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Advertifement.

HE Author of the following

{heets was led to attempt a
little domeftic Narrative, from a
perfuafion, thatthe maxims of mo-
rality are beft conveyed to young
minds through the channel of No-
vel Writings, He humbly hopes it
will be found, that the moft per-
fe&t of his charalters are not too
highly drawn for imitation; and
that he 1s jufhified in vindicating the
propriety of departing, in many 1n-
{tances, from the miftaken maxims..
prefcribed to fociety in general. He
thinks, if parents were to employ

half
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walf the time n improvizlg the moa-
rals of their children, that 1s throw
away in clafiical fiudivs, the com-
munity viould reclve every eminent
advantage from thewr well-airedted

caie. L.c contends much for the wils

. SR BN I SO s -
lom uf (e hm ¢+ and addrefies his

{tory ratlicr o the feclings, than the
judgment., He wilhes lefs weight

was laid upon learned cducations.

He 15, however, very far from pre=
furaing on hus own oepinion 1 this
particular, and would be happy to
find lus Little attempt mproved up-

oa. by iorme able hand. He con-

21ves it p.{ ible, iz {entiments may
plozﬁu.‘ from an '1umlhty of genrus,
or coufinernent of cducation, and 1s

prepared to fubmlt to any candid
ftrictures, that may be oppofed to
nis opintons. e writes with the

freccom
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frecdom of a man, who has no Tite-
rary fame tolofe, and s very indif-
ferent about ever acquiring any 5 and
s hie ouly withes to 1u->pm.._ through
m, that mediociity of 11111!&*:1;1;1:@--

g, which informs the croud, he
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no means expects the approbation
the learned, but trufts to the
candour of his neers,
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Mr. BENTLE

CHAPD I

; N a fmall Welzh Vl“&ﬁ‘e, delightfully

fitwated, near Carinartben, unde-

auched by the maxims of polilhed
Jife, the rude barbarity of courts, the
pride of clotfters, or the artifice of trade,
lived a plain fon of fimplicity, educated
in the ichool of nature, whom we fhall
beg leave to introduce to the reader under
the name of Bentrey. He was happily
poffefied of a large benevolent, humble
heart; a quick fufcepnblc underftanding.
He dedicated his genius to the fervice of
his fellow creatures; he faid heaven
would reward him for it. He was ufed

You. I, B t0
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to fay the fhadows of {eventy years were
brief thadows; and that too much atten-
tion was pawd, 1n great cities, to time—
too little to eternity.  That one general
purfuit of temporal mnterelt engaged the
prince and the peafant, the mechanic and
the merchant, That large {ocietics were
knit together by uniocial chamns; and
that very few were aCtuated by thefe
nobler principles, the love of God, and
the love of man. I will quit, faid he,
(when a youth, and engaged in all the
perplexities of the exchange) I will quit
this flrange {cene the firft hour I am able :
I will cultivate my heart in the fhades,
and liflen to the wvicezerent of heaven,
and fhut my eves for ever on the vanities
of pleafure, the cares of avarice, and
pride of ftation, and walk home to the
houle appointed for all living by the
filent path, the better way, Accordingly
he retired, 1n mature life, to a {mall free-
hold which fell to him by the death of a
diftant relation, and there executed his

purpofcs
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surpofes of wiflom. There he worfhipped
eith an ardent heart, when the lark fung
her firlt fong, and when the fhepherd
rofled him in the noon-tide thadows, and
when the ftar of evening prevailed. Here
he could fmile in mid-night thunder, and
fiz? to his foul, as the firft great caufe to
the warring elements, Peace, be fiiil. A
large grove of flourifhing elms furrounded
his thatch, where many a croaking gene-
ration of clamorous rocks had flourifhed
and paffed away. A {mall niver, well
fupplied with fith, watered his violets at
the bottom of the garden. A few fmall
zcres, well cultivated, furmithed his lictle
family, which confifted of a darling fon,
and a dear daughter, (having loft his wife
fome years bafore) with the neceffaries of
Iifey and I have known him fo 1gnorant
as to 1infift, that nature alked no more,
The fituation of the country about him
was particularly charming to his warm
romantic imaginationf. The diftant prof-
pett of hanging hills, fowithing woods,

b 2 and
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and langhing vallies, he would call the
Deity in capitals; and fay to his children,
“ It looks, my dears, as if in fome good
“difiant day, fome minifter of grace
¢ defcended on this fweet fpoton an errand
“ of mercy, and left his blefling for 1ts
““ charter.” He wore a plain coat, becaule
he thought drefs no material recommenda-
tion of the man; and preferred a plain
difh, becaufe he thought health a bleffing.
He was confident on the fureft profpect,
and merry on the gravelt grounds,  His
religion 1s fummed up 1n a few words,
He fixt his eye fredfaltly on the crofs at
Calvary, as the man of Tarfus did before
him; and walked with jealous feet, and
mace no merit of obedience.

Thefe are fome few of the outlines of g
character with which ourreader will grow
better acquainted as he goes along. Some
particular circumftances of his way of life
may come better, perhaps, from himfelf,
and with thefe we fhall grow ntimate 1n

fome of the following chapters,  CHAP,
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W F Mr, Bentley was happy in himifelf,
2 his family, his fituation, he was much
more fo in the iriendfhip of a worthy man,
who had loved him from the firft know-
ledge of his virtues.  Mr. Fairfield had
been very early in life tramed to a count-
ing-houfe, by an uncle, a merchant of
property; and, as their fituations were
{omewhat {imilar, {oon contracted a par-
ticular faithful friendfhip with young
Bentley 3 he admured the fingularity of his
grave realoning turn, and though the
gatety of his dilpofition did not at that
tuie permit him to profit altogether by
the maxims of his young friend, yet he
always paid a {uperior refpec for the pro-
priety of his opinions; and always was
happy to make a man of chafte humour,
and well correled wit, the direGor of his

B3 © parties
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parties of pleafure. With Farrfield, Mr.
Dentiey was his tutor, his philofopher, his
friend ; and with the other, the epithet
preferred, was my dear brother, my better
genius, Thus united by warm fentiments

of a liberal attachment, a friendfhip began

1n youth, ripened into manbood, and tao’
the flame might be more tempered, it

 burnt as pure at forty as at fourteen. The

difference of fortune, which Mr. Fairfieid
experienced by the death of his uncle,
made no difference in his difpofition, he
fiill loved and revered the independent
raan of inferior fituation, and Bentley, who
alone valued the virtues, thought nothing
of the fortune of his friend, He knew .
an upright heart was the higheft eminence,
which all the acquifition of wealth could
never increafe, nor the frowns of 1ll for-
tune take away, and he laughed at exter-
nal circum{ances of grandeur.

Notwithllanding the cautlous precepts
of his young friend, Mr. Ferrjield was pre-
Cipitattd-
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cipitated by ftrong paffions into an impra.
dent alliance with a young lady of family
and fortune, who, though miftrefs of
every accomplifhment that couid charm
the eye, and fatisfy the judgment, had
been unhappily educated in the principles
of the church of Rome. At frfl this was
not confidered as any objection.  Scarce
fettled in his own principles, thofe of his
wife’s he conceived to be of little confe-
quence, and befide, his affetions were {o
rivetted, and his attachment fo violent,
the cool reafoner had little or no weight
in the argument, the lover altogether pre-
vailed. But time too {oon correCted his
error ; the two firft years of their union
brought them a fon and a daughter, whom
as they advanced to maturity, the father
was careful to initiate in the proteftant
faith, the religion of his fathers; and as
he began to grow daily more convinced
of its importance, he {pared no pains to
fit his children for thetmelves and fociety
and time, and the fﬁtemal world,  This

differ-
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cifference of religious opinion, however,
unhappily fruftrated, in a thort time, every
endeavour of Mr. Fairfield, to maintain
the harmony of his houfhold; and at
length obliged him to yield to a feparation
from his wite, and to allow her the edu-
cation of the daughter, as 1t had been {li-
pulated in the marriage articles, in the
tenets of the church of Rome. He would
plead with her, and belfeech her by all the
charities to renounce a docirine {o big with
error, but the prejudices of education
were fuperior to all perfuafions, tho’ the
wife wept, the religious was inexorable,
and a {eparation very {oon fucceeded.

This was the keenelt afhélion My,
Fairfield hed ever before experienced, his
fortitude was exerctied o the utmoft, and
he found no relicf, fave m the converfa-
tion of his {riend. It was about this pe-
riod, that *Mr. Fentley, after the death of
his wife, had retired from the world, and
as Fairfield had no attachment more dear

Lo

(U EE— N -

e EEA L TErem - i T



(9 )

to him on this fide the grave, he deter«
mined to follow him to his retreat, to imi-
tate his reclufe life, and forget the unfor-
tunate circumftances of his marriage.

His houfe in the country was an elegant
‘manfion, fuired to his {pirit and his for-
tune, and as he particularly preferred it
for its vicinity to the hermitage of Mr.
Bentley, a pleafant walk of about two
miles, made them happy in the coms
pany of each other.  As he ftudied
to give every proof of confidence in the
morals, and ingenuity of his friend, he
fubmitted to him the tuition of his {on,
and, excepting a few months which a law-
{uit compelled him to pafs occaltonally in

town, fpent his time entirely in the coun-
try.

CHAP,
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CHAP I

HE two friends were one evening

A retired from the employment of
their ufeful day, to a fummer-houfe in Mr,
Bentley’s garden, and as found precepts
were conftantly mixed with every difcourfe,
however trivial the fubjeét, Malfter and
Mifs P atley, and Malter Fairjield, were
prefent,  Mifs Bezfy, who was miftrefs of
a {iveet voice, and an accurate ear, had
fung the cuftomary evening hymn, which
fhe pretuly accompanied with her guitar,
and in which all the company chearfully
joined. The old men’s eyes gliftened with
delight, and communicated the rapture to
their children.  The converfation fcon
turning to the beauties of the evening; and
the advantages of a country life, My,
Bentley oblerved to his old friend, that he
had reccived an invitation from London,

IRY
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¢o pafs a few weeks in that city; and, fays
~he, I will thew you the anfwer [ have fent
toit. He writes to mc like a man of this
woild, who has no notion of another: he
writes to me, Sir, 1n the little language of
avarice, and talks of my neglelting the
improvement of my little fortune, and
conceives there 1s no wealth, no blefling,
no peace, no plenty, but what is found
i money. 1tell him, I allow it muft
ever be a wonder to active and impatient
fpirits, that men of a more indolent, eafy
difpofition, can prefer the dull round of
country objects to the chearful vicifficudes
of the town. The man accuftomed to a
reitlefs life of bufinefs, whofe mind is
never difengaged from the counting-houfe,
the warehoufe, the coffee-hcufe, and the
exchange, can never account for that tran-
quillity which may pofieis the minds and
hearts of the {peculative reclufe at a dif-
tance from the great city. I grant the
fame {pot, though art and nature unite to
make it the moit agreeable imaginable,

may
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may weaty in time, even the fancy of the
poet; and a life of calm refleion and
letfure, appears to the world m general,
to be too terrible to be thought of. But I
tell him, Sir, everv plant thrives beft in
the foil to which it 1s adapted ; that the
bufy {pirit 1s not made for folitude, nor
the paffive one for the town ; butthat each
may feel a particular advantage 1n the fitu-
ation his nature requires.  That refpect-
ing myfelf, above my natural affection for
the country, I have every rational objec-
tion to Icenes of art, and milery, and
fraud ; that I conceived my foul not fafe
in the diftrac&ion of Londony and there-
fore, from motives of policy, as well as
regard, withdrew hither. Sweet fpot! I -
hdve now pafled fifteen years in peace and
pleafure, and will, as long as Ilive, bear
witnefs, to your folitary virtues. - 1 will,
if pleafe heaven, never, never forfake this
retreat for humble virtue, chearful hope,
and peaceful meditation ; but lay me down
to relt with the peafants of the valley,

who
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who have never mixed with the miftaken
world, nor been polluted by its ftrange
maxims. 1he refinements of polithed
fociety have no charms for Beutley, The
wifdom (I tell him) that is taught i femi-
naries and {chools of fcience, may feed the
avarice of the mind for knowledge, but
{eldom benefits the heart ; and the con-.
fulion of opinions, with which the libra-
ries-of the learned abound, either tend to
confine men’s prejudices to objects of lit-
tle moment, or to keep the more liberal
in a conftant luctuation of fentiments, and
make them {ceptics n the very worft {enfe
of the word. 'The pride of knowledee,
the pride of wealth, the pride of power,
zhe pride of ftation, agitate the great-city,
my friend, to which you would feduce
me ; and you would urge me, who have
nearly been fhipwrecked by its errors al-
ready, to fet my foot once more in its
mazes, and tempt eternal rum. But pray,
Sir, what joy can a poor uncultivated ruf-
tic, as | call mylelf, takein the aflemblies

Vor. L. C of
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of your polite men, where ceremony is
fubflituted for fenie, and plaufibility for-
honefty and candour ? How fhail I fhare
in the converfation of your beaux efprit,
whofe wit 1s {o foreign to plain fenfe and
{ound wifdom ? The charms of the fair
can no longer faicinate the man of fifty-
three, fince his dear Betfey, his darling
counfellor and tender friend, has forfaken
him for a cold bridegroom in the grave.

._ CHADB.



CHAP IV

Ry 7’0U 1ave opportunities of relaxing

,,L__ the mind, that we cannot have n a
country retirement at the wintery feafon of
the year, you heve the entertainment of
the drama to enliven your evenings; and
a thouland {pecious devices to amufe the
fenfe, and engage the paffions abroad,
when home grows languid, and refleCtion
tirefome ; | mfh you joy of thefe mighty
advantages. The poet and the player
emulate each other, to charm the fancy ;
raife the exhilerating laugh, and awaken
the teiporary tear, But what do you ri-
dicule m the extravagancies of others,
that 1s-not In a degree applicable to your-
felves? The minutie ot difpofition may
differ in different men 5 but there are cer-
tain geperal biafles by which all men may
be dillinguidhed 5 and therefore, whatever
rpul'[lCUI.‘ll tolly we ridicule in others, el-

C 2 ther
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aly
ther on the Ah;ge-&’ the play-houfe, or the
ftage of life, is in fa&t but laughing at
ourfelves, and refle&ing on the weaknefs
of human nature, The fenfation of grief,
which Gariick or Barry may occalion,
“when a king fullers for a laft kingdoin,
or a lover for the infidelity of a miftrefs,
s poffibly an unjuftifiable indulgerce,
when it is refletted how many real objects
of mifery Lourly challenge our pity, and

chatlence our pity m vau,

We readily pronounce thofe opinions
dire¢ted by wifdom, that perfettly cor-
refpond with our own; but find 1t dif-
ficult to account for the oppofite notions
of others. I am perfuaded you will in
this mftance, and many others, call me
fingular and uncommon; but obferve I
cnly mention them as reafons for part of
iy objections to the theatre, and that I
wilh not to dictate to others.

We
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We are {trange {elf-deccivers, we gree-
dily pafs the cheat upon ourfelves, and
are no longer happy than while fancy 1s
tlattered by extravagant delufions, or the
judgment is weakened by powerful ap-
peals to the paffions. Hence we find
bpth fexes of all ages, all degrees of fenfe,
crouding each night to the play-houfe.
The brilliant figures in the boxes, the
bewitching charms of mufic, the air of
delight that is fpread cver every feature,
the wanton attitudes of the aGrefles, and
many other attrations unite, to call off
the mind from more rational fpeculations,
inflame the bofoms of youth with licen-
tious withes ; and fix the attention of grey
age to the follies of paft times, when they
ﬂ:ould be_ better engagefi in preparing for
tne happmefs of the future. I remems-
ber when T was a young man and fond
of romance, the theatre was my conflant
theme, my prevailing infatuation: The
thaplody of bomball was power; the
whining of the lover was charmingly af-

C 3 feCting
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fecting and pathetic ; the richnefs of their
deefles was grandeur in the extreme, and
the clinking of chains in Bajazet and Pi-
errve I confidered the very pinnacle of per-
feCtion.  But I remember too, 1 never
went into a theatre with a vicious view,
nor never came out of it without many.
The poet and the player might both be
innocent, but the theatre collectively cons
lidered, the company and the glare, {jread
the podon which s fo often fatal to the
morais of the youth of both fexes, T re-
member the worft follies of my life took
their rife from that quarter ; and that ths
vagrant connection, which fo long embit-
tered my days, was firlt made at the play-
houfe,

Oh, my dear rural retreat ! my {weet
paltoral fanCtuary from a foolith world |
would I had drawn my frlt breath in
thele fequeltered fhades, or had fought
thy folirude much fooner; but the pre-
feat and the future fhall endeavour to

4L0N¢
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atone for the paft’;. and I will mix with
refined {ocleties no more.

CHAP. V.

7 ANY are my objections, Sir, to
|V London. That mart of wealth,
that feat of learning, that fcene of culti-
vated men. The fulnefs of your ftreets,
and the emptinels of your churches, equal=
Iy perplexed me; and 1 was quite at a
lofs to account for the avidity with which
trifles were anxioufly purfued, and the
indifference and the contempt with which
concerns of the laft moment were treat-
ed. 1 witnefled to the tumults of avarice
in the merchant, and the blindnefs of dif-
fipation 1n his clerk. 1 was fhocked at
the vanity of beauty, the infolence of
wealth, the pride ot notional {uperiority,
and the univer{al weaknefs that prevailed,
I fele myfelt growing very falt into a kind
| of
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of cynical contempt for the world, aud

withdrew in time, to carry a good-natured
pity along with me.

But while I thought at a diflance of
other men’s follies, I {incerely felt for
my own, 1iclt there was little room for
piide 1 men that our boafted wifdom
“is, at befl, but a doubttul light that the
advantages of education, defigned to dil-
tinguith the {cholar from the toiling me-
chanic, were very doubtful pre-eminences
ndeed, That neither Plato nor Ariftotle,
notr Epiffetus, nor Socrates, had difcovered
a ftandard for truth 5 and that moflt of the
queflions that divided the {chools had bet-
ter have been totally negletted. That men
of f{cience, confidered 1n a natural and
perhaps political light, rather confufed
men’s minds, than mended them; and
that in religious matters, all metaphylical
difquifitions rather tended to amufe the
cafuift, than to lead the muliitude the right
way. ;
Refpeci-
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Refpedling your politicians, I confefs
to you, I am very far from entertaining a
blind refpect to my own opinions. [ am
fenfible of every difqualification for a cen-
for, miftaking but too often the pride of
prejudice and fingularity for judgment
and candour. But I am apt to conceive
your politicians, and public contenders
for facred freedom, are very often idle de-
claimers on the one hand, and defigning
or difappointed hippocrites on the other ;
and fhall be more inclined to credit the
profeflions of public philantkropy, when
the duties of the private ftation are more
religioufly obferved. I am aware of what
Greek and Roman charatters may be
quoted, and that our own Britain has
many 1lluftrious authonties upon record,
who have pleaded, who have bled for their
country. But I confefs I have been in-
clined to think 1t pofiible, that with moft,
if not all of thefe, a love of fame, that
untverfal paflion, or fome occult motive
befl known to the parties themfelves, has

| flimys



~fumulated them to publicadts of nationad

unlity, for which pofterity, while they

dhare the benedt, perpetuate the memory
of the man.

In this country, the moft profligate
private chavacter, who impudently pro-
- feffes a liberal love for public virtue, may
ever depend on the countenance and pro-
teCtion of the people: flattered into a
periuafion of their political importance,
the vulgar will readily take the alarm,
when the meafures of government are con-

demned, and a poPular 0pp0ﬁt10n carnctt-
ly {fought for.

‘The prejudices of the ignorant are eafi-
ly fxed, but the moft difficult to be
fhaken, ana thougli they are ever {o {fenfi-
ble of the bleflings of a mild government,
which gives encouragement to induftry,
pr Otealon to life, and fecuuty to pofleflions,
yet they are ealily perfuaded to {wallow
the groflelt abfurdities, which the crafry

leaders
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Feaders of a wild fadion are inclined to
pals upon them.

Such 1s the genius of the Britith mul-
titude, that open and difguiied enemies to
the civil and religious liberties of this
country, may always avail themfelves of
the flale argument, vox poprii, vox Deis
carefully forgetting that the {ame acclama-
tions which were given to King James on
his return mto the city one day, were

equally violent in favour of the Prince of
Orange on another,

I have long been determined to think
little of thefe thmgs. I am perfuaded
“there 1s a day appointed 1n the book of
infinite wildom, 1 which Britain, as well
as Rome, fhall perith, 1 love my king;
I love my country ; without being an en-
thufiall for divine right, or a public pleaa-
er for licentious freedom. When my
te'mples are pillowed on the cold earth,
may the conftitution of Lngland fourifn
unlmn-
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unimpaired for many, many centuries, |
And may this land, to remoteft genera- !
tions, be diftinguithed for wildom and for !
virtue, |

I will ferve the ftate to the utmoft of
1y ability, by giving the beft precept and
example I am able, to my poor neigh-
bours, in time of peace; and m warl |
will gladly unite my arm to theuws, to re-
pel the violence of invaders. But refpet-
ing party, I mult live fuperior to narrow
contentions,  Hvery thing about me in-
ipires a more peaceful temper. 1 culti-
vate my little garden with delight, My
{fon follows me to the field, to afhift in t3ll-
ing the few acres of land that fupply my
table, and my evening hours pafs mernly
~over chearful books, or in fome little ro-
mantic innocent excurfion about the coun-
try: now we hide us 1n the woods, and
wind along the waters, and attend to the
fong of the nightingale, when the moon-
beam filvers o'er the mountains. By

taking
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taking various routs, we enjoy a conftant
fucceflion of frefh profpects, we return re-
luttantly when the landicape begins to
fade, and when the dews of evening warn
us.to depart, are ready o drop a tear along
with them,

CHAP. VL

R. Beintley often exprefled himfelf

'K oddly. Your clergy, fir, your cler-
gy, fir, are——men, of like paflions and
frailties as ourfelves, and I never expected
any {upernatural wildom, any extraordi-
nary talents from them. But a ferious at-
tention to the internal welfare of their
flock, and an earneftnefs in inculcating
the religion of the crofs, were the beft
marks in my efteem of the propriety of a
clergyman’s character. I confined not
myfelf to Paul or Cephas, or. Apallss, but
conceived the good of many proteftant

Vor. L. D feltaries



(26 )
fe¢taries made up one catholic church,
however they differed in {ome particulaf
points of dottrine. T conceived the ori-
einal intention of ‘the pulpit, was merely
to exalt fome decent grave charalter, to
preach {aving truths wich ftrict” devotion,
~and in a language that the poor and the
~ unlearned might underftand the way of
falvation. I thought one capital objection
to the prieﬁéraft of the church of Rome,
was fealing up holy writ from the mult-
tude m an unknown tongue, and that the
tranflation of the Bible promifed to open
the eyes of the blind, and give every man
an opportunity of judging for himfelf in a
concern of everlafting moment. Thefe,
{ir, were {fome of my crude notions refpect-
ing the church and the clergy. Judge
then what I thought of the refinement of
our language, and the politenefs of our
times, to witnefs to the {trange facrifice of
fenfe and orthodoxy, and zeal and fince-
rity, which were™ {0 generally made, to
elegance of language, and a polithed deli-
- very.
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very. At my time I remember, 1 very
many chaiaels and churches about the me-
tropolis, common fenfe was violently de-
poled, and poetry reigned i its ftead. We
had the chimax of T#!ly, inflead of the
oreat deliverer’s fermon on the mount, we
had figure and metaphor, and extracts from
polithed poets ; becaufe the language of
bafe fithermen was not {o well adapted to
amnfe the croud.  To amufe the croud'!
yes, fir ; look to your evenng lectures, de-
livered in {pruce wigs and ftarched bands,
and tell me if the audience is not to the
full as polite, as it is pious; tell me if
moral philofophy, fuch as the poor heathen
Epiffetus taught, is not all you hear; and
whether that deficient morality for this
day is not the moft inconfiderable part of
this leCture?  Where 1s fober reafoning ¢
where are the bold "appeals to the con-
{ciences of callous men ? where is the
‘honeft zeal of theambaffadors of heaven ?
all is loft, all is forgotten, all is facrificed
to found and pleafant period.  Like men

| D2 who
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who have a certain bufinefs to execute in
a certain time, they lofe all in tharpéning
their tools, If a charity {ermon 1s to be
preached, how much 1s trufted to a pathe-
tic pifture 1~ A deferted orphan, helplefs,
forlorn, abandoned to the wide uncharit-
able world, are fo many common place
figures of rhetorick, to make old gentle-
women and fimple virgins fubfcribe to the
plate’ at the door; and as if chriftiats
"were to. be entertained by a difcourfe in a

church, as by a leCture in a coffee-room,”

“death, hell; judgment and futurity, are
‘not touched upon at all, or elle only
at a diftance. I know many learned ratio-
nal glorious exceptions to this character,
1 know men who. would have ‘been an ho-
nour to the chriftian church, and true
catholic faich in the firft ra of its inftitu-
tion, but I obferved the evil I have men-

tioned {preading very faft, and pzomxfc*d
to gain ground ¢ 1a1ly

I chule
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I chufe my children fhould read the
Bible without a comment, for refpecting

myfelf, I was injured by the learned ex-
pofitors of my day.

