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" portion as their insolence obliged the legislature ta
substitute power for persuasion,’ and restrain the
pperations of their. trade, their attention to public
guestions increased with their leisure for discussion,
When the artist is suspended from his engagements,
and the tradesman left deserted in his shop, how-
ever moderate in his temper, or loyal in his principles
at other times, he will then feel as an injured indi-
vidual for the general disorders of the social econo-
my, and act as a public member of the great politi-
cal body, by appealing to the decision of the sword,
" The laborious husbandman who murmurs at the se-
verity of his fortune, listens to the argument of
natural right and equal possession ; he weighs the hu-
mility of his state against the common consequences
of war, hopes every advantage from success, and
fears no ruin from miscarriage. The plotting priest,
who was meek as a dove under the observance of
authority, avails himself of the popular support, to
publish inveteracy with freedom. The distant in-
sinuation is now thundered. with audacity, the trea-
sonable declaration which before was capable of two
meanings, he now honestly confesses had but one.
The council of the closet is published in the streets.
-He exults in an opportunity of declaring, in the face
of the sun, his malignant aversion to royalty, prin-
cipalities, and dignitaries ; he favours the confusion
to the extent of his abilities, because the narrow
prejudices of a sect can only be gratified with slaugh-
ter. These I conceive to.bc the causes and effects

of
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of motives, and the consequences which have agix
gated the mind of the Americans for some time past,
and produced their present melancholy situation,
There is a national generosity and humanity in the

breasts of Englishmen, and I am persuaded every

thinking man, of all parties, must feel for the distrac-
tions of the Continent, But I am convinced at the
same time, that every judging mind will justify the
conduct of administration, when considered in 3
mational view, and treat the scandalous impositions,
which the priest constantly offers to the credulity of
the public, with that sovereign and judicious con-
tempt, which is'duc to the despicable artifices of
' Facrion,

LETTER
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LETTER XXVL

CURSORY THOUGHTS ON LEARNING ¥,

Simx,

TO him who sitteth above the water-floods, and
“weighs creation in the balance, be glory for ever and
ever! Amen! . : '
I have been distinguished in the world as a lumi-
nary of science; I bave wept for the vanity of wis.
dom ; I have dictated to the rulers of the land, and
have been flattered. with the friendship of my Sove-
zeign. The sunshine of my. prosperity, O my son,
awakened an insect into life, and the reptile pre-
sumed upon his power. When I stood up in the
amembly of Wisdom, the aged counsellor laid his
withered finger on his lips, and the young men were
silent with expectation. I spake, and it was re-

* This letter being unfortunately mislaid, could not be found
il after the former sheets were printed off,—it ought te have
beén inserted at p. 97.

Yor. L ’ S corded ;‘
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corded ; I commanded, and it was dene. I was
stimulated by the breath of dying creatures, like my-
self, to accomplish the greatest atchievements ; and
acknowledged no standard for rectitude and honour,
but the clamour of popular applause. If I planned
with policy, my son, or-pleaded with rhetoric ;
taught with truth, or judged with equity ; served
my God, or saved my country ; I did all for the
voice of the people. The voice of the people was
my grandeur and my glory, my riches and my
strength ; it supported me as a pillar of the state,
and exalted my vanity. to the stars. Though, in
solitude, I have often petitioned the Eternal for an
asylum from myself; yet, in public, the voice of
the people made me happy. Ah, my son, great is
the weakness of the wisest; and many are the lessong

of humility that time may have yet to teach thee !’

Listen then to the voice of an experienced monitor ;

let my words sink deep into thy heart, and let thy .

