T0O THE EDITOER OF THE TIMES.

Bir,—In yonr mssoe of Angust 1 you pablish & minnte
of the Liberation Bociety in which is recorded the fol-
lowing 1=—

" The unprecedented exertions of those e io
the preduction of intexicating liquors, aided by the
supporters of pational establishments of religion . . .
have destroged the majority in favour of religious
equality,”’ &e.
| As ono actively engeged in spoaking and canvassing
at Walsall, Bonth Derby, and Alnwick, and In eloss
| eontact with the electors of those distriets, might I ba
|allowed to question in your columns fhe ae
of the fmpression under which the framers of
| that minute appear to ba labouring ?
| T con rely on mo better dade than the resilt of eon-

versations befween mysell end the poorer class of
| electors with whom only my inferconrse was held, I
| bave no besitation in recording that the * parson and
beer ' bad not so moch to do with the respltas the
| framers of the minute would appear to presume.
Al Walsall there was a poblichouse gaid to be
| the strongheld of Radicalism, snd I spent some time in

ir.

| 'The landlord was & strong supporter of Sir Arthor
Hayter, and when I entered nothing but polities were
being discussed. Ooe man was hotly abased for boing
| & turncoat and supporting the Conservaetives, as he had
|always voted befors with the Fadieals. But his
rebort was;, Y Epgland for the English.** He
| was mot gemng %o stand 80 Irish members coming
jover hera to be im oor Parlinment, while we
had nothing to do with theirs. Opae weg acked the
[landlord when his house was going to be ehut up
| without compensstion. The answer was, the Liberals
| would never touch him., The chances of tha rival
candidates were talked over ; one man stated that Sir
A. Harter bad never been in the borough sines
| be was elected. while Mr. Gedge had been with them
| weekly for 18 months,

I attended a Separatist mesting which was addressed
by a local Noonconformist minister. I noticed &t all
these mestings Home Fule was tabooed. This gentleman
copfined himself #o the Local Veto, snd shortly put it
thus :—** My intelligent friends and brother workers, the
Liberals do not wanf to stap vour beer. We only give
eagh of you the key of the eellar, so thab you
may drink or vot as you like.'” This glatement was
recaived with loud cheers ; a voice from the erowd
eried, *¢ but you give to two who don't want to drink
a key each, while you doa's give s key to s third who
likes his glass of beer.'® This remark was hooted down,

It was pitiable to hear the complaints of short work
amongst the miners. The Chorch or beer guestion did

not appear to affect them. Their only soxiety was to
keep their families from want, which was staring
them in the face. At the last election promises had
bean made that if Bir A, Hayter were wlected they
would get bebter wages, instead of which times wers
getting barder. They had heard that their mining agent
had received sbout £15 for speaking for the Liberals,
and had boasted at & meeting thai be would bring his
miners *‘op in & lomp to vote for Hayter.’ This
a.p;ieus to buve offended them, and they veted mecord-

m&ﬁﬂ Walsall election was not won by a eoalition
petwesn ** Bupg and the Chureh,” It was won becauss
there was o general disgust with the whole Separatist
programme —with promses brokem ; a general feeling
aramst Home Rule ; a feeling that it was unfair to
ruin a poor man's trade and oot give him compensation :
& feeling, fostered by lhe Homan Catholie priesthond,
that it wes unjust to ruin voluntary schools ; and
lost, and most important, Mr. Gedge’s careful and jodi-
egial pandidature. For 18 months before the election he
bad beld conversational ward meebings m which be
converssd with the electors, whe wers =all invited,
and be thoronghly ventilated the various politieal ques-
tions ot issse. The organization at the head office under
Mr. Middleton was also supesb. A hﬂf placerd was
published by the Separatists on the Friday before the
election charging Mr. Gedge with having voted againgt
the pood of the people m 18 differcot Parliamen
divisions. 1% was most important to bave this placar
apswered beforo the following Tuesday. 1 was usked
to take it to Londun to the bead office to have all Mr.
Gedge's votes looked up, and all the date obiained
from Hansard, ranging as it did through some
years 5 this involved immense labour. Bat, althungh
Mr, Middleton was engaged with many ofher eleo-
tions, the machinery of the office was m such
good order that by Saturdey night a full préeie of his
votes was en rowfe to Walsall, and I.Ellam.ni from his

ot on Monday trivmphantly refuted the placard apon
which the Separafists had relied ws their last eoup.
Thus was tha jon won.

Yours faithf
ﬂ%: GAHNET MAN.
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SOME ELECTION EXPERIENCES.
.
TO THE EDITOLR OF THE TIMES,
Sir,—In your issoe of August 8 you wers good

| enough to publish my experieoces at Walssll, Tha

impression  obtained there that the Liberstionist
mivute was hardly fair to the clergy was further
intensified by my subsequent experience with the slectors
in South Derbyshire and Berwick.