€CHAP VII.

E Often think of an expreffion faid to
be made by the Czar of Mufcovy
when in England, that he had but one
lawyer in his whole dominions, and would -
have his head taken off the moment he
returned to Mofcow. 1 fhall trouble you
with no opinion. refpecting your attorneys:
folicitors, &c. becaufe that happens to
be one of the folitary {fentiments in which:
all mankind are united.

Perhaps your apothecaries.make a trade
of a icience, and as for your phyficians,
they are gentlemen ; but to foften a lit-
tle the G&{@i@cal appearance of paft ani-

7 D3 mad-
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madverfions, fuppofe, fir, I fay in the
language of an Old-Fewry rhetorician, O
Britain ! Britain! thy daughters are as
fair as the lilies of the valley, and thy
fons are as fenfible as they need be, and
who fhall pafs ftriCtures upon them ?

Nothing 1s more certain than that all
men can fee fmall errors in others, and be
ignorant of material miftakes in them-
felves ; the eye can {ee all things but it-
lelf y and Mr. Bentley condemned perhaps
(good man as he was) with a very indif-
ferent grace, the love of warm language
in our young preachers, if it is confider-
ed how fubject the animation of his brain
was €0 traniport him beyond the limits of
cool reafon. But it mult be admitted
his romantic wild paffion for rural beau-
ties, often betrayed him into a novelty
of expreffion, which rather fhewed a wifh
to be freed from the mechanical fetters of
common converfation, than a {tudy to ot-
fend any grammatical niceties, that are

' ‘ gene-



(31 )
generally expected by the pedant. Refpé&ﬂ

ing fchool laws, however, he laughed at
thofe who were confined by them, and what
was very remarkable, could forgive his
{fon an hundred falfe concords, and as
‘many confufions of cafes, fooner than one
~filly expletive in difcourfe, one indecent
or irregular expreflion. We fhall make
no apology for this digreffion, but proceed

to Mr. Bentley’s letter.

In fhort, fir, the ceremony, the art,

the avarice, the doubtful ceconomy of the
oreat city, drove me to thefe retreats, to

commune with a weak heart and be fill, I
will now account to you for my time, and
truft you will be fatisfied, that the duties
of the domeftic private ftation, if pros
perly attended to, are fufficient for many
hours of the four-and-twenty, and that
ro a man ftudious to at a ufeful part, no
retirement need be inactive. A good Spa-
nifb proverb has it, The devil tempts all men

but the idle man—theidle man teinpts the devil
the
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the force of this adage everhad its weight
with me. A mind totally dilengaged
from care, will naturally prey upon it-
{elf, and for want of outward objes to
fix its attention, will be perplexed with
an infinite variety of vexation ; hence per-
haps it arifes, that men of ealy indepen-
dent fortunes, often purfue extravagancies
in vice, the vulgar little dream. of : the
natural degeneracy of the heart, 1s cer-
tainly the fame in all men, but all men
have not the fame opportunity of purfu-

ing the vicious bent of their paffions,

''he poor and prudent mechanic, who is
confined to the counter or the warehoufe,
the hammer or the anvil, from dawn to
the decline of day, who has a family to

provide for, a charaCter to preferve, an

interelt to promote, and a little neceflary
property to fecure, makes home the great
obje¢t of his care; he has little opportu-
nity of debauching his mind by vicious
books, or of corrupting his principles by ir«
regular {ociety, The refinements of learn-

ing:
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ing he leaves to men of more tafle, the
confidence of knowledge betrays him intor
no error, he thinks the laws eftablifhed in
profouxnd wifdom, and the gofpel he ac-
knowledges to be the grand criterion of
truth, and prefumes not to afk queftions
‘about them. Had men of fortune I fan-
‘cy more engagements for their minds,
their hearts would be lefs corrupted. It
is the weight of time, the terrors of let-
fure, the valt blank of thought, that peo-
ples the ftews, the card tables, and the
idle circles of fathionable folly that uni-
verfally abound. It is leifure leads the
fenator to the horfe-race, and the peer to
the bagnio. The daughters of induftry
are feduced by men of leifure, the fons of
plain citizens are corrupted by men of
leifure, the ridiculous fopperies of drefs
and converiation are propagated by men
of leiiure s and I will mantain that the
nattve genius of this country, is facri-
ficing very falt to the vices of men of

letdure 5 their luxuries, their debauche-
rIes ;
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-ries : their favage maxims have reached
the peafant at the ploughfhare, and the
plain manners of our hardy forefathers
promife very foon to be totally forgotten,
The tradefman and the aruft I muft ever
confider to be the velt finews of the ftate,
and therefore reverence the Dean of Sz
Patrick’s inclination to refped every cob-
ler that paft him, and g§ think with him,
that the man who makes two blades of
corn grow, where but one grew before,
1s far more ufeful to fociety than the

whole tribe of leifure literatt put toge-
ther,

CHAP.
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CHAP VIL

D EFORE I withdrew, fir, hither, I
LY weighed maturely pofible difap-
pointments again{t probable advantages,.

what I was fure to renounce, aad whatl
was uncertain of attaining, I had my ap-
prehenfions, left an excefs of folitude, af-
ter much bufile, might drive me back to
care and commerce ; but I found my de-
fictencies of moral wifdom too great, not
to rifque fome prefent convenience to re-
trieve it, I thought with that feet poet
Mr. Thomfon, I could not go where univer-
fal love not reigned around 3 and befide, I
had a notion of a phyfical or conftitutional

as well as a moral rational happinefs, and
refolved to truft fomething to it.  The

tratning of my little ones for heaven, is a
work of care and attention. The little
land I came poflefled of by the death of
my coufin had been long neglected, and I

found
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found the difpofitions of the poor rufticks
- about me, in little better fitvation. 1 de-
termined to cuitivate both to. the utmott
of my power, by the {weat of my brow,
and the maxims of my mind. An early
attention o batany oives me a {mattering
Knowledge of the virtues of fimples, ard |
this ftudy I daily employ 1n the fervice |
of humanity 3 nor is divinity, my dehghtful |
me_duat;on, forgot to be applied where it s |
wanted, The old {hepherd reclines his
gley head upon his crook, and blefles me
for the truths that I teach him 3 and when
the oxen are releafed from the team, the
plough-boy feeks for infiruction. When
little differences arife, Iarbitrate between
the parties, and in every difficulty or
doulbt, am applied to as a counfellor and
a friend. The poor man divides my little
loaf with me, and the fainting traveller
refts him at my porch, and rejoices over
the fruit of my vintage. My little income
is fufficient for the utmoft withes of my

heart, and enables me to-cloath the naked,
and
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and feed the hungry, and relieve the ne-
ceflitics of patient merit, and make the
whole hamlet {mile about me. My {on
chearfully aflifts me in- thefe duties, he
carries the medicine to the fick, and di-
vides the burden with the weary. The
fmall. knowledge of books I allew him
gives him a confequence for his learning,
and he employs the little influence he
thus acquires with much judgment and
difcretion. I tell him a fur gown or gold
" chain can never exalt a man mntrinfically,
por the loweft offices of humanity degrade
- him, When you fee the aged, my {on,
{ftooping under their bundle of dry fticks,,
~fee you lay the faggot at their door ; and if:
“the proud man condemns your educationy
pity him, and pafs him by, My dear and:
- darling daughter {fupplies to- me in great
- meafure the lofs I have {uftained in her
“dear mother; fhe amply rewards my ten-
-der care of her infancy, by a diligence of
- duty I cannot defcribe to you. The con-

“duct of my little family is hers ; her ceco-
[ Yor. 1. L © - nomy
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nomy at home enables her to be hiberal

abroad ; and fhe loves all my beft leflons,
and pioully purfues them. When the bu-
finefs of the field, or the neceffities of our
neighbours keep my fon and I longer ab-
{fent than ufual, the {weet {imile of affecti-
onate complacency welcomes our return,
the decent table is prepared, the chear-
ful blaze provided, and the harmony of |
the evening begins. She has naturally a
{weet voice, and plays with {fome correct-

nefs on the harpfichord ; my fon s a tolera- |

- e — T e e L. E———
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ble proficient on the flute, and refpeting
myfelf I can only furnifh fome rude bal.

lads to aid our concert occafionally. I hunt
fometimes, and fith more frequently, I
{moke a pipe now and then with the cu-
rate, club a dry joke with the barber,
talk of pronouns and participles with the
{choolmalter, and condemn {muggling
with the excife-man. I have compofed
fome {craps of poetry, but of that no mat-

terl

In
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In one corner of my little garden 15 an
humble hermitage, made up of roots, and
decorated with fome memento’s of morta-
lity, to which in my chearfullelt moments
[ retire. 1 converfe there with the preach-
ine dead, and fay to the worm, Thou art
my fitter. [ think of the conquerors that
have dropt their truncheons in the cold
orave, of wits that are & cvery fient,
and of beauties that have refigned their
graces.  They teach me what Tam, and
what I foon muft be ; and I thank death
for preaching fo profoundly. My library
s a very {mall one, and confined to books
of moral entertainment.  Philofophy and
fcience find no harbour there, for, alas ! fir,
I have little or no refpect for worldly wii-
dom.

I almoft forgot to mention one of my
dear Deffey’s more favourite engagements,
and that 15, I have committed to her entire
care, the inftruction of about a dozen poor
children.  She calls them, fir, drooping

ko2 fiowers
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flowers of the defart, that want a tender
hand to fultain themy and fure, papa, the
fay:, with God’s blefling, they fhall 4ind
one. [ will teach them all you have {o
wifely taught me, and I hope one day to
{te mv afliduity anfwered. Tender, ful-
ceptible fweet girl, how my {oul doats up-
on your virtues; in the morning of life
vou fhine with meridian luftre. The fa-
ther, the father, my child, will ever glory
in the goodnefs of his daughter, and the
Father of all will reward it. |

Thus, fir, I have defcribed to you fome
few of my many objetions to the great
city, and my attachments to Carinarthen-
Shire.. You will never more, I am per-
fuaded, invite nie to London.  Here my
affections are engaged, here my reafon is
fatisfied, and here I fhall lay my afhes.
A plain and peaceful flone fhall one day
cover my remains, and no pride of epi-
taph fhall draw the traveller to gaze at 1t.
‘The villagers perhaps for fome few years

may
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may tell how much Iloved them, but all
things {oouer or later are forgotten. No
matter, fir, no matter. Here Mr. Benut-
ley concluded, and Mr. Fairfield, atter
thanking his old friend for the enter-
tainment of his letter, took his cane and

departed,



( 42 )

CHAP IX

1 OW few is the charatter of Mr.
2. Bentley calculated to pleafe? The
man of the world will call his fingulanty
contemptible, the man of learning will
ridicule his firange maxims, but the man
of fenfe and candour fhall forgive the mii-
takes of his benevolent heart, and pity the
errors of his underftanding,

If ever man was happy upon earth, it
was Mr. Bentley ; he was indifferent about
the general vexations of fenle and time,
and confident in his prefpects of futurity.
The blefiing of his neighbours waited upon
him, for in the language of holy Fob, he
was ““ eyes to the blind, and feet to the
lame, and a father -to the poor.” His
friend diflinguithed him with the molt
cordial regard, and lis children did ho-

§ Doy
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nour to the education he gave them.
Mafter Bentley was a modelt fenfible lad
of fifteen, intirely freé from the impetuous
vivacity which generally marks the tem-
pers of young men at that period. He
was inquifitive for, and fufceptible of,
knowledge, but a fenfe of the vanity of
human wifdom, joined to 'a: fuperficial -
knowledge of himlielf, correfted any de-
gree of pride, that might refult from the
fuperiority of his genius. He wifhed not
to wafte the midnight lamp for fame, but
from what his own judgment fuggelled,
he thought his father had confined him.
He would with at times to be permitted
to fee fomething of the great world, and
hoped he fhould be fuperior to its temp-
tations. He was however content to follow
the parent’s precepts to the utmoft,
doubted much of his ftrength, and obeyed
his father with pleafure,  As we hear in
Mr. Bentley’s letter, he would follow the
old man to.the field, and help to turn the
flllI'OW in the fpring, and bind up the

X ~ fheaves
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theaves in autumn; and when the bufy
~duty of the day was done, would watch
the planctary worlds, and {ludy the folar
fyftem. ~ For Mr. Bentley had taught his
children; {ome general laws of aftronomy,
to imprefs upon their young minds a {o-
lemn fenfe ot his wifdom and power, by
whom the infinity of {pace was peopled.
He was ready at every call of humanity,
and f{o tenderly confcious of the weaknefs
of our natures, that had an enemy curfed
him in his wrath, he would have embraced
and wept over him.

Mifs Bentley was two years younger than
her brother, but had a dilcretion and pro-
priety of thinking miuch beyond her age.
Her perfon was rather fhort, and her thape
proportionally flender ; there was an ele-
gance 1n every limb, and a {fweet {fymme-
try in all her features. The bloom of her
cheeks rather fpoke the health of a ruftic,
than the delicate vermilion of a court
beautyy her.eyes conveyed a modeft fenfi-

bility
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bility when fhe {poke, and a confcious in-
nocency of thought when filent. Her papa
had given her early in life his fentiments
refpeCting the drefs that pleafed him, and
a natural lovely tafte direted her, in the
little ornaments of her perfon; her fine
hair hung negligently in loofe curls about
her neck, and the placing a few artificial
tlowers was tlie only attention fhe paid it ;
an elegant fimplicity was exprefled in eve-
ry thing fhe wore, and her neatnc[s was ra-
ther a pattern for the peafants daughters to
imitate, than the effet of any defireto diftin-
guith herfelf above them. She was modeit
without affectation, and lively with the
firicteft prudence; diffident of her own
{enfe, and timidin converfaricn 3 her know-
ledgewas very farfrom being confined to the
duties of thedomeftic Ration, but Mr. Bexsley
thought he confulted fome prudence in di-
reting a confiderable fhare of her attention
that way. She had all the eafy natural po-
litenefs that is fuperior to ftudy, and that
fenfe of good breeding which defpifes form.

4 Her
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‘Her father had carefully cultivated a re-
{peciful tender diflance of behaviour be-
tween his children, which conftantly pre-
{ferved the ftri¢teft harmony and good
nature: her tenderncs, if poflible, was {u-
“periorto that of herbrother, the pain of the
minuteft animal, would give her an incon-
ceivable fenfation ; if afly ftiugeled n the
water, fhe would ¢.adly go ami'e tofave it;
and would obje€t to waising; i the grals
-in fummner, leic her foot {hould mjure {fome
-poor infect, and fhorten 1ts buly day, She
was devout with the ftricteft piety, and
conftantly chearful and refigned; her fen-
timents were free from prudith aufterity,
‘yet ferious and well guarded 3 fhe was, m
{hort, my dear reader, millrefs of every
accomplifhment, I wifh for 1n a wite, and
perhaps I have a lady m my 1dea, who an-
{wers to all the beft {trokes of this pitture.

CHAP.
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CHAP X

T is remarked in the beginning of

this volume, that Mafter Iairfield was
committed to Mr. Bentley’s care and tut-
tion. The young gentleman therefore
went conflantly every morning, with his
little fatchel, to Mr. Bentley’s, and con-
fidered him rather as a father and a friend,
than a mafter and a teacher 3 he was near
his fourteenth year, and poflefled a ftrong
mind that promifed to credit his tutor ;
a particular friendfhip fubfifted between
the lads, and a {tri¢l emulation to keep
pace with each other tn their learning was
mutually beneficial. Mr. Bentley faw with
pleafure that they promifed-to perpetuate
the good under:ianding, that had fo long
{ubfited between their iathers, and ‘con-
ceived the flame of friendihip would be
preferved, when the turf fhould flourith
over his bones. My dear children, he

would
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would fay, continue long to love each
other as you do now; when your fathers
are diffolving in duft, this precept fhall
do you fervice. When you have wit-
nefled to the treachery of the world in
{fome few years to come, you will find an
afylum in each other that wil never fail
- you. You have talents to ferve the world,
and may one day be a bleffing to {ociety,
but if you are wife with prudence, you
will be cautious of engaging too deeply
in the conduét of the great world ; you
will make this or fome other retirement
your home, and be content with the {o-
ciety of yourlelves, and benefit your fel-
low creatures at a diftance from the great
city. In this kind of familiar fiile Mr.
Bentley conveyed all his nftructions, and
the boys eyes would gliften with pleafure ,
when he talked, they would grafp his
hand m earneft attention, and think him
an oracle of wifdom. Mifs Bentley, who
always loved to be near her papa, was ge-

nerally prefent when- his darling young
: friends,
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friends, as he called them, were inftruét-
ing ; the would witnefs at a modeft dif-
tance to the behaviour of her brother and
Fgirfield; and fhare in the general leflon
that was given. Whatever was the rea-
fon, fhe thought thele mltructions the
moft delightful of any her papa could
oive, and would difpatch her little do-
meflic concerns with uncommon diligence,
that fhe might never be abfent a moment.
Asfhe carried her work conftantly with
her, her needle would be frequently idle,
and a fort of pleafing abfence to every
thing, but the objects before her, take
place of every other confideration. She
was . happy to join with her papa in every
- encomium upon her brother, nor did young
Fairfield fail of his reward. On the other
hand, the young firanger confidered the
prelence of Mifs Bemtley efientially necef-
fary, to make the leffons of her father
fink deeper into his mind. His eyes wouid
frequently feek a glance from hers, and if

lhe was abfent a moment, inftinétively
VoL, I. 13 furh
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turn towards her chair, Mr., Bentley’s ap-
probation made him proud, but the fmile
of his daughter made him happy. He
would carefully ftudy a fitvation, that
might keep her conftantly in his view, and
was tenderly officious in watching for op-
portunities to pleafe her. At diner-time
- his chair was drawn conflantly clofe to
hers, and he would attentively confult her
looks to fetch any thing before (he afked
for 1. If a queltion elcaped her {weet
lips, he trembled and hefitated for an an-
{wery and 1f his difcourfe infenfibly turned
to Mifs Betfy, the {weet girl would blufh,
and not readily reply. As Mr. Bently
and his fon were frequently abient 1n the
fields, or in the neighbouring wvillages,
Malter Fairfield would be preparing his
leflon at home, and enjoying the com-
pany of his dear Betfy. But if the young
lady, as was her conftant fludy, was en-
gaged In any tender offices abroad, at-
tending the {ick bed, or diflrbuting bread

¢0 the indigent, he would make a thous
fand

\
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fand excufes to attend her on her way, or -
meet her in the evening at her return.
[ie loved to walk under a row of {olemn
clms, that almoft darkened the path at
mid-day, and figh with a pleafing anxiety,
and live upon the image of Mifs Bentley.
He would wait for her with impatience at
fome fhle he expected her to pafs, and the
ight of any diftant female firanger upon
the common, would urpe his feet fwiftly
towards her ; but when near enough to be
convinced of his miftake, he would - flop
fhort, pafs the back of his hand acrofs
his eyes, and return dejected to his fta
tion., |

'llll‘.‘
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CHAP XIL

Q U CH was the {ituation of the little
9, family at Mr. Bentley’s. The mo-

deft diffidence, the tender {enf{ibilities of a
~ delicate paffion, kept Mafter Fairfie/d long
filent, and we fhall only obferve at pre-
{fent, that the young gentleman had many
advantages both of perfon and mind, about
which the amiable ruftic was very far

from being infenfible.

Mafter Dentley had been fent one
morning to the village, on an errand of
mercy, tO carry a warm coat and a pair
of flockings to the induflrious father of
a large family ; but waiting longer than
ufual, his father began to grow unealy ; 1t
was certain his knowledge of decorum
would not keep the family from dinner,
and they waited with patience till that

gime. The hour arrived, but brought
with
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with it no fon, no brother, no friend. The
afternoon advanced, and the old gentle-
man began to grow unealy ; he difguiled
his fears, however, from his daughter
fome time, till he could reftrain his anxi-
ety no longer. He was {ure fome extra-
ordinary accident had happened to retard
him, and he was determined to {eek the
caufe. Young Farrfield attended, They
had {carce left the houfe an hundred paces,
when they perceived Bentley making flow-
ly for his home, {upporting the feeble
knees of an old officer, who was ftooping
to the earth in {fome excefs of forrow.
Mr, Bentley did not wait to be informed
of the circumftances of his cafe, 1t was
~{ufficient that he was a man and afiliCted.
He flew to the afliftance of his fon, and
fuftained the ftranger’s {inking head, ad-
miniftered to his immediate wants, and
waited unpatiently for his ftory.

