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Mr. B ENT L EY.

CHAP I

T%‘\ R. Selwin, to whofe care the young
ﬁ gentlemen were committed, was
merchant of extenfive connections,
and a man of fair reputation: he hhad'
known Mr. Deatley in the former part of
his life, and had a particular regard for
him and Mr. Fairficld. e confidered
the care of their children a flrong mark of
confidence and friendfhip 3 and determined
to acquit himielf of the charge, with all
the atteniion he was able.

Vor. 1. B In
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~ In the letters he received from the coun-
try, great weight was laid upon the cor-
rectneds of the young people’s difpofitions,
and he was taught likewite, that they con-
ceived a very little reftraint would be {uf-
ficient, as the ftrictnefs of  their education
had already infiructed them to beware of
the fnares of the world.  Their behaviour
contirmed every favourable character given
in the letters, and faushed M. Sekoin 1
¢id not proceed merely from the prejudice
of the parents.

As their {tay was to be confined toa few
momha, they were to be idulged nevery
Innocent watﬁration of ther curiofity

v——-».

and 1t was trufted, themr own good fenfe

and difcretion might be d-ponded on, tor
their cheice of proper engagements for
th.f.-l.[ t]. lC-

Fairfield emploved the firlt opportunity
after his armvaly in wriing to his dear
Bety 5 and as coirefpondencies of this caft

| Iuil
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run pretty much in the fame ftile, we fhall
only lay hefore our readers his firlt epiitle,
and the young ladv’s anfwer.

“ Little does my dear and tenderly re-
ipected Mils Bemtley conceive, how cons
ftantly fhe lives in my thouphts, and how
impofible 1t 15 for any difance to divide
her faithful Edward trom the memory of
her many graces.

I have many acknowledgments to
mike, my charming Betfy, for this privis
leoe of committing my heart to paper, and
Of terllfymg., aoatn and again, the ardor and
fincerity of my paffion, in charaliers that
may coniront me with the baiell apoftacy,
1if ever I {hould ceafe to love you, even for
a moment. [y whole delight, 1n this.
croud of flattery and artful creatures, is,
to dwell conftandy on the raptures of paft
{enes, and to anticipate the happy hour,
when we fhall meet again, never to be fe-
parated more. | _ S
| ) The



( 4 )

The people  this city talk to me of
1ts curofities, 1ts cuftoms, 1ts fafhions, its
politenefs, 1ts galety, and much mores
and cannot account for my infenfibility to
every thing about me, becaufe they know
not that | am ina love, and that the object of
my affeCtion is Mifs Bentley. They amufe
me, as they think, by hurrying me from
one bufy {cene to another ; but I have no
pleafure, but fuch as immediately proceeds
from contemplating the perfections of Mifs
Bentley.  What a cruel kindnefs is that
they ph.&lfe towards me! And how falfe
are the notions of this polifhed people !
When I retire to my clofet to enjoy the
moft plealing reverics, to follow you i
idea from one littde domeflic duty to ano-
ther; to conceive you are now walking in
the fower-garden, now are feated in the
grove, now are ranging through the woods,
and bleffing other eyes with your prcfence
when thefe fweet imaginations poflels me,
with every beft felicity 1 am capabie of

they call me to company, to
Cel‘emony,

£njoying,
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ceremony, and to noife; and would per-
fuade me, that reflection is melancholy,
and that folitude is dulnefs.  Miftaken,
falle taught men ! Ifear, that, to love
them as I ought, 1t 15 neceflary I view
them at a diftance.

You can have no idea, my Betfy, of the
ftrange love of diflipation that reigns here
in every bofom.- The ladies are generally
handfome, but I think your papa gave a
faithful picture -of their follies, They
drefs flrangely, they talk ftrangely, ‘they
at firangely. There is aconfident effron-
tery in polite life, and a barbarous forma-
tity among people in the middle ftation,
that would equally excite your pity- and
admiration. "They endeavour to perfuade
the world, that their fex is incapable of
friendfhip, and all their intimacies are
methodical and diftant, cold and formal,
Cruel, and” infenfible, fwcet creatures’!
they deprive fociety of its molt valuable
blefling, by dedicating their time to their

ook B2 drelsy
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drefs, and barbaroufly neglefting thems-.
{elves, |

Canvou believe, that they encourage
every infipidity of addrefs from the man ?
That they are fatisfied with profeflions
without truth, delicacy without fenfe, and
politenefs without a meanmg ? Can you
concetve, that their converfation 1s alto-
gether confined to trifles, that their edu-
cation is without wildom; their examples
without prudence, and their condudt
without confiftency :

