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Mr. B ENT L EY.

CHAP I

T%‘\ R. Selwin, to whofe care the young
ﬁ gentlemen were committed, was
merchant of extenfive connections,
and a man of fair reputation: he hhad'
known Mr. Deatley in the former part of
his life, and had a particular regard for
him and Mr. Fairficld. e confidered
the care of their children a flrong mark of
confidence and friendfhip 3 and determined
to acquit himielf of the charge, with all
the atteniion he was able.

Vor. 1. B In
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~ In the letters he received from the coun-
try, great weight was laid upon the cor-
rectneds of the young people’s difpofitions,
and he was taught likewite, that they con-
ceived a very little reftraint would be {uf-
ficient, as the ftrictnefs of  their education
had already infiructed them to beware of
the fnares of the world.  Their behaviour
contirmed every favourable character given
in the letters, and faushed M. Sekoin 1
¢id not proceed merely from the prejudice
of the parents.

As their {tay was to be confined toa few
momha, they were to be idulged nevery
Innocent watﬁration of ther curiofity

v——-».

and 1t was trufted, themr own good fenfe

and difcretion might be d-ponded on, tor
their cheice of proper engagements for
th.f.-l.[ t]. lC-

Fairfield emploved the firlt opportunity
after his armvaly in wriing to his dear
Bety 5 and as coirefpondencies of this caft

| Iuil
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run pretty much in the fame ftile, we fhall
only lay hefore our readers his firlt epiitle,
and the young ladv’s anfwer.

“ Little does my dear and tenderly re-
ipected Mils Bemtley conceive, how cons
ftantly fhe lives in my thouphts, and how
impofible 1t 15 for any difance to divide
her faithful Edward trom the memory of
her many graces.

I have many acknowledgments to
mike, my charming Betfy, for this privis
leoe of committing my heart to paper, and
Of terllfymg., aoatn and again, the ardor and
fincerity of my paffion, in charaliers that
may coniront me with the baiell apoftacy,
1if ever I {hould ceafe to love you, even for
a moment. [y whole delight, 1n this.
croud of flattery and artful creatures, is,
to dwell conftandy on the raptures of paft
{enes, and to anticipate the happy hour,
when we fhall meet again, never to be fe-
parated more. | _ S
| ) The
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The people  this city talk to me of
1ts curofities, 1ts cuftoms, 1ts fafhions, its
politenefs, 1ts galety, and much mores
and cannot account for my infenfibility to
every thing about me, becaufe they know
not that | am ina love, and that the object of
my affeCtion is Mifs Bentley. They amufe
me, as they think, by hurrying me from
one bufy {cene to another ; but I have no
pleafure, but fuch as immediately proceeds
from contemplating the perfections of Mifs
Bentley.  What a cruel kindnefs is that
they ph.&lfe towards me! And how falfe
are the notions of this polifhed people !
When I retire to my clofet to enjoy the
moft plealing reverics, to follow you i
idea from one littde domeflic duty to ano-
ther; to conceive you are now walking in
the fower-garden, now are feated in the
grove, now are ranging through the woods,
and bleffing other eyes with your prcfence
when thefe fweet imaginations poflels me,
with every beft felicity 1 am capabie of

they call me to company, to
Cel‘emony,

£njoying,
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ceremony, and to noife; and would per-
fuade me, that reflection is melancholy,
and that folitude is dulnefs.  Miftaken,
falle taught men ! Ifear, that, to love
them as I ought, 1t 15 neceflary I view
them at a diftance.

You can have no idea, my Betfy, of the
ftrange love of diflipation that reigns here
in every bofom.- The ladies are generally
handfome, but I think your papa gave a
faithful picture -of their follies, They
drefs flrangely, they talk ftrangely, ‘they
at firangely. There is aconfident effron-
tery in polite life, and a barbarous forma-
tity among people in the middle ftation,
that would equally excite your pity- and
admiration. "They endeavour to perfuade
the world, that their fex is incapable of
friendfhip, and all their intimacies are
methodical and diftant, cold and formal,
Cruel, and” infenfible, fwcet creatures’!
they deprive fociety of its molt valuable
blefling, by dedicating their time to their

ook B2 drelsy

-




( 6°)
drefs, and barbaroufly neglefting thems-.
{elves, |

Canvou believe, that they encourage
every infipidity of addrefs from the man ?
That they are fatisfied with profeflions
without truth, delicacy without fenfe, and
politenefs without a meanmg ? Can you
concetve, that their converfation 1s alto-
gether confined to trifles, that their edu-
cation is without wildom; their examples
without prudence, and their condudt
without confiftency :

There may be many advantages attend-
sng what is calied an accomplifhed educa-
tion, but I fhall be ever happy to think,
that thofe molt dear to me, were cultivata
ed at a diftance fromthe croud. I congra-
tulate myfelf a thoufand times aday, that
our fouls are fuited for obfcurity 5 that we
{hall be permitted to hide our heads toge-
ther in the fhades, and tafte {weet peace ,

and calmly pafs forward to eternity.
You

™
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You are fenfible, my dear Beify, that't
love you for the artlefs beauties of your
perfon, that I love you for the goodnefs
of your heart, and the graces of your in-
telligent mind}; but above all, I love you
for a fuperiority to city fenfe, and an ig-
norance of city manners, If I can pre-
vail upon your brother, I believe, before
the month expires, Ifhall be happy in
your company 3 but 1f I muft endure-a
more tedious abfence, pray give me as
much of your company as poffible,” by
writing to me, as often-as you are able. -I
can by no means reconcile myfelf to this
ftrange people, -and heartily repent our
expedition ; but as my friend {eems par-
ticularly delighted with every thing about
him, 1 fear a fewweeks muft elapfe, before
1 can affure youin perfon, how muchl am
your faithful and affetionate