R CIIAP,
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CHAP X

OU f{ee before you, fir, 2 man of

no common mifery, was the firlt
fentence that he uttered. I have been
wounded, fir, in fighting my country’s
battles often, but my heart never bled till
riow—no, fir, never bled till now. But
all muft be foon over.” Here a flood of
tears bathed his reverend face, and he
was filent for many minutes. Then re-
covering a little his fainting fpirits, ¢ You
will judge, fir, from the colour of my
coat, that I have the honour of bearing
his Majefty’s commiffion, and from the
difcreditable appearance that I make be-
fore you, will guefs I am reduced to half
pay. Excepting the difgrace i1t brings
upon an honourable profeffion, I have no
objeftion to the confinement of my cir-

cumflances, for 1 have been ufed to live
hard,
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hard, and am very indifferent about tri-
fling confiderations, In Flanders 1 have
flept chearfully on my arms whole nights,
with no pillow but the damp earth, no
covering but the-tempeft ; when Count
Daun furprized the Pruffian camp, and
forced the piquet in dead of night, I was
wounded by the fide of the brave Mar-
fhal Keith, but it was denled me to die
with him. I was wounded 1 my left-
arm at the plains of Minden, and loft this
eye by a blow from a Freuch fufee 1n a
{kirmifh. This, fir, and much more I have
fuffered, but fuffered without repining, for
I dedicated my life to the fervice of my
~country, and was prepared to lofe it
every hour. I fear, fir, 1 am tedious,
I am troublefome ; 1 give you pain, my
fweet young lady; but bear with me, fir,
bear with me, my young friends, a little
longer, for I am very old, and my intel-
lects may have fuffered for ought I know ;

and perhaps I dwell too much upon the
exploits
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exploits of the foldier, when I fhould ac-
count to you for the anguifh of the man,

I am now, fir, more than flixty years
of age ; yes, fir, the bleak winds of more
than fixty winters have whiftled round
this weak head, and a few grey hairs are
all the honours they have left me. I have
paflfed more than forty vears of my life in
the fervice, yet have lived to fee this day ;
but my old heart is broken within me,
and all muft very foon be over.” Here
he paufed again, and laid his hand upon
his heart, and wiped the dew from his
forehead, fixed his fireaming eyes upon
the ground, and was f{ilent, The old {ol-
dietr’s affiiction exeited a general {ympa-
thy round Mr. Bentley’s fire-fide; the
young lady watched the emotion of her
father, while her tears trickled faft down
her bofom: and her brother inclined his
handkerchief to the officer’s cheek, but
withdrew 1t for fear of offending,

Again
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Again he reaflumed his ftory, “ My
father, who carried arms under the Duke
of Marlbsrough, trained me from infancy
for the field, and before he died, which
happened at the latter end of Queen
Aung’s reign, procured for me a military
commiffion. Indeed 1t was the only {ub-
fitence that he left me. I was then very
young, and the charms of a cockade ope-
rated, 1n -its full force, on the vanity of
the young foldier. I fhall pafs over the
idle gallantries of my youth, and proceed
to that period of my life, which imme-
diately leads to the diftrefling dilemma,
under which my foul now labours. At
the age of thirty-five, when the fire of
~youth gives place to more temperate paf-
flons, my regiment being quartered at
Nottingham, 1 was ntroduced to the -ac-
quaintance of a genteel family, and forms
ed a rational attachment for the eldeft
daughter of it. The young lady was pers
fonally agrecable, but poflelt in my efteem
2 qualification far more engaging and ef-

fentlal
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fential in the marriage ftate, an uncom-
mon harmony of difpofition, and fweet-
nefs of temper, that charmed all who
were dillinguifhed by her acquaintance,
Her fortune was indeed very inconfider-
able for a man in my inferior fituation,
but I had acquired early in life a con-
- tempt for mercenary contracts, and as her
friends were pleafed to entertain fome pre-
pofleflion in my favour of my prudence,
they made little hefitation in gratifying
my wifhes, and we were in a few months
united. Seven happy tranquil years had
expired m the ftri¢teft harmony and af-
fection, before my Jfabells blefled me with
a daughter. A profound peace prevailed
at that time throughout Eurepe, and I
had turned my {word into a ploughihare,
and enjoyed the fweets of domeftic repofe.
My daughter was fcarce a year old when
war broke out again, and as I had an op-
portunity of procuring a licutenantcy in a
marching regiment, on very advantage-
ous terms, by the advice of my friends I

once
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once more purfued the fortune of the
field, and carried a pike into Germany.
My dear wife, who had been educated
with a delicacy 1ll-fuited to the hardthips
of a camp, loved me too tenderly to re-
main behind, and we carried our darling
treafure, young as it was, along with us.
At this period of my {ad ftory the dark-
nels of to-day, the darknefs of to-day
begins. My regiment being quartered
in a village in Germany, uncommonly plea-
fant 1n 1ts fituation, my Jfaoelle, who was
pafionately fond of the country, and par-
ticularly charmed with the novelty of the
{cenes before her, would frequently {oli-
cit me to walk with her. I was never
“quite happy when abfent from her an hour,
and loved toavail myfelf of fome retirement
from the more noily converfation of the.
camp, to talk with her of palt peace, and
{ugoeft plans for the future. [ loved her
each day better than the former, for each
day fome virtue improved apon me. I

the duty of my ftation confined me, the -

would
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would often ramble alone with a favour-
ite author, -or 1n company with one or
more of the.officers ladies. O, fir! how
fhall I recount what follows ? One morn-
ing, one fatal morning, the afked my con-
fent, as I could not attend, her myfelf, to
make one with a little rambi; ling party of
- female friends, and promifed to be back
again by dinner. O my {weet Bellg ! lit-
tle did we then think that we were about
to be feparated for ever. The child was
fleeping in the cradle, and as fhe always
kiffed it before fhe left the room, I think
fince I remember fhe dwelt upon it with
uncommon rapture, and looking me ten-
derly in the face, afked with a fmile, if I
did not each day trace fome new likenefs
of its mother. 1 remember to have felt
an uncommon fenfation at the time. I
would have anfwered her, but an inex-
preflible fomething arofe in my throat, I
could only prefs her ardently to my bo-
fom, and gaze attentively on her face,
and that of the child’s, and indulge an

. €X=
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extraordinary emotion in {ilence, I never,
fir, was difpofed to be fuperftitious, but
confefs to you, I have thought {fomething
at times of a noffible 1vifible agency,
and have been inclined to credit a {ym-
pathy, fuperior to a common comoination
of matter. What I then felt I feel eve,
and fhall perhaps even when the clay cold
hand of death 1s on me. But, fir, to be
brief, the campaign was begun, and fome
hoftilities had been committed on both
fides, and as I have fince learned, my
wife and her cbmpanions, falling in with
2 fmall party of our troops that were ap-
pointed to forage, they were furprized by
2 fuperior force of the enemy, and the
~ladies made captives with the prifoners of
var.  You, fir, I conceive frcm what 1
fee before me, have been a hufband your-
feif, and can more eafily feel, than I de-
[cribe, the anguifh that I then endured,
the tortures that long overwhelmed me :
when hope gave way to the moft diftrefl-
ing fear, and the horrors of defpair {uc-

Vo, L. G ceeded ;
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ceeded ; for days and weeks, months and
years, I enquired for her in vain, and
pafled my time in the moft frantic extra-
vagancies, till my intelleCts were nearly
thaken.” Mr. Bentley placed his elbow
on his knee, grafped his handkerchief in
his hand, and laid his facc upon it.

CHAP,
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¢ AR T length, fir, timeand the hurry of

A my profeffion healed up my wounds
in part, but they will ¢fzen bleed afrefh to
this day. I continued abroad till the end
of laft war, when my regiment being or-
daered for England, was foon after broke,
and myfelf reduced to half pay. After the
lofs of my wife, I felt myfelf a firange fo-
litary creature, difqualified altogether for
mixt focieties ; the noife of intemperate
mirth, and the {allies of fafhionable wit,
had no charms for my mind ; and I with-
drew as foon as poffible from the circle
of a large military acquaintance, and de-
voted my whole ftudy and afiiduity to
revive the beft image of my loft J/z-
belia, by cultivating my daughter’s mind.
I watched over her infant hours with un-
common attention, and noted every little
gradation of reafon with pleafure. As fhe

G 2 ad-
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advanced to years of difcretion, my litile
fund was taxed to the utmoft to provide
her the beft mafters, .and I had the fatis-
taction of {fecing my pains rewarded. . On
the reduction of my circumilances, T re-
tired to a little village in the North of
Enclend, to obferve the firifter frugality
of hiving, and be enzbled to leave a better
provifion for my daughter, You would
fay, if ever you had feen her, that fame,
who has long been lavifth in her praife,
could not fay too much of my lovely //a-

bella Barton, Her perfon 15 uncommonly
elegant and majeftic, and the graces of her
foul would chiarmy you. Shewas the con-
{lznt theme of vouth, and the admiration
of age. A finct exemplary condu& en-
aeared her to the pious 3 an extraordinary
brilliancy of underflanding recommended
her to the fenfible 3 the gay were chaftifed
by her wit, and the grave were fupported
by her example.  When the mother re-
proved the daughter, {ie diretted her at-
‘tention t0 Mils farien.  When the bro-

ther
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ther pleaded with his fifter, he would ade
vife her to be guided by Mifs Barton.
And when the lover complimented his
miftrefs, it was enough if he compared het
to Mils Barton. You will {ufpect all this
to be the prejudice of the father, but the
whole village will witnefs to the truth of
it. I dwell more particularly on this pic-
ture, toaccount in part for fome rath mif-
takes that follow..

As the moft polite people about us
foucht earneftly to be diftinguifhed by her
acquaintance,. I was obliged to fuifer occa-
fional intrufions upon my {olitude, and to
contract a famuiar correlpondence with -
many of my genteel neichbours,  Being
invited one day with my daughter,. on a
varty of pleafure, to a gentleman’s houfz,
fome littie diftance fmm my own, 1 had
an opportunity of witnefling to fomethin

- r_r..:;

particularly corredt in tne b;..m:».flo'..lr o
young officer at my friend’s table, I .~
Arele wigh his whoele azportment at
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ficht, and fought ftudioufly to lead hins
into converfation. Ilearned he was about
eighteen years of age, and pofielt a
judgment would have done honour to
eight-and-twenty, He made the moft ac-
curate remarks on men and manners, when
good breeding compelled him to {peak,
but feemed to have a jult refpect for the
weight of years; would call his obferva-
tions curfory and imperfec, and modeftly
requeited to be corretted by the better un-
derftanding of the company, Icould not
account for it at the time, but I took par-
ticular delight 1n his company, and gave
him a general nvitation to my table, The
more opportunities I thus had of obferving
the firictnels of his fenfe, and the proprie-
ty of his behaviour, the more forcible was
my prejudice in his favour.

During my travels in foreign parts, I
had {een and converfed with many accom-
plithed young men, but thought I had
never, til then, feen one for whom-nature

had
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had cone fo-much, or educationimproved:
more. He had much of the knowledge:
of the {chools; without any of their forma--
lities 3 and from:.the little time he had lived.
in the world,. had acquired a knowledge:
of human nature, often wanting at four-
{core. In fhort, fir, I had fuch an-entire
confidence n his integrity, and fuch a re-
oard for his company and converfation,.
that I infifted he would confider my houfe
as his.own, while he flaid in that part of
the country, and treat me in every refpect
as a companion, a friend, and a father:
You will think this conduét imprudent on
account of my daughter, but to confefs a
- truth to you, I thought I had obferved a
dawning paflion for each other, and was
inclined to encourage it, if it could be
done confiftently with my daughter’s ho-
nour and my own.  Relpecting his for-
tune, he had informed me, it depended
folely on his {word, and that his family
were either totally extinét, or the remain-
g bganch of it lived in total obfcurity.

* This
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This fatishied my doubts, refpedting the
offer of my daughter, and confirmed his
title to my protection..

I one day took occafion to found my
Eella 1n his favour, and received the frank-
ceft declaration of her with to be regu-
- lated, in every circumftance of life, by
my inclination, and exprefled herfelf, as
far as delicacy would permit, ready to at-
tend to the firlt notice the young gentle-
man fhould pay her. But, papa, {aid fhe
with-a imile, you take perhaps more pains
than is neceflary, m pleading for this pos
lithed foldier, for I affure you, confider-
ing he 1s {o polite a man, he has the leaft
callantry for a military fivain, that ever 1
heard of. I conceived what fhe faid to be
an additional proot of his prudence and
difcretion, and determined, on fome future
day, to give him my {entiments on the
fubject of my intention ; previous to this
eclairciffement I was called fuddenly to
town, to attend the fick-bed of a gentle-

man
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mat who ‘had intrufted me with the ma-
nagement of a little eftate in my neigh-
bourhood, and wholwanted my affiftance in
regulating his affairs. Apprehenfive his
illnefs would prove fatal, I took an af-
fetionate leave of my daughter, and a
cordial one of my young friend, and repair-
ed for the great city. There to my great
joy I found the gentleman recovered ; the
fertling of my accounts detained me a
very few days, and [ flew back again, ra-
ther with the tranfport of a lover, than
the affeCtion of a father, to take my
child again to my arms, doubly endear-
ed to me by abfence,

CHAP,
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Was impatient of every delay, {carce

allowed mvfelf neceffary refrefhments
on the road, =ad the moment the chaife
ftopped at the village, flew to meet the
embraces of my darling [fabella. So eager
were my withes, I did not allow myfelf
time to confider the evening was very far
advanced, and all the family might be
probably 1n bed, but haflened to fee my
daughter. A favourite dog welcomed
me the moment I laid my hand on the
Jatch of the outward gate, and as I found
every thing quiet, I gently opened the
ftrect door, with a key I always carried
my pocket, and proceeded with a cauti-
- ous {lep, for fear of giving her an alarm,
gently to my daughter’s chamber ; a lamp
that was burning in the chimney, led me

A8
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to her bed-fide ; T laid my hand upon the
curtains, and fﬂft ly withdrew them, and
was about to whifper her name, in the
foftelt accents of parental love, when I
beheld a {ccond perfon m the b=d, in a
profound fleep, and the regimentals of the
young foldier thrown carelefsly ona chatr,
My whole foul was petrified with amaze-
ment at thatinflant, my knees fmote each
other, my hcad {wain, und my heart fick-
ened, and the horrors of eternal infamy har-
rowed up every faculty of my foul ; judge
you, {ir, what accuniulated diftrefs *aﬁ'ailed
me. I laid my hand upon my fword, bat
the parent pleaded within me. The honour
of the officer came to my relief, and I
laid my hand upon my {werd agamn. Pro-
vidence and heaven! can the ”cruorgle of
that hour ever be forpotten ? Thrice I
effayed to wath out the difgrace of my
family with the blood of the offender,
and thuce [ directed the fteel to my own
throbbmg bofom, but the arfn of the Om-
nipotent reftrained me.. After a deluge

\ - ~ of
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of tears had given a momentary relief, |
determined to defilt from taking imme-
cdiate vengeance, and withdrew the fame
filent way I came, to confult on fome
means to revenge my wrongs on the
young traitor, and conceal the infamy of
my child. I wept fore, fir, when I came
- 10 the outward gate, to think that in fo
few moments, fuch different fenfations
had poflefled me. I'lifted up my fiream-
ing eyes to the light at my daughter’s
window, and thought inftant diftraction
would have {eized me, 1 laid my trembling
hand on the door-poft for fupport, but
my ftrength was exhaufted 1n the ftruggle,
and I fell motionlefs on the ground. How
long I continued in that mfenfible fitua-
tion, I cannot guefs; but when I came to
myfelf, I found a calmer ftate of mind
had fucceeded to the violence of my
phrenzy. It was more than midnight,
and the whole village were at reft ; the
farmers dogs barked alternately at each
other, and the mournful note of the
... {creech-
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fcreech-owl helped to increafe my- horror.
[ ftrayed neghgently in the fields, indit-
ferent about to-morrow’s fun, and withed

for eternal night, to hide my fhame and
my diftrefs together.

After revolving in my mind a mulci-
tude of refolutions, I determined to chal-
lenge the unhoipitable wretch, who had
ojven the fatal ftab to my peace, and if I
furvived the duel, and found my daugh-
ter not quite loflt to fhame and remorde,
to duty and to reafon, to invite the wan-
derer from the error of her ways, piry
the frailty of humanity, and prefs her:
once more to my bofom.”

Vou. L. H - CHAP.
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CHAP XV. -

L] ‘ 1 .
LA | -

“« A .Sfoon as 'day-ilight'apf}e_:ired“I' re-
) paired- to a kind of po[’c -houle
‘n (he v1llafre, and Ld”lllg for pen, ik,
and paper, began to write the chailcnﬁe,
but before | had ﬁmﬂled 1t, the bar- ma'ld
“delivered..me a. letter, whlch., i:h‘t: iald
‘had been, left for me by ; 4 young entlc-
‘than, who had taken poft- horfes that morn-
ng. What w ;15 my indignation, whcnl
- dcovered, upon opening it the hand
-V’l‘l[lnﬁ‘ of the deceiver, to w hom I 1)-
quted my child’s ruin. . He xlneﬁ'cd I
s epl{’clc a_warm fenle of the many fa-
- VOUES I had coniu red upon him g thanked
me for the hofpitable treatment 1 had
thewn him ; was forry a fudden call of
bufinefs carried him to Bruffels before my
return, from Londss 5 but would employ
the’ firt moments of his return to throw

himfulf
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himfelf at my feet, &c. Villain! coward !
hippocrite ! degenérate infulter ! faid 1,
this 1s too much, too much indeed ; af-
ter the injury you have dene my daughter,
bafely to infult my age, and abule the
lile under{tanding you have left me, 13
indeed more than I can fuffer ; but (ftamp-
ing my foot vehemently on the ground)
you fhall find, young man, what it is to
maffacre the peace of a father, to wound
the honour of a foldier, to violate' the
laws of hofpitahty, and infult the {pirit
of 2 man ; to the extremity of the olobe
will I purfue you, and will truft the iffue
to my fword ; though I lofe my life’in a
defert, and find no burial for my bones.
Lordered a chaife immediately, and while
It was getting ready, wrote to my daugh-
ter as follows, I have a copy in my
pocket.” " -

Ha | ¢ Wretch-
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¢ Wretched ! wretched If(zf?d!zz re

 Little do you think k of the difcovery |
‘made,. laft night, of your 1nfan"n,r 'md
my own dithonour, . 1 fhall lofe no time
10 vain -expoftulations, 1 ﬁnd the trai-
tor is gone for Bruffels, and the chale
~waits to carry. me to him.  Perhaps, my
child, you will never fee your father more ,
never fee him more. I I die, you w1ll do-
well to repent of your mlfcondu& for
depend ‘upon -it, if I hve, and }ou are
difpofed for penitence and contrltlon,,_I-
will, -I will forgive you. My tears floi
fafter than my ink, but the calls of honour
are inexorable.—F arewel perhaps, er
ever.’ . . - -,

« I 1mmed1ately began my  rout, , and
*zeached Bruffels in a few hours after th*‘
man, | fought for. 1 eafily traced him to-
the, poft-houfe in that city, and ca]lmé o

him in the midft of a pubhc company of
| : Uentlu
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pentlemen, defired the waiter to thew me
a private room, and beckoned him to follow
me. The indifferent, carelefs, eafy air of
civility, with which he faluted me, I confi-
dered a fuperfluous infult after what had
happened, and my rage knew no bound.
I fuppreffed it, however, uill 1 reached
the room, and then faftening the door,
drew my {word in an inftant. Now, villain !
[ cried, prepare for your defence, or re-
ceive the reward of the moft complicated
bafenefs, that cver difgraced humanity.
He feemed amazed at my paroxi{m of an-
ge’f, and attempted to expoftulate with
‘me. I confidered it as a mark of cow-
ardice, and infifled on his drawing his
Yword that inftant. It was in vain, he
pleaded ignorance of any offence ; it was
i vain, he profefled an uncommon re-
{pe for me: Draw, fir, faid I, draw with-
“out further hefitation, for you have made
| vulgar villains immaculate by your crimes,
and your blood or mine f{hall flow for ir.

Here he relunantly drew to defend him-
H 3 felt
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telf from the wildnefs of my fury, and
as he rather lard himfelf open to my vio-
lence, than oppofed me with the fkill he
was malter of, my firft lunge wounded
him in the {word-arm, and the next run
him through-the body. Good God ! geod
God! have mercy on me, have mer-
¢y on me!” was all the old officer could
utter, and fell back fenfelefs in his chair,
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CHAP. XVL

&\ [ K

| VA niftered to his relief, but it was
fome confiderable time before his fighs and
his tears would permit him to compleat
his flory.— The noife of my paffion re-
affumed he, and his falling upon the floor,
brought the people of the houlfe about us;
they burft open thedoor in an inftant, and a
{urgeon was immediately fent for. The firlt
object that ftruck their view.who forced the
door, was the young gentleman bleeding
on the ground, and myfelf in a ftate of
ftupefaltion, leaning with my bloody{word

over his body. As I gazed on the mife-

rable fituation he was then 1in, all my an-
ger-fubfided, and my former tendernefs
revived in an inftant. 1 wept over him;
¥ wept over him. I grafped his hand,
and threw myfelf on his pale face, and
blefled him, and hoped for an inftant anni-

hilation,

e
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" R. Bentley's family officioufly admi-
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hilation. The lofs of blood weakened him
very much, his life ebbed very faft, and
when affiftants fupported him to a couch,
he turned his langmd eyes tenderly uipon
me, and with a voice mexpreflibly inno-
cent, enquired, ¢ Mr. Barton, what have |
done to deferve this? In whatdid I ever
offend you 2’ He fainted away immediate-
ly after, and the {urgeon ordered a warm
bed, to which he was conveyed that in-
ftant. I raved, I tore my grey. hairs; I
prefled-through the croud, and would ﬁo_t
be detained from him an inftant, I attend-
ed to undrefs him, and to make him as cafy
as poffible ; and affured him, 1 would
never leave his bed-fide, ’till I was fatis-
fied ,of his forgivenefs.  He could not
fpeak, but looked withfully upon me, a.nd
wept, and again fainted away.

