
dulity fhamefully abufed by his apoftate
inconfiderate {on.

He onc day took up a letter that his
daughter had written to Fairfield, and
lefc upon the table, and as he found it
contained fome ftrong and tender pitures
of the fitwatien of her mind, he deter-
mined to incloie it 1n one of his own,
imagining 1t would Induce him to return
the {ooner. Her letter was fcrawled much

and blotted, and no way connecred, and
run taus :

F,.m

Vor, Ii. 3] “ So,
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“ So, fir ! 1t 1s to be fure very right,
perhaps, that a poor prefumptuous gl
fhould bleed at her bofom, for believing
what a fallfe man told her about love and
condancy, and all that. Well, fir, I am
told there 1s much wiidom n heaven, and
if we feek it as we ought, it 1s very fuf-
ficient for the weakelfl of us here : but I
cannot f{ay, upon my honour, that I find
it {o 3 for you mult know, 1 do nothing
but weep, falt, and pray; and then I
weep and faft, and pray again; I think,
and yer it all won’t do, for I am fomehow
very fick at heart, very fick mdeed ! and
there 1s no balm, no YHYSICIAN HELRE,
So thought I, 1f 1 told you my cafe truly,
vou might advife fomebody to preferibe
for me, and then who knows but I might
be better a little 2 But pray, fir, do not
think I mean any body that has deferted
and {lighted, and deipifed a poor girl, that
always wifhed to make him happy, for
that, you know, would not be delicate
and proper, would if, fir? After having

WIILENn
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wittten two very long letters, and received
no anfwer. So you will not think, I hope,
that Betfy Bentley can forget herfelf, and
court a proud man to defpie her? But,
fir, as I told you, I think fomewheie, my
heart aches very much at times, and my’
head too, and fo I have done with {ound
peace, and intend to be very forrowful in
future. Though I am 11 a flrange cale,
for my eyes are grown treachcrous, and
they will not ferve me as they uled to do,
for they will not weep at all, fo I cannot
help it. Well, fir, and then what do
you think about wy prayers ¢ I kneel
down by my bed-fide, and beg of heaven
to help me ; but I begin to fufpect that
heaven is as faithlefs as fomebody T know,
and has deferted me likewile ; and then
you know, 1 dare fay, whas muft follow
oine day. All this 1s very, very hard, 1s
it not, fir ¢ To have no peace, no truce,
becaufe of a falfe man’s broken promife ;
and no hope of heaven, becaule my foul

does not look that way ! Indeed, fir, I
H 2 think
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think this a little hard, becaufe it i1s not
my fault, you know; and then how carn
I help myfelt? My papa thinks, {wect
man, that, nerhaps, you mean to return
fometime or other, but that will nct fig-
nify to me, will it, {ir ¢ becaufe my peace
15 of no confequence to any body, which
13 very odd, and very unaccountable. 1
vizd to think once, that death would do
me a grear acal or good, and join my
ipirit to the forrits of the jult made per-
izét; but things are altered very much of
iate, and, unon my word, I cannot fay 1
cver fhall be happy.  So, fir, 1t 15 very
well—T connot lofi always,”

CHAP.
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N this rambling ftrain did the young

lady " conftantly indulge herfelf, when
her mind was meft difturbed, ‘but at othex
times fhe would be more colle€téd; and
talk very fenfibly for a feafon,- and then
again relapfe into a melancholy, and ram-
ble as before. |

This letter was direétly difpatched, in-
clofed 1n the old gentleman’s to his fon,
and was delivered by Bentley to Fairfield,
as he was playing at cards to gratify the
avarice of Mils Melbonrn. e begged
leave to open it.in her prefence, and was
vifibly affeted by its contents ; his coun-
tenance changed, and his hand trembled ;
he apologized for his {udden indifpofition,

H 3 and
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and bepped leave to retire, 1n very great
confufion, He haftened home to s
chamber, and fhutting himfelf up, read
over the letter-again, and again, and was
aftonifhed at his own bafenefs, My dear
Betfy thall not be forfaken, faid he, fhe is
much dearer to me than ever, and T will
write inftantly the moft tender letter I can
fuggelt, to calm her fears, and to affure
her of my firm adherence to every former
profeflion, Shall I neglett fuch grace,
“fuch goodnefs I no, no, forbid it every
thing that is facred. I will fooner tear
Mifs Melpourn from my heart for ever,
and give my Beffy that undivided afiec-
tion fhe fo much delerves. He dirvectly
put his relolution in practice, and dii-
patched away, by that night’s poft, the
tendereft aflurances of his fidelity, and a
promife of being with her in perfon in 2
very few weeks at fartheft.

This letter had every happy effect up-
on the conflitution of Mifs Bentley, it
Was
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was a cordial to the fick, and a reprieve
to the dying. She read it, and wept for
joy, and prefled it to her bofom, The
heart of the old man danced within hims
the young lady mended daily, and peace
vifited them as before. Mr. Bentley would
faugh at his love-fick girl, for her imple
folicitude to teaze herfelf, and Mifs Beify
blamed herfelf for her doubts, and recc~
vered very faft from her drooping fitua-
tion. The rofe upon her cheek began:
faintly to blufh again, her eyes to regain
their luftre, and her whole frame gradus-
ally rofe again to perfection.

When Fuirfield came to confult with
his pillow, and to call a council with his
heart, he found Mifs Adelbourn had con-
{iderable hold upon his affections, and it
was difficult to think of renouncing her
for ever s however, he acknowledged his
lovely Betfy had every prior, every better
claim, and refolved to facrifice every
thing in her favour. ¢ Lwill not vifit Mifs

Mel.
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Melbourn fo often as I have done, and by
abfenting myfelf from her company, I
fhall grow indifferent about her by de-
grees.” He determined to {end a card to
excufe himfelf from an appointment he
had made with her next day, and pro-
pofed purfuing a plan of diftant polite-
nefs towards her, during the remainder of
his ftay 1n town,

CHAP.
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CHAP XV

% J OUNG Bentley was daily plunging
A into frefh difgrace, and involving
himfelf in new ruin. Nothing weiched
with him, nothing reftrained him. The
principles of religlon were defpifed, the
re’trictions of morality ridiculed, and the
obligations of honour violated on every
occafion. He felt himielf in the fituation
of a man, who was fhortly to take a long
leave of the gay world, the rational world,
as he called it ; and he determined to{pare
no excefs his circumftances and his free-

dom would admit of.

He had been condufted one evening by
a couitezan to an houfc of ill-fume, and

ftaying pretty late, had drank an immo-
derate
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derate quantity of liquor. The lady, whe
was converfant with her bulinefs, was very
willing to avail herfelt of his infenfibility,
and very politely took occalion to make
tree with his purle, containing about
twelve guineas.  Upon calling for the
reckoning, he focn dilcovered a {mall de-
ficiency in his finances ; he charged the
lady with having picked his pocket,
and ordered a conltableto be called to take
charge of the party, The drawer direltly
retired, and the lady began her defence in
form. She affeCted to fhed a deluge of
tears, called upon all the faints to witnefs

to her innocency, protefted her affetion
for him was fo fervent, that fhe could bear
any thing, but {o cruel a charge from
fuch a quarter ; and then pioufly hoped tie
would not go to take away a poor woman’s
charaéier, « o had nothing elfe to trufl to;
and urgcd a varicty of pleas : but Bentley
was in'lamed with wine, and remained 1n-
evorabie = all her fo'icitations.  She then
initantly char_od fier tone: abuled him

with
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with the greateft violence, ufed all illibe-
ral language, and infilted, 1t was a {in and
2 hame, and a fcandalous bufinefs, for him
to attempt the chaflity of a married woman,
and that if ber poor dear hulband was to
know how fhe had been uled, his bones
would go near to pay forit. She had no
fooner fpoke the word, thanher poor dear
hufband appeared, and without much ce-
remony began the attack upon Bentley,
and at the firlt blow levelled him with the
Aoor. Our Hero recovered himfelf with
all convenient expedition, and made an
orthodox application to the face of his
adverfary, which was nflantly repaid with
ftri&t fincerity, and poor Beitley’s nole bled
very profufely 5 he returned, however, to
the charge as {oon as he was able, and re-
ceived fo harfh a compliment 1 one of
his eyes, that victory had certainly declar-
ed in favour of the other, if a third perfon
had not accidentally joined the field of
battle, and given a caft in favour of our
young hero. This gentleman was no other

than
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than Mr. Thomas Caxon, of facetious me-
mory, who had that night been making
{ome {fmall facrifice at the fhrine of Venus,
and was engaged in clofe converfation
with a draggled-tail gyply 1a the tap-room
when he heard the confufion above ftairs :
he flew-immediately to the {cene of action,
and no fooner difcovered the features of
“his fellow-traveller, than he nftantly pre-
pared a zealous falutation for his antago-
nift, and without the ieaft prerace or apo-
logy; applied himfelf {o clofely to bufinels,
that in two minutes the other cried luftily
for quarter. Zom, however, paid every
rough compliment in his power, and then
cordiaily fhaking Bemtley’s hand, owned
he was heartily glad to fee him, told him,
he {moked the firft caufe of the quarrel,
and was very glad he came {o feafonably
to his afliftance ; for egad, my dear boy
if you had happened to have had the worft
of the argument with this gentleman,
would not have given three halfpence for
your chance, 1 do aflure you. Bentley

thank-
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thanked Tom for his aflitance, and the
other gave the following account of him-
{elf fince their parting at Glowceffer. Tom
firt, however, difcharged. the reckoning,
becaufe the lady, for fome private reafons
beft known to herfelf, had very quietly
withdrawn at the beginning of the fray,
fearing, perhaps, to interrupt the gentle-
men in the bufinels they had in hand. ,,
They walked out of the houfe together, -
and as it was pretty dark,. Fentley’s pride
was not fo much mortified by the meannefs
of Tom’s apprarance, as his curiofity was
excited by the fingularity of his charaéer.

YTOLt II. T CH A.P‘r
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CHAP XVIL

IR, faid Tom, after we parted at
Gloncefter, I marched brifkly on, en-
JO)mO' my frefh pipe, and planning future
‘operations, for the great {tene of life, the
town, when I behe]d, a little from the
road fide, a company of men and women,
confifting of about half a dozen families,
dancing to the found of a fra¢tured fiddle,
and others jovially earoufing to {ome wild
notes of their own mvention, They feem-
ed fo much in my own way, that for the
life of me I could not refrain from clam-
bering over a fix-foot hedge with eager
nefs to get at them.  They 1mmediately
role up together like fo many wild Indians
ar my approach (ftruck, perhaps, with the
dignity



( 37 )
dignity of my air, and the gentility of mg
whole figure) and cordially invited me to
accept of a mefs of broth from their kettles,
which would {oon boil, they faid ; and in
the mean time, handed me a large jug of
excellent O¢ober, and deflired me to drink
heartily, Now, fir, if they had known me,
that charge ‘had been let alone, but as it
was, 1 very praltically {econded the een
tlemen’s motion, and apphed n }—ﬁ;;r 'i?:J
clolely to the jorum, as to convince them,
Iwas very fufceptible of good inflrution,
“This put me into an excellent humour, and
T offered my fervice to {erape a tune upon
their crazy violin, and fo fet the brutes to
dancing, as Orphens did of-old,  We very
foon, by this means, began to underfrand
each other: and as a ram‘ ling thoughy
jult then popt into my pate, I dete mmcd
to incorporate my'elf with the fraternity
without more delay. I propofed my
icheme, which was joyfully accepted 3 and
as their ceremonnies were pretty brief, and
had no counting of bob #ails,and foch thingg
L2 45
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as ftagger great men in corporate capas
cities, I was foon 1nitiated into their
myfteries; and after tenderly faluting all
the nut-brown beauties one by one, and
fhaking my brother wanderers cordially
by each hand, T was as firmly eftabhithed a
shember, as if [ had belonged to the ho-
nourable fociety for many years, and had
iwien all the poultry of a parith. I {oon
found I had to do with gentlemen of libe-
ral conceptions 3 and that tiey had a con-
venient {et of notions that ferved all turas
to a nicety. ‘I'heir government was demo-
cratical in the aneft fenfe of that fine word;
and as we did not always find it convenient
to abide by that {tri& line of condudt
which ts preferibed to his Majefty’s liege
fubjetts, we acted in a very extenflive
{phérc, and enlarged upon the laws as we
faw.occafion, Like the Jfraclites of old,
we religioufly borrowed of our neighbou-s
as much of their property as we could lay
our hands upon, and, after the example of
the primitive chriltians, we poffeffed ali

things
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things 1 common. Excepting a little
confufion thatdaily arofe from the gallan-
try of the gentlemen, and the infidelity of
the ladies, we always.obferved the ftricteft
harmony and decorum and.if it had not
been for a little thieving now and then,
I do affure you, I never met with a more
honeft fet of men, in all my dealings with
mankind, They were firictly well bred
n their own way, and.fo uniformly polite,
that when the caravan halted at any favou.
rite -paftoral fpot to reft them from the fa-
tigues of the day, the ladies.in one gravel-
pit always fent a polite invitation -to the
ladies in another gravel-pit, and hoped to
have the pleafure of their company at tca, |
Refpecting our living, I’ll be thot, if my
Lord-Mayor lived better; while there
was a duck 1n a pond, ora goofe upon a
common, we never wanted provifion, and
poor reynard has often been threatened for
the havock we made among the poultry :
thefe were all artfully depofited in the ham-
pers that were carried by the afles.; and

I3 with
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with regard to our wardrobe, that did not
fo much fignify. The ladies were all
{iveet daughters of nature, and fo much
fuperior to common forms of decency and
decorum, that you wouid have thought
they had been educated at court, or at the
firft boarding fchools in England. Then
they had {fo agreeable a way of reafoning
in defence of their tafte, that the furlieft
Cynic living muft have been pleafed with
them.  They would plead that nature is
dbove arty and infift that there were nei-
ther linen-drapers nor mantua-makers in

mother Eve’s time : and they would dance
paked by dozens.”

s HAP.
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* W T was a way of life pleafed me be-
yond meafure. We had no care ei-

ther for to-day or to-morrow, and after
the toil of a long journey we would feat
us round our kettle, under the thadow of
fome hollow tree, tell old flories, and re-
gale us with the fruits of our ingenuity.
On thefe occafions I never forgot to light
my pipe, and as my paflion for poetry
was nothing abated, I ufed to liten with
pleafure to the diftant tinkling of fheep
bells, when the thepherd. drove his flock
to fold, and the lark’s laft fong would
charm me. I would laugh mwardly at
the
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the mifery- of wealth, when I beheld the
poor herdfman returning from his day’s
- ‘work, whiflling with his empty bottle at
his back, and feeking facred home. The
mufic of the hedges {unk into my ear,
and the gradual decline of all the vernal
beauties about me, calmed me into the
centleft ftate of tranquillity ; and when
the wet dews warned us to {helter, I could
{ink upon a trufs of clean ftraw, and
envy not luxury her down.

My -perfon is prettily diftingufhed yon
know, and you may depend upon it Idid
not want for amours. By turns I believe
I threw my handkerchief at the whole
{eraglio, but fixed my conitant affections
more particularly upon a fine elegant
wench, who wore neither fhoes nor ftock-
ings, and about whofe fine turned neck,
the ebon -trefles flowed .negligently down,
.or wavered in the wind in wanton ringlets,
She was as firaight as fome Norwegian pine!
and graceful ‘beyond all the fifterhood;

ang
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and halt the barns in Gloucefterfbire can
witnefs to the ardour, the conftancy “of
my affeCtions.

Well, fir, T believe, for three weeks
that I led this lite, I was venily the hap-
piefl fellow the fun {miled wpon, and
laughed and {ung, with old and young,
from {fun rifing to fun fetting, and pro-
pofed, as they kept travelling to the fouth,
to follow them to the antipodes, if they
chofe it, But, fir, you {hall hear. One
day having marched further than com-
mon, and bemg particularly fatigued, we
were obliged to fubmit to very mdlﬂ’erent
quarters, at a little farm-houfe upon a
common : being rather ftraightened for
room, not expecting {o much good com-
pany, my darling and I took very com-
fortable poffeflion of a pig-fty, where fome
clean peafe holms had been thrown in
that evening. We had fome trouble in
turning out the old fat tenant, not having

oiven legal warning ; but at length, by
kicking



( 94 )

kicking the old fow heartily at the wrong
end, we ferved her-with a writ of ejet-
ment, and very quietly took us to repofe.