There may be many advantages attend-
sng what is calied an accomplifhed educa-
tion, but I fhall be ever happy to think,
that thofe molt dear to me, were cultivata
ed at a diftance fromthe croud. I congra-
tulate myfelf a thoufand times aday, that
our fouls are fuited for obfcurity 5 that we
{hall be permitted to hide our heads toge-
ther in the fhades, and tafte {weet peace ,

and calmly pafs forward to eternity.
You

™
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You are fenfible, my dear Beify, that't
love you for the artlefs beauties of your
perfon, that I love you for the goodnefs
of your heart, and the graces of your in-
telligent mind}; but above all, I love you
for a fuperiority to city fenfe, and an ig-
norance of city manners, If I can pre-
vail upon your brother, I believe, before
the month expires, Ifhall be happy in
your company 3 but 1f I muft endure-a
more tedious abfence, pray give me as
much of your company as poffible,” by
writing to me, as often-as you are able. -I
can by no means reconcile myfelf to this
ftrange people, -and heartily repent our
expedition ; but as my friend {eems par-
ticularly delighted with every thing about
him, 1 fear a fewweeks muft elapfe, before
1 can affure youin perfon, how muchl am
your faithful and affetionate

'-'_"r"

1

E. FArrizLp,”?

CHAP;
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W M 1SS Bentley's anfwer was as fol-
lows : ’

« My papa, Malter Fuairfield, who has
taught me always to contend for more
than the {emblance of delicacy, juftifies
m¢, ;n an{wering your very affectionate
lerter.  And indecd, fir, I fhould be 2
very difengenuous, a very hypocritical
oirl, to deny that every kind notice you
take of me by letter, gives me more
pleafure than can be exprefied m many
words. My hand trembled, and my
heart was uncommonly agitated on the
receint of this before me; for 1 had a
thoufand apprehenfions for your fafety
v | 10
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tn {o long a journey ; and my fimple fore-
bodings of {omething, like a poflible for-
getfulnefs of palt conftancy, kept me
waking and weeping three whole nights,
and [ did not know what tidings of good
cr evil might be brought me, My papa
has taken uncommon pains, uncommon
palas, to contole me ; but, {weet man ! he
s always good, always kind, and ever
tender ; he diffipates ail my fears, and
tells me | deferve to be happy.  But, fin,
you know my papa i1s a wife man, and
thinks fearfully of the great city ; he re-
joices with me that your ftay in Lendon is
to be {o fhort, for it more than half re-
pents him, that he ever confented to your
journey, However, he has g;reat faith
in yours and my brother’s difcretion, and
waits your return with pleafure,

You wiil Jaugh at me for growing a
ftrange fanciful girl; but indeed I think
the flower-garden greatly difordered fince
you left it, nor do my favourite Robins

fing
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fing fo {ivcetly, in my idea, as they were
ulcd to doy the hermiiage 1s grown very
aull, and the grotto very gloomy; I
have got a fad habit of fighing, and
love beit to be alone.

To be fure it is very id'e to indulge
toolith fuperftitions ; but I cannot help
entertamning weak apprehenfions at times,
and 1 1prre of all myv papa’s g sod humour-
ed politenefs, and afifectionate affiduity, I
cannot help being a little unhappy, 1
am more pleafed with the tender love ele-
oies of Mr. Hammond, and the plaintive
numbers of Mr. Shenftone, than ever 1
was m my life, and I fear I am very
faulty in rather neglefting my little pu-
pils, for the benefit of retirement and re-

flcétion.

I think you fav very well, that the
pecp'e of Lendon ave ftrange, if they call
folitude irlfome ; for indeed T take hard-
Iy any pleature in fociety, cqual to what

1 cx-
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1 experience, when I walk through the

poplar trees by moonlight,+ and think of
my rural philofopher alone.

But pray, {ir, did you expect I fhould
anprove of your feverity on my fex © Do
vou know [o hittle of your Betfy, as to con-
ceive ficr fond of fatyr ¢ Indeed, mdeed,
fir, I will not think you julliied m form-
Ing a precipitate judgment of the ladies
in Loudor 5 and befide T will fugeelt to
you, that my papa, 1 all his comments,
mcitnes irictly to good nature and can-
dour; fo, my dear Edward, you mult
not cx; it myv approbation of o fevere a
cenfure on my fex, efpecially as you cen-
fefs the men are {o highly blameavie n
thetr condust towards them. I thank you,
and agan [ thank vou, for exprefling
vourielr 1o very tenderny and faithiuily m
my aveur, and et me oflure you, n return,
it tha'l ever be the fupreme i lealure of
my life to convince you, how immediarely

your
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your happinefs is conneéted with that of
your affeCtionate

I'L1zaBeTH BENTLEY.”?