*-As T was apprehen(ive the fervants were
not fufﬁciently tender 1. afﬁﬂmfr hup+ to
Jed, I took the oche from them} . I‘ rhad

taken. off his coat and Walf'ccoar *‘and
raifed
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raifed him 1 myarms, to lay him gently on
his pillow, when 1 felt fomething hard
againft my ftomach. 1 0pened the bofom
of his thirt, and found a miniature picture;
what would I have given to have had a
marble mountain on my head that inftant'!
I feized the fatal painting with eagernefs,
and immediately difcovered the features of
my wife; upon which I funk down on the
floor. Onmyrecovery, Lead me, leadme, ta
my fon;, I cried, lead me to that fon I have
butchered; for I forgot to mention to you,
that my wife was pregnant whenI loft her,
and T cucfied the reft that inftant.  The
people of the houfe had carried me into
another room, and when queflioned with
my eyes about his life, the croud turned
their faces from me, and were mute men’
It was 06 late, he was no more.

~ As foon as the tumult of my mind
\;.rould adrnlt of the leaft information; I
learnéd from the miftrefs of the houfe, that
the lady of an Encrhfh officer, fome years

‘ before,
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before, in her way to England, had lain-
in at her houfe, and died a few days after;
that fhe compaflioned the helplefs ftate ot
the infant, had brought him up as her own
fon, by the name of Afbley, but that his real
name was Barton. She added, the had difguit-
ed from him the doubtful circumftances of
his parentage, and had never mortified him
with his dependence upon her; but fatis-
fied him, that his friends were deceafed,
and had left him to her care ; that fhe-in-
tended to confider him as her own fon, at
-*her deatli, and had provided for him a
commlfﬁon in the Englifh fervice, becaufc
his mother was of that Country ‘ Bemg
very 1, faid fhe, I fent for him hicher,
fir, to take a laft leave of him, and make
over all my effeéts to his hands; but T re-
covered before he arrived; and little ex-
pected his death would fo foon follow, and
by {fuch an hand. I was about to account
to her, and fome of her friends for my
rathnels, when an exprefs arrived from 2
young lady, an affectionate companion of

my
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my daughter’s, explammg the caufe of the
miftake,’ and fausfymof me, that I was a

molt rafh man, and a murderer. It feemed,
my daughter had plcvmed on this lady
to keep her company, 1n my abfence ; and
as the young gentleman was ‘gone a litle
way into the country, fhe had dreffed her-
felf, n a frolick, in a fuit'of his clothes,
the evening before, and left them care-
lefsly in the cnair, n their chamber.  She
urged my inftant return to England, s
my dé.u*hter had taken to her bed, on the
firlt knowledge of my miftaken anger, and
1t was doubtful if the would live to fee mé,
Thefe confiderations, joined to the prudent
advice of the company, induced me to
take immediate advantage of the night,
and inflantly repair for ]:ntrlﬁnd A tem-
peftuous paffage by swatcr, drove me on
this coaft, and I was this day proceeding
on my journcy, when the carriage break-
ing down, about four miles off, the driver
was obliged to go back for affiftance ; but

as my impatience would not fuﬁ”cr me to
be

i
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be detained, I was proceeding®n foor,
when faint, and fick almoft unto death,
I laid me down by the way-fide, and called
the great deliverer to fimmfh my exiftence.
There your humane fon found me, and
here every acknowledgment is due.”

- By this time, every member of .M.
Bentley’s little family were abforbed in for-
row. The father fixed his ftreaming
eyes in ftedfaft amazement on the officer,
who feemed loft in the magnitude of his
woe. Mifs Betfy hid her tears in the bo-
fom of her brother, and the young men
feemed ftupefied with affli¢tion. The fol-
dier comforted them in return,and begged
they would referve their grief, for that, for
his part, he had done weeping, and his
eyes fhould flow no more. *The hand of
heaven 1s on me, continued he, and I muft
bear 1it, but if my daughter is departed
before I reach her, fhe fhall not be inter-
red alone.”

Mr.
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Mzt. Bentley comforted him in the beft
manner he was able, gave him every re=
frefhment and affiftance he ftood inneed of,
fent his fon for a chaife to the door, and
after many tender- embraces on all fides,
the old officer departed.

Vor. L i CHAP_.l
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CHAP XVII

X ceptingthele occaftonalcondoleances

with the afliGed vz, nothing in-
terrupted the fettled harmony of Mr. Bens-
ley’s fire-fide.  The calm chearful evening
conflantly fucceeded the beneficial day, the
{fame round of good offices continued to
him the {ame pleafing refieCtions ; he faw
his children advancing to maturity, with
the fame cautious conduct he had: im-
prefied upon therr infant minds; and the
improvement that was vifible in the man-
ners of all the villagers, wasaliving tefti-
mony of the utility of his life and leflons.

Left the reader thould be flartled by
oy fuppoled feverity in his difpofition, we
muil aliure them, nothing was ever more
remote from melancholy or auflerity of
sz nper, than the whole life of Mr. Bentley.

He
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tIe conltantly danced round the gartand
on May morning. Seldom mifled a {heep-
fheering {upper, and would joyiully jomn
the chorus, o cilebrete borveff Fone. 1ic
would fee the nut-brown bowlreple *1mm.,
and the horn travel round the table with

1

pleafure. VWhen the old hutbandman
dwelt upon the exploits of his vou h he

L

loved to indulge him m his tale, and when
the young farmer toafted his miftrefs, he
would not let his glafs be wdle; but
then he always judged, how far chear-
tul temperance was to be indulged, and
never fuftered any to infringe it 1n his pre-
fence.  He would writelove letters, when
applied to by the young villagers, to their
fweethearts, and generally gave away the
bridé, and as readily ftood godfather to
their children; though he confidered it a
charge of fome moment, and took care to
fulfil it to the utmoft of his power. He
was particularly fond of the innocent pat-
tumes of youth, and oftcn made one among

them s he would fay, the purfuits of age
o Are
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are little better or wifer. His fon B/, he
écknowlﬂ]ged, was too much for him ag
marbles ; but at nine-pins, he was more
than his equal. At leap-frog, he was not
{0 alerts but at cricket, he was too much
tor ks fen.  He faid, thefe little amufe-
ments relaxed the mind, and promoted
healthy exercifes of the limbs, and that fot
his part, he knew of no trealon he comimit-
t2d againft the gravity of years, either by
fwinging ona rope, or dancing on a {wiy-
board. If thefe are trifles, faid ke, inform
e what are all our temporary purfuits
but trifles. Does not the mifer, who groans
for gain, follow iiifles 7 Does not the
merchant, who plows the deep for Tuxu-
1ics, follow tiifies? Do not the learned, who
rack their heads for fame, court a trifle ; ?
"And does not the courtier, that ﬁgures
na 11Lban1 and a ftar, pride hinfelf on
a very uifle 7+ Leét the world theli va-
lue itfelf upon its wifdom, but it fhall not
draw a line for me.

CHAP,
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CHADP XVIII

HREE more years had gone their

rapid round, and confirmed the
oraces of Mifs Bentley, when an accident
happened, which produced a declaration
of youﬁg Fairfield’s paflion. Her excel-
lencies had been daily mmproving upon
him, and the dilemma of his affe€ion in-
creafed upon him every hour. He would
often fay, what will be life ¢ what will be
fortune ? what will be all the world with-
- out my 'cliarming Mifs Dentley 2 Did fhe
know, perhaps, what I fuffer for her, fthe
has great goodnefs of heart, and would
pity me at leaft, if not forgive me. Did
the guefs how dearly fhe bele. 5 to my
peace, fhe would attend to the fine.rity of
my pafhon. Great 1s the difirefs of my

mind, but to whom can I fly for relicf,
i3 and
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and who fhall credit my fenfations ¢ T re-
verence her father too much, to- rilque his
difpleafure a moment; my dear friend,
her brother, would, perhaps, ridicule my
ilame,. and call it weaknefs ; and my pa-
Pa, though a wife man, may think toa
much of fortune, to liften to the fenfa<
tions of my heart with patience. Thefe
and fuch refle€tions conftantly agitated the
young lover, nor was the young lady lefs
affetted. She had. witneflfed to the-afli-
duity of Mafter Fairfield with more than
a fifterly regard ; had fighed often in fi-
lence on his account, and dropt fome tears
on her pillow. But the doubted much of
the prudence of encouraging a paffion
in one, who had higher hopes, and
feared fhe one day might fuffer for her
difappointment ; fhe therefore rather dif-
couraged many advances from the young.
oentleman, and refolved to facrifice, what-
ever the ftruggle coft her, every emotion
that flattered her heart, to the more pru-
‘dent diCates of her reafon.

Ne

-
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8o ‘diffant was the behaviour of the
young rultic, that Mr. Bentley had no fuf-
picion, from what paffed between them, or
he would have taken, perhaps, fome new
meafures in confequence of it. He re-
marked, indeed, the palenefs of Mafter
Fairfield; that he affe@ed folitude more
‘than ufual; that his appetite had for~
faken ‘him, and his eyes were frequently
bent on -the ground ; but when he ad-
‘drefled him to know the caufe, he would
ftudy . for a temporary chearfulnefs, and
impute it to fome trivial occafion. He

would then glance "his eyes at Mifs Bezfy,

and hang downhis head again. At length,
‘however, this perplexity of paffion threw
him into a violent fever, and his life be-
‘oan to be défpaired-of, An eminent phy-
fician was {ent for from. London,” who {uf-
pecting the difeale lay on his mind, -ad-
viled his father to fpare no pains to re-
lieve it. "Mr. Fairfield was long afliduous
‘hmfelf, and employed the fervants, who
attended him, to -get from him the fatal
| {ecret,
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fecret, but in vain. It was in vain young
Bentley urged him to difclofe-1t; he faid,
to be fure he was unhappy, but he hoped
his friends would forgive the trouble he
gave them, ‘and not queltion him any
‘more, This taciturnity contmued two
days, and his fever was conftantly in-
creafing. Mr. Fairfield at length fulpeét-
ing the graces of Mils Bentley had occa-
fioned his fon’s malady, refolved to fearch

his heart to the utmoft, and fave him the
trouble of a confeflion. I will fly, faid
he, to my fon’s chamber this inflant, and
eive him all the relief n my power, and
{pare his delicacy, his falfe pride, his timis
dity, and his blufhes.

The old gentleman took a chair by his

bed, and taking one of his hands, be-
oan.

What, my fon, have yo_u ever obferv-
ed of feverty -in my behaviour, that
fhould make you fearful to truft me as 2

friend ¢
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friend ? or why, in a. matter of confe.
guence to your prefent and future. hap-
pinefs, fhould you trouble me to guefs at
a diftance, rathér than confult me on the
occalton with {incerity and candour? You
know me, 1 think, too well to fulpeét me
of narrow principles; and you mult be
fenfible, that my fentimeénts, as well as
yours, have been conftantly regulated by
your tutor, Mi. Bentley. Does he nat
teach us; to form a higher criterion of
thought and action, -than any -the world
can give us ¢ and does he not teach 6§
fo Le-fuperior to that falfe thame, which .
s -péculiar to little minds? I, my fong
was int -love (he fixed his -eyes full upon
him) with your mother, and perhaps was
‘as ardently attached to her as you can be
(the young gentleman blufhed and turied
his face away) with Mifs. Bewntley. Sir!
(ir I ftammered the conviéted youth, wha
I, fir, in love with Mifs Bently I' T am
{ure, ir, no body can fay that, from any
thing that has efcaped my lips; and in-

- deed:
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deed you queftion me unfairly. My.dear,
replied Mr. Fairfield, you need not res
pent that I have caught you. 1 know not
a more deferving, or a more amiable girl
than Mifs Beatley, and befide, the 1s the
daughter of my friend ; believe me, I ap-
prove your prepofleffion 1 her favour,
~and defire you will contribute every thing
in your:power to reftore your health, and
rely on every thing in mine to make you

happy. He faluted his fon, and prempxu
tately left the room.

Nothing could {o effectually have pro-
‘motea the young gentleman’s recovery,
as this kind treatment of his father, His
eyes flathed, and his heart danced for joy.
 His fever gradually forfook him, his {pi-

rits mended very faft, and the nurfe was
{oon difcarded.

- Mr, Bentley, who had been made ac-

quainted with all that had paffed, ad-
mired his friend’s nobility of foul; the
MOFe,
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smore, as it tended to- perpetuate the fa.
mily alliance., He exprefled himfelf to his
daughter frankly on the fubjeét of young
Fuirfield's 1nefs, and found that a refpect
for his prudent- precepts, rather than any
infenfibility to the young 'géntlcman.’s
paflion, had hitherto reftrained her: fhe
acknowledged, the addrefies of {o worthy
a young man would be very far from
difplealing, and left 1t entirely to him, to
confult the delicacy of her fex in every
thing that might further offer,

CHAP.
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"CHAP XIX,

- § N the mean time Mafter Fairfield res
covered very faft, and -was impatient

for an interview with Mifs Betfy 5 he care-
fully followed every prefcription that pro-
mifed an eatly freedom from his cham-
ber, and anticipated the future felicity
he fhould experience in the company of

his charming Betfy.

At length the day arrived, when his
dottor pronounced him capable of walk-
ing to Mr. Bentley’s, and a fervant was
appointed to attend him. We have al-
ready remarked his perfon was naturally
‘ehgég'ing, and his late illnefs had reduced
the ftrong glow of health upon his cheek,
to a pleafing languor of look, that was

hiable
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fiable to make a greater impreffion on the
young lady.

We have likewife oblerved upon her
fentiments, refpeCting the ornaments of
her perfon, and fhall only remark, that
no {tudied elegance of drefs was confulted
on this occafion. She defpifed all art
fhe trulted to fuperior graces than any the
toilet could beftow, and reipected her lo-
ver’s fenfe too much, to {uppofe he wifhed
for any excels of any ceremeny from her.
She was feated in an alcove of honey-
luckles, at the bottom of the garden,
reading  Thomfon’s Celedon and Amelia,
when Fuisfield’s fervant knocked at the
doory fhe blufhed with fome littles con-
fufion, buj colleCted herfelf inf’tantl;z, and
ptepared her eyes to meet the objet of
her affeCtion.  She faw him at the bottom’
of the path before her, haftening eagerly
to the arbour., She arole with a modeit
fuffufion of face, to wifh him joy of his

recovery, and met him at the entrance of
Vou. I K the
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the alcove. - He refpe@ively prefled, her
hand; and laid his lips tenderly upon it,
A panfe of fome moments enfued. .. At
length recovering himfelf a little from the
‘piute- tranfport that confined his tongue,
he led her, trembling, to a feat, and plae:
ed himfelf befide her. She had not yet
withdrawn - her: hand, .and agam he.:kifled
twith. 1apture. T
E ::Ifileﬁ'edi: bleﬁ'cd be this hour! wete
the firft words that efcaped ‘him. .. You
{ee before you, my dear- Mifs Bensley, a
‘defpifer of fuperfluous-forms; yet one who
fhall vindicate your delicacy to. the lafk
“hour of his exiftence 5. who feels for _,your
fituation as well 4s his own ; and who pre-
“{umptuoully withes to.have: it known to
-you, he feels more than he can utter, -

As your amable. fincerity is:the beft
foundation for my hope ; your perfeCtions
“pie iy belt apology for this declatation
‘@1‘ :my- paﬁion 3 and nappy, happy fhall I

thm K
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think - myfelf; if you" will* permit- tire-~ o
devote. my whole life to improve, tothe
utmoft - of my ability, -any: little thadow
of-a- favourable’ opinion, you ‘may:have
ever fo diftantly - entertained concerning
me.. - | | e
-1 addrefs. you under a ftriét fenfe of
your {uperiority to thofe contemptible arts,
that are generally ufed on thefe occafions.
1 teverence your diflention from the mif-
taken maxims of your fex, and will -en-
deavour, in every thing, to accommbodate
-mylelf to the jult notions you éntertain.of
propriety. Forgive me, Mils Bentley, that
‘before- I made the tacit confeffion - to
-my father, I did not folicit your appro-
“bation'; but fuch were the circumftances
of my heart, that unlefs parental tender-

nefs had urged it from me, I had carried
“the {ecret to my grave.

Permit me only to reit affured, you can
“pardon me for what is paft, and allow me
K 2 to
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to- put -a-favciirable conftrution: onyout
{tente,refpedting the future, ~ Again:he
refpedifully raifed her hand o Ins Lips,
and iinpr'inta*d a falute wpen 1t

-
. ‘5_'3[

-T-thould be wnworthy, I Mafter Fei f ﬁ!d?
fud the yeung lady, the leilons oy -papa
has taught ey if-1 was:capableiof any
c’nfﬁnmlauon or nefﬂe& to confefs-iome
apprebation” of a pafﬁon, authariZed and
recemhended -as yours is. - I confefs: td
you, declining -her. head: and blufhing,: §

have never feen the gentleman cap&bie *of

| éxcitiriga tender:emotion in-my bofomy
1f the perfon before me has noty: you
will rdo well ‘to :continue the -fame pros
priety-of morals, for which I have hi
cherto -diftinguifhed 'you, and niay- trofd
fomething-to my regard for fincerity-and
diferetion. . Here the motioned:'to -go ta3
wards the houfe, and F@nﬁe!d pohtely ats
tended, - . | L
From
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From this time the young people had frev
quent opportunities of converfing freely
together. Young Bentley would, indeedy
fometimes expoftulate with his friend on
the little of his company he allowed him,
but took a pleafure in his fifter’s hap-
pinefs, and would chearfully facrifice hig
own to promote it. In all Fairfield’s ad-
drefles to Mifs Bentley, he obferved that
ftri@® mediocrity of language that {peaks
a juft judgment, correlting a lively di~
pofition ; his difcourfe was free from the -
unnatural raptures of romance, and the
infipid languor of infenfibility ; he paid
her no extravagant compliments at the
expence of her fex, nor infulted her fenfe
by fuperfluoufly flattering her perfon. He
was affiduous without being fervile, and
refpeCtful without formality. Mifs Betfy,
on the other hand, equally avoided the
feverity of the prude, and the levity of

the coquet, and perfectly underftood M.
Fairfield |

K 3 CHAP.
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CHAP XX

T AR Fairfield, who juftly - entertained
JVE the firongeft prejudice in favour of
hls friend’s daughter, was happy in the
profpect of fo prudent an alliance for- his
fon, and took every opportunity to fhare
with Mr. Bentley in the felicity the young
people enjoyed, in their mutual endear-
ments to each other. I aflure you, my
dear friend, would he fay, this attach-
ment is highly flattering-to my wifhes, for
Y always thought your daughter the moft
accomplithed young woman, in every. fenfe
of the word, I ever beheld; and my fon
juftifies his fende, his tafte, his morals, and
his-difcretion, n fixing.his affeCtions upon
her, 1 promife mylelf every coniglation
to my old age, from fuch a daughter ; and
hope, my Bentley, we may yet live many
years, to witnefs to the rifing virtues of a
future
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future generation.” I too, firy perhaps,
may have a daughter in France, but my
dear miftaken wife, I fear, by this time,
has confirmed her bigotry too {trongly to
the church of Rome, and perhaps taught
her to be indifferent about feeing her fa-
ther any more. But, fir, many things
muft be fuffered in this life, though they
{ling us moft feverely.

My Bentley was a thinking man, he was
perfuaded of the good difpolition of young
Fairfield, and was confirmed in an excel-
lent opinion of his daughter; his withes
correfponded exactly with his friend’s,- re-
{pe@ing the future alliance, but he con-
ceived 1t was as yet too early, Heknew
how far young people were fubjet to mif-
take, the flrong impulfes of a warm fancy
for happinels, and to mifconceive the pre-
judices of paflion, for the refult of judg-
ment and deliberation. He was fenfible
the violent impetuofity of the heart, wag
too apt to millead the head ; and thaten-

Zagements
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gageéments were often precipitately made,
and contracts rafhly concluded, from views=
ing objects through a flattering falfe medi-
um, that frequently embittered the lives of
the parties ever after. He thought that
marriage was a moft folemn obligation,
and, in general, too trivially treated ; he
conceived the very notions of its reftraint,
often fuggefted a with to be free from it ;
and that though two friends, whofe djﬁer-»
ence for each other was difcretional, might
maintain the ftriCteft harmony threugh
life, yet the human heart was too ready to
revolt at the 1dea of a compulfive attach-
ment. 'That the inconfiftency and incon-
ftancy of the human nature were general,
in fome degree, and that a felf-knowledge,
though always neceflary, was feldom ac-
quired too foon. He thought it poffible
the fingular mode of the young man’s edu- -
cation might, fome future day, fubjeét him
to the greater temptations from the world,
if curiofity fhould lead him to mix with it
and that in fpite of all prefent good pro-
penfities,
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peitfitiesy - all the promifes- of a.correck. hfe,,
he.might one day prove faithlefs. to. Ius
education, and the precepts and ez ;;mplgs:
that he then fo chearfully cheyed. His
fon too he weighed had frequently foli-
cited his indulgence to fee fomething of
Londew, and as it was more than probable
after--his death, he might be tempted £Q
mix with the multitude, without ong -
frictidi to affift him; one counfellor to aclw
vifewith, in cafe of any deviation from. the
tight-path-he had fo long _purfued,. He,
de.te«glnluei;tq_prqpofe to_his friend. Fm_r;;
Jield, -deferring the intended ma;ria,g;é.:fog:
at-lealt a-year longér, and in the mean.
time, :to fend the-young gentlemen to céh;‘
verfe.a little with the manners of men, who
inhabic thegreat city,  If they. mchne toq
error;. we may watch over them in the pers,
fon of fome faithful agent; and if we find.
them corrupting by the vices that furround.
them,, we. may recall, and convince them,l
before itis too late, of their danger. Young,
Lairfield. will have every occafion, from

.- N 1:.;‘ ~ . the

vk A
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the diffipation;’ the vanity, thé confidence]
the arts; the incorrettnefs, he will obferve
in-ladies ' of - polite life, to adhere more
clofely to my daughter; and the hypocrify,
the ceremony, the debauchery of the men,
will drive them back to this retreat, with
double prejudices inits favour. He e
folved therefore to take the- earlieft-op-
portunity of advifing with his friend- upon
the fubject 5 -and as Mr. Fairfield foon af-
ter' dropt in from a walk he had beer tak-
ing round the meadows, he withidrew with
him to the hermitage, and “mentioned his
propofal.

