THE LIVES OF THE
BRITISH ADMIRALS.

DISPLAYING,
In the moft Str1kIne CoLouUrs,
T H K

CONDUCT anp HEROISM

O ¥F T H E
NavarL ComMaANDERs oF GREAT -
BrRiTaIN ANDIREL AND.

WHOSE INTREPIDITY

Has convinced the World, that BRiTaAN-
NIa 1s the Sovereign of the OcEgaN.

INTENDED

Not only to Inftirult and Entertain, but alfa
to animate the Youth of this Country with
a becoming Ardour, to imitate the glorie
ous Altions of thefe Heroes, 1f their Duty
fhould hereafter call them forth in the De-
tence of their Country.
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THE LIFE OF

Stk JOHN BALCHEN.

IR John Balchen was born on the
»d of February, 1669, and during

his youth properly inftruéted in the fevea
ral arts neceflary to form a complete fea-
man. At his firft entrance on board the
royal navy, he ferved feveral years in ve-
ry inferior {tations, whereby he became a
thorough mafter of every branch of his
profeflion. On the 24th of July, 1697,
he was appointed captain of the Virgin
prize, and thence to the time of his death
confidered as one of the moft altive com-
mandersn the royal navy. He never fa-
crificed the honour of his country to the
deligns of a party, or his own private in-
tereft. The welfare of his country, and
the honour of the Britith flag, were the
great motives that imnfluenced his conduct,
and to promote thefe the greateft pleafure
of his lile. The merchants were highly
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fen(ible of the advantages the commerce
of the nation derived from his care and
vigilance ; and the privateers of the enes
my felt fo often the effeCts of his courage
and intrepidity, that they dreaded even
the name of the fthip which Balchen com-

manded,
In the year 1718 he commanded the

Shrew{bury, in the fleet under Sir George
Byng, when the Spanifh fleet were almoft
totally deftroyed. In this ation captain
Balchen behaved with the greateft courage
and intrepidity, In the year 1728, he
was appointed rear-admiral of the Blue,
and 1n the vear 1731 commanded under
Sir Charles Wager, when Don Carlos was
placed on the Neapolitan throne. In the
year 1734 he was made rear-admiral of
the White, and commanded a large {qua-
dron at Plymouth, which was intended to
join the grand fleet under Sir John Norris;
and 1n 1739, was appointed vice-admiral
of the Red.

On the 23d of O&ober, 1739, war
was declared againft Spain; and in the

fpring of the fucceeding year, the nmini-
ftry
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ftry received intelhgence, that the Affogue
fhips were {foon expected 1n Old Spain, un-
der the convoy of admiral Pizarro; this
determined them to fend a {quadron to in-
tercept them. Accordingly Balchen was
named, and difpatched with four fhips of
the line, to cruize for them off Cape Fi-
nifterre. He pundtually obeyed his or-
ders, and reached his ftation on the 2o0th
of April, where he was joined by two
more men of war. But his vigilance was
rendered abortive by an advice-boat fent
from Old Spain, which had the good for-
tune to meet Pizarro, and acquaintéd him
of the danger. On receiving this intelli-
gence, the Spamifh admiral altered his
courfe, and inftead of ftanding for Cape
Finifterre, fteered to the northward till he
made the Lizard Point, and from thence
directed his courfe to St. Andro, a Spa-
nifh port 1n the Bay of Bifcay, where he
fafely arrived with an immenfe treafure,
On the oth of Auguft, 1743, Mr. Bal-
chen was appointed admiral of the Whate,
and f{oon attér knighted by his majefty,
and made governor of Greenwich hofpi-
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tal, as fome acknowledgment for the ma-
ny fervices he had done bis country : a
ftation very proper to a perfon of his ad-
vanced age, and where he expected to
fpend the remainder of his days in peace,
free trom the dangers of afea-faring life,
But thefe pleafing expeétations foon va-
nifhed ; his country once more demanded
his fervice, and he with alacrity obeyed
the fummons. |
Sir Charles Hardy had been fent with
a large convoy of ftore {hips to admiral
Rowley in the Mediterranean, who was
in the utmoft diftrefs, his fhips being al-
moft deftitute of provifions, and their rig-
gmg in a very indifferent cendition. Nar
were the Freuch either ignorant of this
diftref(s, or fo carelefs as not to profit by
it.  They fent cut a fieet under the com-
mand of []. Rochambault, to prevent
Sir Charles Hardy from joining admiral
Rowley, well knowing that the latter could
attempt nothing without thefe ftores. Sir
Charles however arrived fafe at Lifbon,
where the French difcovered him, and
®iocked uvp his tiget inthe Tagus, There
was
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was an ablolute neceflity for relieving Sir
Charles, and confequently of fending an
officer, whofe ceourage and conduct could
be depended on. In this extremity the
minifiry caft theireyes onadmiral Balchen,
who accordingly took the command of a
large fleet ; and hoifted his flag on board
the Victory, one of the largeft and fineft
fhips 1n the royal navy, and, on the 7th
of Auguft, failed from Spithead to relieve
oir Charles Hardy, He arrived at Lifbon
on the gth of September, and being joina-
ed by 5ir Charles, proceeded to Gibraltar;
the French fquadron at his approach re-
tiring into Cadiz, and leaving the fea open
to the Britith flag,