In this manner the two lovers con-
ftantly correlponded.

The young gentlemen had not been in
Londen 2 monch, betore Fairfield’s opinion
of the city had altered confiderably in its
favour. He began to grow rather more

cconctied to ablence from his Besfy, and
to the feenes about himy and with refpeét
to Bentley, he was fo charmed with the
woys of town, and fo reluttant to leave
it {fo foon, as was expected by his father,
that he fpared no rhetoric with his friend,
to prevail on him to peution for a difcre-
tionary indulgence ; and as he had an un-
limited infuence over Fairfield, he very
eafily complied, and the, both fubfciibed
to the requelt, in a letter to the old gen-

tieman,



( 13 )
tleman, and obtained their fuit, not with- -
out fome hefitation on the parc of Mr.
Bentley.  That thinking man trembled for
poflible confequences, yet great was his
confidence in his fon, and the plan of
cducation he had purfued with him. He
was fenhible, however, the requeflt came
directly from that quarter, and though
he could not think of a peremptory de-
nial, he wilhed for a plea to recall him.
At lafty after fome debate wich himfelf,
he relolved to write to Mr. Se'win,
watch them with more flrcuminettlon
than berore: and determined not to {uffer
them to fray in town at all events many
mo -ths longer. In his letter to that gen-
tleman he fawd, ¢ I am very far from be-
iny caly, refpeCting the mquilitive dilpo-
fition of my fon. His morals are good,

and his fenfe 15 {trong; but the world 1s
crafry, and there 1s hetle fecurity m much
wifdom. The credulous generofity of
youth 1s againit him.  The confidence of
fecurizy may betray hum a thoufand ways,

VOL. [1. C ~and
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and 1f you love me, watch over him,

oive me the earlielt ntelligence of inch-
nation to error, and I will blefs you for

it moft hearuly.”

CHAPD,



CHAP III.

YW TITH regard to Mifs Desfy, the
effet this difappointment had up-

on her fulceptible heart, may be much
more eafily imagined than defcribed. She
was always Inclined to indulge an appre-
henfive doubt, about pofiible confequen-
ces that might relult from the journey;
and this laft appeal to her father con-
firmed all her fears in an inftant. She
had made fome little preparation for their
reception, and counted the days and the
hours, and conceived they had taken leave
of London, and were then upon the road,
when the fatal petition reached her father.
She flew with eagernefs to the hermitage,
C 2 (Q
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to gather the contents from Mr. Bentley ;
and as he read on, fixed her eyes {ledfaftly
upon her father, and liflened 1n full ex-
poctation of hearing the certain day of
their arrival, and that fhe fhould prepare
to receive them in a few hours. Her
difappointment was 1nexprefiibly great,
and fhe burlt mto a violent acony of tears,
O &r! O fir! fhe fuad, this 1s much, much
mo:e than I could poflibly be prepared
fer, and my heart s melung at my eyes.
Sure, fir, it cannot be, that Malter Fair-
feld has joined my brother in this requeft ?
Is it fo, fir? Then flinging her arms
about her father’s neck, and hiding her
face in his bofom, O my papa, fave me,
fave me from my fears—1{ave me, fave
me from my fears, for I begin to think
his lafl letters have abated of their warmth,
and. that another month may make vour
Betfy wretched enough of all confcience.
She wept much, and affeCted the old
gentleman not a little; he confoled her

however as much as poffible, affured her
he
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he had no doubt, but the motion was
firft made by her brother  that Fairfield
had complied through friendthip, and did
not doubt but his next letter would filence
all her fears, refpeting his infidelity; and
that a few weeks wauld reflore their fa-
mily to its former union and felicity, He
fupprefled his own objections, for fear of
increafing her alarm, and the young lady
waited impatiently for his next letter.

C CHAP.

BAD.