Though the old gentleman was unpre-
pared for the argument of Mr. Bentley,
his confidence in his prudence, determined
him to acquiefce without delay, and the ori-
ly difficulty that arofe, was how to break
the affair to the young lovers; this Mr.
Bentley engaged to take upon himfelf, and
the other gave him full power to act as he
thought proper by his {on, I have many

friends
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i
A

friends:in.town, faid he,to w.hofc,ganegl can

commit them,, and the.fooner they go the

better.. Mr, Fairfield continued his. walk,

and M. Bentley fought his pupils. « They
§ﬁ¢r¢, walking ‘arm i arm; in a ﬂaadﬁpart

of the gardefl. - Mafter Fairfield, Mafler

Bentley : Gentlemen, the evening is parti-
cularly tempting, I propofe to make a lon-
ger excurfion than ufual, and fhall con-
fider you company ‘as a favour. We will
jult ftep in, and apologize to MifS‘BEﬂZkEy,
who ] fancy 1s now preparing the tea-table,
and then proceed upon our ramble, .

!.1}

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXI

® "HE charms of the country were un-
commonly fine, and the young gen-
tlemen. 1n” lhigh fpirits  The beauties
of the fpring were jult confirmed, and the
fun beginning’ to decline into the weft,
foftened the feverity of his beams. The
yellow-hammers were whiftling their wild
notes on the hedges, -and the mellow note
of the black-bird, at a diftance, faintly
warbled in the air. The mowers had be-
oun their toil, and the hay-makers fung
chearfully in the vallies. A clear blue
{ky reflected its azure beauties in the wa-
ters, and the zephyrs playedabout the pop-
lar, and dwelt upon the fragrance of the
hawthorn. A univerfal mile of joy dif-
fufed itfelf around, and Mr. Bentley and
his companions vifibly fhared m 1t. After
remarking the beauties of the icene before

them, the old gentleman led to the eclair-
ciifement
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ciffement as follows. I have {omething to
communicate, gentlemen, to my young
friends, which, perhaps, they lictle dream
of ; and have, with the permiflion of Mr.
Frirfield, taken this opportunity to confult
your approbation upon it. - The refpect
you have ever thewn to my opinion, and
the alacrity with which all my councils
have been followed, makes me the more
readily undertake to make a difcovery,
which, but for one circumitance, Iam
perfuaded, would be particularly plealing. -
My friend, Malter Fairfield, has commil-
fioned me to fuggelt to you, that it is our
mutual wifhes, that you will prepare for an
carly journey to London; you will be
made acquainted with our motive for this
procedure, and will,  perhaps, the more -
readily embrace our plan of condudt, as
my {weet William here will attend you.
[t 15 not expected you fheuld remaim there
above a year or two, at the fartheft. You
will, in the mean time, have every oppor-
tunity of correfponding with my daughter,

You. L. L and
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‘and "at- the’ e:{piratlon of  that term, you
will be: 111feparably uhited. 1" value-you,
ﬁr, as my * own fon, ‘you‘afe:dear 1\ wic,
and' T fhould be foiry to give a morhent’s
uneaﬁnefs to your bofom ;' but there-are
man}r ‘reafons ‘that influence* the opinions
of ﬁérel1ts ‘of the proprietyof whicli, pei-
haps, their children cannot’ fo:welldetér-
mine 3 and I kiiow, fir, your-fenfe'of : duty
will always direct you to act wifely: o
" Young Be?zt}ej ‘was-overjoyed . iwith-the
“"profpe& of {eeing Lazidwz, and Haisifeld
*“wiped away a few tears, thatefeaped kim,
'___'and or afpmg Mr. Bentley by the*hand;-se-
plied, You ate very kind, fir, tq exptefs
“yourfelf fo warml}f In my favour, -and; to
" take fuch pains, as you have. done,.in de-
| clanng my father’s will towards..me;’ I
* thank you, fir, with my whole heart, and
- will always bear witnefs to you ecodrefs.
 You juftly fifpect my love for:Mifs-Ben-
" “Jey, will be a prevailing motive- with' me
10 with -a continuance in the 'co,qntry;
| but,
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but, fir,"deeply -as,my. affections are . en-
paged, and iardently as. I doat upon .my
Hetfy s though: the felicity of my d:iys de-
pend upon her prefence, and my nights are
fpent in contemplating - her, virtues ; thp’
every emotion of my heart beats for that
excellent young-lady, -and life ltfelf would
be indifferent to me withouther : yet with
all thefe prepofictlions, - -fhould my father
command me . never to " fee. her more, as
ry foul liveth, 1 would obey him.  Tho’
the bittered forrow would. be my. portion
all:the reft of my.days,.as my Toul Jiveth,
d obey-him. 1 will teach my tather, fir,
- to expelt every abedience from his for, and
fhall prepare for Loundon, or wherever clfe
he..pleafes.. ” I--.1 confefs, fir, I am
rather, confufed, fir,—a little unprepared
for-all this; but fhall efteem it a favour,
“yourwill -excufe my attendance upon.you
farther, and : fuffer me to colle&t mylelf
- alorie, before. I feek my father, Mr Bent-
Zey {miling; affented, and ashe Wan\ed with
~aquick ftep toa thick coppice near at hand,
< I, 2 the



{ 112 )
‘the winding path foon hid him. from ithejr
view. When he had got(omehttle way into
' ‘the Wood he turned his head to-fee if he
was obicned and pullmq out hlS handl\er
_,qlngf n :llﬁ.ﬂﬁ, umdulgcrd' an agony ::Q_‘f
forrow, . e L

Ty =t [ .- - fi..li' ]
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~The thoughts of . being fepara;:ed from
hls Betfy, endeared her doubly, to his q_f{gq-
tions; and refpecting. the (ﬂ_l‘f:;gap_@s_‘“qp_(_)‘g
{nis fenfe, he was not determined about
wildom. Herevolved in hissmind a.thou-
fand httlemrcumﬁames of paﬁ*_bh{'s_:fand

erpleked him{elf with as many . fcars foxl

the future. The poﬁ]blllty of an. altcra,-,
“tion of her- fctntlments towards hlm, m fo
]D‘n’l" an abfen ce as two- years;. the unceri
tainty of mmtahw and all the Vauous anxs.
icties with which lovers ﬂudiou{ly torment
themfelves, rufhed violently upon his,
foul. He leaned his head upon. hls alm,,
and reclmed again{t a beach- tree, andr
_ fcbbed 2s if lus heart W”tS bleakmg, ,,,,,, ,
would altematelv hh. UP his fmmmmm

€yes
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eyes to heaven, and then funk down his
head again ; then folding his arms acrofs
his breaft, indulged a luxury of fenfation.
He ftarted on a fudden, he prefled his hand
upon his forehead, paufed, looked con-
fufedly around him, put his handker-
chief into his pocket, and brilkly walked
forwards, Again the fweet image of
Mifs Bentley {wam before his fight, and
he melted into foftnefs as before.

Perhaps, faid he, when I am far, far
diftant, from this lovely fpot, Mifs Bent-
/ey may blefs it with her préfence. She
may attend to the chirping of the grafs-
hoppers, and liften to the evening fong of
yonder linnet; the {oft murmuring’ of
that ftock-dove may footh her ear, when:
I'am far away. The weary labourer re--
turning at even, from the bufinefs of the
neld, may meet her on this very {pot, and
gaze with admiration on her beauties, and:
heedlefsly deftroy the impreflion of thofe
footfteps I could worfhip with pleafure.

L 3 Oh !’
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Oh'! Mr, Bentley, my honoured counfel~
lor and friend, I am indebted to you for
many profitable precepts, but you never
taught me to deny the finer feelings.of
the man, or to be infenfible to the per-
fections of your daughter. . Again he pros
cecded forward with an irregular itep,. and
his eyes were direCted on the ground.
Bulied in thefe refleétions on his miftrefs,
he had nearly reached the extremity of
the wood, before he recolleCted whither
he was going ; and turning reluctantly to
the flile that led to the adjacent meadows,
he fat upon it fome time, to contemplate
the {cene he was leaving. Perhaps, faid
he, fighing moft profoundly, my papa’s
mfdom may make my ceparture necel-
fary, .and T may not vifit - thefe rural
graces again for a long feafon, Then ob-

ferving a feat of turf at the foot of a
loity elm, on which his Betfy had often
liftened to his faithful ftory, Dear peace-:
ful witnefs of my calmer hours, he faid,
facred be your venerable fhade for Jove:

and
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and .conftancy, and truth-and virtue, for
ever, and for ever. May no unhallowed ftep
prophane your fweet afylum. . May the
{mooth tongue of flattery and falthood be
never heard within thee, to violate the
bounds of peace and joy. Here may
{pring produce the choicelt garlands of
her flowers. Here may f{ummer fhine
with. mildeft luftre; arcund thefe fields
may the fullelt fheaves of autumn be
fcattered ; and here may the bleak winds
of winter be very pitiful . and fparing
of their power. He had infenfibly reach-
ed the feat; and fat down in-a medita-
tive pofture upon .it. In that moment
he queftioned the conlifiency of his fa-
ther’s charalter. He concetved. it poflible
he had been flattered in his ilinefs, with
a political approbation of his pafiion, and
that as the purpofes of health were an-
iwered, {fome new meafures had been con-
certed againft him,. Perhaps, faid he, it
1s expected that an abfence of two years,
will feparate my affeCtions from Mifs

| Bent-
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Bentley y and, perhaps, it is thought ex-
pedient to part us for ever; and, perhaps,
fhe is deftined for fome happier man ; but
if that be poflible, dropping cown on
both knees upon the grafs, and fervently
clalping his hands together; if that be
poffible, if any tender affiduity can be
- forgotten, and fome more favoured rival
be preferred in‘my ftead, may the eternal
blefling of the Almighty be the portion of
both of them : but as for me, if ever I
forget my fdelity to that mcomparable
creature, may the fmiles of heaven for-
fake me, and may 1 no longer be remem-
bered by its mercies. Here a violent
flood of forrow came again to his relief,
and his handkerchief was fteeped in tears.

CHAP,
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F this_feat was : patticularly pleafing

A to-young Fairfield, it was nolefs. fo!
to Mifs _B‘é‘?z_ﬂqy.,, Before the morning dew’
had diffipated, fhe fought'it,;'and' before:
the : thadow -of the evening -had lengths.
ened -fhe. Would retire £o-itj to mdulge*
pened that ﬁvenmg I}xe bent her -foorﬁeps,_
towalds it, ...Sh_e dehighted - to” fit there,.
and think upon the goodnefs of her Ed-
ward. She beheld at fome lictle diftance
the man of her heart, and the beheld the
agitation of his foul; fhe paufed, and
watted for the iffue; fhe heard him fpeak
tenderly in her favour, and fufpected fome-
nng extraordnwy had happened to per-
| p]a,x
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plex him. Her' bofom took the alarm,
tears trickled down her cheeks, and the
could contain herfelf no longer. * The
ruftling of the.leaves alarmed the young
gentleman. e ftarted an inftant, and
beheld the charmer of his foul before him.
My dear, dear Betfy, was all he could ut-
"‘iter, and fprmcrmg forwards he caught'Her
“that moment in his arms; Mifs- Bez‘ﬁvre-
“turned the ardour of his embrace;” afid
" filence of many minutes enfued 3 thf-y
gazed with unfpeakable fondnefs at €ach
‘other ; "they both attemfited o fpeak;-bur
found no language but theit téars! At
.- lenh:fh Fmrﬁdd recovering “his'voice a Tit-
:;‘tle, and preffing’ her moft warmly -td his
- panting bofom, My fweet Peffy,” we mul,

'we muft, we muft part, and -part, pér-
" haps, for ever!” The rofes forfook® her
checks in a moment, and fhe funk faint-
ing into his arms. He no longer thought
- any thing of his own fmrow but center-
ed all his folicitude ‘in thie ol:)_]e(il before
': hun Lie’ conveyed her with tendernéfs to

the
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the  feat, laid hig, warm cheek upon_ her
cold one, huncr -over her  with inex-

Pncfﬁole anxiety, callcd her aﬁ’e&lonate-

1y by her name, . and dr0pped down mo-—
tionlefs befide her,

. Mr.. Ba;zzlej and his fon, whol v{ré;'e ré-
turping. through the, wood, in thelr way
hame, beheld with furprize. the. ﬁtuanon
of the lovers, and inftantly haftened to
-theu‘_ affiftance, The old gentlcmgn ap-
plied his fmelling-bottle to his daughter,
~and. his fon was relieving his friend ; af-
. ter fome time Mifs Betfy began to recover,
_.a_nd igm_t]y opening her eyes, cnqmred the
-meaning ¢ of her {ituation ; then looking
‘;lano'uﬂhmgly at her lover, the_ blufhed,
and grew pale alternately, huno- down

er- ‘head, trembled, and again rclapfed
nto a {woon.

~ Poor Mr, Bentley was alarmed, a con-
| ﬂl& of paﬁions feized him ; hlS knees

: fmote cach other his hand trembled “and

,,,,,,
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his heart failed him at that moment. He
felt for a pulle, but found none. He
chafed her temples, but all in vain; he
looked wildly about him, and fell prof-
trate on the ground. Gracious heaven !
deiiver me, deliver me, he faid ; deliver
me from diftrattion and from death :
fave me! O fave my dear, my darling
daughter, or all is over with the old man ;
and this muft be his laft petition. On
the bare earth he preflfed his forehead,
and melted with mifery, and was dumb.
In the mean time his fon had re-
ftored his friend, and their united efforts
had again recovered his daughter. They
ratfed the old gentleman on his feet, and
led him tenderly towards her. The vio-
lence of his pleafure was unutteraole ;
love, gratitude and joy, at once over-
whelmed him. My child, my child lives,
he cried, ‘and all fhall again be happy.
Oh ! my children, lttle did I expect this,
but I guefs the caufe, and will remove

your fears for ever. Malter Fairfield, reft
affured,
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affured,. fir, no meafures thall be taken
for your departure, which it feems is {o
contrary to your inclination. You may
trult to my influence with your father for
his confent. - You forfeit no gnod opinion
of mine by this conflict. 1 reverence
your tender heart, your {ufceptible difpo-
fittion, and will never more alarm it, by
2 profpect of a feparation from my daugh-
ter. Thele {founds were cordials to the
young people, and after a mutual ex-
change of tender carefles, young Fatrfield
proceeded for his father’s, and Mifs Benst-

ley, leaning upon her brother’s arm, fought
their peaceful fire-fide.

Vor. I. M CHAP.



( 122 )

CHAP XXIIL

OUNG Bentley had been particula‘.rll'y

~ happy in the profpect of feé_ing
London s he had been during the walk 1n-
quifitive with his father, to explain to him
many things refpecting the ways of it, and
prefled him to appoint an early day. tI
fhall have an opportunity of commumcat-

ing to you, {ir, faid he, my fentiments on
the novelty of the {cene about me, and I

know you will honour me with }OUI cor-
refpondence, and make my abfence from
you as little irkfome as pofiible. He was
f]‘ull of *thefe thoughts, when the ﬁtuatlon
of his friend and fifler L.wprlzed him, and
though he would have relinquithed many
darling pleafures to make them happy, he
Was. not plepalﬁ‘d ror o fudden a dlfap-
“point-
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pointment of his favourite excurfion,
and determined to prevail on his friend, if
poflible, tomalke a difcretional tour for a
few weeks, if he could not be prevailed on
for more. . He had {don ad opportunity of
converfing with his friend on the fubject ;
and as the young gentleman had long de-
fired to fee London, he found no difficulty
in perfuading him to confent to the jour-
ney: they relied on the kindnefs of their
fathers, and propofed fetting out in a fort-
night at farchett. If I find, faid Fairfeld,
a few weeks abfence from your fifter un-
fupportable, you will indulge me with an
immediate return; but if a month or two
can be endured, depend upon my alacrity
toattend you the whole time.  They ac-
quainted the young lady with their icheme,
and received her {inile of approbation ;
and as the old gentlemen conceived a very
little acquaintance with the great world is
fufficierit to make a wife man fick of it,
they made no hefitation about their con-
feat, and every thing was got ready for

| M a2 | their
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cheir journey. The lovers employed their
time 1n plannimg little amufements to em-
ploy themfelves in their ablence trom each
other, and promifed themiclves uncom-

mon rapture, when they fhould meet
again, -

Mr. Bentley knew {fomething of the ha-
man heart, -and fufpected that the engage-
" ments of the great city might take a firons
* ger hold on their young minds, than they
“{feemed to be aware of ; however, he refolv-
“ed to truft tothe event, and permit them to
fet forward, asfoon as they thought pro-
‘per.- He determined, however,. to. give
them the beflt counfel in his power, before
they left him, “and the reft he leit to. thc:
preat dlfpofer of all thmgs. T e,

' 3
*

I. L
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A few evenings bef'ore th‘c;ir departure,
he called his children and young Feirfield
about him, and-addrefled them in thedol-
lowing mianner. -

CHAP.
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C H AP IXIV.

7 \Hough we are about to part only for
i afew weeks, mortality is more than
a leflon, and it is poflible this may be the
Jalt infiruction you may ever receive from
me. . I fhall be faithful to the charge of
my friend, and faithful to the conicience
within me. I fhall not confine myfelf,
firs, to the circumilances of your prefent
journey altogether, but endeavour to ex-
plain to you fome thihgs, which, 1f re-
membered, may do you fervice, In your
future converfation with mankind.

In that proud city you are fecking, you
will be tempted to negle&t every advantage
of time, and every intereft of eternity.
You will be tempted to depart from the

M 3 - 1'eligi0m
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religion of your fathers, to {werve from
the maxims of morality, the doltrines of
truth, and the leflons of humility, I have
been {o carefully inculcating in your minds.
A broad volume of vice will be difplayed
before you; your paflions will be inflamed
with athoufand fpecious temptations ; and
- you will be fubje to corruptions from
every quarter, from which your fenfe fhall
not be {uflicient to fave you. You will
obferve among the rich, a pride, a luxury,
a diffipation, a profligate licentioufnels of
manners ; and among the poor, a general
emulationto imitate thefolliesand thefaults
of thofe above them. Youwill find, as
Shakefpear fays, The peafaut treads clofely
on the neble’s heel. Among the learned
and the liberal, as they flile themfelves,
you will witnefs to.the molt defpicable
narrow contentions,  You will lee men
‘of fenfe fighing for thadows, and the wife
weeping for a ftraw. You.will be 1n dan-
ger of fedution from the ignorance of
learning, the deformity of beauty, the
poiion
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noifon of the glafs, and the dulnefs ‘of
‘witty converfation. 1 will explam thefe
‘paradoxes as 1.go along

You are going into @ world, where {uch
men as Hobbes, Bolingbroke, and Chubb,
have been before you ; you-will find in the
libraries of the learned, cafuifts that ex-
plain' away the lester and{pirit of the gof-
pel; fcepuics: that deny its truthis, and in-
fidels who hold them in derifion. You
will find contenders for the dignity of de-
oraded. reafon, and the beauty of moral
virtue, who.yet deny the immortality of
the foul, and reduce the beafted nubilicy
of their nature, to a level with the brutes
that perifh,

The pride of propagating ftrange creeds,
and departing from the prejudices of the
vuigar, has filled the world with all the
variety of opinions that confound it
This has induced men of the meanefl ca-
pacities, and moft confined views, to vin

- dicate
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dicate what they are taught from books;
to believe, 1s a difcretional agency in man;
and to purfue the wildeft chuneras of their
_own fancy, for an infallible criterion of
reafon.  The 1gnorant always conceive
they maintain the privileges of a liberal
- eduacation, by peremptory decifions on
queltions, about which the world may be
generally divided.  They pay an implicit
reverence to thewr own ipfe dixits, and
doubt of the underftanding of every man,
who differs but minutely from themfelves,
They have an argument m the notional
dignity of their reafon, which always {up-
ports them through the moft palpable con-
tradictions 3 and they will tell you, that
though 1t may be political to profefs a
public regard for fuch opinions, as relate
to a future exiftence, a day of judgment,
an heaven, and an hell, to awe the multi-
- tude, and promote the purpofes of civil
foctety 3 yet they mult ever confider thems-
felves at liberty to indulge their own
thoughts in the clofet, and there they con-

ceiye,
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ceive, that-the more liberally they-think,
the better.  Such men confider a conver-
fation with books.to be wifdom, apd.a
fuperficial philofophy to be learning. They
are.ignorantin the worlt fenfe of the word,
and I guard you to avoid, their reveries,
asyou value your foul’s health, and wifh
for that peace which paffeth underftanding,
While I was 1 the city, I had many op-
portunities of witnefling to the regular
dulnefs of thefe fpecious. enquirers, thefe
vilionary relpecters of their own darknefs.

I was once introduced to a mechanical
wit of this caft, who was nurfing a child
about a year old, by the fire-fide, in the
centre of a vaft pile of dufty volumes.
-He had written a book of {entences with
his own hand, and imagined I fhould ex-
pett fometiling extraordinary from him.
He was very -extraordinary, indeed, for
inflead of the vulgar lullabies of cornmon
nurfes, he talked to it of the axioms of

Boyle, and the clements of Luclid; and as
he
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he dandled it on his knee, and danced it
in his arms, he would moft learnedly de-
fcant upon the {quaring of the circle, the
divifibility of matter, the principles of the
air-pump, and the power of a perpetual

motion. You muft pity {uch men, they
are too contemptible for laughter,

CHAP.



( 131 )

CHAP XXV.

T Recommend to you, in every circums

ftance of life, to keep as independent
~of yourfelves as poffible, Be cauuous
how you fuiler a love of company to lead
you into indifcriminate {ocieties 3 and to

call off the mind from every -attention
that becomes It.

Men who look for pleafure from the
converfation of the croud, are feldom re-
conciled to themielves 1n {folitude, and
you will find 1t wiler to cultivate a good
correfpondence with your own hearts, than

truft” to a temporary entertainment with
occalional companions.- We contract all
our worft habits from the prejudices of

cuftom, or the miftakes of the world 4
and the lefs a man aflociates with the
croud, the lefs he will be informed of its

follies.
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follies. I by no means recommend a
cynical referve, a contemptuous indiffe-
rence, an uniocial {ilence when appealed
to ; but mean that you fhould be very
“circum{pect in chufing your acquaint-
ance ; that the number of them be con-
fined to a {mall {enfible circle s and that
though you tase a pleafure in their coms
pany, not to make your happinefs {lavifh-
ly depend upon them. If you accuftom
yourlelves properly to- divide your day,
by a round of uleful duues, innocent
amufements, and inftru&ive applications,
you will find your hours dance chearfully
along, and your moments will very fel-
dom be languid. You will learn, in the
Janguage of Dr. Zommg, ¢ to meet your
naked hearts alone 3 and agree with the
{ame-author 1n this animated apoftrophe :

O loft to reafon, loft to manly thought'!
. Loft to the nobler fallies of the [oul,
- Who think it [olitude to be alone.