'-'_"r"

1

E. FArrizLp,”?

CHAP;
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W M 1SS Bentley's anfwer was as fol-
lows : ’

« My papa, Malter Fuairfield, who has
taught me always to contend for more
than the {emblance of delicacy, juftifies
m¢, ;n an{wering your very affectionate
lerter.  And indecd, fir, I fhould be 2
very difengenuous, a very hypocritical
oirl, to deny that every kind notice you
take of me by letter, gives me more
pleafure than can be exprefied m many
words. My hand trembled, and my
heart was uncommonly agitated on the
receint of this before me; for 1 had a
thoufand apprehenfions for your fafety
v | 10
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tn {o long a journey ; and my fimple fore-
bodings of {omething, like a poflible for-
getfulnefs of palt conftancy, kept me
waking and weeping three whole nights,
and [ did not know what tidings of good
cr evil might be brought me, My papa
has taken uncommon pains, uncommon
palas, to contole me ; but, {weet man ! he
s always good, always kind, and ever
tender ; he diffipates ail my fears, and
tells me | deferve to be happy.  But, fin,
you know my papa i1s a wife man, and
thinks fearfully of the great city ; he re-
joices with me that your ftay in Lendon is
to be {o fhort, for it more than half re-
pents him, that he ever confented to your
journey, However, he has g;reat faith
in yours and my brother’s difcretion, and
waits your return with pleafure,

You wiil Jaugh at me for growing a
ftrange fanciful girl; but indeed I think
the flower-garden greatly difordered fince
you left it, nor do my favourite Robins

fing
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fing fo {ivcetly, in my idea, as they were
ulcd to doy the hermiiage 1s grown very
aull, and the grotto very gloomy; I
have got a fad habit of fighing, and
love beit to be alone.

To be fure it is very id'e to indulge
toolith fuperftitions ; but I cannot help
entertamning weak apprehenfions at times,
and 1 1prre of all myv papa’s g sod humour-
ed politenefs, and afifectionate affiduity, I
cannot help being a little unhappy, 1
am more pleafed with the tender love ele-
oies of Mr. Hammond, and the plaintive
numbers of Mr. Shenftone, than ever 1
was m my life, and I fear I am very
faulty in rather neglefting my little pu-
pils, for the benefit of retirement and re-

flcétion.

I think you fav very well, that the
pecp'e of Lendon ave ftrange, if they call
folitude irlfome ; for indeed T take hard-
Iy any pleature in fociety, cqual to what

1 cx-
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1 experience, when I walk through the

poplar trees by moonlight,+ and think of
my rural philofopher alone.

But pray, {ir, did you expect I fhould
anprove of your feverity on my fex © Do
vou know [o hittle of your Betfy, as to con-
ceive ficr fond of fatyr ¢ Indeed, mdeed,
fir, I will not think you julliied m form-
Ing a precipitate judgment of the ladies
in Loudor 5 and befide T will fugeelt to
you, that my papa, 1 all his comments,
mcitnes irictly to good nature and can-
dour; fo, my dear Edward, you mult
not cx; it myv approbation of o fevere a
cenfure on my fex, efpecially as you cen-
fefs the men are {o highly blameavie n
thetr condust towards them. I thank you,
and agan [ thank vou, for exprefling
vourielr 1o very tenderny and faithiuily m
my aveur, and et me oflure you, n return,
it tha'l ever be the fupreme i lealure of
my life to convince you, how immediarely

your
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your happinefs is conneéted with that of
your affeCtionate

I'L1zaBeTH BENTLEY.”?

In this manner the two lovers con-
ftantly correlponded.

The young gentlemen had not been in
Londen 2 monch, betore Fairfield’s opinion
of the city had altered confiderably in its
favour. He began to grow rather more

cconctied to ablence from his Besfy, and
to the feenes about himy and with refpeét
to Bentley, he was fo charmed with the
woys of town, and fo reluttant to leave
it {fo foon, as was expected by his father,
that he fpared no rhetoric with his friend,
to prevail on him to peution for a difcre-
tionary indulgence ; and as he had an un-
limited infuence over Fairfield, he very
eafily complied, and the, both fubfciibed
to the requelt, in a letter to the old gen-

tieman,
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tleman, and obtained their fuit, not with- -
out fome hefitation on the parc of Mr.
Bentley.  That thinking man trembled for
poflible confequences, yet great was his
confidence in his fon, and the plan of
cducation he had purfued with him. He
was fenhible, however, the requeflt came
directly from that quarter, and though
he could not think of a peremptory de-
nial, he wilhed for a plea to recall him.
At lafty after fome debate wich himfelf,
he relolved to write to Mr. Se'win,
watch them with more flrcuminettlon
than berore: and determined not to {uffer
them to fray in town at all events many
mo -ths longer. In his letter to that gen-
tleman he fawd, ¢ I am very far from be-
iny caly, refpeCting the mquilitive dilpo-
fition of my fon. His morals are good,

and his fenfe 15 {trong; but the world 1s
crafry, and there 1s hetle fecurity m much
wifdom. The credulous generofity of
youth 1s againit him.  The confidence of
fecurizy may betray hum a thoufand ways,

VOL. [1. C ~and
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and 1f you love me, watch over him,

oive me the earlielt ntelligence of inch-
nation to error, and I will blefs you for

it moft hearuly.”

CHAPD,



CHAP III.