Next morning, fir, upon waking pretty
Jate; and cumbling the litter about in
{earch of my better [elf, the dear objeft of iy
affeitiors, what was my un{pcakable fur-
prize, 1o find herfelf and the whole ca-
ravan departed without me ! and what
added to my trouble was, that by fome
unaccountable miftake, my darling had
taken my breeches along with her. This
was a lofs not eafy to be renaired, becaufe,
as I told you before, my watdrobe was
confined for certain reafons. * The 1ncor-
reét flate of my linen added not a little to
my dilemma, and I remained fome time
undetermined, whether to take to my
heels by fome bye-road, or to wait till it
was dark before 1 fet out upon my-tra-
vels, Thefe doubts were however very
foon {ettled, for the old favage, perhaps
partly through refentment at the ungen-

‘teel
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ceet treatment fhe met with over night,
had ramblea into the farmer’s garden, and
defolated all the froits of a long labour,
She deftroyed 1n that dreadful night three
beds of cabbages, two of young favoys,
and demolifhed all the beans that came
near her, befides overturning a large po-
tatoe-bed, treading down all the fowers,
and laying wafte every thing before her,
This fo enraged the farmer, that he vowed
moft defperate vengeance, if he could
fnd out the perfon who turned her out
of her fty. 'This you may be {ure was
2 very comiortable hearing for poor Zom.
By the dignity of my family, I would at
that inftant freely have changed f{ituations
with an emperor. A fine perfpiration dif-
fufed itelf over my whole body, when 1
heard the angry blade driving the offen-
der before him to her old habitatien. My
teeth chattered, and, as Bobadil {ays, T
was planet ftruck at that mnftant, How-
ever, as no time was to be loft, I covered
myfelf up clofe in the hitter, and began to
breathe
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breathe very fhort, when I heard the doos
of the fty open, and the favage grunting
at my elbow. She began directly to tofs
the litter about with her nofe, and I was
in an inftant difcovered ; nothing can
defcribe the delicacy of my fituation, or
the rage of the inflamed farmer at that
moment. He run to feize a large ftick -
that was near him, and I cleared the péil-—
ing like a greyhound. Away I flew with-
out ceremony through the yard, where a
poor innocent oirl was milking, and dif-
concerted the ceconomy of her {pirits to
that degree, that fhe fet up a loud {cream,
and overfet the pail before her. This
brought an old woman out of the houfe.
to her affiftance, who finding what was-
the matter, bawled for Febn and Thomas
fo luftily, that I was prefently befet at
all quarters. To be {hore, fir, they gave
me a very orthodox drubbing between
them, and I was obliged to make my ef--
cape at laft over the garden wall, in a fi-
tuation not much to be envied. I then

made
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made the beft ufe of my freedom T was
able, and keeping te bye paths, and avoid-
ing all public ways, walked the whole day

without meeting any paflenger, and, for

once In my life; forgot a little of my

]aughter, As evening advanced I refoly-

ed to prepare a hiding-place near an oid
barn, that I might creep in unperceived
when 1t grew dark. 1 fat me down na
hollow tree, and luckily finding an bard
cruft in my pocker, I procured a litde
water 1 the corner of my hat from a ri-

valer, made a chearrul light mecl;

and began to whiftle a new tune, to com-
fort me after the tmublzs of the day. . I
had'fallen into a fort of {oliloquy 1'cfpc'5‘t-
ing what path m life 1 fiould purine next,
\’Jcn a voiCce very near me, as of one
fpeaking to himiclf, made me ftartle, 1
looked round me, and percetved a little
man with a paper of verfcs m his hand,

reading alternately, and then letting down

{fomething with his pencil, and L.e*wﬂ 0

w—
T
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be in the highelt raptures with every
happy thought that occurred to him. As
he did not at firft perceive me, I liftened,
and diftintly heard him repeat as fol-
lows.”

CHAP,
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CHAP XIX.

L.IFE, an Anacreontic O DL,

“ Reafon thus with life
T 1 do lofe thee, 1 do lofe o thirg
That wone but fools wonld keep.”
MEASURE FOR MEASURE,

ADY Mufe fhall chaunt anon,
1.ike old bard Auacrecn s

INot thy {pirit, but thy plan,
Laughing grey-beard, happy man!
Nimbly tript thy chime away,
Merry Greek of ancient day.
What 1s life, 1ts term, andtale?
Pafling thadows 1n a vale,

K2 Mortal
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Mortal minutes fhort and few,
Scatter’d like the mormng dew :
*Tis a garden wild, where grows
Here a thorn, and there a rofe.
*T'is a cloifter, ’tis a romb,
*Tis a change of light and gloom :
*T'is a {pirit brifk and warm,
*Tis a pilgrim ina frorm;
*T'is a flory briet to tell,
*Tisa taper in a cell,
Little fhark of feeble ight!
Struck from Chaos clder night;
Cherifh’d fiill in human urns,
Wow it blazes, now 1t burns:
Now it Hows 1n rapid tides,
Now it drocps, and now fubfides :
Now 1t lizhts the poet’s pen,
Such is Life, and what are Meu ¢
Atoms 1a the folar beams,
Dancing bubbles in a ilream 3
Vapours fathion’d by a breeze,
Aflpin leaves on brittle trees
Glimmering lights that rife i rain,
Set 1 evening teats again.

o
Sirange
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Strange ceconomiils, that keep -
Hearts to ach, and eyes to weep
Sighs to pafs, and tears to flow,
Mlo-hty magazines of woe

Withering as the gather’d grafs,
' Penﬁon’d on the fmiling glafs,
Fed by folly, rear’d by rules,
Nurs’d 1n art, and taught in {chools,
Taught from dufty death to Ay,
Taught to brave his lance and die.
Taught to pick from fordid briers,
All the aids that life requires.
Taught to plow the deep for gain
Taught to reap the bearded plain.
Taught in polifh’d paths to run
Taught to launch beyond the fun,
Sull from art to art they turn,
Much they teach, and little learn
How the annual feafons roll,
Where the fouth and northern pole
W%h the friend ly ftar that guides,
Sailors charts thro’ winds and tides.
When the planets interfere,
When the dark eclipfe is nears .

K 3 Glorious
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Glorious {cientific funs,
Kindle as the journey runs ﬁ
Still they {oar, and ftill they fhine,
And catch a fpark of ray divine:
Though they fee with fight profound,
Girt the mighty globe around,
Still they to themfelves are blind,
Still contraét the heart and mind.
What were Newton, Locke and Boyle?
Men that wafted midnight oil.
What the glorious themes they taught
Dawning of immortal thought.
What the learned lights we truft ?
Darknefs vifible in duft.
Books of knowledge load'our fhelves;
Men know all things but themfelves.
Inconfiftent things are we,
Dive to foar, and wink to fee ;
Toil to reft, and laugh to cry;
Wake to fleep, and live to die.
On the {elf-fame brow are feen,
Scornful frowns, and looks ferene:
And the felf-fame forehead bears
Auburn locks, and filver hairs.

Now
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Now the blooming cheeks engage,’ .
Now they’re furrow’d o’er with age.
Now the bufy heart contains
Hopes and fearsgﬁoys and pains.
We love and hate, carefs, betray,
Abound and want, and ferve, and {way
Now we dance with {prightlier air,
Now we gtafp the crutch with care.
Rear to-day the {plendid dome,
To-morrow make the grave our home,
Welcome threefcore years and ten,

If fuch is Life, and fuch are Men,

CHAP.
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“ ¥ YERE he ffopped, juft by the hollow
oak Ifat in, and feemed very much
furprized to find a ftranger fo near him.
He faluted me with courtefy, in a fort of
paftoral ftile, but with {o much honefly
and good nature, that I was encouraged

briefly to lay the ftate of my cafe before
him : he {feemed pleafed with the comical

circumftances of my adventures, and told
me, 1f I would go with him to his little
humble habitation hard by, he would ac-
commodate me with any thing 1n his
power. I chearfully accepted his offer ;

and
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and as we walked together, had an oppor-
cunity of remarking the fingularity of his
drefs, and his {trange manner of difcourf-
ing. He was a little {miling figure, about.
five feet and an inch high, dreffed in a fuit
of plain green cloth, and had a fort of cap
upon his head of the {fame colour; he had
a fmall book in one hand, and a little
ivory tablet in the other. His fhoes were
tied together with green ribband, and his
whole appearance {eemed.to imitate the
fhile of Arcadia, When I {poke to him~
occafionally, he would appear to be abfent,
and then repeating half a franza, would
beg my pardon ; but owned, he was in full
purfuit of a bright thought, and fhould
have loft it for ever, if he had dropped
the chace a moment. Then he would re-
fer to his tablet, and rub his hands as -
an extaly, and go on as before.

We foon reached a {nug thatched houfe,
fituated in a calm retired part of the wood,.

in the center of as neat a garden as my
eyes
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eves ever beheld. The walls were white-
wathed,  and the honeyluckles wantoned
wildly about a pretty decent porch at the
door. There was an arbour of jeflamine
on one fide the houfe, and a fort of root-
houfe, rudely put together, on the other.
The furniture was of a piece with the ex-
ternal appearance of the dwelling, very
plain and neat, and rather proved the {im-
plicity, than the taite of the owner. I was
{oon accommodated with what 1 wanted,.
and the little man and I began to under~
fland each other perfectly. He fet a bot-
tle of grape wine upon the table, and the
olafs foon put me into an excellent hu-
mour; fo I{ung him {fome choice catches,
and began to grow mighuly into favour.
He would occalionally begleave to repeat
{fome verfes he preferred to-all his compo-
fitions, and very condclcendingly would
point out to me thofe excellencies I did
not clearly comprehend, and call that
thought a happy one, and that metaphor a
clofc one, and that piCture a fine one s

and,
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and, in fhort, by the time the {econd bot-
tle was brought in, we both pronounced
him the prettieft poet of the age. -He told
me in brief his ftory.  ¢I was born, fays
he, to ftriCt independence ; my grand ma-
ma (blefiings on ‘the old woman’s memo-
ry) left me a clear unincumbered elate of
fifty pounds per annum, I am derivated
from a perfetly genteel family, who took
a plous intereft i my early intuition,
When my mental optics, fir, my intellec-
tual vifion began to be confirmed, I look-
ed round the habitable creatien like other
pilgtims in this ftate of terreftrial imper=
fection, 1n fearch of what the {fons of men
denominate felicity.  While Itook my
degrees of claffical erudition, and groaned
beneath the {courge of a pedantic tyran-
nic fellow, I looked forward with {upreme
delight to the moment that was to fer me
free from the fetters of grammar, and the
fubordination of aftudent. The time
came, fir, at laft, and I was again fetters
ed, for feven years, to a vile mechanical

creature,
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creature, 1n the capacity of an apprentice,
and grew more diffatisfied than before.
At the expiration of that excruciating
term, I welcomed facred freedom, and
began to ferve as a deputy to the {ame ho-
nelt member of {ociety, with whom I had
before been bound. The coneeption of
being free to relinquifh my employ when-
ever 1t grew nfufferable, kept me in a
ftate of tranquillity for fome time ; till at
length the infelicines of a fingle life har-
rowed up my whole foul. I therefore 11-
vetted my moft refined affetions upon the
perfonal and mental graces of a young la-
dy, and got myfelf molt exquifitely in
love; endured all the tender torrures
of flattering hope and frightful fear,
dropt the fweet pathetic {entence into her
auricular organ, and moved the loveliefc
{enfibilities of her foft heart in my favour:
wiping away the trickling dew drop of
tender {ympathy that flowed down the
bluthing cheek of beauty, I imprinted
the balmy odoriferous falutation upon her

coral
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coral lips'y and; in fhort, led her in 4 =

fhort time to the altar, and confummated
the rites of ghafte connubial love, Then,
fir, I {aid for one whole month together,
“ Hail wedded love, wmyferioys law I’ but

-~ after that tvime, I began to think of the

traniport of a fingle life with regret, fince
that ftate was mine no more. So, fir, I
began to grow weary of the tranfports
that the nuptial tie is capacitated to fur- -
mih, and betook me to the joys of wine.
In the erudite {ociety of the choice fpirits,
I enjoyed felicity for the fpace of three
riling and fetting funs ; at the end of which

- happy period, the potations of Bacchus

o overpowered the finer organization of
my brain, and the animal fpirits were
driven  with {uch impetuofity - through -
the {pinal marrow up to my cerebellum,
that, fir, I was fo darkened and bereft of
lound wit, as to demolith a few lamps,
and trip up the heels of half a dozen of
the piquet-guard of London ; and fo, fir,
was carried to durance vile, and with great

Vo, II. L difficulty
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difficulty preferved from Newgate. Thisfo
operated, {ir, upon my timidity, that felici
ty again failed me, and I refolved to look
to mulfic to reftore the harmony of my
mind. Mufic prevailed but for a brief fea-
fon; the fame tunes foon grew wearifome; |
-called for more harmony likea diftempered
man ; and, 1n fhort, turned my {ublimg
1deas to nobler {peculations.’

CHAP
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CHAP XX

* ¥ Then {tudied the ftarry lamps of night,
& like a Chaldean fhepnerd, for fome
sime, with very great fuccefs and fehicity,
when one night purfuing my mdefatigabie
refearches at the top of the houle, with
my tube level’d at Penus, that planet ferved
me a jade’s trick, and led my unthinking
foot to the fky-light of a neighbour’s ha-
bitation, and precipitated me, with a vio-
lent noile and confufion, plump into the
mald’s garret. The noife foon dillurbed
the people of the houfe, and uniuckily,
among the reft, the matronly good wo-
man of the dwelling, who was, wakened
out of her firlt fleep, and miffimg her huf-
band, ran up flairs direCtly with a rufh-
L 2 light
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light, and difcovered that her deary had
cone aftray with Mrs. Sufan, and was
preparing for @ precipitate retreat with
out his veftments, when his wife met him
at the door. - The confufion foon began
to grow univerial, and I was compliment-
ed with a very favage chaltifement, and
taught to be more careful 1 confulting
the plancts mn future,  After this, firy [
queftioned 1f felicity dwelt with wit, and
received no anfwer,  So I wiit a dehghts
ful colleCtion of pailoral odes and elegics,
and publifhed a book for the perufal of a
few feleCt friends.  Indeed there was no
great wit 1 thaty; but however, fir, |
felt my talent, my paffion, my genius,
my judgment, lay {o exactly in that line,
that I refolved to withdraw to fome fe-
queitered corner, and tune my oaten reed,
to charm the flocks that feed in valley,
lawn or mead, and grow a bard indeed ;
my {poule, the tender participater of all
my cares, readily confented to be regu-
lated by my {uperior light of reafon, {0

WE
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we retired from the rude commercial
croud, that wafte immortal time in buly
care, and intend leading a life like Paleinon
and Levime, cultivating every joy the
mufe and peace can give us, I now and
then oblige the literati with fome ftanzas
in the Lady’s Magazine, and had juft
compleated the beft thing [ ever compoled
i my life, when lady Fortune threw you
n my way. I lead a peaceful unambiti-
ous exiltence in thele thades, and range
the mountains with contentment at radi-
ant morn, and gentle eve, and my Phillis

{miles ever upon me,’

Here his wife, a pretty modeft creax
ture, came 1, and jomned our difcourfe,.
and I think I never was happier in my
life than I was that evening. He thewed.
~me to a charming little room to refl in,

and next morning good naturedly gave
‘me a tew {hillings for my pocket, faying.
he was forry he could not give me more ;
but affured me in all his refearches after

La hap-
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happinefs, he never looked for 1t in avs
rice.  After putting me In the right road,
we parted. It was a charming fine morn.
ing, and I had lit my pipe as ufual, and
was in choice {pirits. As I trudged along
I could not help laughing heartily at the
bombaft, with which my kind holt had
entertained me, but thought at the time
I had heard fomething very much 1n the
{ame ftile, from fome polite preashers in th
éily.”