I knew
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I knew men whofe fenfe I highly re-
fpected, and whofe tempers did honour to
humanity 3 who, for want of regulating
their lives by fome fuch rules as I have
prefcribed to you, were compelled to live
continually, as I may fo exprefs ic, at 2
dangerous diftance from themfelves. From
an early attachment to fociety, they had
few opportunitics of {elf-examination, til]
refletion, like a patient creditor, came
upon them with an additional charge, and
drove them more conftantly to company
to avold it. They have {urprized me
when complaining of their health, and af-
feting an ignorance of the caufe, to
think men of the ftriGeft underftanding
could be {o ftudious to pals a cheat upon
themfelves, in a concern of the laft mo-
ment. With what concern have I re-
marked an exceflive indulgence of the
bottle, at the expence of conftitution,
judgment, the good opinion of fenfible
men, the eafe of relations, and every

- thing that ought to be valued. But re-

Vor, L, N meni-



' ( 134 )
memper, my dears, a fludied mfenfibifity
may and muft mifcarry, and there 1s {ucls

a thing as midnight folitude, and fuch
men muit meet it as they can.

What a firange flate of felicity muft his
be, who depends folely on the bottle. -in
every emergency of care he flies to the
bottle, In every moment of languor he
conftantly confults his bottle ; and when
refleCtion prefles hard-on him, he is ready
to fay to his bottle, in the language of .a

finking apollle, ¢ Save me, fave me, oy
I perifh,”

You will frequently find, if you fuffer
yourfelf to aflociate with the mtemperate,
fome mean artful {pirits capable of affect-
ing an excraordinary vivacity, to betray
you into a ridiculous fituation, and then,
perhaps, will prove themfelves every way
capable, after having been the means of

vour difgrace, to draw the criticifms of
thie room upon it.

You
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- You will promife yourfelves fomething

from the hve]y {allies of the Choice S upl"

rits; but théré you will be miferably mil-

taken. You will find among them an ‘ex-
cefs of ftupidity, difouifed by an auk-
ward Brilliancy of expreffion ; their. great
fort confilts in punning upon words, and
deviating from decency as far- as poflible.
“Fhiey fay any thing for the fake of the

faying; and fecure the applaufc of the
room on ferms, would cover a plain man’s
face with bluthes.

N2 CHAP.
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CHAP. XXVI

'- O U have read how the wife Spar-
Y tans taught their children {cbriety,
by. expofing their drunken flaves before
-them. In London grave citizens debauch
their children themfelves; and you will
obferve in- every particular the reverfe of
that judicious fyftem of honelt manners,
which diftinguithed the Lacedeimonian po-
ity
So univerfal is the love of gluttony and
feafting, that you will be ready to con-
ceive, thar man was endowed with an im-
mortal thinking mind, only to invent high-
flavoured fauces, and confult what difhes
are moft pleafing to his palate ; -a luxury
of invention is employed to banith plain
viands from their tables, and the moft
pernicious compofitions of {trong wines,
and
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and deftruétive Ipices, fubftituted in their
ftead. Inhofpitable men! they poilon
their guefts, and think they do them 2
favour. When the bufinefs of a panih
is to be fettled, a public feaft 1s pro-
vided ; when the bounds of a diftrit are
to be determined, a public feaft is provi-
ded; when the livery attend upon their
mayor, 2 public feaft is provided ; and
when the governors of public charities
_meet together, public feafts are provided.
-In thort, nothing is celebrated, nothing 1s
‘performed 5 there 1s no loyalty, no pa-
triotifm, no public {pirit, no charity, no
harmotty, unlefs public feafls are pro-
vided. “Thefe public fealts conftantly
begin with gluttony, proceed with drunk-
ennefs, and end in riot and confulion.
The father of a family reeling home from
his debauch, -is feduced by the courtezan
‘to the houfe of ill-fame, which his fon,

perhaps, had left a few moments befors
him, |

N g O lﬁy
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O my children! let me conjure you,
by all the maxims I have taught you, if

your future lot thould mix you. with {uch
men, to avoid their miferable infatuations.

When you are invited to the tables of
the polite; expet nothing but unfocial
ceremonies, unmeaning profeffions, con-
temptible forms, and a ftupid confine-
ment of behaviour. The great art to
make yourfelves agreeable, is merely to
toaft beautics you never faw, and great
men you never heard of 5 to admire fome-
thing in the miftrefs of the houfe, and to
gratify the vanity of her daughter : you
may fay as much as you pleafe without
thinking, but depend upon it, if you ad-
here to truth and propriety, you will be
difqualified altogether.

Converfation generally turns on quef-
tions of little moment, and which an in>
genuous mind might either defend or

confute, with equal fuccefs and advantage:

If
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If you are called upon to engage in a dif-
pute, weigh well this circumftance before
you begin ; and if you find the fubjet
immaterial in itfelf, be very cautious how
you fuffer your prejudice or your pride
to get the better of your candour; be al-
ways prepared for a defeat, and indiffer-
ent about the pofitivenefs of your adver-
fary. Do not defpife his opinion, becaufe
it differs from your-own; but content
yourfelf with conceiving, you had confi-
dered the object through different me-
diums, and that it s poflible both may
be right in part, and that both may have
been equally miftaken. You will have
every advantage over the confident, and
at the time they are ready to cry
vitory ! victory ! your candour will rob
them of a triumph,

Politics generally lay the foundation
for a frong bias, and illiberal contro-
verfy 3 and you will act wilely always to
be indifferent about parties. Be ready to

| ferve
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{erve your country when there may be og:
-cafion, but do not fuffer your fenfes to be

‘infulted by any public impoftor what-
‘ever.

You know my fentiments refpecting
books, and I again earneftly advife you
¢o avoid the libraries of the learned ; con-
fine yourfelves to moral entertainment,
hiftory and the beft poets,-but meddle not
with commentators in divinity, as you
with falvation to your fouls, They are
dangerous, they are doubttul,

Leave Grotius and Puffendof to regulate
the laws of nations, and if you are in-
clined to envy the refpect paid to their
authorities, hear the declaration the for-
mer made on his death-bed. After all
the learning he had difplayed, all the
volumes he had written, #hat his whole
life had been [pent in bufy idlenefs, unwor-
thy the fcholar and the man. Sir Jfaac
Newtow's Principia has, perhaps, rather

| suform
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informed the world; than ferved it ;-and,
perhaps, it may be faid with equal truth,
that all the difcoveries which-have been
made by fcientific men, rather amufe the
mind, and fhew 1ts power, than tend to
correCt the.-heart, and mend the mannets
of the people. The wifdom of the heart,
firs, is feldom taught in fchools ; yet you
fhall find that to be the only true wil-
dom, in the day when the fun fhall ftart
from its Iphere, and the pillars of cre-
ation - tremble.- You will, perhaps, one
day conceive, my dears, I have confined
your educations, by keeping from you a
knowledge-of the languages ; but when
you are inclined to cenfure my miftakes,
alk yourfelves, of what utility is Greek
and Laiin, but for {ichoolmen and lawyers
to thew their pedantry 3 phyficians, te
difguife their prefcriptions ; and apothe-
caries, to fcrawl labels upon gallipots?
Believe me, firs, our icholars are, in ge-
neral, the dulleft of dull. men; hecaufe
a perfuafion of fchool confequence, kehep:s

B | them
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them from all felf- knowledge s they con-
traCt a miferable narrownefs of opinion,
and pronounce all men blockheads, who
have not been claffically educated like
themfelves. Let thefe confequential men
inform me, what they have collected from

the odes of Horace and Auac eort, that
fhould fo exalt them above the croud

or iet them inform me, what advantage
- can be derived from a converfation with
the ancients, that the moderns -are not
. pofiefied of already. Let them  wafle
their lamps 1in midanight ftudies, and ema-
ciate their bodies by the appiication of
their minds ; and let them have fame for
their fortures but remembec:, 2 very
httle Iearnmg is fufficient to maxe a zood
man, and that all the kno ‘!(‘dgc of

Greece and Rome, will never vinaicate 3
bad one.

| @Hﬂ?ﬂ
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CHAP XXVIL

OU will find a general affetation of
AL - language in public fpeakers, which
betrays a want of argument in themfelves,
and infults the fenfe of every man who heary
them. © They will {pm out an orarion at
the bar, or a fermon in the pulpit, to an
hour’s length, the fubftance of which
might be collected in ten lines, and deliver-
ed in as many minutes. I will inftance
fome of their arts, ‘to teach you it is con-
temptible and unworthy,

A certain orator, who, in my day, ufed
(0 read le€tures upon eloquence to the la-
dies and their lap-dogs, {peaking of a tree,

went
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went on as follows : The root, the trunk,
the bark, the body, the fap, the branches,
the buds, the leaves, the blofloms, and
the fruit. By which means, he took up
fo much time in wire-drawing four letters,
that the audience forgot the connection of
the laft fentence, and the gentleman had
the liberty of taking an abrupt leave of his

fubject, and proceed upon another head,
without 1injuring his oration.

I remember to have {at undera preacher,
whofe private character, I am well inform-
ed, was a very correCt one, who injured
the influence of his example, by the ob-
fcurity and languor of his precept ; by an
affectation of origmality, and an unnatural
attention to language, while the bufinefs
of his difcourfe flood flill.  When fpeak-

ing once of the prophecy of the deftruction
of Jerufalem, inftead of dwelling upon the
horrors of fuch a vifitation, in a rational,
alarming way, he attempted to entertain
his audience by a poetical pi¢ture.  Her

proud
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proud palaces, her lofty domes, her ftate-
ly edifices, her glorious temples, her {trong
battlements, were to be laid low, and the

found of merry miniftrelfy to be heard
within her walls no more.

Now let me caution you againlt being
furprized at {uch preaching, it may pleale
the ear, 1t may win the pafiions ; but how
will your follies be reproved, your picty
eltablifhed, or your judgment informed ?
And remember it is a fure fign, either of -
want of abilities, or a want of {erioufnefs,
in {upporting the oreat caufe, the preacher
1s mnftrudled to the care of. Let your {peak-
ing and writing be free from fuperfluous
frudied expreffions. If a meaning can be
conveyed in three plain words, {fudy not
to ufe four; and refpelting what 1s calied
eloquence, leave others to water that gar-

den, and gather the fruits of 1t, when they
have done.

Yor. L. O You
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You will havethe moft melancholy pic-
ture of the weaknels and mifery of morta-
lity conflantly before you. You will fee
milerable wretches of threefcore, {tooping
beneath the weight of wealth ; accumulat-
g, by the molt ageravated oppreflions on
the poor, an increafe of affli€lion on them-
felves; loft to every thing, but their farms,
and their merchandizes, their contracts,
and their gains : each returning fun that
rifes on their pale noturnal vigils, hights
them to additional care, to harrow up theur
{pirits within themn. They monopolize the
bounties of heaven, and fhut their grana-
ries from the poor that are pining in the
ftreets, and vet talk of honefly, of juftice.
Infolent flaves ! they dare to cenfure the
highwayman and the houfe-breaker, and
call murder an enormity ! But the arm of
heaven is not thortened, and vifibly vilits
for thefe things.

I warn you to beware of wealth, or be
content to bid adieu to felicity for ever.

The
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The compilers of our litany have wilely
connected 1t in one petition with the moft
folemn circamftances that can attend us 2
“ In all time of our tribulation, in all time

of our wealth, in the hour of death, and
in the day of judgment.”

You will find as you advance to age,
when the warm impetuofities of youth are
forgotten, avarice, like a viper, will be
creeping to your bofom, and it will demand
every effort of your reafon to oppole its
infinuating progrefs. It preys perepetual-
ly on peace, like a vulture gnawing at the |
vitals, It freezes up the warm blood
about the heart, and makes the call conti-
nually overflow, It deltrovs every tender,
every rational, every laudable emotion of
the man, the affeétions bow down belore
it; and 1t contralts the powers of the
mind to nothing. It faft bars the gates
of heaven eternally, and kindles hell
within the centre of the {oul. It allowsno
reft for the fole of the foot by day, nor

O 2 for



(148 )

for the temples on the pillow by night,
and makes exiftence ‘the oreateft of all
curfes.  Say unto wifdom, firs, thou art
my fifter, and think carefully of thefe
things.

The little advantage of fortune provi-
dence has blefled you with, employ, like
nolitical flewards, for the benefit of the
poor and needy. Water the dry ground.
As it will ever become you to inform the
irnorant by your counfel, fo will the cala-
mities of the poor have always a claim
upon yoar purfes.  Chear the drooping
children of modelt merit, who conceal
their forrows 1n the thade, and rather pa-
tronize men of want, than men of genius.
Be not indiferiminately liberal, but fecure
a conftant fund for the benefit of future
claimants.  You will find the ftreet
abounding with beggars, who prefer a pre-
~carious fubfiftence to the care of thewr
parifhes, and you will be told, they are
no objets of diitrefs, but vagrantsaccord-

1Ng
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ing to law 3 but let not the pleas of fordid
minds excufe you from diftriburing a few
pence, for remember the love of freedom
is a univerfal paffion, and perhaps in their
fitvation you might do the fame., And
trult me, young men, [ give you a pro-
found leffon of confummate wildom, when
I conjure youto defpife money, to defpile
moncy.

Be ever chearful to do the ftriceft juf-
tice to the minutell graces 1n -other men,

and think, and fpeak tenderly of their meft
capital errors.  Confider how far the
want of education, the bad examples of
parents, the profligacy of young compa-
nons, tram the inconfiderate to violate the
laws of their country, and to forfeit theis
lives for the crime.  Commiferate the
hardnefs of the bad man’s heart, and let

your pity follow the obdurate felon to the
callows,

O 3 If



(150 )

If you with to be wife, you will be hunt-
ble, very humble: you will lead the blind
tenderly by the hand, and eafe the weary
traveller of his burden. A fenfe of your
own infufficiency will tcach you to allow
for all the deficiencies of others, and you
will reverence honefly in rags, and will call
every man your brother: fo {hall you never
be mortified by the ill-natured refleCtions
of the world, nor be inclined to refleét on
1t in return.  If you are meek yourfelves,
you will confider 1t becoming to difcoun-
tenance the arrogance of others. You
will refpeét only intrinfic dignity, and pay
- no {uperftitious regard for the fur gown
of an alderman, the garter of a peer, or
the trappings of a king, Youwill vindicate
the fuperior excellency of the {oul, that
portion of divinity which blazes as ftrong
in the bolom of the begear as m the
princes of the earth, the mighty rulers of
the nations. Never, I mtreat you, let your
fenfe be awed by {uperfluous appendages
of the man, but weigh his virtues in the

fruc



(151 )

erae balance, and judge of him by his
intrinfic perfections, Feed not the info-
lent vanity of therich ; gratify not the
fancied fuperiority of the proud; yield
not to the nominal charatter of any; but
diveft allof theirexternalrecommendations,
and judge freely without diftinCtion of
every one who 1s deficient 1n real merit;
Be humble without meannels ; be corre&t
without pride ; be zealous without hi-
gotry 5 be {pirited without relentment.

CHAP:
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C II A P. XXVIIL

- A VOID idlenefs, as you would ef-

. A cape perdition; fhe 1s the mother
of all immorality and prophanenels, and
the caufe of more corruptions than can
be enumerated 1n many volumes. Men
of fortune are her particular votaries and
flaves ; they make every valuable facri-
fice at her fhrine, and court her with the
blindeft devotion. She claffes the noble-
man and the pick-pocket together, and
feads men of the firft public ftations in
the kingdom to aflociate with the wvileft
reptiles m the land. She teaches her
fcholars to devote all their talents and
time to ratling of fquare pieces of

1VOry,
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ivory, and fhuffling of painted pafte-
boards, diftinguithed by dice and cards,
They will rifque an eftate upon the
valour of a game-cock, or the fleet-
nefs of a courfer, and ftake as much up-
on the crawling of a vile maggot on a
table, the trickling of a drop of ramn
down the window-fafh, or the drawing of
a flraw from the thatch of an hovel, as
will keep a large family of pining poor
for one year, and very frequently for fe-
ven, Yet, m all this time, their honeft
indullrious tradefmen are facrificing, from
the largenels of their debts, and the
length of their credit, while their miftrefles
are riotting upon the wreck of their for-
tunes. Yet thele unaccountable men
talk of the antiquity of their titles, talk
of the dignity of their blood, pride them
on the honour of their anceftors, when

they have no honour, no character of their
oW,

My



(154 )

My dear rational young friends, you
- have immortal fpirits to provide for ; you
“are travelling very faft for eternity, and
fland each doubtful moment on-the brink
of the cold grave. You are accountable to
heaven, to {ociety and yourfelves, for the
employment of every hour of your time;

and you will eflentially ferve yourfelves
by ferving others, and not fuffering

your hours to be negligently walled a-
way.

In the great city you will be thocked
at tne inequali'ty of thofe wile laws, on
which Englifbien fo particularly pride
themfcives.  You will fee the moft horrid
oppreflions, might trampling upon right,
the beam of jullice biafled by the ftrong
hand of power. The 1nns of court {warm
with litigious mercenaries, who fet {ociety
together by the ears, and prey upon their
properties when they have done. Be
cautious how you lillen to their councils,
and rather renounce a fmall legal claim,

than
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than fecure the certain lofs of gaining a
viCtory over your adverfary,

If you are inclined to be languid or
infenfible of the advantages of your fitu-
ation in life, turn your thoughts to the
many thoufand wretched objets that are
languithing 1n hofpitals, that pine in pri-
fon houdes, that groan in dungeons, and
perith 1n the flreets continually,  Think
how many are galpmng on a fick-bed, or
{inking in the great deep 5 how many are
burted 1n mines, and court death with
earncit folicitation.  Thele reflettions will
roufe you ; they will awaken you to a
fenfe of your own happinefs, and ftimu-
late you to adore that good providence,
who has {o gracioufly diftinguithed you,
by a great mulutude of its mercies.

CHAP,
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CHAP XXIX.

OU will have every temptation

to be carried with the flream, in
purfuit of public amufement. The play-
houle, the opera, the midnight mafque-
rade, and many other fafhionable enter-
tainments, lead the young of both {exes
to every excefs of diflipation; where
health 1s facrificed, and fenfe neglected ;
where morals are perverted, and characters
deftroyed ; where the precept of the pa-
rent 1s defpifed, and the leffon of the
tutor forgotten. I have a pofitive opinion
of your difcretion, and will truft you to
confult a moderation and prudence, in
every purfult of your lives, I will ad-
mi
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mit you may indulge yourfelves with
fome degree of thefe kind of amulements,
with entire fafety ; but remember, it a
mifcondu@ fucceeds, you were iludious
to tempt temptation,

Let your drefs never be {ubject to the
capricious vicifiitudes of falhion 3 for by
drefs you will obferve all orders of men
reverfed, and all ages confoundeld toge-
ther. I have feen clela}fmen i therr ca-
nonicals with jockey hats, and grave ci-

~tizens n pig-tails 3 mechanies appear like
dancing-matters, ant their wives fike la-
dies of pleafure; tnmen may wear bag-
wigs, and barbers flourith 1n the politelt
affemblics, with {word-knots and {foli-
raires.  The mother of a family, crown
bald with years, will carry a weighty com-
nofition of hair, pafte, powder and po-
matum ; and the young fop, her fon,

fuflams an immenfe colleétion of the ﬁl

materials on his thoulders. T he coxco-
mical *prentice {truts with his gold-he qdm-
Vou. L. P cane,
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cane, his {cented handkerchief, and. lis
{nuff-box, while his mafter groans beneath
a weight of metal buttons, and the di-
menfions of a wig that invelope him.
There is no confillency in fafhion ;
you may one day be called upon ‘to
wrap your neck m large bandages of cam-
brick, and the next a fmall flock may
fupply its place; to-day a long waillcoat
fhall be the pinnacle of the mode, and
to-morrow 1t muft give place to fome
newer fafhion. The alteration of a flecve
is confidered a marter of the greateft mo-
ment; and vet when, in obedience to
foolifh talle, you have complicd with all
this, fome new mode mflantly ftarts up,
and you are frightful, you are hideous.
How contemptible 15 {uch inconflancy,
in what 15 called fafhron! They argue the
benefit of trade, and I do not object to
men of fortune changing their coats of-
ten 3 but why mult they fo often vary the
thape of them, or dwell fo much on things

of
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of no moment. Gentlemen, confult de-
cency always, avold formality always ;
but do not be the ridiculous dupes of
thofe mnfignificant puppies, who prelcribe
to others that drels, which they think bett
becoming in themielves @ 1t 15 abominable,
oentlemen, to think how much attention
s patd 1m0 Loadon, to the {orry article of
catinng, by creatures who are ail can-
didates for a fhroud.  Avoid it, as you are
wite youno men; avold 1r, and atrend to
things of greater concern,
There are certain words in ule with
retatlers of fmall tali in London , fuch
as lafte, wirtu, critique, connoiffenr, beaux
efprits, ancl telles letires, &ec. thele are
feidom employed, but to exprels lome-
thing uncommon, and for that reajon it
varcly happens, that common {enfe has
any thing to do with them. For inftance,
thould forne great genius, by [x months
clole application and hard {tudy, produce
2 tooth-pick, or a fmellingibottle, on a

Pa new
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new conftruction, he would be directly
{et down for a man of Zaffe; but fhould
this great creature fcamper twenty miles
over hedge and ditch, in purfuit of a
butterfly, it would be more than tafte, it
would be politively wrmvz,  Should he
condefcend to fit m judgment on every
new play that is acted, and every literary
compolition the prefs teems with, he
vould, without hefitation, be pronounced
a learned ¢riigue 5 and mfalhbly ecure
the character of a profound commoiffenr, by
diftinguitbing graces mn painting that are
nst to be found, and dwelling upon de-
formities that never exifted. It 1s very
rare to meet o many {trong lines of per-
feClon in one charater 3 but fhould this
fame great man be qualified to talk baw-
dry, without ftammering over his fourth
bottle, or to write an elegy on a lady’s
lap-dog, no body will be {o infenfible as
to deny that he is perfectly one of the
beay efvrits, and has a ftrong knowledge
of the belles lettres. 1 have {omething to

- fay
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fay to-you refpecting the ladies (my dear |
Betfy will be jealous of the honour of her
fex, and may retire if fhe pleafes). The
ladies of Londen are very fair and very
faulty ; their education, in the oencral,
is uniformly falle, and their notions of
confiftency almoft as generally miftaken.
Their {enfe matures much {ooner than that
of our lex, and theu ideas of a qualifi-
cation to judge for themfelves, in points
of moment, betrays them much {oener in
life into a falfe opinion of thetr own
power, and a confidence in their own
weaknefs ; they labour, early in life, un-
der every difadvantage; the partial mo-
ther lays the foundation for that vanity,.
the chamber-maid as conftantly increafes,
and the lover as certainly confirms. Mifs
is no fooner arrived at her teens, but vi-
vacity is encouraged for wit, and a for-
tunate pestaefs of remark, is mifconltrued
for a flrength of underftanding,  She
affociates with girls of her own ags,
equally giddy with herfelf, and employs.