YW TITH regard to Mifs Desfy, the
effet this difappointment had up-

on her fulceptible heart, may be much
more eafily imagined than defcribed. She
was always Inclined to indulge an appre-
henfive doubt, about pofiible confequen-
ces that might relult from the journey;
and this laft appeal to her father con-
firmed all her fears in an inftant. She
had made fome little preparation for their
reception, and counted the days and the
hours, and conceived they had taken leave
of London, and were then upon the road,
when the fatal petition reached her father.
She flew with eagernefs to the hermitage,
C 2 (Q
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to gather the contents from Mr. Bentley ;
and as he read on, fixed her eyes {ledfaftly
upon her father, and liflened 1n full ex-
poctation of hearing the certain day of
their arrival, and that fhe fhould prepare
to receive them in a few hours. Her
difappointment was 1nexprefiibly great,
and fhe burlt mto a violent acony of tears,
O &r! O fir! fhe fuad, this 1s much, much
mo:e than I could poflibly be prepared
fer, and my heart s melung at my eyes.
Sure, fir, it cannot be, that Malter Fair-
feld has joined my brother in this requeft ?
Is it fo, fir? Then flinging her arms
about her father’s neck, and hiding her
face in his bofom, O my papa, fave me,
fave me from my fears—1{ave me, fave
me from my fears, for I begin to think
his lafl letters have abated of their warmth,
and. that another month may make vour
Betfy wretched enough of all confcience.
She wept much, and affeCted the old
gentleman not a little; he confoled her

however as much as poffible, affured her
he
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he had no doubt, but the motion was
firft made by her brother  that Fairfield
had complied through friendthip, and did
not doubt but his next letter would filence
all her fears, refpeting his infidelity; and
that a few weeks wauld reflore their fa-
mily to its former union and felicity, He
fupprefled his own objections, for fear of
increafing her alarm, and the young lady
waited impatiently for his next letter.

C CHAP.

BAD.
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. HE young gentlemen, Bently in par-
ticular, received the confent from

his father with efpecial pleafure ; he pro-
mifed himfelf a glorious {wing of indul-
-gence, in the amufements of the town,
for a month or two at leaft, and at the ex-
piration of that term, did not fear of find-
ing frefh excufe to delay their return.
Fairfield was very far from the infatuation
of Bentley, but ftill his prejudices againft
London were very much foftened 5 and as
they were both genteelly fupplied with
pocket-money, they had every opportu-
“ nity of enjoying every thing the great city
ccould furnifh.  They began to make
material - alterations in their drefs, foon
after
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after their arrival;” and complied in-greag
degree with the fafhion, without following
-1t 1n the extreme.: Beitley, in particular, ob-

jelted to the plainncs and aukward ‘fim-
plicity of their former habits, and talked
now and then of tafte and gen'nhty, and
conf lted his taylor on all occafions.

We are forry to confefs, young Bentley
foon began to furnith a melancholy ‘proof
- of the infufficiency’ of the ftriftelt educa-
tion, to countera®t the many feducements
“of the world. He foon formed a variety
of acquaintances with gay young people
of both fexes 3 and though it'was fome time
before he could be perfuaded to purfue
- vice, yet he very foon began to confider
-1t with lcfs abhorrence than he was
taﬁght to do. He converfed daily with
-young fellows of the moft{pecious undet-
ftandings, who valued themielves on what
15 called a liberal educationy would talk
freely of the prejudices of age, and the

5 ﬁxper{htlous credulity of the crowd, They
would
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.-wop'd objedt to the miracles of fcripture,
as abfurd, and.called the Levitical inftitu-
~tion a very poliiical delign, but not any
.way to be reccived by men, capable of
inveligating twuth, and confuting the'er-
~rors of the valgar.. They would laugh
at the abfurd fuppofition of a future exiit-
ence, and logically dented the poffibility
~of an immortality of fpirit divefted of all
_matter They would infift, that the free
~agency of man was unlimited ;  that no
“body would account for their.own thou ghts;

“that reafon had a right to make uhat eil-
-quirjes fthe thought proper; and that no
-man could be culpable in the fight.of hea-
ven, for objecting to what he could not
wunderfland. . .

.~ This, though at firlt it did not abfo-
futely -overturn Mr. Bentley’s precepts,
confiderably - weakened them; and the
young man began to conceive his educa-
tion had been purpolely confined, to pre-
vent a poflibility of reafoning for himfelf
h m
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s matters of material moment. - My fa-
ther, he wouid tay, had sy few advan-
tages of education; and. his views muft
be neceflarily confined. 1Itis true, a con-
{titutional goodnels of heart, leads him to
{ound morality, and an excellent proprie-
ty of conduct; but his faith is mmplicit,
and without enquiry ; and the prepriety of
it. canuot be proved by realon. He was
taught to ftagger at the divine nature’s bes
ing 1ncarnate for the falvation of f{inners ;
he could not reconcile the idea of a trinity
In unity, or how an eternal exiftence could
be e}ctmo-mfhed on Mount Calvary torthiee
days. He objeéted to the poffibility of the
fun’s -being darkened on that awful ocea~
fion, without a natural eclivfe 5 nor could:
he concelve it poffible, that all the divine
attigadas were equally inflexible; and that
aivine juftice could no way be fatsfied,
but by an nterpofition of fuch fevere mer-
cy,-as the facrifice of the eternalfon. His
companions taught him the words, priefi-
craft, ignorance, and fuperflition ; and he
{oon

¥ I‘.i
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foon began to think as liberally asthems.
felves. He vead Dr, 2eung’s {ublime rea-
Jorung with Lerenzo, without yielding to
bis argument ;- and feenuicifm began to
reign in hiz heart, and his father began to
be forgotten.  As Fairfield was at firfk
part:cularly fond of retivement, Dentley
had every opportunity of purfuing his ca-
{uifiry alone, he fought the polite circles
at  every opportunity, was introduced to
the tea-tables of fafhionable people, and
qualified himfelf in a few weeks for what
1s called good company.