CHAP.
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CHAP XXi.

¥ Had reached the high road, and had
walked within two miles of the nexs
town, when I beheld a ftoppage in the
way, and making up to the {pot, I found
a waggon and a poft-chaife ftanding to-
gether, and the two drivers engaged fu-
sioufly by the ears, A gentleman was
fwearing like a thief-taker in the carriage,
but the poflt-boy was too deeply engaged.
to mind him. He was juft about to make
a third in the fharp encounter, when he
{pying me out, offered me a crown to
drive the chaife, and bid the poftillion
follow.,
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follow. The temptation of fo large 3
fum induced me to mount, who had ne-
ver mounted before, but not being ufed
to ride bay trotting horfes o’er four inch
bridges, like mad Tem in King-Lear, 1
was no fooner feated on the faddle, than
a terrible kicking enfued. I held the
bridle fo tight, that the poor beaft reared
up an end, and fent me clean into the
dirt behind. Well, fir, the man in the
chaife raifed his voice, I believe three
keys, on the ftrength of my mifcarriage,
and I began to apprehend a fevere horfe-
whipping, when a lucky device came in-
to my head, which T put in immediate
execution. By looking in the boot of
the chaile, 1 difcovered a {mall quantity
of oats, which the cattle feemed to want
more than the whipcord ; fo I put the corn
i my hat, and fhaking it at the horfes
nofes, I fet off on a round trot, and the
poor devils followed brifkly after. To
be fure the novelty of the fcene excited a
little curiofity, but it was very lucky that
ma-
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tanceuvre occurred to me, as I afterwards
learned, the perfon in the chaife was no
lefs than a parliament man, who was pi-
oufly contributing to ruin half a fcore of
the nobleft antmals m creation, that he
might be prefent at the pafling of the
dog act, which he conceived to be an af-
fair.of national importance.

The landlord of the inn took {uch no-
tice of my ingenuity, that he engaged to
take me into his fervice as a waiter, 1f 1
chofe it. My finances were not very
flourifhing, fo [ determined to make a bit
of a purfe, before I purfued my journey
any further. I {oon acquitted myfelf in
my new ftation to the entire fatisfaction of
my mafter. I underftood mixing Britifh
Ipiits with the wine; and fcattering
old faw-duft upon new bottles, and
could make a bounce with my mouth at
the fide-table when I drew a cork, that
was but juft before putin. I perfectly
underftood letting a thabby guelt ring il

his
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fLis arm ached, and could breathe into
the glaffes at dmner time, and wipe
them with my grealy towel 1n very great
perfetion, I téok care to put my fingers
mto every difh I carried to table, to pre-
vent accidents to the cuftomers, and always
attended to take the plates away before
they were half done with, This recom-
mended me to the notice of all the gentle-
men who frequented the houfe, and among
the reft, the vicar of the parith, whom |
conftantly led home every evening, was
fo charmed with miy docility, that he pro-
nifed me I fhould fucceed his clerk, who
was very infirm, and a vacancy happened
within a fortnight after. The novelty of
that way of lLifc determined me to engage
in it, for a little time, in hopes of making
a particular patron of my clerical friend,
‘at fome future opportunity. I kept hus
caffock in repair during the week, and ex:
alted my voice on Suidays. I fung fol fa
with a laudable quaver, and gave away
maidens who preferred private matrunonys

{uid
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faid Amen with a good grace, and ferved.
diligently for five weeks fucceffively. At
the end of which time I was difmified in
difgrace, on aceount of my being feized
with one of my immoderate laughing fits,

in the middle of one of my old friend’s
moft pathetic {ermons, which {et the

church into {fo good a humour, that
the peals of laughter in a play-houfe
could {carcely equal it. The dogs
yelped, the women tittered, the men
indulged themfelves to the extent of their
lungs, and the confufion grew univerfal.
I was difmiffed immediately after fervice,
with a very fevere reprimand, and a fmall
gratuity, and pofted to town without fur-
ther adventures. I have been in town
but a few days, and am at prefent return.
ed to my old trade of combing wigs, and
in fine circumftances, This evening I
picked up an handmaid in the hundreds
of Drury, and took her to the houfe where
{ was fo fortunate and {o happy as to do

you
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you fervice.” Bentley thanked Tom for his
aflittance, ordered him to call for the mo.
ney he had advanced for the reckon.
ing, and parted from him in his way
home,

- CHAR,



CH AP XXIIIL

W Ii have obferved young Fairfields

principles were not near fo liber-
tine as thofe of his friend Bentley; but
full he had departed very far from the
rational {everity of his education ; he had
engaged 1n many affairs of gallantry, and
conicerably injured his ideas of moral
rectitude, by converfing with chara€ters,
who either defpifed reftraint, or contend-
ed for a latitude of condu®. He re-
flected, however, upon the receipt of Mifs
Bentley’s letter 3 that he had much to

charge himfelf with, on account of ne-
Vor. 1I. M gletting
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oleCting that very amiable young lady,
felt many. tender emotions of regret,
for the unhappy ftate of heart and mind,
to which he had {o undefervedly reduced
her; and determined to act, as we have
related, in regard to Mifs Sophia Mel-
bourn for the future. But thefe were
hafty impreflions, formed on the furprize
the young lady’s letter had thrown him
into ; and hafly refolutions, refulting from
a temporary confuct of the paflion, ra-
ther granfy the heart for the moment,
than lay theé foundation for a future con-
fitency of behaviour, It is true, he re.
tired to reft full of the image of his Betjs
fleep save way to refleCtion, and all his
ivieas centered on the excellency of his
Betfy, and - he arofe the next morning,
fully confirmed in his intention, to wipe
away all traces of what had paffed be-
tween him and Mifs Melbourn, and ded:-
cate his future life to atone for the cru-
elty of his late behaviour, in relation to
Mifs Bentley. He was confcious of the

{upe-
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fuperiority ‘of Ner intrinfic worth, and
the obligations he “had repeatedly laid
himfelf under, to obferve the {ricteft Aide:
lity towards her. “All thelc confideratiotis
united with full force in favour of his
contrition, and he paffed the next day
wirlﬁou'fpaying the moft diftant reipect
to Mifs Melbourn. We will now {ce how
that young lady behaved, in confcquence
of fuch treatment.

_Mii‘s Sophia Melbourn, with all the er-
iors of her heart; was not io d::fpical’iy
deficient in her underftanding, but fhe
could difplay the natural cunning of her
fex, whenever there was occalion, to very
great advantage. Her infenflibility of
difpofition, was a never-failing fecurity
againft any prejudices that might refult
from the tender pafiion; and therefore,
though her pride might be piqued by
| the inattention of her lover, her affections
~were totally difengaged, and no morifi-
cation could reach her heart, but what

M 2 affeCted
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affefted her confequence in the polite cir.
cle. She would attend to every little hg.
tice paid- her in public, by men of the
moft contemptible abilities, with pleafure,
and receive the groffeft addulation from
the molt - infignificant coxcombs, that
would add to the number of her tramn. .

oung Fairfield’s geateel figure there-
fore contributed to gratify her vanity, m
every public company, and fhe could not
think of lofing him fo foon with patience,
For indeed fhe began to {ufpelt fome
prior engagement in the country; and the
confufion he betrayed on the receipt of
the letter, and his negiect of his ap-
pointment next day, fuily convinced her,
that fome art mult be emploved to re
tricve him, ot he was loit for ever.

~ As Bentley vifited at her houfe on a fa
mmar footing, fhe learned from him,
that his friend had received fome dife-

glecable news out of the Coun..lv, ‘ani
~ that

.-'-‘JJ
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that he would'nét be fit for company for
{omé time 3 but, fays Bewley; 1 laugh the
poor fellow out of his whimfies, as well
25 I can, and propofe taking him to-night
to Vewnice Preferved, in hopes to divert his
attention a little from a pafly gloomy
habit of thinking, that at times pofleiles
him. The lad 1s clever enough, and has
fomething to fay for himfelf; but that
curfed notion of refleCtion, upon every
foolifh occafion, makes a puppy of the
fellow, and dilqualifies him for every
choice fociety in the world, Mifs Mel-
bourn, my dear madam, I left him at
home this morning as melancholy as a
cat, and weeping hke a whining grey-
beard in a hermitage. The fellow has
no hife, no fenfe, no foul, no vivacity,
upon my foul, mifs: ha! ha! ha !--well,
well, I hope to make fomething of him,
however,. this evening, and if Mifs Mel-
bourn will permit me to fecure a place for
her in one of the front boxes, I do not

doubt, ma’am, but we fhall put a little
M g life
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life mto the animal, and revive him mug
{ooner than the dottors. The lady per
ceived Bentley was ignorant of his friend’s
behaviour towards her, and therefore
pleaded a particular previous engagement
with- a very agreeable party, and was
forry fhe could not accept of his very
centeel propofal.  Bentley, however, pro-
poled to Fairfield going to the play that
evening ; and as the latter fufpected, from
the converfation that had paffed, that the
young lady was mortified by his negled,
he refolved at once to compleat his tri:
*um‘p'h, and to obferve the firi¢teft ndit-
ference in her prefence.

:CHAF;.
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CH AP XXIV,

H FE drefled himfelf to the beft advam
Jl}i tage, and being feated in one of
the front boxes, waited the arrival of his
miftrefs with impatience. The young
lady came late, that the greater notice
- might be taken by the company, and
~ took her feat in the next box to Fairfield
fhe was accompanied by a young gentle-
man of a genteel appearance,and a young;
lady his fitter.  Fairfield oblerved her ob-
liquely with fome emotion, and imagined
fhe had never appeared to fo much ad~
vantage before, He affeCted, however,

an
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an uncommon attention to the play, and
watched every fyllable that efcaped the
fweet lips of Mrs. Barry in the charaer
of Belvidera, with the rapture and refpe,
that elegant and judicious woman is al-
ways {ureto infpire.  Mifs Melboarn ob-
{ferved his ftudied difrefpet, and deter-
mined to fhew every contempt for it in
her power. She was, I every refped,
fathionably indifferent to the play, and
employed her eyes in gazing carelefsly
about her; admiring the old lady’s youth,
and the antiquity of her daughter’s fea-
tures ; paffing ftrictures upon drefs, and
looking through her glafs at every figure
that was firikking, She affeted to be
pleafed with a thoufand little prettinefles
m the difcourfe of the gentleman that was
with her, and would be continually put-
ting her fan before her face, and referring
to his opinion in a whifper. Then fhe
would drop her glove, to receive it fron:
him with a fmile; and looking with an
affeted languor into the next box, affume

3 pra-
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2 gravity of face,and as foonas the caught
young Fairfield’s eye, would ftudioufly nod

her head at Mr. ' Bentley, and difplay the
artillery of -her charms to every advan-

tage, . ' ;

Fairfield was not {enfible of his weak.
nefs, till his ftrength was put to the trial,
but. foon began to perceive, he had flat-
tered himfelf with a notion of indepen-
dance too rafhly 5 he was little converfant
with the female world, and imagined he
fhould. find  Mifs Melbourn particularly
chagrined at his indifference, but little
expected to be fotled at his own weapons.
He fet the abfent beauty full before his
eves, but though Ler graces lived ftrongly
in his memor y, her prefence was abfolutely
neceffary to counteract the influence Mifs
WMelbouis began to aflume over his heart.
He had never pofitively determined to re-
linquith her aitoo*ether, and his refolution
a onf"e fmled him. He could not he]p

"""""
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of the deference *ihie feemed to pay the
young geitleman, and wilhed he had'not
Ho precipitately forfeited her favour. He
“began to regard her petfon again through
the molt prejudiced mediumy and con-
ceived, though her features were feparate.
ly incorreCt, yet that colleCtively they ap.
- prared to very great advantage. Hefit
uneafy in his feat, and in fpice of all the
-tuneful numbers of Mr. Otwey, deliver
ed by the angelical creature Mrs. Barr,
he could notattend to the moft interefting
part of the play, for looking almoft- con-
Atantly at Mifs Melbourn.  The lady per-
ceived this, and improved every advan
tage ; the feemed loll to every thing but
the performance, and "in that pathetié
fcene, when the fuperior tendernefs - of
Belvidera difarms  the ‘impetuous fury-of
her hufband, the condefcended to take
out a fine cambrick handkerchief to en-
joy the luxury of her trinmph unperceiv.
ed. “Poor Fairfiehi imagining. it <was the
efiect of her fenfibility, was uncommoily

infatu-



infatuated, and imagining, likewife; hey
diftrefs. might partly. proceed from his con-
temptuoms -treatment, was refolving, . to
~ fpeak, to her.as foon. as.the play thould be
finithed, when, to. his.unfpeakable furprize; :
the foon recovered.from: her affelted for-
row,.and, with eyes {parkling with plea-
fure, coquetted with the young gentleman
as before, 'This, however, was very far
from glving a new train to his thoughts;
his 1deas were full of Mifs Melboury, and
he, went home as foon as the play was over
to ftudy fome pofiible reconciliation with
that haughty lady. He accordingly wait-
ed upon her next morning, and profefled
himfelf extremely unhappy that he was de-
- barred the {fupreme pleafure of attending
her to- the play-houfe the preceding even-
ing ; hoped no exception had been taken
to his behaviour, which muft ever be per-
feCtly refpe&ful to a lady of fuch difiin-
ouifhed merit 3 and was very forry that an
unexpeted account of the illnefs of a par-
ticular friend in the country, had fo dif-

concerted
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concerted him, as to prevent the fulfill-
ment of - his engagement ; but {hould be

proud, on every future opportunity, to
evince to all the world, how much his fe-

licity depended on the {miles of the ac
complithed Mifs Melbonrn. -

CHAP.



CHAP XXV.

A SHIS unnatural mode of delivering

L himfelf, the reader 1s {enfible, was
never taught him by his tutor, and there-
fore 1t thews how foon the language of
truth and fincerity is forgotten 1n refined
circles, and an affelted fpecioufnefs of pro-
[efion adopted 1n 1ts ftead. This was
language perfeftly underftood by the lady,
and the replied in the fame ftile, That fue
withed cvery body to confult their own
felicity, and did not wifh by any means
that Mr. Faiijeld thould account to her
for Lis cenduft; fhe begged leave to fug-
eelt, that the general laws of good breed-
ing were very cafy to be underftcod, but
the could not confider herfelf anfwerable

Vou. II. N for
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for the grofs miftakes of other people, and
thiat it was impoffible to put a favourable
conftruction upon a ftudied neglect of po.
litenefs, becaule the behaviour of a gen-
tleman, 1n her efteem, ought always to be
uniform and confiftent,  She was forry -an
cngagement to pay a morning vilir, ob-
liced her to leave him fo abruptly, and
then politely withed him a good day.
Fairfield was mute with amazement at her
coolnefs, and was at {fome lofs how to
behave 3 when percerving fhe was about to
quit the room, he cagerly feized her hand,
.ndd with tears in his eyes, faid, “My dear
and adorable Mifs Melbouin, you mulfl,
indeed, you muft forgive me, 1 will
imake every conceffion, every atonement,
and cnallenge fome diitant notice of your
approbation by.every affiduity in my pow-
er. Believe me, madam, I cannot fup-
port this indifference, and unlefs you will
deign to forget what 1s paft, and kindly
receive me once more into fome degtee of
favour, I will never quit this {upplicating
| | polture,
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rofture, but here continue to gaze on the
exquifite beauties of your face, and fclicic
your fmiles for ever,” This was almoft too
much for the lady’s nifibility; however,
fhe appeared to be proportionably con-
cerned, and affettedly turning away lher
face, faindy defired him to rife, and nog

to trifle with her clemency 1n future. Thus
matters were again adjuited, and ‘he vifted
on the fame fumiliar footing as before.