P 3 all
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all her attention upon the mullmer, the
hatr-drefler, the dancing-matter, the fat.
terer, and the fathions. Her young com-
panions teach her to ridicule a man of
{fenic, and call him formal; teach her to
defpife the language of truth, and call it
dulnels y teach her to admire the 1gno-

rance of a fop, and call it charming 3 in
fhort, teach Ler to negleét every aniable
qualification fhe 1s miftrefs of, and call 1t
oaiety, politenefs, and plealure. Their
converfation 1s confined to cards and
triftes 3 a little poetry, and a very little
French ;5 a little fentiment, and a very lit-
tle reafon, I am far from intimating
they are incapable of better information
reverence the natural fulcepubility of
my country-women, as much as I admire
their beauties ; 1 objedt not to the capa-
cities of their minds, but the errors of
their education, I know many of the
fex are as diftinguifhable for the graces of
their underftanding, as for the lovely ele-
cance of their forms, or the {weet fym-
metry
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metry of their features 3 but 1 have often
lamented, that the generality are not {ufe
ficiently political, 1 improving the ad-
vantages of thelr perfons, by the mare
lafting accomplihments of the mind.

In converfation they grievoully tax the
judgment of men of fenfe, and demand
from them the moft effeminate puerilities
of language, the moft ridiculous indul-
gence to the weaknefs of their humours 3
they fancy a {overeignty in the power of
their charms ; they fancy a {ecurity in the
pride of their reafon ; but too frequently
and too fatally experience, that beauty is
a bloflom, and wifdom 1s vain, and that
rumn too conftantly attends them.

My dear friends, what melancholy
proofs of the deformity of vice, and ex-
tremity of mifery, do the {ireets of Lox-
don difplay! Each night the unhappy
daughters of infamy and {eduction fwarm
in every avenue of the metropolis; their

beauty
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beauty humbled 10 the duft, and all their
vanity laid low. Pointed at by their own
{ex, and ill-treated by ours, they {eem to
confider themlelves deferted of heaven and
the world, and plunge 1nto every excels
of deftruction, an horrid defpondency can

 leadto. How many fair forms, fathioned

in the finet mould of {ymmetry and per-
fection, who have been nurfed in the {oft-
eft lap of delicacy, whofe infant hours
have been watched over with the ftricteft
affiduity and tendernefs, ftretched upon
the cold pavement, and perifhing with fa-
mine, petition fome fhelter from the mid-
night tempeft; yet find no hand to help,
no heart to pity them. Oh! think ye,
what mult they {uffer from the heavy hand
of affli¢tion, wholc profperity is wretched-
nefs in the extreme. They fly towine for
an afylum from refleGtion'; they fly to
company for a retuge from themftlves.
Lolt to every {hadow of virtue, every:
dawning of repentance, they ftudioufly
confule the rum-of our fex, that firlt de-

oraded.
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oraded them, and think of penitence no
more. My much loved pupils, if you
think ferioufly of this melancholy pitture,
it is impoflible you fhould hold the leaft
commerce with the decetved, or be your-
felves decervers. 1 will now particularly

addrefs me to my fon,

CHAP,.
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¢ H AP XXX,

B pur

L\ /: ASTER Bentley! fir, your youny
; fufcepttb] heart has hitherto ¢l-

caped every motion of the tender paflions
but the day may come, when you will
acknowledge the power of the blind divi-
nity, and worfhip devoutly at his fhrine.
Let me, therefore, fir, give youa few
cantions, INever {uffer your affeCtions to
be ablolutely engaged, before your judg-
ment 1s ccoiiy confulted.  Guard againft
the {uperficial accomplithments of a face,

ad look deeply 1nto the intrinfic excellen-
cies of tie mind. Prefer a fine temper to:
a fine fortune, and make beauty an nferior
confideration.  Keep from the affetation
of prudes, the levity of cequets, the fen-
tentioufnels of book-learned women. Ex-
pect from matrimony much reafo., but no

rapture
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yapture s and chufe o wifey that you ixay
educate yourfelf.  Deliberately examine
the minutia of her difpofition at home and
abroad, her converfation m private, her
condu&t to relations, her behaviour to
fervants, her treatment of the poor, Flat«
ter no foibles. + Be frec to correlt every
miftake, and treat her with the fidelity of
2 tender friendfhip, the generofity of a {lrict
candour. Above all things, be circums
{pect that her devotion is zealous, not me-
chanical, and that the fets. a religious ex-
mnple to all about her. Teach her,
drefs, to oblerve a decent elegant exadl-
nefs, rather than a modifh variety; to
avold as much as pofiible all evotlm and
perfonality 1n dicourfe; tobe chearfully
entertaining  and inflructive ; to confult
the firictelt harmony, andtorecommend a
oceneral diftant politenels to every mem-
ber of her little houlhold,  Inflruéther to
educate her children by hereye, and to
demand from them a uniform refpectiul
obedience. Let her commands to fervants

be
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be executed with filent alacrity, and equal
decorum; and let your table be frugal
with ftri€t hofpitality, and plentiful with
perfect prudence. Your own {enfe will
fuggelt much more. Thefe are fome
brief heads of advice, which I offer with
a perfuafion of domg you fervice. Many
years of my life have been fpent, in giving
you my {entiments refpecting the more ma-
terial article of religion: I need not dwell
upon it here. There are many minute
charges I could plead upon, but conceive
what I have faid will be fufficient. If you
obferve that, you will be juft, you will be
oenerous, you will be humble, you will
bedevout, and live {fuperior to the common
maxims of the world, You will forgive
orcat injuries from others, fooner than
forgive yourfelf the fmalleft injury done
them. You will not be meanly fuperfiiti-
ous, nor weakly credulous in your deal-
INGS with fociety. You will be patient 10
adverfity, and confiftent 1n profperity .
you will ferve God zealoully; honour the

kmg
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 king faithfully 3 and love your nexghbour
as 5ourfel and be happy.

In this manner did Mr. Bentley con-
{tantly inftruct the young men, till the
evening preceding their departure.

After deferibing the tender confiict of
the two lovers in the wood, it will be fu-
perfluous to dwell unon the particulars of
their parting,  Suffice 1t therefore to fa'y,
it was muenally affectionate, an eternal
conttancy was agreed upon on both fides, a
future conllant coriefpondenze by Jetwer
propoicd 1n ablence, and they anticipated
the pleafure of meeting again.  They em-
braced tenderly, and wept; and wept, and

embraced againy and as [airfield was giv-

| ing his laftalute, Mils Petfy {queezed him
cently by the hand, and looking aftec-
tionately 1n his face, -faid, < Remember, fir,
you carry with you the heart of this plain
oirl before you, and if 1t be pofiible for
you ever to  be neglefttul of fo tender a
Vou. L, Q. charge,
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charge, it will inevitably: be broken. May
the bleflings of the. Almighty be with you,
wherever you are, and may you return with
double prejudices in- favour of this-fpot,
and every thing -about ir.” The:young
gentlemen particularly thanked Mr. Feis-
Jey, - for the kind cautions he had nftil-
led into them, - and promufed to keep: hus
Jefion as ahvery law for their condu, and
to fubmit all their proceedings m Low-
dow to his conftant infpeClion.  Thenr
parting was particularly pathetic, the {en-
{ibility of all theparties operating together;
indeed Mr. Bentley was almofl inconfolable
in the profpect of their taking {o diftant
a journey, and tofuch a fcene; however,
he made the beflt ufe of his reafon, mJ}d
fmothered half his feelings, though the
other half flowed plentifully at his eyes
He accompanied them to the ceach at Car-
marthen, and, after many cordial carefies,
100k his leave, and faw the ftage proceed-
ing falt for Londen. He flopped at fome
lictle diftance from the inn, and followed

the
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the -vehicle with his eye: his emotions
were uncommonly poignant at thatinftant;
he felt an undefcribable objection to their
journey, and would have given much to
have had them reltored to him ; but it was

too late, and he proceeded flowly home-

ward, to confole his daughter in' their
abfence,
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CHAP.  XXXL

A S M. Coachman generally compli-
/'"_',.1 ments nis cattle at firfl {etting . out
vitiv:a fmack of his whipcord extraordina-
1'}*., “our young travellers were {fooh out of
fight, and the novelty of every thing abetit
them reconciled their new ﬁhuatmn No-
thing material happened to retard their
journey, tll they arrived within a few
1hiles of Gloucefter, when one of the fprings
eiving way, the travellers were ob‘igcd Lo
proceed on foot, while the coach went for-
Wwardt to get repaired.  ©ur young friends
'walked -arm In arm together, and were
liftening to the Jwect melody of birds, and
admir-
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admiring the beauties of the country, when
they perceived a man at a {mall di:ance,
who was finging merrily before them. He
carried a fmall bundle of linen with an
hazel ftick upon his thoulders, and was
playing with a little dog that frifkedabourt
him. Sometimes he would rub his hands
joyfully together, and mend his pace; then
whiltle a freth tune, and dance carelefsly
along,  As he perceived the yeung gen-
tlem:n behind bum, he flopped thort, and
civilly faluting them, requefted the favour
of their company; and as the good-
natured affability that appeared .in his
face particularly pleafed them, they made
no helitation 1 complying. * Gentlemen,
faid he, by the credit of my family, I don’t
think you will find an happier man than
Toin Caxon in the three kingdoms. A
pennyworth of warm purl, which I got
juft now at the Plough yonder, has com-
forted me amazingly, and I think I never
was 1n better humour with myfelf and all

Q3 matts
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mankind, than at this inflant. As we
have fome way to walk, and have no par-
ticular engagements on our hands, {uppofe,
gentlemen,. I treat you with a few choice
anecdotes of .my life, to pafs away the
time.” They confenting, he began, « Tho’
it 1s cullomary with all great men, wha
are about to give fome account of therr
hives and memoirs, to trace back their an-
eellry -as many centuries as they are able;
yet, firs, the incorre&tnefs of parifh regil-
ters furnifh me with a very {ufficient ex-
cufe for confining my relation to my im-
mediate father, Mr. Epbraim Caxon, who
was regularly trained to the razor and the
comb, and had the honour to carry a wig-
box in the reign of Georze the Second.- %
thall only obferve; refpeting my mama,
that fhe was the-daughter of her mother,
who hac taken fuch pious pains with her
education, that fhe could make a pudding

without a written reccipt, and, what is ve-
| ry remarkable, could toalt a welch-rabbit
11}
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in very great perfeftion, by tlie mere light
of her underflanding. Thus defeended,
you will. guefs I had.every capital advanx
tage of birth, parentage; educafion, &c.
Indeed, I Ver}iea'\"lyt in life difplayed & {u-
pernatural force of genius, for having once
fallen afleep, and dropt my hand againft
the. candle, I withdrew it. of my own
accord, without a fingle foul betng prefent
to prompt me. It would amaze you to
hear.the witticiims of mu infant years,
fuch as ' chopping off cats tails, crop-
ping the ears of .kittens, fallening
canifters to dogs, {cattering . peafe vpon
frair-cales, defiling the bells of fober ¢iv
tizens, blowing out paper-Janthorns, falt«
ening watchmen into their bexes, cracks
ing of lamps, cum multis aliis, too tedious
to. miention. You muft know, gentle-.
men, 1t 1s faithfullv recordea v the. ar<
chives of our houle, that betore I. was
fixteen, I had caretully overiet forty-feu
ven cherry-barrows, led fix-and-twenty:

blind
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blind men into keanels, tied eleven dead
dogs to a: many knockers, and thrown
gunpowder into every old woman’s char-
coal-pan between Whitechapel and Charing-
crofs. - My grand fort confifled i ailtri-
buting penny-poft letters for the benefit
~of the community, by which means I
fent a variety of his Majelty’s liege fub-
jects on f{leevelefs errands, and often made
people, who were thy of good company,
keep confiderable levees. Once I remem-
ber I fent a man-midwife to a very good
fort of an old gentlewoman of feventy-
three, and ordered a large parcel of child-
bed linen to three fuperannuated veftals :
by tying lines acrofs the foot-way, I have
i my time triped up feventeen common-
council men, ftaggering from venifon-
fealts, and faftened crackers to the tails of
as many more. On Twelfth-day I ufed to
tack more {inners together than a Fleet-
parfon, and was always very witty i fend-
g to the Amfterdam Fly on April morn-

ing ;
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ing ; but, gentlemen, you may take my
word for it, if you pleafe, that.it hath re-
pented me fore for all thefe things . but
you know weme omnibus horis [apit , and
every man, they tell you, is born to fome

plovmce, fo wit, fheer-wit, Imppened to
be mine,

.I.,r
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CHAP XXXIL

S my education was pretty liberal,

(egad | 1 believe you guefs that)
I had before 1 was feventeen gone clean
throvgh my accidence ; could decline
mufa 3 menfa, €& neminativo hic lapis, a
fione, like a prince orparfon. Indeed I
began to be tco much for my mafer,
ecad | gentlemen, I could fay the three
fﬁx{’c Lnes of gque genus pat; I could
fay profoace eft que veflum 5 1 could fay
propria que warious ; and, what 1s very re-
markable, read the roth chapter of Ne-
bemiah : all this, and much more, T could
do, which modefly forbids me to mention.

But,
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But, gentlemen, to proceed: from the
ume of my ftudies to my advancement
in.polite life, I was recommended by 011§
of the truftees of the charity-fchool, that
had the honour to educate me 1 fa}r;
firs, by his efpecial intereft, and very cor-
dial rccommendation, I had an appolnt-
ment to black fhoes, clean kuives,
nurfe the children, run of errands, and
wait at table, m a merchant’s houle in
the. city ; indeed, if my miftrefs had no
commands for h_me,‘l_ was admitted 1nto
the cﬁunting, houfe, by way of diftinction,
to {ave, in time, the expence of a clerk.
Well, gentlemen, would you believe 1t 3
that with all thefe advantages I took to
bad: courfes, drank three pints of {mall
beer a day, eat hearty becaufe I was
hu_ngry, complained becaufe 1 could
not help it, and decamped 1 a fortnight
without beat of drum. Sic. tranfit gloria
Mt *

I wrote



( 180 )

' 1 wrote 2 fine hand, -and -underftood
fomething of accounts, fo I determined
to get into a counting-houfe, or do no-
thing 5 for you muft know we gentlemen,
who are educated at the public expence,
have made a point, of late years, not to
degrade our families by any dirty mecha-
nic employment whatever; by which means
we have the honour to fubvert the good
“order of fociety, and to fhut out from
counting-houfes all fuch prefumptuous

perfons as are qualified at a great expence
to fill them.

It was not long before I heard of an
attorney who wanted an hackney-writer,
and foon fettled mylelf with him, to write
fixteen hours out of the four-and-twenty,
for the choice pay of ten fhillings a week,
T foon began to enter with {pirit into my
new fituation 3 my fellow clerks were all
gentlemen, and inftrudted me afliduoufly
in what is called life 5 {o that by the time
I had been engaged a month, I drank

and
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and whored; and talked bawdry with the
beft of them. Indeed I did not dine of-
ten for fear of injuring my health, yet
I foon procured a fhirt with a ruffle ar
the fleeve of it, and figured away with a
oold loap m my beaver; I was oenteelly
introduced to dirty-fhirt coffee-houfe, and
thould have become a member of the
{wearing fraternity, if an unlucky accl-
dent had not blafted all my hopes of pre-
ferment, and once more left me to the
world, This was no other than my inad-
vertently fpoaking b to a chient, who
was to have been kept m tne dark, for
which heaven, I hope, will forgive me.
Murtali fuinus 1s a trite proverb, and in
more circumflances of my life than one
I have found it fo; but, gentlemen, in
this world, nec celeri, ancc forte, the race 1s
not to the {wift, nor the battle to the
frrong, or my fprightly genius had never
been eclipled as it has been.

Vor. 1. R After



( 181 )

After T had parted with my old maller,

the attorney, I joon began to [ink into
the fhades 3 my drapery dechined daily,
and a conitant neghgent difhabille ioon
fucceeded. My poor {olitary ruflled fhirt
was reduced to a very plain one, and, by
fome means or other, the finery of my
hat had deferted 1es ftation. However,
firs, my {pirits never forfook me; I
whillled over the funeral of my lalt fix-
pence, as merrily as ever, and whiffed
my fhort pipe as gaily as I was wont to
do. I fhould foon, however, have whiltled
on the other fide of my mouth, if an ac-
quaintance haa not recommended me,. as
an affiltant to a ichoolmalter, a few miles
out of town ; I pledged the honour of a
ocntleman as a collateral fecurity for a de-
cent fort of coat with a friend, to make

my firft appearance, and was very {oon
lettled in my new office.

CHAP
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. Y enquiring the circumftances of the
L parents, 1 foon learned which were
the brighteft boys, and always obferved,
they promiled to make the greatelt men,
whofe friends invited me moft frequently
to dinner. My fhipend was not quite
‘equal to that of a prime minifler, and ra-
ther inferior to a lord’s of trade; but
ftill 1t enadled me n time to recruit my
wardrobe a lhittle, and I foon arrived to
fuch a pitch of genility, as to wear two
clean fhirts a weck, and a japanned pair
of pumps on Sziday : Indeed 1 employed

R 2 my
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my leifure -hours in learning fome wild
notes on the violin, and in a fhort time
acquitted mylelf {o well as to pick up a
little money that way. I can fing a to-
lerable good {ong vpon occafion, and was
feldom abfent when any merry-making
was going forwards ; fo [ foon began to
cock my hat, and kifs the gils like a
Miohometen.  Here began a frefh trouble ;
but the fickl ej‘ ¢, Irortune, always loves
1o ;:::.y her tricks on men 1 power, for

Aiti turris cadunt dum bumiles cofie flant.

You fhall hear, gentlemen, how foon
my lautels withered 1n the duft, and all
my giory faded. As I was {aying, 1 he-
oan to play a few fool’s tricks with the
badies 3 to be fure my perfon, as you pey-
cerve, was unexceptionable, and my talent
for flattery, in my opinion, the molt be-
witching of any man’s I ever heard of.
Then, firs, 1 could write love-lesters as

falt
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faft as wild-fire ; and laftly, to crown ail
my accomplithments, I wrote fuch a quan-
tit)} of love odes, and paftoral- elegies,
about Coliiz and Chloe, as would have
made you blefs yourfelves to have feen
them : yes, yes, I believe Tom' has 2
pretty talent for thele things, and dofifrot
love to bury it in a napkin : fo- you fhall
hear. ‘The writing of thefe delicate com-
pofitions fo- wrought upon the finer fibres
of my brain, that my mouth was con-
tinually full of {wains and: plains, rocks
and flocks, hearts and darts, rivers and
quivers; and I propofed to a very inge-
nious friend of mine, a barber of f{ome
eminence, to lead a pretty kind of paftos
ral life i the fhades, and retire at once
from the low commercial world together.
Ah, how exquifitely did that line dwell
upon my ear ! * -

Tityre tn patule recubais [ubTegmine fazi.

And I believe the {cheme might have been:
R 3 pracs
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practicable, ‘but for an unlucky accident
a fmall deviation from {ome of the chafter
rules of Aready, which happened-in the
following manner.

You mult know, beneath the fame roof
with this erroneous {inner dwelt a come-
- ly nymph, whofe poetical application was
Lucinda, but whole vulgar name was
Marzery. 1 had paid fome little courtthip
to. her, among the reft of the neighbours
hand-maids, and by feme means or other,
whatever unlucky planet prefided at that
inftant I cannot determine; but by fome
accident or other, I miffed my way one
¢ven to bed, and unhappily ftrayed into
that of Mrs, Margery’s, She, like a pru-
dent virgin, began to cry out, but I
affured her, 1if fhe bawled fo loud, {fome-
Ebﬂy would certainly hear her ; {o I even
took roffeflion of her blankets, without
fusther ceremouy or preamible, But the
cream of the jole Is to come yet ; for the
fame run of ul-fortune fliil purfuing me,

by
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by .fome accident or other, Mrs. Margery
foon proved to be in a thriving condition
‘had the matter refted here we might have
done well enough, but the mifchief of it
was, that the jade began to make fuch a
whining about the houfe, that I very
prudently. refolved to.decamp as fecretly
as poflible, and leave her to fettle ac-
counts with the parifhy but, as the devil
would have 1t, the got intelligence of my
intention, fo procured a warrant from a
juftice of peace to lay me in limbo, if
refuled to meet her at the altar. This
was a dreadful alternative, was it not ¢
To ftarve in prifon 1 thought was rather
uncomfortable, and yet to . get married
was terrible to be thought of 5 {o I even
determined to obferve a middle conduét,
and laid my plot fo dee,ly, that juft as
the man in black was going to ruin me,
to all intents and purpoles, I provided a
pleafant little circumftance that fufpended
the ceremony to this hour, by taking my-
felf out of the church, no fafter than my

legs
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 legs would carry me, with three fat con-
~ftables puffing at my heels, and almoft as
many hundred {petators. We had a
glorious -chafe of it, up hill and down
hill, for near two miles, ull 1 loft my
fears, got the better of my followers,

and 78 once more reached the city in
fafety.

CHAP,.
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C HAP XXXIV.

FTER my fright was {ubfided,

I began to recollect myfelf a little,
and found that all the wit of the expe-
dition centered entirely in my heels; for
upon putting my right-hand gingerly 1n-
to my breeches-pocket, I produced from
thence, in the current coin of thefe king-
doms, as much fpecie as amounted to
two fhillings and four-pence halfpenny.
You may be fure this laughable circum-
france tickled my fancy heartily. So I
once more took to my private apartment,
up four pair of ftairs, m St Giles’s, in
perfe¢t good humour, and hlling my
fhort pipe, as ufual, began to call a coun-
cil, refpecting my future plan of opera-
tions. | very luckily recolleCted that
my mama was diftantly related to a gen-
tiewoman, who fcoured pewter in a great
man’s family, was very intumate with the

{cullion,
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fcullion, who knew fomething of ,the
cook, who could freak to the houfe-
maid, who did fpeak with the butler j and
by purfuing this gradation of intereft, I
was foon exalted to the place of footman.

Here my poft was perfectly lazy and
agreeable. I {pent the whole morning 1n
cleaning my teeth, and wathing my hands

with almond-pafle, powdering my hary,
{centing my handlherchief, filling my
Ihuff-box, &c. My principal bufireis
was dcnyiﬁg my maller to tradeimen, who
followed him into the houfe ; and levying
taxes upon poor parfons, who were occa-
fionally 1mvited to dinner; and needy can-
didates for preferment, who conftantly
attended his levee. T rook pious care to
be as licentious and impudent as [ was
‘able, and by that means foon acquired
the notice of the great man. My even-
1ings were conftantly fpent in intrigues
either at home or abroad, and [ once more
verihied the proverb, that ommia vincit amor.