CHAP,
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CHAD V.

E was not however quite reconciled
A to his new opinions, he felt- lefs
peace than. he was wont to do, and often
attempted to ftifle refleCtion, butin vain.
The memory of paft contentment haunted
him like his thadow. A fenle of the om-
niprefence of the Deity dwelt, at times, for-
cibly” on his thoughts, and determined
him to a&t like a wile man, before {o awe-
ful a witnefs ; but thefe rcloiutions were
generally made at midnight, when dark-
nefs opprefles the mind with more awes
than 1t experiences in the blaze of day, and:
the exampies and councils of his friends
made thefe reflections vifit him very
rarely,

As
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- As the arguments for religion were
weakened, the reftri¢tion of moral con-
du&t began to fail, From Deifm to abfo-
Jute infidelity 1s a fhort ftcp, and he foon
found 1t convenlent to adopt the latter
creed. He would talk confidently of drop-
ping into the dark, 1n extreme old age,
when the organs were all decayed, and the
body laboured under every difquali‘ﬁca-
tion : and argue that the wildom of -pro~
vidence, whi.h makes nothing in van,
had never implanted paffions i the human
breaft, it- they were not to be indulged
by which means he acquired a {trange ta-
lent for felf deception, and grew negli-
gent about the employments of time, and
the confequences of eternity.

He was {itting cne evening in a box at

a ~~ice-houle, taluing to one of his moft
intiiate acquaintances, in the character
of a man aitogether ftudious to convince
himf{elt of the propriety of error: and as
he
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he took pains to be overheard,. in hopes.
of being calléd upon to maintain a difpute
with fome weak adverfary : a young gen-
tleman, of a very modeft appearance and
engaging addrels, begged leave, very po-
litely and {fubmiflively, to be permitred to
anfwer fome objections which he had ftare--
ed very ralhly. Bentley was not fo far
gone, as to be-quite fuperior to convition,
and as he rather wifhed to be fully fatis-
fied of his doubts, than confirmed 1n his
fears, liftened to the ftranger’s difcourfe with
ftrict actention; he was, however, predeter-
mined to allow little weight to any thing
that fhould make againit his own prepof-
feffions; and therefore, though he fuffered
the other to proceed without tnterruption,
vet when he had finifhed, he returned to
his charge ; allowed of very few of his
adverfary’s pofitions, and objetted to the
deductions he drew from them. He was,
however, uncommonly pleafed with the
modeft {edatenefs of the {peaker, felt an
uncommon prejudice 1n his favour, and

Vor. II, D requefied
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requefted to be ranked among the: foremott
of his friends. The young gentleman; on
the other hand, pitied the falfe pofitivenefs
of Bentiey, percetved he had betrayed much
good fenlc, by fuffering himfelf to be -led
beyond his .depth, and refolved, at ali
events, to ferve him with better advice, if
it lay in his power.  He therefore readi-
Iy confented to cultivate a future good un-
derftanding, and at parting exprefled him-

{elf to this purpole:

¢ [ ama young man, fir, as well as
yourfelf, and the little advantage of years
in my fcale, gives me no authority to dic-
tare : but believe me, fir, 1if you value
wifdom, if you value yourlelf, you will
confult a never-failing monitor within you;
and own, that your prefent principles are
wrong : you will elle very {oon find this
world to be indeed a blank, and the future
much worfe than a fable. I will furnith

you with my addrefs, when I am {ettled in
| oW1,
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fown, but till then, you will always- hear
of me at this coffee-houie.”

This gentleman appeared fomething
more than twenty, but carriéd the gravi-
ty of fifty. He fpoke like a man who
knew the value of fpeech, and employed
his talent, like one who thought conftants
Iy independently of the thoughts of others.
He had a title to much fame, for tne cor-
re¢tnefs and elegant forcibility of his argu.
ment, but he defpifed fo mean a confidera-
tion. Hefpoke as he atted m the prefence
of the Searcher of hearts, and cared little
for the erroneous opinions of his creatures.
He appeared to have undergone fome
fevere trouble, looked pale and fickly, and
was rather {piritlefs and thoughtful ; but
exerted himielf, where he conceived 1t to

be proper, with great energy and fkill.

Bentley had never met with fo capable
an opponent before ; he went home, and
retired to his clofet, and called a council

D 2 of
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“of his heart, and began to be ftaggered not
a little, It is poffible, {aid he, when 1
confider 1 cannot account for any thing
“my fenfes witnefs to; it is poflible that
things may exift, to which my {enfes cannot
‘witnefs Perhaps, it is poffible this body
may have an immortal {oul within it, ca-
g able of exifting in a feparate ftate to all
eternity 5 elle 1t 15 odd the hmthen
world fhould tth o, guided by the mere
light of nature.  Pernaps too, as Ihave
fomewhere read refpecting the argument
tot chance, there may be an hell by chance;
and if {o, fhould I be taken fick this
night, and fhould the phyfician give me
over to-morrow, how would my cafuiftry
fuftain me? Asitis, I confels, I do not
jike folitude, and when enveloped in mud-
night darknefs, often think of fupernatural
_appearances. - Perhaps, as Mr. Pope fays,
¢ §an was not made to quefllion;’ for
furely, if he was, it is ftrange he never
fhould be fatisfed: I muft think more
ferioufly
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ferioufly of thefe things, for at prefent 1
am hopelefs of all light beyond the grave,
and diffatisfied with every thing on this
fide that gloomy fcene.  He was violent.
ly agitated in this ftate of doubt and pet-
plexity, when fome of his companions
calling upon him at that inftant, fummon-
ed him to fulfill an engagement at the play-
houfe.  They remarked the gloom upon
his countenance, and very foon laughed
him into the fame latitude of principles,
they had involved himin before,