As the day was arriving very falf, when
he expulted to quit Lenden, perhaps fur
ever, his paflion increafed ; and as hecon-
fidered Mils Dentley to be partly the occa-
flon or his father’s importunity to recall
him, he more than half repented .of the
tetter he nad fent hery but refolved to
take no farther notice of her, while  he
continued in town,and if, poffible,to break
from her for ever. The forward confident
behaviour of Mifs Melbourn was {o oppo-
fite to the diltant fimplicity of Betfy Bent-
lzg, that he thought her ignorant of all

N 2 ‘the
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the rules of politencls, and deficient in
cvery eflential recommendation.  He was
amazed at his want of talle in firft prefer-
ing  her, but concetved 1t was owing 0
the firange feclufion of his former bife;
and, perhans, {ard he, the father, with all
his .plaufibility of profefiion, inftructed his
davghter to fecure my fortune to his fa
mily 5 but I rejoice that an accidental
converfziion with the Lnifhed world las
cured me of the barbarous ruflicity of my
notions, and qualified me to reculate my
furare life by more hiberal orinjons than
fuch as old Seatigy tauehnt e, 10 1 find
tiere 15 no psihibility of avolding a return
2o the country, [ will take cvery up;or-
tunity to prejudice my father againft Senss
icy and his daug hter, will prevofiefls him
to the urmolt 1n favour or Muls Melbouri,
and if nothing moves him to confent to an
alliance with thischarming young creature

I will break through all allegiance, can-
cel every obligation, difivlve all ties vith
{fo unnatural a ypareit, immed Hately come
L0
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to town, and marry Mifs Melbouin
and when my father’s duft is added to his
anceftors, the law fhall do me juftice, 1
find 1t 1s In vain for me ever to think of
bemg happy without her; and the more I
think for mylelf, the greater reafon I have
for fufpecting, that I have been educated
in woods and darknefs, to prevent every
opportunity of vindicating my fenfe and
ipirit, by nobly diffenting from the poor
confined prejudices of Mr. Bentley and my
father. The former has educated me tor |
ferve his own purpofes, and my own judg-
ment of the world: fuggefts to me Mifs
Beutley’s letter was an artful contrivance to
Induce me to return, before my affections
were engaged to fome more accomplifhed
beauty.  But, however, I will inftruct
them,, that their defigns upon my perfon
and my fortune fhall be in every refpect
fruftrated, and that I will a& in future
like a man capable of reafoning for kim-
felf, without fuffering any blind bias
from the narrow dictates of others. When

N 3 L return,
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I return, I will upbraid Mr. Bentley wit)
the falfe maxims of my education; I wil
charge him home with the artfice and
duplicity of his defign 5 and let him feg,
that the world has given me too enlarged
an idea of the human heart, for me to U
a moment in doubt refpecting the difho-
nefly of his intention. But the father fhall
be my friend no more. The daughte
fha!l deceive me no more. Iwill leav

them to the favage barbarity of their infi-
rid maxims, and affociate in future with

polifhed charaters, capable of givinga
rrue relith for life, and infpiring liberd
notions of pleafure.

CHAP.
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C HAP XXV

N this manner he conftantly reafonea,

L or rather betrayed his want of un-
derftanding ; and he grew {o convinced
at laft, that Mr. Bentley’s behaviour to-
wards him had been artful and difhoneft,
that he {carce thought of Miis Betfy with
any concern at all.  Mifs Melbourn con-
tinually improved vpon him, he refigned
his heart entirely to her capricious will,
and thought there was no pleature upon
carth, equal to the enjoyment of her
c.npany,  The lady on the other hand
| exulted
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exulted to obferve the fafcination of Fuir.
field, and determined to take fome early
opportunity to give a public proof of
the power of her charms, by trifling with
the young gentleman’s paffion, and try-

ing his patience to the utmoft of her
power.

The time of their ftay in town was on
the point of expiring, and places were to
be prepared for their journey in the fol-
lowing week, i {pite of all the pleas,
the excufes, the artifices of the young
libertines, when an accident retarded their
return for fome time, which we relate as
follows. |

Mr. Fairfield continued in the pofleflion
of the fame ftrong prejudices, we have
already mentioned, in favour of Mils
Melbonrn, and his mouth was filled, in all
companies, with the moft extravagant
praifes of that young lady. She was beau-
tiful, the was fenfible, fhe was witty, and

miftrefs
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miftrefs of every poflible advantage that
could diftinguith the molt excellent of
women. Ie was never abfent from any
party of pleafure where {he was engaged,
nor could any inducement keep him from
her company an hour. He difcovered
daily new excellencies of behaviour ; ad-
mired her for a thoufand elegancies, that
he never obferved in any of her {ex be-
fore ; but, above all, the partiality fhe
paid his {uite in preference to that.of ma-
nyaccomplithed competitors for her {miles.
“ She treats me, he would fay, with the
moft partial diftinction, and is worthy of
every homaze in my power to pay her.
[ am permitted to declare my paffion with
ardent franknefs, and have the pleafure
0. be confident of the f{incerity of my
recention In return.  We were evidently
born for each other, and all my future
liic thall be conunually employed to nie-
i the blefling of her hand.”  Thus ex-
travagantly his infatuation led him to
difcourie 3 but the fequel fhall prove how

far



| ( 142 )

far this boalling judge of human naton
was:right in his conceptions. As he con.
flantly attended her to every public &
mufement, he one day politely requefted
the liberty to” dance with her at-a ball
given on fome public occalion. The
coach was punttual, 4and he had th
pleafure to lead her to her feat, in the
prefence of many of his rivals. "T'ne com:
pany were in general very genteel, but
-{ome more particularly clegant, A mong
the latter an Irifh gentieman attradted the
peneral attention of the ladies, whok
drefs was uncommonly fuperb, and whols
manner was affumingly cngaging s i
perfon perfectly gentecl, and bis min
regular and picafing,

An objeft with fuch attractions excited

a general emulation among the ladies, bw
as the generality were already engaged to
particular partners, Mils Melbourn deter:
mined, if pofiible, to gratify her vanity &
the expence of her promife, and refolved e
refuls



refufe dancing with Fainfield,. whatever
fhould be the confequence. Indecd fhe
began to think he had reigned long enough,_
and ‘was thinking to depofe him in favour
- of fome other f{uitor very fhortly. Ac-
cordingly, ~when he f{olicited the ful-
~ filment of her promife to dance a minuet,
the lady affected a fudden indifpofition,
and declared fhe did not propofe dancing
at all that evening.  Fairfield, difappoint-
ed, reafflumed his {eat, and refolved; as
his dear Mils Melbourn- could not dance,
to remain a paflive {pectator of the coms-
vany, Mils Melbourn was for fome time
mortified at the infenfibility of the firan-
oer, but entertamned {fome. nopes, as he
had not engaged hmielr to all appear-
ance, a little {tratagen might effetually
anfwer her purpofe. Accordingly, when
(he perceived him pretty necar her, fhe
took her fmelling bottle, in {eeming dif-
trefs, and after applying it to her nofe
without any effect, clofed her eyes, and
lunk down towards the lady, who fat next

her,
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her. This roufed the gallantry of the
firanger, he flew inftantly to her affiftance,
caught her 1n his arms, and reftored her
to life in a few moments. The {cene had
not efcaped Lairfield, but he came too
late to be of fervice, and had only the
mortification of hearing this gallant re.
queft the favour of Mils Melbouri’s hand,
and to hear that faithful, incomparable young
lady confent, with joy fparkling in her
eves, to oblige him as {oon as her {pirits
were recovered. Feirfield endeavoured to
expoftulate with her, but fhe burit into
a loud laugh, and protelled fhe could
not conceive his meaning ; was very forry
any gentleman fhould be difappointed,
who had promifed himfelf the pleafure of
dancing with her, but did not doubt
there were many ladies difengaged, and
he would do well to oblige fome folitary
oirl, and look for a partner among them,

CHAP
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CHAP XXVIL

¥ VIIRFIELD’s rage cannot be defcrib-
4 ed at that inftant ; he flew from her
in a violent paffion, and was irrefolute
what conduét to purfue. He {olicited
Beatley’s advice ; but his friend enjoyed a
hearty laugh at his expence, and told him
it was not worth minding.  This was no
counfel 3 and his {pirits were ungovernable.
He retired from the company 1n difguft,
and refolved to challenge the diftinguifhed
man as foon as the ball fhould be over.
He accordingly ordered the waiter of a
tavern hard by, to give him notice when

Vor. ]I, O fuch
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fuch a gentleman came cut, and deter-
mined to rifque his life, to gratify the
prefent tumult of his foul.  He called for
wine like a madman, and intoxicated
himfelf 'with bumpers.  He drank confu-
fion to the fex, and Mifs Melbourn n par-
ticulary; and graufied his rage by every
extravagance 1n his power. Hoe kicked
toe olafles from one end of the room to
the other, and flamped, and raved like a
fury.  Then he would fill another bum-
per, and Ling” the contents i the hre;
again he rung the bell as vehemently as
he was able, and threw a full bottle of Bur-
cundy at the waitet’s head ; and curfing
him with toaming fury, ordered him t
bring another: cailing inceflantly, and
" running up and down ftairs every minute
to enquire if his rival was coming. Li
quor increafed his phrenzy, and by the
time the company broke up, his ravings
had colleCied 2 mob about the door. At
length the watter informed him the gen-
tleman was coming out, and he flew dowr

ftai
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flairs in an inflant, reaching tie place at
the moment his rival was handing Mii‘"s
Melbeurn to her carrtage.  Thenaccofiing
him in the wildefl of wild terms, nfifted
on the fatistaction of a gentleman; and
clapping his hand on his fword, defired
him to tollow to the tavern directly. The
other very cheartully complied, and walk-
ed with him with great philofophy to his
room. JDentley wilhed to prevent blood-
fhed, but the other would not hear 2 fin-

gle {ylable, mfifting on immediate fatjs»
faClion. e fized himfelf in a polture for
carie and tlerce, and called upon his an-
tagonift repeatedly to draw,  ‘T'he Inlh
centleman, however, appeared to be in
no hurry, and very deliberately accofted
him as follows : * In good faith now, my
dear lad, this is a very ccmical bufinefs,
that you can’t be a little peaceable in your
uproars, without bellowing like a bump-
- kin; to be fure now, my love, you are as
pretty a thundering blade, as ever I beheld
with my eye-ficht; but as you are as mad
O 2 O as
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as a March hare, I will treat you wih
a little cool reafon. - And now, 1n the
firft place, young gentleman, be {o good
as to teil me, what good 1t can do a man
to have [ix inches of your cold tron there,
i fis guts, who can do {o much bette
without it?  And in the fecond place,
d’ye fee, what fignifies your putting your-
felf m a paffion without being good-hu-
moured, and talking like a rational crea-
ture? And thirdly, now, my dear boy,
what 1s become of your underftanding,
that you can’t remember your old fervant,
Dennis O’'Hara? By my faith, 1f you
- had only told me of all this a few hours
ago, when I dreficd your hair this after
noon, I would have finged your whilkers
to fome purpole.”

Bentley and Fairfield were amazed at the
_difcovery of Mr. O’Hara, their hair-dret-
{er, in the charatter of a fine gentleman;
but the metamorphofe indeed was {o well
managed, that they could never have

| difcovercd
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difcovered the deception,but fromt his own
confeflion.  DBentley was 1mmoderately
merry at the miftake of his friend, and
Fairfield’s rage fubfided a little, on reflect-
ing what a power he pofiefled to mortify
his miftrefs at difcretion.  They queltion-
ed Mr, O’Hara refpeting his mafguerade

appearance, and that gentleman very po-

litely informed them, that feemng he was
as ticht made a hittle lad as ever was dip-
ped in the Shannon, a cuftomer of his maf-
ter’s, who had been ill-treated by Mifs
Melbourn, had been at the expence of hir-
ing his drefs for that eveningy and had
engaged him to {ingle out that lady from
all the company to make her theobjectof
ridicule in all polite circles for the future.
This accountfatisfied Fairfleld in part, but
was very far from quieting the ftorm with-
in him. He difmiffed, however, Mr.
O’Hara on peaceable terms, and fat cown
to his bottle, determined to drink ob-
livion to that diforder, that had pefleffion
of his foul. Bentley willingly accompa-

O 3 nied
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nied him, and as both were {tudious t

make the debauch as violent as poffible

they called for the ftrongeft wines, ang
drank out of the largeft tumblers the
houfe could furnith. They fung and
iwore alternately, and committed every
excels they could think of; but {till Miis
Melbourr's indifference pféfled upon Fair-

- fields memory, in fpite of repeated bottles;
- he continued drinking till the watchman
went his laft round, and then nature be-
ing quite exhaufled, he fell {peechléls
-from his chair. A {edan was provided to
carry him to Mr. Sekwiin’s, and Dentley
little better condition, after difcharging
the reckoning, reeled home with him,

CHAP.
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CHAP XXVIIIL

E/i R. Selwiz and his family had fet
up the whole- night, fuil of the
moft alarming apprehenfions for their
fafety ; they had kept late hours, but
never tranfgrefled an whole night before.
Servants were difpatched feveral ways in
quelt of them, without the leaft infor-
mation being obtained, and the confufion
began to grow general when Bewtley
knocked at the door ; he could fcarce
ftammer to be underflood, but Fairfield
was totally fenfelefs. He was 1mmedi-
ately put to bed, and a pbylician was

COoN-
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confulted, who pronounced him to being
high fever. Relpetting Bentley, he refufed
every afiiltance, and as foon as his {peech
became articulate, behaved 1n-the mof
outrageous manner, infulted Mr. Selviy
and his {fervants, and threatened, if any
body prefumed to expoftulate with hin
refpeting his conduct, he would quit the
houfe diretly. Mr. Selwin, however, de-
termined to give him a {evere lectute,
when he fhould be more capable of re-
ceiving i, and in the afternoon called
him iato his {tudy, and pleaded with hum
in this manner,

“ You have heard, Mr. Bentley, of the
friendfhip I have fo long entertained for-
your father, and I thould have been hap:
py to have found reafon for withing to
cultivate the {ame frm tie with his {on;
for friendthip, fr, admits of every honelt
freedom, and [ fhould in that cafe have
expoftulated with my young friend in this
manner, 1 refpe@ your natural® good

fente,
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fenfe, fir, too much, not to lament that
you- refpect it {o little, and am forry that
a fenfe of duty to your father, and a re-
oard to yourfelf, compels me to ufe ftrong
language, 10 remon{trating againft the ge-
neral conduct of your life, and the me-
lancnoly apofracy of your manners, which
2 few months converfation with the great
world has occalioned. I have obferved,
yeung fir, your father’s fears fuliilled
with very great concern, and as we muit
part {o [hortly, for perhaps an eternal
feafon, I will give a word of faithful ad-
vice, and your better reafon will bear
with.  Your progrefs in the ways of vice
has been indeed fudden. In fix fhort
months you have renounced your princi-
ples, renounced every precept and exams-
ple of your upright father, and adopted
every falfe maxim, every irregular opl-
nion in their room. A converfation with
free-thinkers has led you to entertain a
contemptible proud {enfe of your under-
ftanding, and has taught you to diffent

| | from
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from every rational creed, by which the
moral world 1s fupported, and-the chriftian
world fecured. IHence has originated vour
contempt for human 1nftitutions, and
your neglect of fuch as are divine, Yoy
boait of fome {uperior light, you boal
oi your Independence, and fatter your
{elf into a perfualion of {fome extraord:
nary talents, that. jullity your departur
from the maxims that influence the world
at laree.  You objelt to the cerraintyofa
future ftate, and betray a {ad mtereft
that indifputable truth by your obyjection
- for a man feldom embraces the doCtrme
of infidelity in the extreme, till he finds
it convenieni to hope for an external ¢
- tintion.  Sad flate! {ad hope! fad aly
Jum! frem a conviéting confcience ;. fro
a refle@ion that occalionally prefles hom
- upon the heart, and needs cvery contemy:
“of reafon and revelation to fupport I
But, fir, I know, when your liberti
companions are ablent, and your oW
thoughts plead within you, many doub

occy
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pceur tefpe&mw the fafety of “your opini-
on; dnd you are tempted, like Pilate, to
queftioh what 1s truth ; yet, like him too,
you determine to retire.  You are armed
with fophitiry to vindicate your tenets,
but if your premifes are falfe, no refpect
can be due to your conclufions: and
though 1 may very fafely, on the moft in-
faitble authorities, maintain and prove
you to be wrong, I cannct condefeend to
enter 1010 a logical argument that muit be
rather plaufible than convincing,