T'his important fervice being performs-
ed, Sir John was defirous of once more
fhewing the French what they had to ex-
pect from a powerful Englith fleet, and
accordingly cruifed for fome time on the
coaft of Portuaal, hoping to meet at lealt
with fome of the Breft fleet ; but in this
he was difappointed, The French com-
mander taking care to prevent his defign,
by keening his whole fleet in the harbaur

of
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of Cadiz. The admiral finding it 1n vais
to wait any longer for the enemy, left the
coaft on the 28th of September, fteering
for England ; but on the 3d of October
he was overtaken by a wviolent ftorm,
which difperfed the whole fleet: though
all, except the Victory, arrived fafe at St.
Helen’s i1n a fhattered condition, on the
10th of October : but that unfortunate
fhip had a very different fate : fhe was fe-
parated from the fleet on the 4th of Oc-
tober, and driven on the rocky coaft of
Alderney, where the ftruck on the Caf-
kets, The inhabitants of Alderney heard
the guns which the Admiral fired as fignals
of diftrefs; but the tempeft raged with
fuch uncommon violence, that no affift-
ance could be given. The fignal guns
were continued during the whole night,
but early in the morning fhe {funk, and
every perfon on board perithed. She was
manned with eleven hundred of the moft
expert feamen 1n the royal navy, exclufive
of fifty gentlemen of family and fortune,
who went as volunteers. Thus one of

the moft experienced admirals, together
with
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with eleven hundred and fifty men, were
loft 1n a moment, and pafled together
through the gloomy valley that feparates
time from eternity,

How uncertain are the expetations of
mortals! on what tottering foundations
do they build their hopes! The gallant
Balchen had performed the important fer-
vice which called him from his retreat,
and had entered the Britith channel onhis
return, He was retreating for ever from
the rage of the ocean, and from the dan-
gers, difficulties and hardfhips, attending
a {ea-faring life. But when every danger
was In appearance paft, and every diffi-
culty furmounted ; when lie was almoft in
fight of the harbour of repofe, and the
end of all his toils; a raging tempeft
blafted his pleafing hopes, and put a pe-
riod at once to his life and worldly ex-
pectations. ‘The whole nation exprefled
a deep and generous concern for this ter-
rible misfortune ; and his late majefty was
gracioufly pleafed to fettle a penfion of
500l. per annum on the admiral’s lady
during her life ; and to perpetuate the

memory
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memory of fo great a commander, a fmali,
but elecant monument was ereCted in
Wellminfter-abbey. exhibiting the buft of
the admiral, and in baflo relievo the un-
fortunate fhipwreck of the Viltory.

Sir John married Sufannah, daughter
of colonel Apreece of Wafhingly, 1n the
wcounty of Huntingdon. Died October 7,
X744, leaving one fon and one daughter ;
the former of whom, George bBalchen,
{furvived him but a fhort time ; for being
fent to the Weft Indies in 1745, come-
mander of his Majefty’s fhip the Pem-
broke, he died at Barbadoes 1n Decembey
the fame year, aged 28, having walked 1n
the fteps, and imitated the virtues and
bravery of his gocd, but unfortunate,
father,
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