The air of gaiety univerfally difplayed
at the theatre, contributed to relieve him
* from the anguifh of his reflections; he
very foon forgot every temporal inclination
to the right, and gave into all their follies
with chearfulnefs and alacrity, Mr. Gar-
rick that night performed the charatter of
Rauger, and recommended the joys of a
rakith life {o ftrongly, that Bearley deters
mined on fome act of gallantry in his way -
home,

D3 A3
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As he was pafling 'the new church v
the S¢rand, he obferved a crowd gathered
round an hackney coach that had broke
down, and obferved a lady in great diftrefs,
endeavouring to get out of the vehicle.
He prefled thro’ the mob, and opening
the door in the inftant, politely helped her
aut of the carriage, and offered his fervice
to attend her home. As fhelived at fome
little diftance, and was rather alarmed by
the accident, his offer was. courteoufly ac-
cepted, and Bentley determined to lofe no
time in prepoflefling the lady in his favour.
His perfon was very agreeable, his drefs
genteel, and his addrefs ingenuous and
pleafing, He had a mulfical voice, and a
foft perfuafion of fpeech, that not a little
recommended him to the ladies. He was
mafter of every common-place compli-
ment, and valued himfelf on a capacity ta
influence the pafions, whenever he thought
proper. His companions in a few months
had taught him much, but his own genius
fuggefted much more. He had entirely
forgos
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forgot the humble timidity of the ruftic,
and conceived, he vindicated his know-
ledge of the world, by infringing every
lictle line of propriety it prefcribed to him.

However, he thought it convenient to
maintain an artful affe@ted referve, till he
became more acquainted with the lady,
and then determined to purfue an unlimit-
ed conduct,, and think nothing of ridicu-
lous reftriCtions in future,

CHAP.



CHAP VL

HE figure of the lady he had ref-

cued from danger was, in every
{enfe of the word, a very fine one, She
was delicate without too much eftemi-
nacy, and feemed muftrefs of every ac-
complifhment, that nature and the {chools
could give her. She repeatedly acknow-
ledged the very great obligation he had
conferred upon her, and, at his earneft
requeft, gave him permiflion to enquire
after her health next day.

After he had parted from her, he be-
gan to be poffefled with a new train of
ideas. I have feen, faid he, many fine

women
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women with 1nd1ﬁ"erence and was never
fenfible of an emotion of this fort, till
this moment. She 1s certainly a fweet
creature, and if it 1s poflible to poflefs
her, mvention fhall not be fpared, nor
any afliduity negleted. I will return to-
morrow, and to-morrow 3 1 will engage
her affeftions by every artifice 1n my
power ; I will then affect a fudden indif-
ference, and triumph over the tender. cre-
dulity of her difpolition. DBut if every
Ipecious infinuation fails me, a polite
man mazy find a thoufand ways to be
happy,

_ He reached home full of thefe ima-
cmations, and thought fo lictle of his
late temper of mind, that he determined
to gratify. his paflions in future, at all
events, and to truft indifferently to any
conlequences that might follow. ﬁ

‘He had been engaged in many gallan-
trles before and was grown convelfantﬁ
wnh
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with-every art of {eduttion, that is prac-

- T T -

tifed 'by men of the world. He deter-

mined to grow carelefs about thame and

1

remotle ; to ftifle every call of confcience,

and liften to refleGtion no more. He con-
cealed from his friend, Fuirfield, this ad-
‘;ienture, and refolved to conduét his a-
mours with ftri& fecrecy, that Mr. Sel-
wiy might not alarm his father. His

ideas dwelt fo ftrongly on the fair un-

known, that fleep fled his temples that
night, and the plan of her future {e-
duction entirely poffefled his thoughts;
he refolved in his mind a thoufand
{chemes that promifed fuccefs, and re-
folved to go every length to accomplith
his defligns upon her virtue,

‘During  this extraordinary revolution
in his temper and difpolition, he main-
tained {o plaufible a correfpondence with
his father, that the old gentleman had
no {ufpicion of his errors, and was forry

that he had ever entertained a doubt of
his
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his fon’s confiftency on every déééﬁ'ph ;s
fo that one of the firft confeque'nceé of
“his apoftacy, was a departure from that
*fair truth, and honeft franknefs of be-
haviour, that once diftinguithed him fo
jufily : a fenfe of criminality obliged
him to ufe every unworthy artifice to
conceal it, and he yielded to the depths
of degeneracy with unconcern, and feem-
ed to -welcome temporal and " eternal
ruin. | |

CHAP,



CHAZP VI

| HEN the principles of religion
lofe their influence over the

heart, the maxims of morality become
difcretional, and the ties of honour a
mere chimerical engagement. The man
acts from a dangerous falfe notion of un-
controulable free agency, and confiders
himfelf, at times, {uperior to every re-
ftriCtion. This was the exatt cafe with
Bentlyy. A corre& line of condu& had
been marked out for him, in the early
part of his life, and he then walked in-
variably by the rules propofed ; educated
at a diltance from confufed focieties, he
dreamed little of the vices of the world,
him-

- o ——
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himfelf being unqualificd to combat
their temptations. IHis father, indeed,
had taken {tri€t pamns to imprefs upon his
mind the dangers he was liable to meet
with, but the arguments of theory want-
e weight, when oppoled to practical er-
rors.,  We have obferved he was natural-
ly inquifitive, and conceived his father
had not fuffered his mind to expand, 1n
proportion to its ability, and therefore 1t
1s lels to be wondered ar, that his thirlt
fer knowledge, and conceptions of men-
tal freedom, led him, by quick degrees,
fo tatally 1nto an oppolfite extreme of con-
dutt. He judged rightly enough, that
the forms of devotion could be nothing, -
and that the openly ‘prophane are not
more offenfive in the fight of heaven,
than the formal hypocrily, the external
fanltity of men, who affected a methodi-
cal decency of carriage. He obferved
people talking of the Deity on the fabbath-
day, who ncver concerned themiclves
about ré]igion all the week, and wou.d

VYor. II. I infift,
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infift, perhaps with great reafon, that the
cenerality of people wenht to church by
mere method, and were to the full as
mechanical 1 their devotions, as in any
operation of their trades, Thefe confi-
derations induced him, as he felt nothmng
of the ipirit of rehigion, to affeCt nothing
oi the practice.