You are, fir, (I'{peak plam, "tis honeft)
you are, fir, this day, without religion,
without hope, witheut confidence, without
moral virtue, and without peace of mind.
Your tongue wildom 1$ temporary,  poor,
and fpecicus, and all your philofophy
diffatisfying and vain.  You fly to books,
you fly to company, you couft the table,
“but, in {pite of all thefe affiftances to bear
with time, you want a foundation even for
a moment’s felicity, and look round upnon

 the
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the world, and every object 1 creation,
as a magnificent difplay without a mean.
ing; and treat time as a blank, .and eter-
nity as a fAction. I know, young gentle-
man, your counfellors inftruét you to dif-
dain reproof, and to be inflexible in the
{upport of your opmion.  They tell you,
fir, to admit of nothing but what will fa-
tisfy your reafon, when your reafon can
account for nothing. Thelight, the heat,
the life of animals and vegetables, nay,
the minuteft wonder in the vilible world,
is an unfathomable myltery to your reafon.
Anatomy may make phyfical deductions
upon the human body, and philofophy
mveftigate the ftars, but what are thefe
but {peculative difcoveries? yet, what can
your boafted reafon domore? But, fir, I
will hope, you are not totally deferted of
fhame, and will blufh to be told, you have
liftened to affociates who degrade their
reafon beyond molt men.  The drunken
debauchee, who facrifices his fenfes to the
glafs, and ‘ifturbs the peace of fociety,

who



who violates the good order of families
alks of the dignity of his reafon! The

W

cowardly catuift, whois athamed to main-
toin truth, and fearfully aficnts to every
wild notion his companicns impoie upon
him g talgs of the dignity of his reafon |
The weak man, who leaps the pale of eve-
rv moral obligation 3 who ndulees him-
kil 11 every licentious opinion and pric-
rice; who ridicules the wifdom of provi-
dence in the conduét of the worldy who
injures his fellow-creatures, and neglects
timfelfy this man talks of the dignity of
his reafon.  Alas! fir, time, 1f vourown
impetuofity does not provoke an early fate
from fome rafh hand, wume will remove
this mafk, and the flattering fancy of
youh will vanith.  You will, one future
davf', perhaps, think Mr. Sefwin not fus
parfiuoully officious in his advice, when
he warned you to corret your errors, 1
am frank enough to tell you, fir, Ihave
witnefled to your apeftacy with herrors
butyet conceive you have underflanding

Yor, 11, P that
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£hat may reclaim you, if you confult i
with humility and difcretion.  You may
vet fave yourfelf from future remorfe;
you may yet fave the tender feelings of a
fifter, the tears of an afflilted father, and
the morals of a credulous young friend.
But, fir, unlefs you carry back to the
country very different fentiments from
thofe you have poffefied in town, the fun
will never {mile upon your peace agan,
Your father’s day will be fhortened by
the degeneracy of his {fon ; while you live
negletted and defpiled by the rational and
moral world, and pafs unheeded to your
orave. A fool may fometimes {peak as
an oracle, and I am fatisfied a future day
will witnefs to the propriety of my advice,
though your paflions fhould refift it now.
Your father, fir, gave me a {tnct charge
to watch your conduct, and give him eve-
ry minute intelligence, if I{aw you inclin-
ed to deviation 3 but I have been {paring
of the old man’s peace, and for that reafon,
have not been {o faithful in my correfpon-

dence,
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Jence, as perhaps I ought; but I muft
expect from you a fincere refolution to al-
ter your future life entirely, or [ muft ad-
vile my old friend to obferve a different
condu@ towards you. Let me iatreat
you then, fir, to excufe me from a talk
every way difagreeable, and let me hope
you will entitle me to feiten my objeCtion
to vour behaviour, while you have rc-
mained in town,”

Bentley endeavoured twice or thrice to
interrupt Mr. Selwin’s  difcourfe, but
when he came to this period of it, he
burft out into a violent paroxiim of rage,.
and told that genileman, it was highly 1m-
pertinent in him to dictate to his judgs
ment 3 that he confidered himfelf refpon-
fible to no one for his altions, of which he
would immediately convince him, by leav-
ing his houfe that inftant ; and refpecting,
his return to the country, he thould en-

tirely confult his own plealure and conve-;
nience,

P 2 CHAP..



PIENTLEY took an abrupt leave of
LD Mr. Selwoin, and as he refolved ne.
ver to fer his foot within his doors agaln,
provided a genteel apartment at the cout
erd of the town, and purived his pleafure
more greedily than cever, The addrefiss
to his miltrefs employed moft of his time,

nd the rell he divided between drefs, the
card-table, and the bottle.  T'he young
lady every hour gamed upon his heast,
and as he found 1t was unpoffible to 11~.c
happy without her, he determined to
duce her at all events, and afterwards el
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oage her for his miftrefs,. He had laid.
frequent fnares for her virtue,. which the
prudence of the party always difconcerteds.
and at lalt he conceived the following pro-

ject, and refolved to cxecute it as {foon as:
poflible.

Among the many daughters of eafy vir-
tue, with whom Beutley was acquainted
ne had contralted a very familiar intima-
cy with the kept-miftrefs of a gentleman;.
who was abfent om a contefled eleétion at
2 diftant part of the kingdom.  He com-~
municated to this lady his defign upon his
miftrefs 3 and as the vicious ever exult in.
reducing virtuous characters to their own:
level, fhe readily confented to become
the inftrument of his purpofe, and to for-
ward any meafure he thould concert, for
the ruin of the young lady.  Accordingly
at an early opportunity the was introduced:
t0 his miftrefs in the. chara&er of his cous-
liny and as her behaviour was affetedly
medeft, and referved, and her whole de-

P 3 portment:’
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portment rather engaging, the voung lady
made no feruple of adinitting her acquaint.
ance ; and 1ndeed, ma litgle time, con-
cetved a particular friendfhip in her fa-
vour. She made her the confidante of her
paflion for Bentley, declared he had the
entire pefieflion of her heart, but that fhe
could not liften to any provofals of mar-
riage, till her papa’s return from the north,
which {he expected mn a few days.  She
Ipoke highlyin favour of Dentley’s morals,
his addrefs, his eale, his politenefs, and
much rore, which was conftantly repeats
cd to the young gentleman. kie was,
however, a little ftartled at her fa‘her’s
being expected in town {o {oon, and as
he found his arrival would mfallibly dif-
apnoint his withes, he refolved to delay
the execution of his plot no longer.

The gentleman’s houfe, where this kept-
miftrefs refided, was fituated a few miles
out of town, at a confiderable diflance
from any other habitation, A long

AVENUe
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avenue of elms led to 1t from the high
road 5 and as there was only one female at-
rendant left there, 1t was concerted between
themn, that a party fhould be made to the
opera the next night, andthat the coachman
fhould Le inftructed to carry them to this
place inftead of returning to the lady’s
lodgings.

His miftrels was accordingly invited,
and little {ufpeCting the treachery of Bewi-
Jey, and her female friend, readily confent-
ed to attend them. ‘The hackney-coach
took them up at her own door, and away
they drove together, |

CHAP.
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" CHAP XXX,

‘E/ HEN the opera was over, the
coach took them up as before;
and as the night was dark and cold, and
the blinds were drawn up, the lady had
no fufpicion, for a confiderable time, but
that the was in her way home. At length,
however, fhe obferved the rumbling of
the wheels to ceale, and afked the meaning
of the vehicle’s proceeding fo gently.
Bentley aflured her, it was only the advan-
tage of the new pavement over the old,
~and that they would foon reach her lodg.
ings. T'he young lady was not entirely
fatisfied, buc full her confidence in her
lover
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iover filenced her fears, and fhe expreflad
no uneafinefs ull the carriage topped at
the place of thewr deftination  Bentley
alighted firll, and when the old fervant
brought a light to the door, ¢ diavers
ed 1t to be a {trange place, ard began to
be much alarmed. ne hefitate? ond
trembled very much, objetted to cetting
out of “the caritage, inlifted on De-
e informed, with what view the was
takken out of town at that unfeafonable
hour, and by whole order the coach was
brought there.  Bent:ey diretly attacked
the coachman very feverely for his mif-
take, and the man on the other hand de-
tended himfelf with faying, he had fre-
quently drove the other lady to that houfe,,
and underilood he was to do {onow. The
lady acknowledged, the believed the fel-
low had been frequently employed by her-
in coming from the play late in the even-
ing, and on other occafions 5 affured her

it was her o.vn houfe, and as it was late,
advited her by all means to accept of fome
refrefhs
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refrefhment 3 and that as {he had been tfi#
innocent caufe of the miflake, {he would
chearfully accompany her back to town.
Thus fhe was prevailed on to light; andas :
a cold collation had been prepared, fhe §
confented to eat the wing of a chicken, |
- drank one glafs of wine, and then requeft-
ed to return to town. DBentley was uncomr- §
monly affiduous in his court to her, 1n the §
concerted abfence of the other, and pre-
{fumed to take many freedoms, that alarm-
ed the young lady not a little : he prefied
her repeatedly to replenifh her glafs with- §
out fuccefs, and took care to drink him—-
felf into-a confummate confidence; and|
determined very foon to throw off the]
mafk, and appear in his own dark colours
before her.. He repeatedly clafped her in|
his arms, and dwelt upon: her lips with
‘rapture ; then he attempted to remove
her handkerchief, and took a freedom with
her bofom that roufed her refentment to!
the utrooft.  She broke indignantly frem
his emibraces, and infifted on the coach

being
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being called immediately. “Ifee, fir, the

faid, that I have been cruelly miftaken in
vour charaCter, and infilt upon your leav-
ing me forever. Bafe man! how has my
conduct encouraged this treatment? But
leave me, fir, leave me to the anguifh of
adifappointed heart, .and expeét from this
might never to {ce me more. I will return
with my father very fhortly for the coun-
try, and forget all the traces of a man
capable of {uch bafte hypocrify.” Then
rnnging the bell, fhe defired the fervant to
ight her to the carriage, and abruptly
left the room. She flew down fRairs to
“the front door to cali the man, but what
was her {urprize, to meet nothing but ab-
blute filence, a univerfal gloom, and no
carriage near ! She called repeatedly with
an extravagant wildnefs of voice, but there
was no anfwer returned.  Her apprehen-

1on grew very ftrong, and a kind of con-
vullive horror fhook her frame; fhe be-
gan to {uipet fome treacherous defign,
and doubted whether to return to the

houfe,




( 16§ )

moule, or explore her way, through mid-
night darknefs, at the mercy of cold
damps, and putitle(s affaflins,  She found,
however, every thing that a diftracted
imagination could mvent from Dently,
and determined to run every rifque to
avold any further infults,  She therefore,
by the affiftanice of a cancle at the win-
dow, walked up to the gate of the court-
yard, and began to exult the thould fo
foon be freed from his power, when fhe
found 1t falt locked, the key taken away,
and no hopes left of efcaping. A violent
flood of tears relieved her throbbing heart
for thc moment : the lifted up her fiream-
Ing eyes to petition the Father of merey w0

affilt her; for now ruin f{tared her full m
the face, and fhe no longer doubted.Beit-
fzy’s mercilels ntention,

)
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%‘}% ILD and diffra&ed with a coni-

plication of anxiety, fhe run back
ito the houie in-an agony of lorrow,
fordered 1n her drefs, and faultering 1n

her voice, and meeting bentley 1n the hall,
dropt down on both knees before him,
“O! fir! Mr. Eentley! the meaning,
the meaning of all this, I befeech you !
There 1s no coach to carry me to the
town, the doors are faft barred againft
me, and 1 fear fome treacherous defign.
O1 fir! if ever you loved me, hear me,

You, I, Q and
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and have mercy upon me. A poor de-
fencelefs girl, kneeling at your feet, 1m-
plores your pity, as you would deferve
pity yourfelf, at the hand of heaven, 1
the hour of afflition. Let me conjure
vou, {ir, as you value the peace of a fa-
ther, {pare my poor father, {pare me.
Let me now quit this hated houfe for
ever, and for ever, and I will forgive you
every thing that 1s paft, and blefs you
for the charitable deed.” Here her fobs
interrupted her voice, and fhe wept with
the moft violent affliction.

Dentley heard all this without any emo-
tion, he underfloed from the converfation
of the loofe part of her fex, that a wo-
man once fubdued was always fubdued,
and deterinined at all events to compleat
that night his triumph over her virtue,
He knew 1t was 1n vain to expoftulatc
with her, on the unneceflary violence o
her orief, and as he could not retract the

liber
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liberties he had already taken, he defpifed
every emotion of remorfe, and refpected
no monitor but his paffions, e caught
her {fuddenly in his arms, as fhe was {ink-
ing to the floor, and carried her up ftairs
to the room fhe had quitted, and feating
her motionlefs in a chair, inftanty faften-
ed the door. It was {fome time before
his falts recovered her from her fwoon;
and then her diftrattion became more vio- -
lent than ever. Dentley began at lalt to
orow a little concerned for her diftrefs,
and endeavoured to palliate his intention
by all the fophiftry m his power. He
argued that matrimoﬁy was nothing more
than a political human inftitution 5 that
the human nature was created to enjov
the {ame freecom of affeCtion, as the reft
of the animal creation ; that the ceremo-
ny of the ring, was a mere {uperftitious
form; and that the mutual confent of
parties, was to the full as binding as all
the prieflcraft in the world could malke

Q.2 1%,
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it, That- he propofed eternal fidelity tg
her, and that at his £@\ther’s death, which
he hoped would "hot be long before 1t
happened, he would make an ample pro-
vifion for her during. life, anl never de-
fert her for a hingle moment. “ So you
fee, madam, how far my generofity is to
be truflea: I will do this, and every thing
elfe 10 my power to make you happ}.,
but 1f you continue thus ridiculoufly in-
lexible to every perfuafion, depend upon

1t you are now i my power, and neither
heaven nor earth fhall fnhatch you out of
my hands.” Here. he began. to take frefh
frecdoms, and the lady grew defperate
with defpawr. ¢ Hear me, {weet heaven,
if ever innocence and virtue deferved
your care, 1n this hour of horror vifit me
with deliverance, or grant that I may
never fee the light of the fun, or.the face
of any of thy creatures, Let.death hide
me for ever from my fhame. Let death
hide me. for ever from my father, and
my
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my friends, and it will be indeed the
greateft of great mpderses.” Then ftep-
ping up to Bentley \%’B%termined look 5
“ Sl fir! be cautious how you pro-
ceed to further outrage ; for, truft me, I
will never {urvive it, and your body and
yvour foul fhail anfwer for the deed. Tho’
I have no friend to affilt me here, the
fure foot of Juftice will overtake you
m this world, and eternal condemnation

hereafter.”

Bentley afteCted a carelefs indifference.
“ Upon my word, madam, you would
rant in a tragedy fpeech with very great
fuccels 3 your wvoice is exaltly calcu-
lated for ftage diction, though your ac-
tion 1s rather too violent; but I fee it
1s impoflible, my pretty dear, to bring
you to any right reafoning, and therefore
you muft excufe me, if [ {ummons the
{ervant to attend you to your chamber.

She will undrefs you, and I will wait
Q 3 vpon
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upon-you myfelf i a few minutes: Eveyy
precaution is taken to prevent your alarms
ing the neighbourhood,. for, to be frank
with you, there 1s no houfe within a mile.
You may rave therefore as much as you
pleaie, and invoke heaven, as you call i,
to work a miracle for your deliverance,
but you fhall foon. fee what will all 2.
vail.”