A par-
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A particular good correfpondence {ubfift-
ed between mylelr and my lady’s woman,
and as we had both a prodigious pretty
fentimental capacity, we dedicaied our lei-
fure hours to the fervice of the mufes, and
produced I think 1n {ix months, by the
fupernatural fertility of our invention, up-
wards of twenty novels, fit for light fum-
mer’s reading ; and finifhed three alts of
one of the compleateil éonledics, I think,
that was ever alted on any ftage. It

abounded with what we literary charaters
~ call the pathetic or afftc¢tuofo; and I am
perfuaded, if ever I have leliure to finith
i, if it do not make a fentimental audience

cry their bellies full, I am no judge of
human nature,

But to return to my {tation. You may
depend upon it, when I had arrived atthe
high road of preferment, I neglccted no
opportuuity to advance myfelf, and there-
fore, m a very fhort time, by having my
~ mafter’s ear conftantly to myfelf, and Leep-

mg
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ing other folicitors at a diftance, I fecured
a confiderable poft under the government,
or, in.other words, was appomted an officer
in the excife, with a crentee] falary of faz £y
pounds per annum.

I thould have told you, gentlemen, that
before this event took place, I was moft
violently 1n oppofition, had exprefled my-
felf very fatyrically againft the minifter,
and written fome {mart things on the popu-
Jar fide of the queftion, 1n the Middleiex
Journal. I confefs, it vexed me, to think
of the many miftakes of government; but
what could one public fpirited individual
do, towards bringing about a general re-
formation of manners. However, gentle-
men, after railing fo long againft place-
men, I no fooner found myfelf m a fimilar
fituation with the gentlemen of his Ma-
jefty’s civil lift, than it repented me of the
feverity of my cenfure; and I refolved to
employ my future literary labours in de-

o - fence
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fence of my brother penfioners, and the
mealures of government altogether,

Many were the fpuited epiftles I wrote,
and great was the ervice I did the mi-
nifter,

Refpeéting my place, I might have
hived upon 1t genteelly enough, if it had
not been for the expences of meat, drink,
cloathing, walhing, lodging,' &c. but
as 1t was, you know a gentleman mult
always appear to confiderable advantage,
1 every deparment of life ; and egad, firs,
I believe few people were more jealous of
the dignity ef the character, than your
humble {ervant.

I was ftationed 1 a market-town, about
ten miles diltance from the capital, and as
nine out of ten of his Majefty’s revenue
officers were originally 1n my fituation, I
foon [craped acquaintance with feveral of
my brother quill-drivers, arnd particularly

Vor, 1. S IeCOoMm-
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recommended myfelf to the furveyor of

the diftri®, who had formelly carried a
flambeau in concert with a gentleman of
:my acquaintance. I becran to confider
‘mylelf at the #e plus ultra, as the faying is_
of preferment, and good fortune, when 2
‘moft unlucky acc1dent crufthed all my
.golden views, and reduced me at once to
a level with vulgar commoners. _

You mult know, gentlemen, a very
honeft good - fort of mpa, who had pziid
ffieen-pence in the pound to his creditors
without any deduction, was obliged foon
after to {et up a four-wheel chaife, 'to take
the air, and reftore his conftitution 3 and
having taken a particular fancy to my po-
litenefs of behaviour, my talent for telling
a good ftory, my vivacity, an. many other
" uncommon qualifications, he gave me the
liberty of riding out with himi, as often as
I thought proper.  Well, firs, wheiher
the fupervifor was jealous of the diftinc.

tion paid me, or however it happened, 1
can-
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-C‘annoth fay, but merely from the circtm-
ftan e of riding'in the good man’s vehicle,
I had the honour to be difcharged from
his Majefty’s fervice, and the only plea
alledged in defence of fo unconliitutional
a meafure was, that a imall quantity of -
face, amounting to lefs than five hundred
pounds, had been found in the feat of the
carriage 3 and that fome quantity of hyfon
tea, of about two tons, had been found m
his private warchoufe, and fuppofed to be
conveyed there through the fame channel.

R 2 - CHAP.
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CHAP XXXV,

OU wi all this, gentlemen, to
E_ have been a very comical circum-
ftance, and I believe 1t kept me laughing
‘three whole days and an haif, without
cealing, upon the ftrength of it.  Having
nothing 4o do, I felt an ancommen tlicity
1n the profpect of a future independence,
and refolved to employ all the powers of
my mind, to the advantage of {ociety, by
confining myfelf to literature altogether.

With this view, I colle@ted a fine quan:;
tity of the choicelt news-paper paragraphs
by way of a fample; and applymg myfelf
to a periodical publifher, foon got engag.
ed with him, on terms very highly to my
advantage. The man knew pretty well
what he wasabout; heknew I had atalent

for
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for the marvellous, and was feldom- at a

lofs, when a blank corner wanted filling
at any rate,

In that glorious ftation, great were my
exploits, great were the atchievemeats of
this right hand, great was my charaCter
for univerfal knowledge. I made fpeeches
for parliament-men to addrefs their confli-
tuents; by putting a large plece of paper
into a hat, I taught even aldermen to
harangue upon the huftings. Patriots and.
politicians grew eloquent from my wil-
dom, and my wit furnithed matter of dif-
courfe for all'the tea-tables in the town,
By:this right hand affifted only with a grey
coofe quill, Irouted an army of thirty
thoufand- Mahometans three times over,
I-ftormed feven caltles, and furprifed gar-
rifons innumerable. I funk and difperfed
veflels of all burdens, and manufatured:
hurricanes in the Halt-Indies, and earth~
ghiakes ‘at -home; I'made no fcruple of
afarrying people who never faw cach.

R 3 | other,
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other, atd killin o {uch-as never exifted:
It*’fdught duels ‘wihout number, and rua
feveral ‘good fort of people through the
body, without their knowing any thing of
the matter. I made conftantly the largeft
crops of corn, and the molt terrible thun-
der ftorms, that were cver remembered by the
- oldéft wan living. 1 could make one pota-
toe produce ten bufhels; and by my means
barren women -were often brought to-bed
of three-children, who were all likely.-to do
evell; 1 could fit me down in S Giles’s,,
and bring:an-exprefs from the Hague -oné
day, to havethe- pleafure of contradicting
it the fecond. I could divulge the private
confesences of the cabinet-council, and
make:peice or war at pleafure. My wir,
you' -muft kuow, had no mercy 5 I was.
puilty’ of crims con. with lady dowager§
and committed more- fornication. than
kmg Solomon: | .

&Il this, you may be fure, gave me Vaf’u
W*e1g11£<v1ih fetentific men, they reverenceds

4 i
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in: profound- (ilence;” thofe. talents -they-
could not comprehend.  In this ingenious
manner I lived a confiderable time,- with
the ftrictelt gentility. I darned my. own:
frockings, wafhed the fleeves and: col-
lar of an-old fhirt that was-made me a pre-
fent- of, enjoyed my pennyworth -of
purl over my half-peck of fmall coal, and
ufed to cogitate with my pipe and tabacco
1 great comfort. My finances grew fo
conjiderable at laft, that I allowed myfelf
two, [havings a-week,; and actually paid
oif a milk fcore of three thillings and four=

pence,that had been outftanding a twelves
month -

'Well oentlemen in that {weet calm of
pmlofophlc repofe I might have dozed to
this day;. 1f nothing had-happened to pre-
vent me 5 but very unfortunately, in one
of my witty paragraphs having tucked up
a lady of fathion in the fame bed with her
footman y -a red hot Irithman, who fwore

it oould be-no-body but his filler, - threat-
! ened
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ened the printer with profecution and per-
{ecution, if’he did not give up the author
to his vengeance,

Accordingly, gentlemen,..while I was
loft 1n the depths of the {weetelt reverie
that ever plaid upon the finer fibres of the
fancy, this il-bred fellow, without {end-
ing a card, paid an unexpected vifit to my
oarret, It was in vain, I told him the
paragraph 1 queftion was only a {pright-
by fally of my wit; the puppy knew no
nmore about wit, than a cow does of a new
fhilling ; and he obljged me to cut {o ma-
ny very {prightly capers, that I was hear-
tily rejoiced, when he condefcended to give
me:a; found kick' on,the breech, and led
me politely by the nofe down ftairs: for;
gentlemen, never having been regularly
bred to this baftinading bufinefs, 1 was a
lictle aukward under the manual difcipline:
he beftowed upon me.  But all this would
not have interrupted my ftudies, if he ve-
ry obhigingly had not threatened a profe-

| cution
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cytion: into the bargain.  So, to be fhort,
gentlemen, I was very foon after obliged
to fay once more to neceflity, who you
Y now 1s the mother of invention,

7
Fazs nibi magnus. Apollp.
A

CHAP.



CHAP XXXVIL

i Could not help fmiling at the devafta-
i tion the rude favage had committed in
my apartment, by flourtthing his cane
about my furniture. My poor broken
chamber-pot that was tied together with a
piece of packthread, was totally demohih-
ed, and the contents {pread abroad uvpon
my beft pig-tail-wig that lay by it mna
chair, - My {weet paftoral collcction of
flowers that flourifth=d 1n the window, was
ruined bevond repair, together with a hive-
Iy myrtle-tree that vegetated in a cracked
gally-pot, and {ome curious {prigs of mint,
that wantoned over my broken panes from
{ome phylical phials diftributed in the com-
pleateit order immaginable, 1 fav, no man,

with
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with a fpark of humour in his conftitution,
could heip enjoyinz-an uncommon enfa-
tion of delight, to have witnefied to the
general wreck, that was fcattered around
me.

The unexpected favour of the vifit that
had been pald me, and the compliments
that enfued upon it, operated fo power-
fully on the fufceptibility of my organs,
that it was fome lictle time before I could

etermine upon an expedient to fupply the
lofs of my literary employment’; however,
the charming fertility of invention, which,
egad! feldom failed me in an emergency,
determined me, without delay, to offer my
fervice to the manager of one of the Thea-
taes Royal: and as I could no longer in-
form the world by my pen, to inftruét them
in che art of oratory by my example.

I wathed my face, and waited upon the
oreat man in form; he received me with
great courtely, and condefcended to be

enter-
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entertained with'many ftrong fpecimens of
my abilities. I went through the foliloquy
of Hamlet with very great perfection :
I put out the light, and that, with won-
~derful propriety; and when I came in ano-
ther part to—* Let every villain be called
Pofthumus Leonates,” my voice was fo
audible, fo mufical, fo diftinét, and {o
clear, that a large body of people had
colleted themielves about the door, en-
quiring what mifchief was going forwards
within.  So, gentlemen, after I had gone
through my walk, trot, and gallop, the
manager {who Iobferved, by the encomi-
ums he pafled upon me, was an accurate
judgeof good ating) lamented in very po-
lite terms, that all the capital parts were
engaged for the feafon; that the world
abounded:,with {fo many great geniufes of
my caft, it was impofiible to provide for
them all; and concluded, by recommend-
fi*ng me to ftudv mute eloquence; and po-
fitively engaged to give me a fhilling a
night, every time I was wanied to march
in
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in folemn proceffion, and hélp to make
up a crowd. My alpiring-genius, gen-
tiemen, {oon began to fhew iefelf again,
and to emerge from mute oblivion ; for I
had not been employed a fortnight in the
capacity jult mentioned,” before I wnder-
took the crowing of the cock 1 Hamlet,
and actually perfonated the hinder partofa
dromedary, 1 Alexander’s triumphant
entry, -before the conclulion of the fealon.

. This, you may be fure, raifed my repu~
tation not a lictle s and as the fummer
{eaton advanced, when fmall detachments
of comedians were dratted off from the
main body to all parts of the kingdom, I
had the good fortune to be taken into the
fuit of one of the temporary managers,
and to acquit myfelt in feveral eminent ca-
pacities, to the general fatistattion of the
wholecompany. The highting upthe barn,
and fhuffing the candles, was part of Ry
province; befides which, 1 prepared the
thunder and lightning, and had the entire

- Vou. 1. L care
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care of the clouds. T prompted upon oc
calion, and had once the honour to carry
oreat néws: from Verona in perfon.
[ might have done very well, and have
0ot A fc ond-hand coat to my back by this
time, if, a5 I told you before, the fickle
voddefs did not take fuch delight 1n p‘er-
fecuting great men. But, as 1t happened,
I'was difcharged 1 direful difgrace, snd
left to take a frefh path in hife, wherever I
could find one. The occalion of my down-
fall was as as follows. Being {ent out for
a quart of brandy hot for Sigifmunda, 1
unluckily millook my meflage, and
brought purl inftead, that being my fa-
vourite liquory which fo enraged the lady,
tha' fhe difcharged the contentsfull in my
face, and exafperated me to that degree,
thut I told her hufband, I had feen {fome-
thing pafs between Tancred and his {poule
behind the {cenes, that was not altogether
agreeable to tic rules of the piece, or the
fentiments of the auther,  Tlis was a fad
thunder-
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thunderftroke to poor Siffredi, and if -his
rib had not found means to pacify him on
the fpot, the tragedy might have ended
ctore the fifth act began.  However, as
the art of a woman never fails in an emer-
gency of this pature, fhe eafily foftened the
relentment of the cuckold, and drew down
doublevengeanceon poor me ; fothat, by the
afliltance of a broomftick, they compelled
mg to make a precipitate retreat againft
all the laws of arms, and to congratulate
myfelf on finding my bones in fafety. In-
deed, I confidered {uch treatment a little
too cavalier, for one gentleman to receive
patiently from another; and eatertained
fome thoughts of fending him an imme-
diate challenge, and at the fame time pro-
pofed applying to a conftable, to be upon
the {pot to prevent our fighting: but fear-
ing a miftake of orders might prove fatal,
(as it did in a certain inftance laft war, that
I have read of) I determined to drop all
thoughts about vindicating the honour of
a gentleman for the prelent, and as 1t
T 2 hap-
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pened L be fair time in the town where [
was quartered, 1 went immediately and
oﬂ’efed my fervice to the mafter of a pup-
petdfhew, and agreed to {pin ribbands with
my mouth, and eat charcoal wraptin tow,
tor whatever he would give me.

" CHAP.



{ 209 )

CHAP XXXVIL

Have told you I play tolerably on a

fiddle, which was no {mall recom- -
mendation, and as I undertook to perform
a folo on the {alt-box, and eat halty-pud.
ding with-a child’s frock on, he made
no fcruple to take me into his fervice.
There I led the moft ealy chearful life
imaginable, following the cart with {cenes
and machinery in all hard weathers,
from one town to another, laying upon
clean ftraw fometimes in {nug barns, that
let the wind in from all points of the
compafs, and fometimes deferring a night’s
fleep to a more convenient Opportunity.

T 3 | My
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My bufinefs was to play the wires behind
the fcenes, and to fcrape moft furioufly
on the fiddle when the glaffes were bal-
lanced on the tobacco-pipe. I turned the
fea brifkly about, and pufhed forward fix
{ail of the line at the taking of Cape Bre-
ton, befides firing feveral fmall pieces of
artillery behind the fcenes, Well, firs, if
my maiter had kept thop open to this day,
I dare anfwer for it, we had never parted 5
but a riot Happening one night in the
booth, owing to fome young bucks, fome
choice {pirits, being intoxicated with li-
quor, poor Sally Saliflury was bafely vio-
Yated, Whittington and bis Cat demolifhed,
the whole court of King Pippin totally
ruined, the fea fet on fire, and chaos
feemed to have come again, My mafler,
poor man! was forced to leave off trade,
and your humble fervant, having con-
tracted a few decent debts, was forced to
leave the country,

C I was
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I was not, however, long at a lofs.for
employment, being a kind of citizen of
the. world, or uoiquitarian; for having
a {mall knowledge of my papa’s bufinefs; |
I made an agreement with an honeft bar-.
ber, at a village about five miles off, -to
buckle fpruce wigs, and take off the fupers
fluitiecs of the chin, on very modérate
terms,. and have lived very happily thefe
fix months in. that fitvation; I enjoyed
my joke and my fong, my pipe and my
browh bowl, and kept the cultomers in.
good humour while I twigged them by the.
nofe ; kifled my mafter’s daughter, pleafed:
my miftrefs, got a good name, and a
ftrong recommendation to a friend of theirs:
m town, to which place, gentlemen, I
am going. If you will {uffer me to treat:
you with a mug of beer at the next houfe,,
I will tell you fomething further refpe&-‘
ing the fitvation of my family. |

Bentley and Fajifield had Iooked alter-
nately at each other, curing the progrefs

, of
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of Tow’s ftorv, at a lofs to determine
what to think of 1t; bur as his-good na-
ture recompenfed for many deficiencies,
they readily agreed to attend him.

i

Bentley was particularly pleafed with
‘the more than floical mdifference with
which he met the difappointments of the
world, and congratulated him on a con-
ftitutional felicicy few men enjoyed. ¢ It
feems, Mr. Caxon, {aid he, that the con-
tentment of your own heart fets you fupe-
rior to the outward attraltion of circum-
ftances, and I think you are that fort of
man that could be merry, mn fome de-
gree, even in a prifon-houle, or a dungeon,
The fchools never taught you this, nor
1s 1t the confequence of any exertion of
your reafon ; bur it is more to you than
much gold, and many {miles of fortune.

You will not be furprized when you
arc to'd, your ftory has been directed to
young me., altogether unacquainted with:

the
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the world; if we obferve, you appear to.
have made many unwarrantable facrifices-
to humour and that we are as much at a
lofs to comprehend. fome of your mean-
1ngs, as 1f they had been delivered to us
1n one of the dead languages.

« I have been taught, fir, fincerity. from
my cradle, and will cenlure you, as-a
friend, for many improprieties you have
repeated ; but at the fame tme will.do
juftice to the liberality of your education,
and tell you, I conceive you have talents
might do you eflential {ervice, 11 rational-
ly applied. I am no judge of Latin my-
{elf, but conceive, from the familiarity
with which you quote it, you are a per-
fect mafter of that tongue.

You appear to have an ingemgify that
might qualify you for better fcenes, than
any you have paffed through, and a heart
capable of accommodating itfelf to every
fiuation 3 but, fir, you are ftrangely de-

ficient,
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ficient, methinks, mn found policy, and,
little as I know of the world, I think 1t is
your own fault it has vot ufed you
better. A fober, rational, religious con-
duct, would have ferved you beyond all
the little pleafantries vou fpeak of; and
though Iam a mere lad, and a novice in
the affairs of life, do let me advile you,
as a friend, to confult yourfelf, and ems-
ploy vour abilities like a good icholar,
and a good man.”

CHAUP.



CHAPTER the Lop.

I\ d R. Caxon {hook Bentley éordiéﬂy by
‘?' i the hand, declared he was as hon-
eft, and as fenlible a fellow of his years,
as he had ever converled with, and would
certainly f»llow his advice when he could
do no better ; in the mean tume, faid he,
as 1t may be a week or a fortnight be-
fore I begin this new trade of penitence
and reformation, will you honour me, my
worthy matiers, with the fmall Joan of a
few thillings 3 for politively, though I have
appearcd fo merry this morning, if you
knew all, you wow:d pity me. 1 am me-
lancholy enough at heart, I do affure you,
and with pretty good realon teo; for to
tell you the truth, my mouve for going

(o
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to town, at prefent, is this: ¢« My fifter
was traniported laft week for picking of
pockets ; my poor brother will certainly
be hanged for a highway-robbery, next
Wedie[day ; my father 1s to be whipped
to-morrow, at the cart’s tail, for flealing
of poultry; and my mother is dying in
an hofpital: Is there in creation a heart
fo callous, as to be infenfible to fuch a

ftory 2”

The young meninflinctively {fought their
pockets, and wiping away a tear, prefled
each of them a bit of gold, in filence,
unon Mr. Caxon. Towm took the money with
a folemn face, and feemed juft about to
put 1t into-his pocket, when burfting n-
to a loud laugh, he continued fhaking his
fides’ for many minutes, till recovering
himfelf a Iittle—* 5o you really, faid he,
thought I was 1n earneft, in all that ftate
of family difticls [ laid before you.
Egad, firs, 1f you attend to every tale of
difirefs of this fort when you come to

London,
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Foidon, you will have enough to do, I
can aflure you. DBut to be ferious for
five minutes in my life, I will give youa
leflon fhall be worth fomethig. In alk
your commerce -with the great world, you
muft obferve a degree of art, or you will
never be on a footing with your neigh~
bours 3 you have been educated 1n honelty
and fimplicity, and will, unlefs you keep
a {tri¢t gpard over yourfelves, be con-
ftantly fubjeét to the fnares of the artful,
and falthoods of wicked men. 1 ivas
prepoffefied with your behaviour the mo-
ment I witnefled to it, and determined to
inform your generous Ingenuity, that it
was dangerous ; your credulity, that 1t
fhould not be trufled. T have adhered
pretty faithfully to the diffevent {cenes of
my life, but dwelt longer on fomg parts
of the picture, than fair truth would ad-
mit of, - I had a very iriendly view in
all this; firlly to engage your crotuiiy
to the utmoft, and then to corret 1t with

gandour, What appears to you to be
Vou, 1. 1] learn-
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learning, and a knowledge of languages,
1s fuperficial and contemptible in every
view. The few fcraps of Latin, with:
which I interlarded my narrative, may be
eollected from fign-pofts and tomb-flones,
and yet half the converfation of learned:
men amount- to little more ; therefore
you will judge what refpe is due to fuch:
a.difplay of language. Refpelting what
you conceive to be fingularity of fpeech,
1t may lead you to guefs fomething of the
nature of that wit, for which fome men
value themfelves with {o little reafon. I
wifh only to-teach you, it is neither to be
covetedror envied : and refpetting the
forgery abcut my friends, I meant only
to. détermine how far your humane fen-.
(ibilities would operate without your
judgment; and to guard:you againft fuch:
infulting- appeals: to your paflions, which
you. will. be {ure to meet with in the
great: world. Many are the tales of art
you will meet with in London. And 1

intended . nothing more than a burlefque
1pon



( 219 )

upon thofe common infults to the une
derftanding, which are conftantly offered
to the true fons of humanity, Here,.
centlemen, take back' your gold : I thank
heaven, though I have but one fix-pence
left in my pocket, I have a light heart
to carry me through the world ; and
with all my comical tricks, I have not
yet learned to impole upon the good-
natured generofity of any. I fancy by
this time the coach 1s ready, and as we
have about a mile to walk, I will juft
light my pipe and attend you.”

The young men prefled a trifle upon
him, and after thanking him for his en-
tertainment and inftruction; parted from
him at the inn, and proceeded, without
any material occurrence, to the great.
city,

¥ I N IS,