I arrived ot Derby on the Sunday after Sic William
Harcoort’s defeat, and was informed by & Nooconformiss
minister that he was told tbat the London brewers had
gent down a train laden with beer, which was distriboted
with & free hand (which is absurd), and thot on the day
of the election the town was in & disgracefnl state of
drunkennces. This tale was repeated more than onee,
but sagainst the charge of general drunkenness 1 hear
thers sppeared o slatement from the chief constable,
to the effect that there were only three men in the
loek-up on the day of the eleciion, and that the |
town was remarkably sober, The main reason for Rir |
Willism Hzreourt’s rejestion was generally asserted tg |
be the faet that a lerge majority of raillway and othep |
employds were disgusted at the Commons throwing out |
the Lords’ Amendment to the Linbility Bill, and
intefering with their liberty in the Railway Servamts |
Eill. They therefore sided with the Honss of Lords |
in the controversy. This alome would snffes to Eweep
wway his former majority, and there was ne alliance
bebwesn Bung and the parzon here,

In Bouth Derbyshire Ar. Gretbon bed to remove a
majority of over 1,200, and his attempt was eonsidered |
bopeless. I travelled through the hotbed of Radicslism
in this division, Swadlincote and Chnrch-Gresley. Hera |
I found the miners in s wretched plight. They were
making bet two days o week and eould hardly keep |-
body and soul togetber. Trade had left them—some
atiriboted their evil plight to the strikes, some that
bad trade had fooded the mines with aprienltorsl
lobourers driven from the farms. I found bot littls
zbuse of the masters; many were spoken of very highly,
particularly Hall and Drage. Moving freely amongst
them, T received no diseourtesy. They seemed to have
s distrust of Hadical promises made by the friends of
Mr. Broad, the sitting member, and which had never
been  pecformed. As the bills' sonooneed  thot
Bir William Harcourt would sddress the miners
on Gresley-common, T  waited fo  hear bim,
but ot 3 pom. & lundan drove np with the Fadical can-
didate and his wife, followed by a wasonette containing
somt gentlemen, one of whom informed the erowd that
the fatigaes of the Derby election had acted upon Bir
W. Harconrt, at his advanced age, in soch & manner ga
to compal him to seek repose.

A Nonconformist minister, with others, sddressed the
mesbing. They abused the officers of the Army, the
Hoase of Loxds, and the Choreh, but avoided carcinlly
all rofercoes to Home Rule, Unfortunately for them,
four gentlemen, seot from Manchester by the Irish
Unfon, appeared snd commenced distriboting leaflets

. lg-:l."IIIEE H.D]‘.'I!Iﬂ BEala, This peemed fo m‘h the
| #pealier, sod, gonded om by his words, the crowd

bogtled, dragged, and assanlbed, not caly the foor
gentlemen, bot also Mr. Greiton’s local agent, who had
to flee for his life and to seek polics protection. In
only one instanes in this division did I hear of any
Established Church minister taking active part in the
elections, while I atiribate the attack abowe mentioped
and a subsequent stfack made on Mr. Gretion and
mysalf, when we wers stoved and hustled aod ounr
meeting broken up at Church Greslay and Swadlincots,
entirely 1o the infammatory horoogues of the Nonoon-
formist minister aforeszid. A lurking distrost of the
mining agents (who were .all Eadieals, and whe by
edvising strikes had driven Erade elsewhere), dispust ot
bad trade, at interference *f all over the shop,”* ma
ong miner graphically put it, was the promndwork upon
whech & majority of owver 1,200 for Mr., Broad was
tumned into a mejority of over 800 for Mr. Gretton,
leit Derby befors thedeclaration of the poll, and arcived
at Alowick in the erening. Hers- s different stats of
affuirs axisted. The miners were working foll time,
and did not appear to have any special grievance,

From what I gathered they wers not favonrable to the
proposed Eight Hours Bill. One eid, ** It takes ng
sgmetimes an hour to get from Lank to bank, and when
£ mine is once started the works ean’t be shut off in a
moment.'* This uight bours arrangement ** won’t MF
us."" It secms that where there is a foreign export

trade the eight-boor clause is not so populae, It §s




only in the inlend ecollieries #hat the desird for the

restriction of labour is prevaient,

Both condidates for the Berwisk Division wers dee
servedly popular. Bir E. Grey, tho sitking member,
does nob appear to heve actively identified himse)f with
any Eadicul fuds, and the impression was prevalent that
he was not much in favour of local option without COm-
pensabion. Lord Warkworth was an cloguent spezler,
but the Conservative organization was su defectiyg
that a fair chamce was mot given bim. For instance,
we hear of bis appearing to speak at a countey meeting
just balf an hour after the bills were posted i
that meeting, and in consequence Do ome appeared 4o
listen to him,

It is quite evident that the Conservative and DUnioptsy
machinery was out of order, and sgecess could hardly
have bosn erpected.

The Church of England, so far as T eould gather, tock
0o prominest part iv this dlection, but | was surprised
%0 bear that the country was overrun by itinerunt
preachers, who visited the different villages and spoke
against the ** world, the flesh, and the drink,” incloding
in thet eategory all the rich, the Established Church,
the Housa of Lords, and every oms who was aborn
them. Full thewm all down was their ery. At Emblington,
| a5 it wan Batorday night, many of the erowd wers
gone in liguor a'ni were howling against loecal optiog,

* Then yoo eanmot ir Bdward Grey,™ I
remark The avswer [ 'received was, ** Bub he will
bever allow us to be done out of our beer. Hurrah fop
gir B, Grey ! ™
| Tha minuts issued by the Libsrniios EBociety doss mot
gruep the real faets, as far as my experience yoss,

Thera bas besn no active ellisnpe betwreen ¥ Bung and
| the parsen,’’ but wherever I have gone I have secn
| Honcouformist minister promulgaticg Radieal views of
| & very propounced character, This petive
15 somewhat rentralized by the impression conveyed ta
ok B pe T e

angas Il i |
| E.n- ]mma T;Etant ?Lﬁn hhl:ﬁ: to o desire te Ihluuthl:
plunder of the Church,

Mr. Atherley-Jones, in his letter to The Times of
G &, spems to bave had a different experience, bat
I ean safely say thet in the thres constitucneies coming
| nnder my qﬁ:em-. observation the Nonconformst ministars
took 2 most active and prominent puert, bothin speaking
and canvassing, for the Separatists, while the clergy
were conspicuous by theic absence.
I am, Bir, yours faithfully,
Augnst 9, E. GALNET MAN.
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