CHAP,



CHAP XXXIL

"HYHE old woman attended with the
miftrels of the houfe, and, in {pite

of cries, tears, and entreaties, they car-
“tied her forcibly to her chamber. Her
ravings at this inftant were ungovernable,
and Bentley was about to affiit the women
to undrefs her, when a violent rapping at
the front door alarmed them all.  ‘They
defited inftantly, and demanded. from
the window the caufe of that knocking
below. The lady continued fhrieking
louder than before, and a determmed

voice demanded admittance, on pain-af
break-
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breaking down the door. Bentley, enraged
at the interruption, run down {tairs in
ftantly with his {fword drawn, and open-
ing the door, demanded in a rage the rea-
fon of that intrufion at fuch an hour,
The flranger feeing the fword glimmer-
ing at his breaft, drew his in an inftant,
and parrying the firlt thruft from Bentley,
difarmed lim in an inftant, and run him
through the {word-arm ; then breaking
from him in an inltant, flew up ftairs,
being led by the light to the room,
whence the {creams proceeded ; he burft
epen the door i1 an mftant, and dilcover-
ed the diftrefled lady to be his dear daugh-
ter, his love}y Ifabella Berton. The fur-
prize of meeting her father in fuch a
place, and 1n fo critical a fituation, was
too much for her fpirits, and fhe fainted
mfenfibly 1 his arms. My child ! my
child ! my dear Bella! was all Mr. Bar-
ton could utter, and his tears pafled plen-
tifully down his daughter’s bolom. Then
recovering him a little, if 1 have come,

my
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my dear child, too late to your affiftance;-
would I had never been born ; for I fhall
weep teo much to fuffer hife long.; and
die too foon,. to fhelter you from mifery,
infamy, want and deftruction, and from
temporal ana eternal rum. Mils Barfon’s
{woon ftill continued, and the women
went in fearch of Bentley, They found
him in the hall bloody with his wound, .
and heaping bitter execrations on the
head of the old officer. Ide curfed the
women furioufly for fuffering the firanger,
whoever he was, to ru (h.into the room,.
and feizing a poker in his left hand, ran:
furioufly up ftairs.  Mr. Barton, expelt-
ing fome further violence, gently laid his
fivooning daughter on the bed, and plant-
ed himfelf before the door to reccive the-
firlt perfon. who fhould enter. Bentley:
flew like a lion at his antagonift, and was
raifing the poker to make a furious blow
at the head of the old.man, when he dif~
covered the features of Mr. Barfen. He:
ftarted. back many paces, his knees fmote -

toge--
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together, a wild horror poffefled his eyes,
and he was agitated all over. He at
tempted to {peak, but was unable ; and
continued with eye-balls feemingly rivet-
ed in his head ftaring at the old gentle-
‘man. The alteration of drefs made it
difficult for Mr. Bertonr to difcover young
Beutley 1 a hurry 5 but no {ooner did he
recolle¢t his face, than his {urprize was
unutterable. He wiped his tears from
his ‘eyes ; they dimned his fight, and he
could nct believe his fenfes. * Is it
poflible, faid he, it cannot be, fure, that
I have feen that face before, and thas
though his nature is fo much perverted,
this young man’s name is Bentley I 1f 1
judge right, fir, and the old man’s memo-
ry deceives him not. The ways of Provi-
dence are indeed dark and intricate, for my
life was faved n an heavy hour, by him,
who has brought this additional weight
of woe upon me. Is it pofiible that he who
fo tenderly raifed my drooping head, and
officiated to my miferies fo lately, can

have
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have fo fuddenly forgotten all things be-
coming a man, and wounded me in the
tendereft concern of my affections ! Your
father, fir, was a humane man; he never
raught you, I am fure he never taughs
you to aggravate the afflictions of age,
or infult the mileries of the unfortunate.
You know by what {ad accident I loft my
fon, and you have no humane emotion
in your bofom, thus barbaroully to
take from me my laft fupport, and fink
my daughter to perdition. See there, fir,
pale as the face of death, lies the accom-
plithed Ifabella Lartor. When I dwelt
npon her goodnefs, in the late tale I -told
you, how' you wept, and commiferated
her fuppofed apoftacy; bur, fir, my
daughter never fell till now, and I fhall
talk of this wonderous {orrow in my bo-
{om, till my tongue is for ever ftopt,
and the worm begins its office.  As for
vou, fir, believe me, low as I am f{unk,
and wretched as is my portion, I forgive
you from my inmoft heart, and lament

that
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“that myfword has pierced an arm,” which
was once iemployed to do me fervice ; but
perhaps it had been better for me to have
breathed my laft by the way-fide, than
£0 have lived to have feen-this hour.”

- Bentley’s fituation cannot be defcribed ;

his heart rofe to his throat, yet his cheek
was dry; -he would have given any thing
for-the relief of a tear, ‘but-had been too
tong difufed to tendernefs to-expeét it. He
felt 1t mult -be 1n vam to apologize, and
yet the fituation of the father and the
daughter wrought the ftrangeft conflict
in his mind he had ever experienced. ‘He
was ready to fly to aflift in her recovery,
yet his thame, his confulion, reltrained
him. He was inclined to plead with the
old officer, but had no argument, no
languace. His heart {mote lum, and the
{cene was too oppreflive to be {uftained ;
he looked earneitly on the old man, as
he leaned over his daughter, and endea-
voured to reltore her to his wifhes 3 thrice
he
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he effayed to bend his callous knees, and
with the deepeft contrition implore for-
givenefs ; but a confcieufnefs of aggra-
vated guilt affailed him from every quar-
ter, and he quitted the fcene, undeter-
mined what courfe to follow., He run
directly out of the houfe, and binding
an handkerchief round his arm, which
bled much, he took the direét road for
London, with very different fenfations from
thofe he felt a few hours before,

You., I, R CHAY.



CH AP XXXIIL

O account for this happy interpofi-
tion of Mr. Bartir, and the igno-
rance Bent’ey laboured under refpecting
the lady’s name ; we thall obferve, in the
firft place, that after M. Barzex’s return
to the north, and the recovery of his

;

caughter, he was agzin called to town,

znd roois lits daughter with himy but be-

g cbliged foon to return back again 5

the country, the young lady requefted to

be left 10 town with an old lady, who was

diftantly related to her father, and Mir,
ol

Berton, ever willing to give his daughter
plealuie, readily condenied, and was 10

reluri,
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return, when his bufinels would permit
him, to attend his davchter back again.
It happened that he arrived within a few
minutes after his daughter fet out for the
opera, and as the number of the coach was
defcribed to him, he immediately went to
the Haoymarket, and waited at the door,
enjoying the pleafure of {urprizing his
davugnter; and mizing with the crowd,
walted 1mpatiently f01 her coming.. At
tenoth his Jjebells ’lp“t‘aled, but was toa
quickly handed into the coach for him to
have any opportunity of {peaking to
hery the crowd prefling on every fides
he could only difengage himfelf time.
ecouch to follow the coacn, which drove
pretty brifkly, and to anticipate the fur-
prize of meeting when it cot home. The
old gentleman was not a little amazed to
find the carriage took a wrong rout, and
endeavoured to come up with 1t; but {lil
the coachman drove on, and Mr, Barion
foilowed 1t to Peddington.  He began to
fufpedt it was pofiible he was miftaken 1n

B e the
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the perfon; but then the features of his
Ifabellq were fo perfectly impreffed on his
mind, he could not be wrong, and as the
vehicle went fafler on the high road, he
determined to follow 1t.  Fatigued as he
was with his journey, his fufpicion of
fomething wrong carried him forwards,
and he kept the coach 1 fight a confider-
able way, till at length his ftrength failed
him, and the carmage difappeared. He
began to grow very uneafy and diffatisfied,
and refolved to walk on, till being fpent
with fatigue, and difabled to walk farther,
he made up to the light at the window of
the houfe we have mentioned, and very
{oon diftinguithedthe {ereams of his daugtr-
ter. Thus we account for this dilcovery,
and refpeting Dentley’s 13norance of the
lady’s name, fuffice it to fay, that Mils
Barton foon underftood that Mr. Bentley
was the very perfon who fo chearfully re-
lieved her father; and as Mr. Barton had
exprefied himfelf fo warmly to her in fa-

vour of young Mr. Bentley, the made the
lels



(185 )
Tefs fmu ple of recemng his addreﬁ‘és :eflpg-
'mally as *his behaviour feemed to acéobht
for “every partiallty of her father and
jultify every prejudice fhe entﬂr..amed for
him.  She therefere purpofely conceﬂfd
her name from™ him till her father’s arri--
val, and' then promifed herfelf much plea-
fute from the eclairciffement., The art of
Bentley fupplied every other deficiency, anc?.
the doubted not but he was in every re;
fpect the charatter that her father had
drawn or him. Thisit was which led I;Le.
amiable young lady to entertain’ an uns-
imited confidence 1n his morals, and thh.
it was which fubjected her to the Hletm-

ma we b%“ 1afk mentioned.
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CHAP XXXIV.

¥ X 7E left Bentley on the point of leav-
Y V ing the houfe, 1n every tumult of
thought, and diitrefs of mind imaginable.
The night was very dark and cold, the
rain beat, and the wind blew. His heart
mifgave him at every fiep, he trembled at
the hollow murmur of the wind through
the trees, and wasuncommonly convulfed
all over. This was a fcéne of horror
he had never experienced before; his
wound pained him very much,and he was:
ready to fink to the earthwith anguith and,
terror.of foul, Many a time did he at-
tempg
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tempt to argue away his fears, but his
philofophy availed him nothing at that
hour. A cold fweat fpread over his body,
his joints were enfeebled with affright,
and his finews relaxed their power, His
fertility of faney tortured him with a va-
riety of dangers. The midnight rufan
was continually brandifhing his bloody
knife before his fancy, and he gave more
faith to the power of the prince of dark-

nefs, than he had ever given before. He
turnéd his head continually at the!ideal
footfleps - behind him, and the poft by
the road-fide obliged him to take a diftant
circle through the mire ; he would have
prayed, but conceived no hope of fecu-
rity in prayers, as he had before {hut Pro-
vidence out of the univerfe, He ftood
fome time irrefolute, and debating if he
fhould not end his life by violeice ; but-
then the horrors of eternal darknéfs were
too ftrongly figured by the {urrounding
gﬂom, and he prefled forward quicker

than |



188 ) \
thantbefore: - A tranfient gleam of paf
tranquillity occafionally came upon him;
and he would then {mite hard upon his
forehead, and groan from the bottom of
his bofom. His treatment of Mr., Sel-
win, made him defpair of ever being able
to-fee his father any more ; his behavour -
to Mifs Barton, he was convinced, had
forfeited that young lady’s opinion for’
ever 3 his friend, Fairfield, was, perhaps,
dying with the debauch to which he Had
trained him; and his debts were {o nu-
merous, that he doubted if all his father
was worth could difcharge them. The
horrors of a prifon-houfe glared him in.
the face, and he thought it poffible the
wound in his arm-might prove mortal,
and he might be brought to a death-bed,.
without h0pe of futurity, yet dreadmg Lo,
run the rifque of it.

Thefe thougits almolt weighed him
to the carth, and he wandered about fowr
many
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many hours, till the firft -tinGare of the
dawn .vifited the mountains of the eaft,

and the plowman was whiltling over the
-furrow.

By the time he reached the city, the
motning began to advance, and he walk-
ed .in pain up one {treet and down and
ther, with the bandage -round his arm,
till his pain compelled him to feek a
furgeon.

The blood upon his clothes attracted
the notice of paflengers ; a rumour having
prevailed, that a gentleman had been at-
tacked in the New Road the evening be-
fore, who had wounded the robber: by
the time his wound was dreflfed, a con-
{table was provided, and as he could not
oive a fatisfaCtory account of his fituation
“the preceding evening, and difdained
fending for Mr. Sekwin for afiiftance, he
was carried to the Compter, to be ex-

ammed

il i
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amined before the City Magiftrate, ag
foon as his Lordfhip fhould be ftirring,
He once or twice endeavoured to elcape
from the officers of juftice, which con-
firmed his gult in their opinion, and if
his arm had not pained him very much,
he would defperately have fet them at
defiznce. However, he was conducted to-
prifon, amidit a croud of taunting {pec-
tators, and iocked up with the wretched
inhabitants of that place..

VWhen the gloomy features of the jailot
prefented themielves before him, he was
mconceivably fhocked ; but when the bolts
of the lock grated harfhly behind him,
and the found of heavy chains at the
door, and the clinking of fetters on every
fide aflailed his ears, he looked round
with unfpeakable terror, clafped his
hands together, and withed for a total
{ujpenfion of thought and fenfc, and fat
down. in the moft gloomy folemnity of

for-
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forrow. Upon examination he was re-
committed; a heavy fetter was placed
apon one leg, and a furgcon appointed
to attend his arm.  As he was {feen by
one of lhis creditors in the {lreet, the
alarm was foon given to the reft, and de.
rainers to a very large amount were lodg-
d againtt him. |

@
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CHAP XXXV,

(R T E will leave Bentley awhile in

VV - his gloomy fituation, and turn
our view to Mr. Sefwin’s. Poot Fair-
field’s diforder gained ground every day,
he grew delirious with his fever, and ap
exprefs was fent into the country to Mr.
Fairfield, Letters were forwarded at the
fame time to Mr. Bentley, with an ac-
count of his fon’s mifcondu&, and the
fituation of young Fuirfield.

Mr. Bentleybegan to be alarmed with the
long filence of his correfpondents, and took
{o
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0 afflicting an interelt in the grief of his
daughter, on account of her lover’s ne-
giect, that his health was vifibly impair-
ed, his {pirits funk, and there had been
no {miles upon his cheeks for many
weeks together.  Farrfield’s laft  letter
afforded a tranfitory comfort to Mifs
Betfy 5 but as her lover never took the leaft
notice of her afterwards, fhe foon relapfed
into her former unhappy fituation; the
fire of her briglit eyes decayed apace,
and. all the luftre of her charms was pe-’
rlfhlncr dally A fad filence fucceeded to
the extravagant expreflion of much {or-
row ; and a languid penfivenels of {pirits,
a .melancholy folicitude for cold death,

and total forgetfulnefs, took pofleffion
of her -foul. She anfwered exally the
poet’s defcription of Patience on a mo-
miment ; and when the very tender old
man, with tears i his eyes, would
queftion her to tell her woe, and admit
of confolation, the would look down up-
on the floor, fhake her head, and fay,

Vor. Il S ¢S



“ Sir, you are too good, but my heart s
breaking, and I will complain no more.”
She forgot her paffion for books, and all
her domeftic duties. She wandered much
in difcourfe, when compelled to {peak, and
when fhe was followed in her walks thro’
the woods, would readily confent to be
lead back again, and took no notice of
any thing that paffed about her. M.
Beutley would fometimes expoftulate with
his neighbours, who were continually
queflioning after his Betfy’s health, and
afk them, if they did not think it hard,
that fo fweet a girl as his danghter ﬂTOL'I]d
be reduced to fuch a ftate of affition

that her tender {ufceptible difpofition
fhould have been fo cruelly trifled witn,
and that too, by the fon of his friend,
whofe morals he once thought were un-
queftionable, and who had profeffed fo
ardent a paffion for Mifs Beuntley, My
poor girl’s peace, my friends, is, I fear,
for ever departed, and we fhall all fuffer
from the lofs of fuch excellencics, as the

hourly
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"hourly dlfplays before us. My old heart

mult indeed bleed, for the lofs of {6 ami-
able a child ; the pdor and the afflicted
will mifs hery and the rifing generation,
who were to be educated by her precept
and example; will have reafon to lament
the lofs of fo {weet a monitor, a miftrefs,
and a friend. " Her ftate, my honelt
friends, mult be truly unbappy; for even
the offices of humanity cannot engage Ler
now. Let the old man dwell upon her
praife, and let him tell you, In all the
duties in life, both in private and public,
the was equal and confiftent. Before this
erief preyed upon her graces, was fhe
not, my friends, as .handfome as mofk
of the maidens of the village ¢ and was
not her temper every way good and en-
gaging, and her mind comprehenfive and
clear ? Have I not reafon to boaft of
fuch a blefling, and occafion to tremble,
for the po[ﬁblhty of {uch lofs ¢ When
I have rofe with the lark, to the duties of
the field, and {uftained the burden of the

"D 2 day,
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day, the thoughts of meeting my Beify
at mght fweetened every fatwue . and |
bleffed her when (he went to reft, ard the
bleflings of the poor were upon her like-
wife. My dear friends, the 1s meek as
a lamb at tke {laughter 5 the perifhes with
patience, and without repining; and we
thall all weep fore, for, pcrhaps, the
world will never fee her equal.”