Let the reader, 1f he is a parent, paufe
here awhile, and coniider what this young
man now 18, and what he has been. L.et
him learn his child wildom from the
apoftacy of Beutley. Learn him to talk

nothing cf his own {irength, when op-

poled to the united enmity of the world,
Learn him to walk humbly in the path
of duty, and reft fatished with the con-
auct of providence towards him, i
every {ituation of life, without feeking to
veltigate 1ts ways.

And let the young man of fine talents
look full upon this faded picture, and
weep
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weep over the blighting of fo fair a blif-
fom. Let him be jealous in the choice
of his friends, his books, his purfuits,
it he would wifh to hve reconciled to
himlelf and to the world, And let him
fearn there 1s no mulic like the {wect
whilpers of an applauding conicience.
Stern winter may defolate the beaunes of
autumn, but {pring wiil rellore the graces
of the garden; the rofe will again bluih,
and the nightingale renew her fong ; the
fragrance of the bloilom be reflored, and
harmony return as before.  But the de-
predations of vice upon the hearr, are
too often eternally fatal; and’ the “cold
wintry grave hides the head of the wick-
ed 5 eternal fpring 15 forieited {or cver,
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CHAP VI

FxﬂRFIELD, 25 we ohierved before,
* feldom engaged n the diftipations of
his friend: he remarked the material al-
teration 1n s condudt, and theught he
talked much too freely of things which
ought to be held facred. =~ He objected
mich to the company he kept, and often
expoftulated with him on the ftrange turn
of his'behaviour. He however valued
him with the findleft fincerity, and was
too much awed by an infertority of Liis own
underftanding. . He was more timid in
raking engagements with ftrangers, and

fefs inquifitive in every refpect, than young
Denticy.  His turn was no way {i.ecula-
tive, and his inclination to error nothing
li.c cqual to that of his friend’s, We are,

how-
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however, {orry to remark, he was material-
ly injured in his principles, and liked the
metropotis cach day better than the for.
mer. As fome months had elapled fince
he left the country, he began to think lefs
of Mifs Beutley. His lctters were lefs
frequent, and lefs tender, and hefelt very
little inclination to return. We-are, indeed,
forry to confels, that Fairfield afforded a
firong proof of the weaknefs of the human
heart; and that the moft {olemn engage-
ments are too often infufficient to confine
the fluctuating affeCtions. 1t is hardly
poflible to conceive, after the ardour of
paffion he had {o long felt for Mifs Bewz-
Jey, after the tender folemnity of their
parting, after the repeated promifes of fi-
delity, and the reluCtance with which he
left her only for a few weeks 3 1t 1s indeed
hard to conceive 1t is poffible, that his
paffions could fo-{foon cool, that his affec-
tions could fo cruelly alter in favour of an
object every way inferior to the fweet ruf-
tic he was forfaking.  But the lot of mor-

E 3 - tality
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tality” 1sindeed humble, and there is: o
-contradiction, that theinconfiftency of tlie
Juman heart cannot account for.

. Bentley had introduced him to many po-
lite circles, and by that means brought
him acquainted with a lady of no uncom-
mon merit, whom we fhall diftinguifth by
the name of Melbowrn. 'This lady was
neither charming in her perfon, coriect in
the underftanding, or diflinguithable for
the goodnefs ‘of her heart. Her ftature
was remarkably tall, and her fhape re-
markably irregular.  Her features werg
altogether 1ncorrect, dnd her cemplexioﬁ
very dark, and very indehcate, There
was.indeed a talkative vivacity in her eyes,
but they were rather confident, than ex-
preflive, and rather bold, than. pleafing,

Her face was long, and the lower part of
it uncommonly pointed. Her converfation

was as {pecious as her education had been
irregular,  She miltook ill-nature for wit,

and by conftantly torturing every fentence
thar
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chat paffed in common converfation, ae-
~quired a reputation for fon iots, and dox-
ble entendre.  She fupplied herfelf every
morning with a few extracls from the beft
poets, to give her a charalter tor reading,
al which fhe -conftantly forgot by bed-
time, and renewed her {ftudies next day.
She poflefled an unbounded delight in ex-
ercifing every feverity of fatire upon her
fex, nor did the misfortunes of youth or
the infirmities of age efcape the criticiims
of her tongue. The flattery of  an ideot
would give her rapture, but was always
tormented when told of the perfetions of
her friends. She would hear with the
greateft tranquillity of the firing of an
houle, or the ruin of a family ; but the
minuteft deviation fiom the etiquette of
politenefs,. would fhock her beyond mea-
fure.  Such a lady called to fee her, and
left no card, 1t was barbarous! it was
gothic! Mifs fuch a one went to church
m a warm cloak, merely becaufe the wea-
ther was co/d—ang that was horrid ungen-

teel,
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teel, and fhockingly unfafhionable! And
then again, another Lady was {een atnoon-
day with pink heels to her thoes inftead of |
cherry coloured, and the creature was vul-
gar beyond coiception! When fhe pre-
tended' to vindicaie her candour, it was
certain, that Mifs 4. was a very accoms
phihed {weet girl, had a fine face and love-
ly featurces 3 but then her temper was abo-
nmunable ; her {colding the maids, her ty-
ranny over the footman, was not to be
juftified by any means; and, indeed, fbe
had no knowledge of breeding, either at
home or abroad. Then Mifs B. was a
very fober, fenfible, fedate, good girl, but
prodigioufly plain, and very aukward.
And as for Mifs C. fhe worked delight-
fully at her needle, played a pool at qua-
drille with great judgment, underftood
pickling and preferving, and domeflic con-
cerns, but was amazingly 1gnorant, had
not one word to fay for herfelf 1 compa-
ny, and was {ure to be the laughing-ftock.

