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AN ADDRESS TO THE JEWS OF GREAT
| BRITAIN.

-

BRETHREN, ~ “ » .
Having seen in the “Voice of Jacob,” No. 65, Feﬁrdary 2nd,
a Letter from M.,* addressed to Sir Moses Montefiore, upon
the position of the English Jews; T most respectfully beg to
lay before you my opinion upon the subject which that letter
endeavours to unfold, as interesting to yourselves, and grati-
fying to those who have your welfare at heart. Soine years
have elapsed since I put pen to paper for the purpose
appearing in print in relation to your spiritual and fem-
poral state, a serious illness having for a long time deprived
me of the will and of the means of addressing you ; but havinhg,
with the blessing of God, recovered my health, and as the
in which we live is teeming with events extraordinary and
interesting, 1 shall require but little apology in address
at present. I must firss draw your attention to the g
accounts from abroad. - .
Mark the contrast between the pursuits of English and
foreign Israclites—what are they doing in Leipzig, Prague,
Lemberg, Brody, Berlin, and Hamburgh? Lay before our
unfortunately .neglected, yet knowledgp-seeking Hebrews, the
heart-cheering acgount of the exhumation of the splendid
works of our poets and philosophers, which had been moulder-
ing in manuscript for centuries in public and private libraries.
Behold our, foreign brethren, as it were, raising to life a
Jewish Shakespeare, in the works of Moses Luzzato, 4 prince
of poets, a name scatcely known here, whose genius; soared
aldft in.majestic metre, rivalling all who before him, had -
lauinched into the highér regions-of thonght, and had thained
their conceptions to expressions of sublimity in the! sacred
language. ‘ | :
Let us catch a spark from the poetic fire of his lwks}ya‘dxs%
* On going to press, 1 learned, and have, permission to st&.t&i that

talented writer of the letter is Mr. Mears Lawson, of Bristol, | .
¥ In coupling his name with that of our immortal English bard, 1t

not for the Txantity and degree of his writings, but for the

which he holds amongst Jewish poets.
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.overed work, 1yp L»-yh « Migdol Oz,” and deplore the long
neglect of Israel, to sepk his ‘mouldering bones, and revivify
them by the press. | ;

His drama m5mpn D\jwﬁ “ Layshonm Tehilla,” his
pynd 'W;L) ¢« Leshon Limudim,” or Biblical Rhetoric, and
some other works long known and admired, have procured for
hlm a renown for the classic beauties of his language; but
this Hebrew poetic eﬂ{uston Ny 5+41 has raised a « strc{@
tower,” immortal to his genius and mental excellence.* He
flourished in 1750. His biography, attached to the work, is
written by S. Luzzatp and M. Letteris; as well as a most
beautiful dissertation ¢1 Latin, upon our best modern Hebrew
poets and their works.

sze us a translation of that superb sacred drama by a
living author, Nachma Fishman, ]ate]y published at Lemberg,

The mtroductlon is written by Jécob
Budak. In the first aét of the fifth scene; the poet gives the
soliloquy of the mothet of Sisera, on the report of her son’s
death, a few lines of ?lc}l may not ptove unacceptable :—
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Not beingable to write poetry, or in any way to do Jusuce
to the lofty thoughts of the authot, I shall attempt to give the

* He was a native of PAdua. Livy, tlie Roman histarian, was also born
and buried in this celebrated city. A icopious biography of Luzzato is
‘given in the.Kerem Chemgd for 1838, by Joseph Almantzi, well worthy
the perusal of every lover jof learning. !
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translation in prose, leaving it to poetic genius,*t!!b g é!the
beauties, the graces, and the fire of the original.

rendered wonderful ! Riding upon!imagination’s wings, taki
a ]ofty ﬂlght, thou ﬁllest the hero s expanaed heart whth pi