Thus would the old gentleman dif-
courfe, at times, and then the thought
of his fon’s relentment of young Fﬂﬁ-
feld’s trearment would alarm him.

‘“ Should it pleale heaven to take my
Betfy, he would fay, 1 fhall have full
reafon to adore its gooduefs, for leaving
me fo yaluable a fon, He is, my friends,
2n honeft lad ; an honour to my educa-
tion, and a comfort to my age ; but I
tremble for the confequences of his {pirit.
When he hears of this behaviour of his
friend, he will at firll with great difficulty

believe
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believe it but when he is convinced of
his treachery, he may be rafh in his re-
fentment ; but believe me, my friends,
I would not have him fo. I am fure1
never taught him fo bad a leffon ; but,
perhaps, his opinion may lead him to
adopt the fentiment of that man, who
{aid, It s written, and we are commanded
to forgive our enemies, but it is no where
infiffed we fhould forgive our friends. But
we fhall foon have my {weet #illiamn a-
mong us again, improved, perhaps, in
the politenefs and: elégance of his man-
ners 3 - but no way embellifhed in that
soodnels of heart he carried with him,
which few equal, and néne exceed. My
darling boy 1s coubtlels now upon his.
journey, and my old arms long to clafp-
him clofely to my bofom, and recéive
him to my heart ; to melt with fondnefs.
over him, and part with him no more,.
till my eyes fhall clofe for ever.”

S 3 He
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He was talking in this {firain, when
Mr, Selwin’s letter reached him., He
feized the epiftle with eagerncfs, and
‘Dbreaking open the feal, with a trembling
hand, run quickly over the contents, and
dropt the letter on the tloor. He was
filent! He looked round upon his friends,
and was flill filent! At length he clofed
his eyes, which fwam wnh {orrow, and
fat down, in all the dignity of grief, in
his chair. His ruftic friends were ofﬁmous
in confoling him, for they foon difcover-
ed the caufe of his gi‘iEf, but he wept
like a child, and grafped the hands of
his old friends by turns, and faid, ¢ Sirs,
[ am indeed wvifited, a dying daugh-
ter and a profligate fon are fore griefs
but I will ftill worthip the wifdom of
that good Bemng, who gives and takes
away ; and repmne at no difpenfations he
fhall prepare for me, It is indeed very,
very hard, to have all my hopes blafted,
all my views fhut 1n at once; but we
muft fuffer many things here, and I will

be
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he very patient, and fubmit without mur-
muring any more. 1 will feek my loft
fon, and take my poor Beffy 1n my hand,
anl with you all happy ull my return,
I thought to have laid my athes quietly
in this fpot, but, perhaps, I may never
recurn again, I fhall prepare for my
journey as foon as poflible, and bid adieu
to happinefs for a long, long feafon.”

CHAP,
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CHAP XXXVL

OOR Mr. Bentley took a melancholy

leave of his neighbours, who follow-
ed him with their bleflings, the women
in particular wept over his daughter,
and the whole village was in tears. As
they-had only a few miles to Carmarthen,
the old gentleman walked mournfully for-
wards, with his Betfy hanging upon his
arm ; and though he needed comfort him-
felf, was ftudious in the confolation of his
daughter. ‘The young lady had drefled
herfelf fancifully, and feemed to underftand
fomething of being about to {ee Fairfield

acain, Ohe looked more chearfully than
{he
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(he had done, and liftened to the fobbing
of her father; fhe filently laid her fingers
upon his cheeks, and when fhe found
them wet with his tears, fhe kiffed his
hand, looked tenderly upon him, feem-
ed inclined to fpeak, but forgot her-
[elf, and looked down as before. Mr.
Bentley remarked with pleafure the return-
ing fenfibility, and was happy to find his
daughter partly underftood, fhe was about
to meet her lover again.  She would quel-
tion fometimes, without attending to the
anfwer, but feemed confiderably altered
for the better, affected with the profpect
of meeting her lover in town, and finding,
perhaps, that he was faithful.  'When her
father mentioned his indifpolition, as they
travelled in the coach, fheonce faid, * In-
deed, papa, I pity him, for you know, I
ufed to pity every body till of late; butl
have not been quite well, I think, and then
I thought fome people rather unkind to
me, and that was a great pity, was it not,
fir? Thus did the dawnings of return-

Ing
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ing ‘realon gra:ﬂuaHy break in upon the
young Tady’s mind, and the different ob.
je&s'the met with onthé way, contributed
to engage her curiofity, and attract her
attention. But Mill fhe was at times very
abfent and penfive, and very far from be-
ing perfeltly reftored.  When the velnﬂl

arnved i fight of town, Mr. Bentley ﬁked
his eyes fedfalily upon the fmoaky fcene‘
and feemed loll in fome ftudious reverie.
At laft he broke out, “ Scene of vice ! feene
of care! little did I once think ever to
vifit you again,  You have {hlpwrecked
the morals of my boy, and brought me
from my peaceful hermitage to feek the
prodigal, and witnels once more to the
enormities that abound within you, O
my fick heart, little did I dream of thefe
fufferings when I parted from my puplls,
but 1 remember a prophetic {omething
overcame me, and this hour verifies my
forebodings in the extreme.”

When
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When he arrived at Mr. Selwin’s, he.
found his friend Fuirfield_juft arrived be
fore him in the areatelt d1{‘rrefs, on ac»
‘count of his fons ﬁtuatlon, which the
phyficians pronounced to be defperate;
they mutually condoled with each other in
their mnlancholy calls to town, and paffed.
a dull evening with Mr, Selwin.and his.
famﬂy, Mr. Fairfild anxioully waiting
the effedts of. his fon’s diftemper, and Mr..
Bentley lontring for the next day, that he
might g0 1n fearch of his boy. Mifs.
Bezﬁ was tenderly. treated by Mrs, Sehwin
a very worthy woman ; and they were flat-
tered by a phyfician, who was called 1n to-
confult her cafe, that as he imagined her
malady proceeded from a conflict of love,
in cafe.the young gentleman recavered, they.
would find no difficulty to reftore her-to a
found mind. The young lady had no
idea of her lover being in the houfe, be-
caufe they fludioully concealed from her
the danger of his fituation ; and as fhe was,

not
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not capable of being inquifitive, and afked
very few quellions, 1t was very eafy to de-
ceive her in regard to the defperate cafe of
young Fairfield. She had remained three
days at Mr Selwiw’s, and Mr, Bentley had
been affiduoully employed without any
fuccefs in fearch of her brother, when one
day being with Mrs. Selwin in a chamber
adjoining to that of her lover, . who was
then delirious, (he heard him caliing with
‘a frantic vehemence for his Bezfy, his dear
Betfy, his mimitable Betfy Bentley.  The
young lady was that moment in one of her
penfive fits ; but ftartiig up in an mftant,
the diftinguithed the voice of Fairfeld, and
bluthed, and grew pale alternately, and
queltioned of Mrs. Selwin what could that
mean. ¢ Madam, is it poflible ? is it poi-
{ible? That voice, madam, that voice was
once familiar to my ear, and it {peaks
ﬁill in thofe kind accents 1t was wont to
0.” Fairfield {till kept raving for his dear
Be{fy and the young lady looked wildly
about
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zbout her for fome ume, then ruthing out
ot the room; fhe followed a fervant into
his chamber without knowing whither {he
went, and before the attendance could
ftop her, fhe flood confcfitd in all her
charms berore him.  He was fitting up-
richt in his bed, and two ’1ttcndams had
oreat difficulty to hold himy  but when
the figure of his lovely miltrefs played be-
fore ]115 ight, hegrew aimod ungovern-
able, and cried out: “ See there ! look!
mark that fweet pale face! Blelt cheru-
bim, the is all grace! all godlinels ! Now
{he fimiles upon me, and it 1s heaven | Burt
(o not ycu think .fhe 1s one of the pale
zngels ' Yes, very pale indeed ! fhe has
no _bloom, poor gitl; and perhaps fome
falfe man has forfaken her.”

Thus he raved a confliderable time,
while Mils Peatley looked earpeltly upon

him, and faintly fmiling one moment,

looked with the deepelt cagcern the nexi
Vor. 1l T ang
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and feemed ready to afk an hundred

queftions, but did not know how to be-

gin, and was in the greateft confufion
imaginable, when the was led impercepti-
bly out of the room.

CHAP.



CHAP XXXVIL

FNAIRFIELD’s ravings had exhaufted
nature to that degree, that after be-

ing -{pent with fatigue, he fell back upon
his pillow, and inclined to {fleep; a fine
pentle perfpiration came over him, and
the nurfe and the apothecary, who foon
after came 1n, promifed a favourable turn
from fo happy an omen. They were no
way difappolnted, as he awaked conlider-
ably mended, afier a fleep of many hours,
and declared he had enjoyed alovely dream;
that he thought Mifs Bewtley ftood before

LA him,
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frame
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frame at night upon the bare boards. Hg
‘had entirely refigned himielf to defperat1~
on, and cared httlc what became of him In
future. He was confined n a large room,
whole little light juft made darknefs vifi-
ble, with the refufe of the abandoned
world, the very dregs of the infamous and
the vile. A thick dew hung upon the
cold walls, and toad-ftools clultered on
the floor. The chearing ray of the fun
never entered there, the voice of joy was
never heard there. He heard nothing but
the bittereft execrations, and felt nothing
but the compleateft woe. He negleCted
his perfon entirely, his coat being difpoled
of for.garnith; he had no covering from
the bleak winds, and pinching cold by
night 3 his beard was grown to an extrava-
oant length ; his hollow eyes, and ema-
ciated face, thewed a {trong picture of {a-
mine ; and the alteration was fo great,. It
was almoft impofiible even for his father
to have diftinguifhed him. He was fitting:
one day upon the floor, leaning his head

T 3 ~upon
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upon his hand, and attending to fome ver-
min that played about him, when a fellow-
prifoner, as ufual, called him to the grate,
and told him to take his allowance. He
called twice, but Dentley made no anfwer:
at laft, lifting up his eyes, and {tretching
ott his meagre hand to receive the {canty
loaf, he difcovered his old acquaintance
Tom Coxon.  Tom would not have recol-
ieCted him, 1f he had not {atisfied him re-
pc..,un’r his name ; but no fooner did the
peor fellow difcover Bentley, than he wept
for joy, and prefled him to let him ferve
Lim to the utmof of his power. ¢ Let me,
fir, inform your friends, or do fomething
to aflilt you; for though I canlaugh, and
be as carelefs as ever inmy own confine-
ment, yet, fir, to fee you thus, diftrefles
me beyond meafure, I will inftantly fend,
it you will give me leave, to the gentle-
mar, where I called by your order for
the Little reckoning I paid for you, and I
am fure he will not fuffer this; for Mr.
Sekoin 13 a'manof worth, a gentleman, and

00!
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a good chriftian into the bargain, - Beutley
fhook his head, and delired to be left to
his miferies; but Zom mmmediately fent
word to Mr. Sekoin of the fituation of
Bentley, and that gentleman communicated
his intelligence to Mr, Fairfield, Mr., Bent+
ley being then abroad upon his fearch, Mr.
Fairfield had recovered from his apprehen-
fions for his fon’s health, and rejoiced in
this opportunity to oblige his friend,
ond fave him from the fhock of fuch an
interview. IHe took coach to the prifon.
Notmthi’mndnw the gingling of the jailor’s
keys, the grating of the door, and the
uproar of his fellow-prifoners, Bentley
never moved his eyes from the ground, as
he leaned upon his forehead agamﬁ the
wall, and feemed fenielefs, motionlefs, and
dumb. Mr. Fairfield could {carce {uftain
the gloomy horror of the place, and de-
fired the jailor to attend him at fome little
diftance. He looked round upon every
wretched face in the prifon, and the jailor
direCted him to afolitary figure, in the

darkeft
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darkeft corner of the room. He approach-
ed Beitley trembling, and doubting how to
difcover himfelf to a young man 1n {o mi-
ferable a fituation, whom he had known,
in  his better day, innocent and chearful,
beloved and happy. It was too dark to
diftinguifh faces, but when he called him
by his name, he turned his wan vifage
from the wall, which rather looked like
the features of a dead corpfe, than a liv-
ing creature, and fetching a deep groan,
re-affumed his {ituation. * Young man,
faid Mr. Fairfield, here 1s a friend whofe
voice you muit remember, and who comes
with a better purpofe, than to 1nfult your
adverlity, or to negleCt 1t.”  Bentley conti-
nued filent.  ** You had a father, fir, who
never, Iam {ure, inftruted you to doubt
his compaffion for a wretched ftranger or
an enemy, who always allowed much
for the errors incident to human nature,
and who never dealt harfhly with his fon.”
Bentley fetched a deep figh, and was {til)
filent, “ And perhaps, young man, your

father




( 213 ) | _

Father has a friend; who will joyfully unite
with him in any falutary meafure, to call
the wanderer from the error of his way, to
bind up the broken-hearted penitent, and
to {et the captive free.”  Bentley groaned
very much, and was full Glent, Here
v, Faiifield raifed his voice, and taking
his hand, defired bim to look in his face,
and reft fatisfied 5 that abject as his fitua-
tion then was, he was neither deferted of
providence or of man; but might flill
live many years, and be an ornament to
fociety, and a blefling to his family, if he
chofe to confult his own fenfe, and be
biafled by the world no more. Bentley
trembled, and faultering in his fpeech, faid,
“Sir,--1 think, or my eyes----1 think, fir,
~but you will bear with me—1 am
{trange, {trangely altered---and the fnules
of heaven have deferted me long---and my
cafe---my conduct---my behaviour to your
fon, fir,---gave me no reafon to expect this
from Mr. Fairfield. 1 have been profligate
sind tmpious, but have fuffered fomething
for
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tor my.lins. A cold damp -prifon- houfe,
fir,----without bread, without mercy,--2
wounded limb, and a bleeding confcience,
has been the lot of Bentley for many days,
and, fir, I have no hopes of ever feemg
the {un again. DBut I hope, fir, my dear
deluded father knows nothing of all this
and that my fifter, fweet girl, knows no-
thing of all this ; for I had rather die, than
meet the face of eicher.”

Mr. Fuairfield tenderly {fupporting his
feeble feet led hym to the open air, and
was almoft overcome with the Wretched-
nefs of his appearance. His hair was

matted, his beard long and foiled, and his
whole drefs uniformly miferable.  He was

conduélmo‘ him gently to a better rcom,
where he 1ntended treating with his credi-

tors, when old Mr. Beirtley, who foll owed.
foon after, met them.

CHAP.