of every gentleman prefent,  Thus {he
PR alWﬂ}?S
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always qualified her praife with cenfure,
and thofe were fure to be moft {trongly re-
~commended who leaft deferved it, She
poficfled above all a mifery in monied mat-~
ters, that was highly unnatural for her
years.  Though her father was immenfe-
ly iich, and daily adding to his fortune,
her avarice knew no bounds, and her un-
feeling heart hardened at the calamities of
others.  Her behaviour to firangers was
forward ; fhe gave a diftant artful encou-
ragement to every man who cafually {poke
to her, and then boafted of the number of
her admirers to modeft girls who never
bad any. She was paflionately fond
of amufement, and theretors generally
admiced the addreffes of  fome credu-
\ous fuitor at Mickaclinas, and as conftant-
iy difcharged him in fprinz. Uy which
means, f{he was franked to 2il the winter
amufements, and yaticd her fummers with
her father at a villa, a few miles diftant
irom town, in plaoning fome future con-
qued, * She would adwie letters, with a

VIEW
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view to return them, when the lover grew
safortunate ; and appoint Interviews, to
mortify the party with a peremptory dent-
al.  She was conftitutionally ncapable of
every tender emotion herfelf, yet took un-
common pzains to torment others, with a
fenfibility in her favour.  Such are fome
of the outlines of a charatter, that an un-
thihking youth, trained as Fairfield was,
could think of preferring to the amiable,
the modeft, the tender, the {uizeptible, tae
faithful, the affetionate Mifs Bentley.
Such was the lady for whoma man, tangnt
religioufly to reverence his word, couid
even violate an oath, made in favour of
one of heaven’s moft perfect works, to ob~
tain the notice of herimiles,

CHAP,
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# SAN the reader think with patience of
x4 {uch infidelity as this, where the
inducements were fo contemptible, the re-
‘commendations of the party {o defpicable,
fuperficial and feeble ? It is true, he had
not refplved to renounce his Fetfy, but he |
found his heart greatly biaffed in favour
of his new flame, and he began to con?
ceive a little more abfence might totally
wipe away the memory of paft endear-
ments with Mius Dentley. He theretore
ailiduoudly purfued the lady 1n town,
efcorted her to all the public concerts,
plays, mafques, balls, &c. complimented
her with billet-donx, and courted her with

{on-
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fonnets, and began to figure in the flile
of flatcery, fo;pery, infipidity, and folly.
Ie neglected to anfwer two of the molt
tender letters from his Betfy, and began
to prepare fome frefh apology for a longer
continuance in town.

Mr, Selwin at this time began to feel
himfelf delicately fituated with regard to
his change of the young men. He lament-
ed the abufe of talents that Beutley daily
committed, and was {enfible that Fairfield
was affe€ted in a great degree with the er-
rors of the times. He remarked  their
modith concurrence with the whims of
fathion, and that they purfued pleafure
with an avidity inconfiftent with moral
fafety, He fatisfied himiclt, however, as
well as he was able, that their {tay would
expire in a very little time 3 and thought
it might be fufficient to give their fathers
an hint of fome alteration when they went
back, without alarming him with a cir-

cumftantial narrative of their misfortunes
before
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befoe their departure.  He was forry to
find his old friend fo deceived in his chil-
dren, and determined to caution him
again{t {ending them to Lendon any more,
The young men began to grow lefs diftant
and relerved in therr behaviour, kept late
hours, and often came home difzuifed in -
hiquor 3 brought their riotous bottle-
companions to difconcert the -ceconomy
and decency of Mr. Sekwvin’s family, and
were guil'y of ecvery irregularicy. IV,
Selwinn would often generoufly and polire-
lv expoftulate with them on the oscafion s

but his admonizions were only thouo 1t of
~ for the moment.

Bentley 1 particular was highly extra-
vagant, not oaly m his drefs, but in his
pocket expences.  He affociated  with
difipated young men of fortune, and imi-
tated their luxury and debauchery in every
particular.  He daily roecived leffons at
dancing, fencing, &c, and commenced
the fine gentleman and man of fafhion.

Yor, 11, . I3 To






CHAP X.

i E fhould have mentioned before,
- that among the impropricties of
his condudt, the pafiion for gaming bore
a confiderable fhare; and that he had
eften met with large lofles, and contracted
harge debis on that account, He had
been feated fome time, and engaged prety
Geeply in the game, when the young gentle-
man, who expoltulated in {o friendly a
mannes with him at the cofive-houfe, acci-

-
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deatally came intothe reom.  He imme
aiaiely obferved young Benmtley inall the
anxiety of a lofing gameller, and lament-
- edd the fudden gradation of his error, e
refited hia {ente, bue pitied his impetuo-
firy 3 and refolved to {erve him on this oc-

eron, and CVETV other he was Capablt‘ of,
kie
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He remarked fome unfair fhuffling deal-
ings winthe party he played with, and was
appreheniive, as his pafiions began to be
inflamed by his lofles, that he might fuffer
materially at that fetting, if fome project
was not directly found to prevent it,

He accordingly retired to a neighbour-
ing coffee-houfe unperceived by DBentley,
and fent the waiter to him with aletter, de-
firing his immediate attendance, as a g:en*
tleman had bufinefs of moment to commu-

nlcate to hini.