- e
Leadho

overturn his soul 7” |
The writer of thre introduction, makes the followuhg relmark
upon this beautiful apostrophie :— A
\ n&o —
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¢ How fOl‘CIble is this poeuc effusign ! excited by the feelings
of a broken-hearted woman, in the fulness of grief, ltme ting !
her fate, not h ing before known, or heard any thl?g of) her
son, who had gone to war! thus bitterly regrehending) the
fondness of valiant men for entering the ﬁeld of battle, ot-
withstanding their success and their conquests. ‘

The translator of the * Idyllia,” of Bion and Mosclius, Fays
in his preface, page 18, « They will go down hand in hand to
future ages, as longas the beautiful language in whpch *bey
wrote shall continue to be understood ; as long as there are
hearts that can feel, or there is taste that. can appredxate 'the
graces of pure writing. ” oy

I trust the same will be said of Luzzato and Flshpum I
hope that some of our literati will be induced to|give us
translations of the works of these poets, as well ab of the
NI pn « Hakoloth Yachdolun” of Rumes ah,l of
the S5yvw NOWD « Meluchoth Shaul”t of Efrathi; the

¢ Two Greek Poets ‘

t This sacred drama, ©“ The Monarchy of Saul,” is a splendid pi
Hebrew writing. The description of the madness of Saul; th 501 mn

heart-stirring prayer of old Kish, in "blessing his grand-chﬂ der
the nuptial canopy, show the clevated style'and exalted though

poet.

’ ]
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NI paR “ Arba) Cosuth”:of Poppenheim, &c. &ec.
In speaking of the laudable effortsof our brethren abroad, I
beg to inform you of the discovery of some works of that
eminent grammarian and illustrious commentator, Aben Ezra,*
in wanuscript; one ofl which, qpm i ¢ Sefas Jeser,”
was brought to light in| Presburg, by Mordecai Bislechis, @
Brody, with a beautif\Ll introductory address, by the able
scholar and philanthropikt, M. Letteris, in 1838; in which he
gives a delightful image; of the destruction of Pothpeii, buried
for 1700 years, and its discovery some years since; to which
he compares, in extraorflinary fine;language, thé discoveries
in the .present age of the mental treasures of some of our
illustrious authors. H !says —
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*“ Some of the mosf| delightful and brilliant works of the

imagination having been lost (without having left a trace of

‘“His- NIV NNIN ¢ Iggereth Shabboth,” upon_Jewish astronomy,
one of his lately discovered works, is given in the *‘ Kerem Chemed” for
1839. 'The reader will learn that the principles upon which Herschel the
celebrated astronomer fougded his system of prognosticating the weather,
by the obseryations of the quarterly changes, of the moon may also be
seen in this work of Aben [Ezra, who ljved in the twelfth century.

REN,
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their existence, although more predious than gold ot precious
stones) of our men of renown, who had manifested théir wisdom
to surrounding nations; being the productions.of the wise men
of Israel, which had never been published; and al ough no
earthquake had swallowed up their beauty dnd their glory,
yet have they been imprisoned in libraries, so that their light
had never shone upon us until now, that the ighty has
caused it to be a day of rejoicing for us, in having roused the
heart of a respected philanthropist, who has conseprated his

wealth and forgone the comforts of home to wander hbroad in .

search of that which is most estimable, to obtain works in our
holy tongue from those unconscious of their worth; the lover
of wisdom and of the law, the highly gifted Mordecai Bislechis,
from Brody, by whose means some incomparable works have
already been brought to light, by the famous press jof Anton
Schmidt, in Presburg; and who is desirous to give to the
world other works unknown to our ancestors, being jn manu-
script,” ete.