CH AP, XXXVIIL

. R Bentley fixed his eyes confufedly
M- on M. Fairfield; he breathed thort,
he fpoké quick, bhe was agitated t0 the

extremity of nature. He retreated a-few
ﬂeps, and then rufhing v1olent1y to emi-
brace his fon, clafped hlm fervently to
his bofom.  *“ Mr. Fairield, faid he, give
to my old arms my child, my dear’ pro-
digal, my darling Billy: yes, give hini,
give him to my arms.”, Then burfting in-
to a flood of tears: “Is this, my friend, the
wretched refidue of my fon? Is thisall
that




(;216)

that 1s left of his beauty and his ftrenoth,
his wxfdom and his morals? But precious
be this reh& to my foul. I will embalm
it with a father’s tears, and cherifh it again
to perfection. Though thou hall erred,
my {on, capitally erred, feven, nay, {even-
ty times {feven, will I foroive you. Tho’
thou art funk thus low, with tendernefs
and compafllion will I rai‘e you; and tho’
thou hall bougiit experumiental wifdom at
a fevere price, yet, my fon, you may profit
in future by your fall. My heart and my
head has ached for thee, and I have foughe
theé {orrowing many dajfs but m{gtched
as-1 find you, Ibeve round youly I will
weep over you, and blefs vou, and pray
for you, and-be your fﬂ:..lh.l‘ as betore,
This tender confli¢t lafted a confiderable
time, and young Bentley never knew what
it was to be completely cpprefled till that
moment. His fufceptible levere feclings,
his ‘multitude of miferies, had awakened
cv‘eryl power of his foul to a fenfe of pall
erroi; he was a convified wretched creature
| | | before,
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before, but the kindnefs, the generofity of
his father overwhelmed hun 4 he could an-
fwer nothing ; he was weighed down by a
{trong {enfe of his apoftacy, and was con-
fctous this goodnefs of his father wasmuch
more than he deferved. He determined
however, to profit by it, and never more
to hazard the peace of that heart, which

was fo liberal in confulting the happinefs
of his own. |

When the creditors were affembled, and
the {eparate demands regularly fiated, the
largenefs of - the fum exceeded every ex-
pectation of Mr., Bewtley.  He was, how-
ever, patient, and williny to fubmit to all
claims; he was full of joy for the recove-
ry of his fon, and cared for little befide;
but when he found all his little fortune
was fhipwrecked at once, he lamented that
the poor fhould cry for help, when he °
fhould have no power to affift them. ¢ The
bufinels of mercy, faid he, in which I de-
lighted, is paft, and I can diltribyte bread

Vou.ll. U | to
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to the hungry, and cloaths to the naked,
no more, I can nolonger make the weep.
ing heart {ing for joy : I can no longer be
a blefling to the little honeft community
in my village. For thefe demands upon
my fonare jult, and fhall be fatisfied, tho’
1 want a roof to cover me; and when my
little all is exhaufted, I will return to the
calm {cene I have left behind, take to
the {pade and the ploughthare, and eat
hard-earned bread with cheatfulnefs and
contentment. My fon, you will follow me
to the field as heretofore, and we will
confult the delicacy of your fifter, and
our mutual labour fhall keep the bleak
winds from her head, and the ftorms of
adverfity fhall not approach her. My
dear girl will not be prepared for all this ;
but when her intelletts are perfected
again, my counfel will live in her me-
mory, and -the will remember how oft I
have nfifted, that 1n every fituation -of
fortune, the beart, the beart is all, In
every circumfllance of my lhife, an -ealy

tran-
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tranquil heart will fuftain us through great
difficulties ; and tho’ we thall be very poor,
my fon, abjet, and forfaken of fortune,
the wiflom of heaven is clear wifdom, an@
we will vindicate 1t m adverfity.” ““Gens-
tlemen, (addreffing himfcif to the credi-
tors) you {fhall be fatished to the laft
farthing.  The little provifion 1 have
made tor my poor girl, and this her un-
haypy brother, fhall be yours. I will pro-
cure immediate unexceptionable bail for
his liberty, and anfwer every claim you
make upon him.  Then, gentlemen, I
will take my children in my hand, re-
turn to my hermitage in Carimarthen, and
begin the world anew.”

Here Mr. Fairfield mterrupted Mr.
Bentley. « My dear fir, do you with your
precepts to be void, or do you concetve,
you have inftruéted me 1n vam ¢ I have
regulated my life by your leflons, my
iriend, and the beft of them were well

direCted to fecure my. heart againft avaricc,
U2 and
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and narrow paffions. J fhould be a very
wretch, a pauper, and ignorant of every
true pleafure, if I negleted a moment’s
fervice to my friend. You, {ir, are, In
every refpeft, my friend: and I rejoice
that an opportunity offers to convince
you, I am capable of vindicating a libe-
ral principle.  You are {uperior to mean
cencentions; and I (by your counfel) am
independent of all contemptible icli-
confequence ; all 1ceal importance, that 1s
too apt to proceed from a fuperiority of
firtune,  As you value me, you fhall
hear with me, and be filent, whatever
meafures I purfue. And obferve this, you
will offend me in ever mentioning yout
fon’s debts from this hour, They are my
debts, my dear fir, and I do mfift on be-
ing fubjet to every farthing : I will not
fhare profeflions with you only, fir, but
my eftate alfo, whenever there fhall be
occafion. My eftate! wretched privi-
lege ! independently confidered, I defpife
it; and was 1t not for the advantage of

ferving
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ferving the unfortunate, I would-renounce
moit of its advantages to-morrow. -.The
neceflaries of life are all that we want.
The fuperfluities pain us 3 and I am often
tempted to conclude, that the man who
doubts of an evening faggot, to cherifh.
the fainting limbs, has many advantages
over the epicure and the glutton; and that
doubtful circumftances are often fuperior,

in a degree, to every certanty of pof--
{eflion,”

-
WO

CHAP,



CHAP XXXIX

'%‘ HEN Mr. Farfield had carried

his point, and {atisfied young Bent-
ley’s creditors, he was furprized to fee a
little pleafant figure, rubbing his hands,
and capering about the room for joy.
This gentleman was no other than Mr.
Caxon, who had forgotten his own capti-
vity in the profpect of Bentley’s freedom.
Old Mr. Bentley was extremely pleafed
with the honeft tranfport, and more par-
ticularly fo, when he found he had be-
fore affifted his fon in diftrefs, and was
the immediate means of his being reco-

vered.
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vered and reftored. He thook Toi cor-

dially by the hand, thanked him, fur-
nithed him with means to difcharge his

debts, and promifed his friendthip in fu-
ture.  Young Bentley feconded his fa-
ther’s engagement, and added, if Tom
chole to return with himinto the country,
he would provide for him near his per-
fon 4 this the other joyfully accepted, and
all parties being reconciled, and every de-
mand fettled, a coach drove them to Mr,
Selwiw’s : the old gentlemen laughed
heartily at Tom's ftory, which he con-
cluded as follows. ¢ So, gentlemen, as
I told my young mafter here, at our laft
meeting, I had got to my old trade of
accommodating the feat of fentiment with
wigs of all fhapes, and dimenfions; I
boarded in the houfe, and went on very
well. 1 talked politics, and fcraped up-
on the fiddle in the evening, and fome-
times took a fober fixpenny-worth among
the mether gods, in the upper regions of
the play-houfey and, now and then, car-

ried
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ried oh a little gallantry with the neigh
bours maids, and lived as merry as a lin
net, Well, gentlemen, all this woulc
not lat for ever. For Madam Fortunc
foon got into her falle purpofes again,
and difpoflefied me of all my fun-fhine
In a twinkling. To be fure, if I had
carried on my gallantries abroad, this
miftake might never have happened, but
as my malter, poor foul, could not carry
on his bufinels without a journeyman, my
muftrefs, good woman! wanted an af-
Liftant alfo; and fo, firs, I very humanely
undertook, at times, to give her all the
affiftance 0 my power.. We carried on
matters pretty quietly for fome time, as
my mafter was frequently out of the Way
in the evening, when you thall hear what
a horrid ferape, by affiduity to pleafe all
parties, brought .me into, I had been
out one aay -carrying a new 7eic in an old
gentlewoman in the country, who was on
the point of being married to an Jrifh for-
rune-hunter, when returning late in the

CVEnINg,
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evening, I went direltly to bed, and
waited, as ufual, for my miftrefs, who
generally retired to her devotions pretty
carly ; 1t was not long before I heard her
door open, and as foon as the light was
extingutthed, I crept foftly to my fta-
tion. - I had no {ooner jumped into bed,
than the moft hideous voice affailed my
ear, that I ever remember to have heard in
all my hfe-time. Thieves, murder, fire,
rape, robbery and confufion, were bel-
lowed forth in moft dreadful ftrains, and
the room was full of neighbours in an
inflant.  As foon as a light canie in, I
difcovered the harfh fearures of an old
damfel' of fourfcore, without a tooth in
her head, and as grey as a badger, I
would have fled, like another Fo/eph, but
fhe held faft by my fhirt, tull my mafter
came to my affiftance. He immediately
happened to guels fomething, refpecting
his fweet 11b, and therefore, by way of
compliment to his wife’s chaftity, he cur-

ried
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ried my hide for near half an hour, and
then fent me into the fireet, almoft as
naked as the firlt man in Paradife. The
watchmen finding me unarmed, ventured
to approach me, and as I told them a
pitiful ftory, one of them lentme his great
coat, and the next day put me again in-
- to pofleflion of my wardrobe ; fo I {oon
orew as blithe as ever, and 1 learned
fince that the old gentlewoman, whom 1
had the honour to difconcert, was my
mafler’s mother, who had that day come
out of the country, and my miftrefs had
no opportunity to give me notice of her
being accommodated with the beit room,
In fhort, gentlemen, fince this period of
my memoirs, I have fhifted the {cene
continually, by which 1 contratted a
chandler’s thop debt of fifty thillings,
and being found guilty of poverty, was
fentenced to that place, from which your
bounty has relieved me,”

The



(e )
~ The gentlemen were pleafed with the

novelty of Tow’s ftory. Mr. Bentley cen-
fured thofe parts of it, he thought amifs,
and Tom promifed to reform.

CHAP.



. CHAPTER e Lgf.

E 7 HEN the coach arrived at Mr.

Selwin’s, a general face of joy
diffufed itfelf over the whole family,- The
interview between Mifs Bentley and her
brother,. was affeCtionate and tender, and
her intellefts were repairing every hour.
Young Fuirfield was {ufficiently recovered
-to join with the reft, in congratulating
. his friend on his happy refloration ; and
as he no longer thought of Mifs AMe/-
“bowrn, but. with fovereign contempt, his
“Betfy engroffed all his thoughts, and an
‘early day was appointed for their nuptials.
| Younz
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Young Bentley was a [inceré penitent 3
he exerted every power of his mind, to-
wards obtaining a reconcilidtion with.mo-
ral wiidom, and determined. as foon as
poflible to return to Camarthenfbire, and
never fee Londow any more. He was ftill
penfive and melancholy for the lofs of
Mifs Barton, and folicited Mr. Bentley,
as he withed his peace, to endeavour to
obtain his forgivenefs from the father and
the daughter, for the outrage he had
been guiity of. This was a commifiion
very "agreeable. to Mr. Bentley, . He-took
his fon in his hand, and fending for ‘Mr,
Barton 10 a coffee-houfe, near his lodgings,
furprized that worthy old man with 2
fight of his Camarthenfbire friend.. There
was the - greatelt cordiality on both fides
at meeting 3 and as Mr. Bentley anfwered
for the return of his fon’s morals, the old
gentleman promifed to become an advocate
with his daughter in his favour. ¢ If
my Ifabelia, faid he, can be conyinced of
his return to virtue and to reafon, I know
Vor. Il X he
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hethast ansintereft an ther affetiong, rthat
will' plead for . hint,*and; fhall -be-happy;
my .old friend,:to-be allied to the family.
of my-dear Mr. Bentley. . Your fon mulk
{fupply .to me -the lofs I -have {uftained in
niy boy, and be a comfort to my finking:
years.” ¢ Sir! fic! faid Bentley, I will
‘be: a meffenger of joyful unexpected ‘tid-
ings, -and tell you, fir, your fon lives ;
lives, fir, and has proved himfelf often in
my company to be worthy of fo good .z
father. He has befriended me with wilg
council very often, and I loye him, tho’
his precepts were rejected, I will this in-
itant fend for him at a coffee-houfe at
o great diftance, and you fhall witnefs to
the wonder of his cure,” ‘Thisidifcovery
was almoft too much for Mry.. Barton,
however, in a few minutes the young
centleman appeared.  The -tendernefs of
the interview can better be imagined than
defcribed 5 old-Mr. Bextley leaped for joy;
and "Mr. Beartoi’s tranlports. were ungo-
vernable; he ran inftantly’ with his:fon

1o
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to'Mifs Barton, and found litte difficulty,
tvithe height'of her felicity, to prevail ‘on
Wé: 1o fuffér’ vouns ‘Bentley to: continue
higduit,” and “endeavour. to recover- her
gaod-opinion efpecially as the difcovery
of:hér’ brother had been brought ahout
by:this meaus. Beutley therefore vilited
as. betfore,. wand after making every .cons -
ceffion in his power, for palt irregularities,
and. daily ftudying to convince her, how
fincerely he was a prolelyte to virtue, the
Iixd;; confented to give ber hand at the al:
tar, and a day was fixt for the celebration
of both the nuptials. g
- Young Mr. Barten was much admired
and. careffed by all parties, and as:he was
admitted on the moft familiar footing by
the old gentleman, converfing one day
on the approaching felicity of his friends,
he begged permifiion to introduce a lady
of exquifite’ merit, to whom he had been
long contracted, bur that:fhe had come

over-.to . England . £0. enquire: after.-fome
X 2 rela-
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relanons and confult their: approbation
of the lliance:” A general-defite wis ex-
| preffcd to ‘be favou“ed with-a vifit from
the fair Rranger, and the next -day Was
'nppomted to receive her. Mifs: Be?zﬂey,
| hn_d_les Bczrtqu were no lefs charméd with
Her-beauty and fenfe, than with her-affa-
“bility and politenels: -after -tea, the old
“gentlemen being” prefent, fhe obferved
that the circumftances of her birth were
ntricate ; that her mother, upon her
“deati- bed had delivered to her a fealed
“paper, which the defired her to bring over
t0 Lngland 3 and that the gentleman, to.
~whom 1t was dire&ed, would difcover to
“her, that her father was &ill alive, and
~ would make her amends for the neglet of
“her mother in the material circumftance
of educatlon. She f{aid an attachment'to
Mr. Barton, and a defire to pay a dutiful
obedience to her father, had brought her
':to Fitzlond o few days before; that fhe
had called upon the genﬂeman that morn-

-ing,
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ing, but-not finding, him .at home,; had
lefe the packet, and requelied the favour
of his attendance: at Mr, Sglw;f@s_-_ _t__hat;
afternoon 3 becanfe Mr, Barzon, The added,,
gave her the firongeft affurances of the
friendthip and goodnefs of the company
prefem ; and fhe had thoughts of  folicit-
Ing their aflitance to difcover her father,,
in cafe the:gentleman’s atcount . ﬂmuld
“be unperfeét | '

At that m{’cant the ftranger amved
.he was well known to Mr. Selwzzz, and
Mr. Fairfield inftantly (llfcovered him ‘to
he a relation of his wife’s, and was foon
convinced that the young lady was his
danghter.. He was happy in the recovéry
- of fo great a treafure, more efpecially
.as he found her uninfluenced by her mio-
ther’s tenets,. in the article of rehglon-

‘and after the extravagance of his j Joy fub-
. ‘fided,; the hext day was fixed upon for the
‘arriage. of the three couple, and ‘the

‘nuptials-were ce]ebrated accordingly. They
L - alk
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all fet-off dn‘é&ly for C’amrtbe? ﬁ)zre, noi:‘
forgettmfr M C'axa/f, who ofﬁcmted as
a “chief attendant; and- they are at thie
éay the orhaments of rellgmn the ble[’l‘
migs of focwtv, the patmns of peverty,
thé teachers of ignorance, and: nnwexﬁl
thnefaf’cms of the VIH&O'C, Lo |

- L] -.
I'--..- { 1 - - g - g —

f

Poor Mifs Sophia Meléazmz remains yet
unmatried 5 the 1s mortified daily by the
contemptuous negleCt of former {uitors,
and the fneers of her acquaintance. She
lives a wretched prey to meannefs and dils
appointment, and will be a lalting monu-
ment of the cruelty .of her .parents, 1
neglefting to inform her mind with wil-
dom, and to train her heart- to trug
virtue.

The Author takes leave of his readers
with this refleCtion, That however the
polite and learned world may value itfelf
upon any - fuperficiz! embellifhments it
enjoys, the evil propenfitics of the heart

are
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are {eldom corre&ed by -literature,  or .a
oonverfatlon wn;h l:he reﬁnem@nts of po-

,,,,,,

ancl Very happy, mth 2 very httle fchool,
lea.rnmg, that’ all the powers of {cienti-
fic Lnowledo-e, rather increafe than fatlsfy;

enquiries ; and that the wifdom of Ihe
heart 1s allL,
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