CHAP IV,

. HE young gentlemen, Bently in par-
ticular, received the confent from

his father with efpecial pleafure ; he pro-
mifed himfelf a glorious {wing of indul-
-gence, in the amufements of the town,
for a month or two at leaft, and at the ex-
piration of that term, did not fear of find-
ing frefh excufe to delay their return.
Fairfield was very far from the infatuation
of Bentley, but ftill his prejudices againft
London were very much foftened 5 and as
they were both genteelly fupplied with
pocket-money, they had every opportu-
“ nity of enjoying every thing the great city
ccould furnifh.  They began to make
material - alterations in their drefs, foon
after
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after their arrival;” and complied in-greag
degree with the fafhion, without following
-1t 1n the extreme.: Beitley, in particular, ob-

jelted to the plainncs and aukward ‘fim-
plicity of their former habits, and talked
now and then of tafte and gen'nhty, and
conf lted his taylor on all occafions.

We are forry to confefs, young Bentley
foon began to furnith a melancholy ‘proof
- of the infufficiency’ of the ftriftelt educa-
tion, to countera®t the many feducements
“of the world. He foon formed a variety
of acquaintances with gay young people
of both fexes 3 and though it'was fome time
before he could be perfuaded to purfue
- vice, yet he very foon began to confider
-1t with lcfs abhorrence than he was
taﬁght to do. He converfed daily with
-young fellows of the moft{pecious undet-
ftandings, who valued themielves on what
15 called a liberal educationy would talk
freely of the prejudices of age, and the

5 ﬁxper{htlous credulity of the crowd, They
would
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s matters of material moment. - My fa-
ther, he wouid tay, had sy few advan-
tages of education; and. his views muft
be neceflarily confined. 1Itis true, a con-
{titutional goodnels of heart, leads him to
{ound morality, and an excellent proprie-
ty of conduct; but his faith is mmplicit,
and without enquiry ; and the prepriety of
it. canuot be proved by realon. He was
taught to ftagger at the divine nature’s bes
ing 1ncarnate for the falvation of f{inners ;
he could not reconcile the idea of a trinity
In unity, or how an eternal exiftence could
be e}ctmo-mfhed on Mount Calvary torthiee
days. He objeéted to the poffibility of the
fun’s -being darkened on that awful ocea~
fion, without a natural eclivfe 5 nor could:
he concelve it poffible, that all the divine
attigadas were equally inflexible; and that
aivine juftice could no way be fatsfied,
but by an nterpofition of fuch fevere mer-
cy,-as the facrifice of the eternalfon. His
companions taught him the words, priefi-
craft, ignorance, and fuperflition ; and he
{oon

¥ I‘.i
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foon began to think as liberally asthems.
felves. He vead Dr, 2eung’s {ublime rea-
Jorung with Lerenzo, without yielding to
bis argument ;- and feenuicifm began to
reign in hiz heart, and his father began to
be forgotten.  As Fairfield was at firfk
part:cularly fond of retivement, Dentley
had every opportunity of purfuing his ca-
{uifiry alone, he fought the polite circles
at  every opportunity, was introduced to
the tea-tables of fafhionable people, and
qualified himfelf in a few weeks for what
1s called good company.

CHAP,
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CHAD V.

E was not however quite reconciled
A to his new opinions, he felt- lefs
peace than. he was wont to do, and often
attempted to ftifle refleCtion, butin vain.
The memory of paft contentment haunted
him like his thadow. A fenle of the om-
niprefence of the Deity dwelt, at times, for-
cibly” on his thoughts, and determined
him to a&t like a wile man, before {o awe-
ful a witnefs ; but thefe rcloiutions were
generally made at midnight, when dark-
nefs opprefles the mind with more awes
than 1t experiences in the blaze of day, and:
the exampies and councils of his friends
made thefe reflections vifit him very
rarely,

As
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- As the arguments for religion were
weakened, the reftri¢tion of moral con-
du&t began to fail, From Deifm to abfo-
Jute infidelity 1s a fhort ftcp, and he foon
found 1t convenlent to adopt the latter
creed. He would talk confidently of drop-
ping into the dark, 1n extreme old age,
when the organs were all decayed, and the
body laboured under every difquali‘ﬁca-
tion : and argue that the wildom of -pro~
vidence, whi.h makes nothing in van,
had never implanted paffions i the human
breaft, it- they were not to be indulged
by which means he acquired a {trange ta-
lent for felf deception, and grew negli-
gent about the employments of time, and
the confequences of eternity.