See the money thus expended abroad by our worthy breth-
ren, to promote and promulgate knowledge and truth for the
benefit of our people; in bringing to light the lon -hldden
treasures of Hebrew and Rabbinical learning, to glatiden the
hearts of the studious and the pious, and to confirm the
opinions of the gréat (long departed) upon our holy *m the
foundation of the superstructure of our revered sages. Here
we see Jarchi, Maimonides, Aben Ezra, and other renowned
fathers of Israel, as it were, rising from their slumbers to

illuminate again our literary hemisphere, and, conscious of

some petty struggles in our camp, wafting through $pace to
dispel darkness and self-sufficiency, and to solve doubt. At
the very appearance of the symptoms of secesswn, they
manilest their angelic sceptres to collect our partiallytdivided
sheep into one fold in unity and brotherly love. l

The present Samuel Luzzato thus writes to Goldenberg in
1841; the editor of 1M D2 « Kerem Chemed” at tthe end
of one of his esteemed contributions, page 48, after te?ling
him of some yaluable manuscripts in his possession, gram-
matical and rhetorical treatises, dlalectlcs, commenﬁs, ete. ;
his noble spirit is thus manifested :—

et Vo, o
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« From all these precjous books I am ready and willing, if
the Almighty spare my health and strength, to send you-as

many extracts as you

desire; to plant them in your vineyard

for the glory of the authprs, of blessed memory, as well as for

the delight of all the

lovers of the sacred language. I have

already frequently sent copious extracts to eminent, as well

as well as in the possessi
think such is our duty,

{

n of mydriends, gratuitously; for 1

eading as it does to a greater mutual

as to less renowned meh, from glose works in my possession,
1

excitement, and inducing a harmony of feeling in so doing.
that such a feeling may ipfluence all the wise, scattered through

" the four corners of the

Ly a fam

edrth "—Astounding liberality ! 122

The editor, in his preface to the same magazine for 1841,

says:i—
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«“] hopé that those happy days are uot far distant—the

returning days of truth|and peace, when the wise’ and the great

of Ysrael, will go hand|in hand, and combine to enlighten their

brethren in all that i conducive to the refinement of mind,

and to usher forth w
that Israel may not
mouths of Gentiles.””

rks, illustrating what may be obscure,
be ¢a proverb and a bye-word in the

IR}
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. 1 hope shortly to see this Jewish and philanthropic feeling,
manifested amongst our brethren in Great Britg&in,; that
Jewish orthodox periddicals will be properly patrodised with
money and talent. I heed not who may be your edjtors, and
whether of weekly, monthly, or quarterly journals.+—Encou-
rage them! By increasing the matter with versatile talent,
seeking for, and finding some, who may aid in your glorious
cause of Zrue reform and earnest regeneration, you wﬂl increase
the interest in your publications; and by increasing;the con-
sumption, you will have to offer them at low prices. | Happy

daﬁ when the sons and daughters of Judah, after prayers _

and a comfortable repast on sabbath, forgetting all trouble
and avoxiety, will read their own periodicals; the tomposi-
tion of their own flock, breathing feeling in every line
responded to by every Jewish heart. ; :
Hebrew poetry, Hebrew biography, Hebrew learted con-
troversy, Jewish history, pieces of Talmud copiously explained
in good plain English, for the aid of students struggling with
and stumbling over apparent obscurities, will, I pe, be
comprised in our Jewish periodicals. } :

The_time may come, when some of our thoughts upon
Iiteratvi;;in such periodicals, may be thought worthy of being
extracted; translated into Hebrew or German, and jnserted
in_the TI)M D93 «Kerem Chemed,” the DY Moa
“Bikkuri Haithiii,” < The Orient,” and into other esteemed
works; so that the improvement, as well as the utility of the
Anglo-Jewish press, will be made manifest.