Bentley was confiderably ruffled with
wine and ill-luck, when the fervant de-
livered the letter ; however,. as his inftant
attendance was urged fo flrongly, he was
forced much againft his inclination to beg
a ternporary excufe of his antagonift, and
promifed to return in a few minutes.

When he came to the coffee-houfe, and

heard the preface to the young ftranger’s
F3 apology,
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-apology, and feund that he was called oft
-merely to receive a dull leCture upon gam-
ing, his paflion grew ungovernable; he 1l
treated the gentleman with molt opprobt-
ous terms 3 told him his officious attenticn
to his .conduct was very {uperfluous and
impertinent 3 and if his refpect to decency
-did not reftrain him, he would cane him
without referve. ¢ Confine your muddy
maxims in future, fir, faid he, to men ca-
pable of receiving inftrution from fo mean
a quarter, for depend upon it, the next
infult of this fort you prefume to offer. to
my fenfe and my ipirir, I'll take fuch fe-
vere notice of your tuition, as you fhall not
forget in a hurry.” The young gentleman,
no way agttated by his phrenzy, replied
with moderation and {iri¢t friendfthip ; af-

fured him, he had no motive but liberali- '

ty and honefty in refcuing him from the
frauds of a fharper; and that, in whatever
light he thought proper to confider his
conduct, he felt himfelf juftified in what

he had done ; made every allowance for a
paflion
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paflion which refulted from convi&ion of
folly; and told him, he was fatisfied he
-would candudly confefs an obhgation, when
the cooler moments of reafon prevailed.
This confiderably increafed the anger of
Deitley, he called him a cynical, happocri-
tical expoftulater; an artful triumpher
over thofe paffions he firlt excited in
others 3 declared nothing thould ever in-
fluence him to pardon fo notorious a breach
of good manners ; and raifed his paffion to
that excels, that he infifted on immediate
favisfattion,  Then drawing his {word,
“Draw, {ir, {aid he, this inftant, or I will
call you a poltroon and a fcoundrel to your
teeth, and brand you mevery company for
an infolent mvader ot the laws of polite-
nefs, and an infamous evader of the de-
mands of honour. Draw, {ir, draw ; my
foul fhall be fatisfied for this infult, though

my heart’s blood be drained.”

He placed himfelf in a pofture of de-
fence, and the young gentleman meafur-

g
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mg him with his eye with meffable pity
and contempt, furveyed his attitude in
{ilence for fome moments; then recover-
ing himfelf a little from his furprize at the
“madnefs of Bentley’s behaviour, he drew a
chair, and carelefsly {fat down. He conti-
“nued filent fome time to the bitterelt invec-
tives the other could heap upon him; and
then calmly, without any emotion, addrefs-
<d Bentley as follows.

CHAP.
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CHAP XL

< TAD I not conceived, fir, when firft

} 1 1 came acquainted with you, that
you had fome morals, fome underftand-
g, I had never entertained a momentary
prejudice n your favour, and thould have
{pared you this thameful forgetfulnefs of
every thing becoming a man and a gentle-
man. [ fhould bave left you to the mer-
¢y of a mifcreant that was preying upon
your fortune, and have efcaped the 1llibe-
ral abufe which the meanelt of the multi-
tude might bluth at. Was I, {ir, as {ul-
cetible of violent paffion as yourfelf, and
had I as little capacity to correct the irre-
gularity of my temper as you have, be-
fore this, fir, you would have {een me 1n

a different fituation, and might have been
fatally
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fatally fenfible, by this time, that yous
wildom forfook you when you infulred the
{piric of a man. Trained to the profefiion
of the {word, and fkilful in the ufe of that
weapon, I might have taught you a fevere
leflon, - rath young man, and vindicated
that falfe honour, about which you talk,
as the world inftrults you. 1 might have
convinced you, how much my {piritrefents
an aggravated affront, and retorted your
abufe with the blood of your .bofomn.
I might have humbled you to the duf,
withouf apy preparation, and your -oul
might have been facrificed for ever,  But
I will teach you, in {site of yourfelf, a doc-
trine you are totally unacquamnted with ;
and [ tell you, your courage is cowardice
in the extreme, - 1 tell you, the violent
impulie of your paffion, is a defertion of
your reafon; and y ur zeal to comply
with thedemands of falfe honour, proceeds
from a fear, a beje fear of mecurg the
foolith &iriéturs o the wurld.  With re-
{pe, D, w waat you call {pite, an lia-

lian
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Lian biravs, that ftabs the innocent m dif-
guile for hire, with propricty might boaft
thx_ fame. You muft excufe me, ﬁr, but I
will convince you, Dy the cool mncifference
of my addrefs to you, how lirtle fubjiét
I am to intimidation from {uch wild {pirits
as you talk of; and I will ftill maineain
the government over my own paflions o
ftrictly, as to tell you (while I reprove you
with my patience-under every harth infu.t)
that I fincerely pity your folly, and wiil
cordially give you my hand this infiant,
but will not think of corre€ling it as your
rathnefs richly deferves. A man, fir, who
has bled, fir, bled plentitully by the hand of
a father, 1n a ducl which originated from
the crueileft miftake, 1s perhaps judified,
in all his objections, to tie lawlels decl-
fions of the {word.”

Bentley was long fufpended between rage
and relentings, when the lalt fentence of
the young man’s jpeech caught his ear;
he ftarted back in the greatelt furpnze,

"~ and