He was {itting cne evening in a box at

a ~~ice-houle, taluing to one of his moft
intiiate acquaintances, in the character
of a man aitogether ftudious to convince
himf{elt of the propriety of error: and as
he
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he took pains to be overheard,. in hopes.
of being calléd upon to maintain a difpute
with fome weak adverfary : a young gen-
tleman, of a very modeft appearance and
engaging addrels, begged leave, very po-
litely and {fubmiflively, to be permitred to
anfwer fome objections which he had ftare--
ed very ralhly. Bentley was not fo far
gone, as to be-quite fuperior to convition,
and as he rather wifhed to be fully fatis-
fied of his doubts, than confirmed 1n his
fears, liftened to the ftranger’s difcourfe with
ftrict actention; he was, however, predeter-
mined to allow little weight to any thing
that fhould make againit his own prepof-
feffions; and therefore, though he fuffered
the other to proceed without tnterruption,
vet when he had finifhed, he returned to
his charge ; allowed of very few of his
adverfary’s pofitions, and objetted to the
deductions he drew from them. He was,
however, uncommonly pleafed with the
modeft {edatenefs of the {peaker, felt an
uncommon prejudice 1n his favour, and

Vor. II, D requefied
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requefted to be ranked among the: foremott
of his friends. The young gentleman; on
the other hand, pitied the falfe pofitivenefs
of Bentiey, percetved he had betrayed much
good fenlc, by fuffering himfelf to be -led
beyond his .depth, and refolved, at ali
events, to ferve him with better advice, if
it lay in his power.  He therefore readi-
Iy confented to cultivate a future good un-
derftanding, and at parting exprefled him-

{elf to this purpole:

¢ [ ama young man, fir, as well as
yourfelf, and the little advantage of years
in my fcale, gives me no authority to dic-
tare : but believe me, fir, 1if you value
wifdom, if you value yourlelf, you will
confult a never-failing monitor within you;
and own, that your prefent principles are
wrong : you will elle very {oon find this
world to be indeed a blank, and the future
much worfe than a fable. I will furnith

you with my addrefs, when I am {ettled in
| oW1,
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fown, but till then, you will always- hear
of me at this coffee-houie.”

This gentleman appeared fomething
more than twenty, but carriéd the gravi-
ty of fifty. He fpoke like a man who
knew the value of fpeech, and employed
his talent, like one who thought conftants
Iy independently of the thoughts of others.
He had a title to much fame, for tne cor-
re¢tnefs and elegant forcibility of his argu.
ment, but he defpifed fo mean a confidera-
tion. Hefpoke as he atted m the prefence
of the Searcher of hearts, and cared little
for the erroneous opinions of his creatures.
He appeared to have undergone fome
fevere trouble, looked pale and fickly, and
was rather {piritlefs and thoughtful ; but
exerted himielf, where he conceived 1t to

be proper, with great energy and fkill.

Bentley had never met with fo capable
an opponent before ; he went home, and
retired to his clofet, and called a council

D 2 of
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“of his heart, and began to be ftaggered not
a little, It is poffible, {aid he, when 1
confider 1 cannot account for any thing
“my fenfes witnefs to; it is poflible that
things may exift, to which my {enfes cannot
‘witnefs Perhaps, it is poffible this body
may have an immortal {oul within it, ca-
g able of exifting in a feparate ftate to all
eternity 5 elle 1t 15 odd the hmthen
world fhould tth o, guided by the mere
light of nature.  Pernaps too, as Ihave
fomewhere read refpecting the argument
tot chance, there may be an hell by chance;
and if {o, fhould I be taken fick this
night, and fhould the phyfician give me
over to-morrow, how would my cafuiftry
fuftain me? Asitis, I confels, I do not
jike folitude, and when enveloped in mud-
night darknefs, often think of fupernatural
_appearances. - Perhaps, as Mr. Pope fays,
¢ §an was not made to quefllion;’ for
furely, if he was, it is ftrange he never
fhould be fatisfed: I muft think more
ferioufly
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ferioufly of thefe things, for at prefent 1
am hopelefs of all light beyond the grave,
and diffatisfied with every thing on this
fide that gloomy fcene.  He was violent.
ly agitated in this ftate of doubt and pet-
plexity, when fome of his companions
calling upon him at that inftant, fummon-
ed him to fulfill an engagement at the play-
houfe.  They remarked the gloom upon
his countenance, and very foon laughed
him into the fame latitude of principles,
they had involved himin before,

The air of gaiety univerfally difplayed
at the theatre, contributed to relieve him
* from the anguifh of his reflections; he
very foon forgot every temporal inclination
to the right, and gave into all their follies
with chearfulnefs and alacrity, Mr. Gar-
rick that night performed the charatter of
Rauger, and recommended the joys of a
rakith life {o ftrongly, that Bearley deters
mined on fome act of gallantry in his way -
home,

D3 A3