A bond of unity must be made between our literary and
influential men at home, and if possible, abroad ; to dombine

genius, talent, zeal, and pecuniary means for our national

good. |

Your merchants, loan-contractors, stock-brokers, x"nei_'of
independent property as well as tradesmen, will, I trust, exert
themselves to bring about a national literary, dhange: |to en-
courage Jewish learning, and to support, whilst th .earich,
their pational institutions. Shall we remain ‘éindolenl %hilst
others are making a rapid march in science ? Shall we neglect
the cultivation of mental excellence, whilst ‘light shines all
around us? In the Augustan age in which the llustriqus

B
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Mendelssohn lived, the ,‘erudite commentator Wesel, the
critically grammatical and philosophical Euchel, Joel Bril,
Baruch Lindo, Itsac Satndv, David Friedlinder and others,
who formed a galaxy of Jgwish genius in Berlin in the latter
part-of the last century, farnished, Besides their many much
, admired works, a Hebrdw magazine with their contribu-
+ tions 3 thus moulding the J‘ewish mind in wisdom and science,
giving a zest for Jewish lit¢rature, venerating and illustrating
the werks of our Rabbinf; but they were not required to
defend them, when there |was no attack, even in that renowned
age of Jewish philosophy. | ;

Heaven grant us in England * such philanthropists as
Joshua Schlesinger of Lemberg, and Mordecai Bislechis of
Brody, mentioned beforg, to patronise our literature, to
devote even a trifling frdctional part of their income in pro-
curing new editions of the|useful works of our best writers; to
aid in publishing good ele}mentary books, cheap, and therefore
easily obtained, for the proper grammatical understanding of
the Chaldaic and Syria(# languages, by which years of toil
over the Talmud, to the| exclusion of other knowledge, will
be saved. i '

Theletter of M. in the { Voice of Jacob” is highly conceived
and beautifully expressed, and I hope, may lead to some
good. “Qur co-religionis 5 in Britain are well inclined, blessed
with ample means, chaTitable, honoured for their intrinsic

worth,in proportion to itsnational importance; highly respected )

by their Christian neighbours, and now struggling for their
own good ; not fomenting dissensions from motives of strife,
but bewildered with the |abundance of choice in the modes of
reform. They are a]l lexcited to make a noble stand—to
build colleges, to endow schools, to rear scholars worthy of
such Anglo-Jewish institutions :—for the priesthood and for
the counting-house ; for the exchange and for the shop; for
the laboratory of sciende, and for the - admiration of a sux-
rounding world. ‘Therg is no split in the camp of Israel !
Our periodicals must be enriched with good Hebrew type,
- no expense must be '
in Hebrew and the trapslator’s attempt, to transfer its spirit
into pur-vernacular tongue,must be placed side by side. The

ed ; the poet’s unparalleled effusion |

W r——i——
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such a noble cause; but I am prevented
at present, owing to my being engaged in

forty pages, will, I hope, with God’s blessing, be pubthed in
three or four months. .

I congratulate you upon the symptoms of hterary mform
amongst us, in the publication of some good and useful
one of which is an excellent translation by’ Lindo,
¢ Conciliator” of Manasseh Ben Israel.

Continue to give us elegant extracts from all the Hebrew
and Latin works of this champion of our nation, who p ured
our re-establishment in this land pf freedom, and ly
destroyed by his splendid and learned writings, much of the
pre-existing prejudices; which had banished our forefathers
from its shores. All our knowledge of the arts and sci
will tend to the great object—the confirmation of our hely
faith. If we study mathematics, we shall easily comprehend -
the Talmud of M3p o'RYY NND; if we learn astronpmy,
we shall properly understand the Talmud of WM WNRA,

together with Maitlonides upon 1N TP ¢ Kiddush
Hachodash,” also the old and new Cozri; ; and if we shall have
obtained a thoroughly grammatical knowledge of the Hebrew
language, we shall have laid the foundation* for all human
learning. In a little time, you, my countrymen, may ak be ,
imbued with the noble feeling, manifested by the Je
Leipzig, Prague, Brody, Berlin, Hamburgh, etc., to s rch
into the valuable public and private libraries of Great Britei
for the probably long-hidden manuscripts of our great lumi
aries, and ta enrich the republic of letters,. by brmgmg chose
invaluable treasures to light. b

What would our noble-minded Christian friends expeng, in

* Which will be illustrated in my forthcoming woﬁ

.-