car be open to instruction. I had arrived at the
summit of my fortune and my folly, when a vision
of the night reclaimed me. I beheld in my dream,
‘and my heart melted with astonishment and terror ;
T beheld the dissolution of the world, and the judg-
‘ment of the great day ; I saw the heavens and the
earth convulsed, and the pillars of creation tremble ;
the moon was turned into blood (horrid change!),
and the sun grew dark as sackcloth, at the presence
of the Lord of Nature. I heard the blast of the

trump




LETTERS. 253

trump of the Archangel sounding through the re-"

gions of death ; and I beheld myriads of everlasting
souls stand trembling before the throne. I looked
for my ensigns of dignity, and found myself naked
and ashamed. 1 listened for the shouts of the throng,
but all was silent as the grave. The lightnings ﬂew
fast about my head, and the eternal thunders dis-
mayed me. I sat a mountain piled up to the clouds
with the volumes of wisdom, and would have rested
my feet apon it ; but it perished in an instant in the
flames. Then I called upon the spirits of the just
for help, and no man listened to my complainings.
I laid my hand upon the once mighty princes of the
earth, and their sceptres vanished into air. Where

(cried I) are the multitudes who once supported me? -

let them now save me, or I perish. I called with a
despairing voice, but the multitude could save no
-more. Then it was the darkness of everlasting hor-
ror seized me. I would have wept sore, but had no

tears. I would have died, but the dominion of.
death was over. I would have joyfully compounded
for ages of pain, but my sentence was irrevocable

and-eternal. Gracious Alla! can the agony of that
night ever be forgotten! In my fancy I would have
pleaded with the Most High, but his reproof silenced
me for ever. When I called thee from darkness and
from dust, (said a tremendous voice, piercing as the
sound of a trnmpet), when I endowed thee with ca-
pacities for socxet), exalted thee above created na-

s2 tures,
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tures, ‘and blessed thee with the light of reason, ¥
taught thee, by an agent in thy own breast, the
difference between good and evil, and informed thy
senses, that my Providence is ever present with all
the wonders of my creation. I instructed thee to
live for the benefit of others, to serve society with
thy heart and hand, but to worship no master but
him who gave thee being, to make my will the rule
of thy life, and my presence the predominating
witness of thy actions. But thou didst call upon me
as thy -caprice directed, and hast not walked uni-
formly before me. If I answered thy petition in
distress, -why in prosperity didst thou remember my
mercies no more? - Thou hast considered me a
being of like fluctuating passions with thyself, though -
my attributes are as stedfast and immoveable as the
everlasting foundation of my throne. Thou hast
sought to hide thee from my face in time, and there.
fore throughout the endless ages of eternity thou
shalt witness to its smiles no more. Trembling I
awoke and started from my sofa, and laid my fore.
head in the dust, and was wrapt in silent adoration
from the rising to the setting sun. As the light of
eelestial truth dawned upon my heart, the shadows of
jgnorance retired. -The world was divested of its
flattery at once, and I penetrated with the eye of an
eagle into the superior duties of the man. I sought
the society of myse!f, and renounced a paltry feli-
city that depended ori the opinion of others. I
would bave instructed the son of my sovereign, the
mighty
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mighty Amureth, to have departed from the exrors
of his education, but was forbidden by my Lord the
King. He was disgusted with a bumiliating doctrine
that degraded the dignity of title, and banished me
to this distance from the capital of my country,
Here, my son, I have learned great trutbs, that
neither courts nor schools have ever taught me; that
the approbation of conscience is to be preferred to
the opinion of the multitude; that the wisdom of the
beart is superior to the visions of the brain; that
our virtues must proceed from a settled principle of
action, from a reverence for the witness in our own
breasts, snd the eye that is over all. I have long
attended strictly to this important lesson ; and if my
sovereign should once sgain summon my grey bead
to couneil, I would endeavour to convince him that
the man who studies his duty to his God, and to
himself, is best qualified to serve his Country and his
King. :

Behold then, cried Amurath in an e‘ctasy of plea-
sure, great counsellor, behold your king disguised
in the humble habits ‘of a pilgrim ; see Amurath
the ruler of nations. I have deserted my people in
search of truth, and will now return to convince them
I have found it. I shall henceforth never want a su-
preme incentive to good, and an awful restraint from
~evil. Iwill be just from the superior principles of
intrinsic virtue, and be happy in consulting the ap-
probation of that invisible witness, whose blessing
can afford 8 naver-failing support, when the sound

" ' of
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of adulation shall cease, and the people can applaud
no more. ) '

The monarch took the hermit affectionately by
the hand ; he led him back in triumph to his court,
and re-assumed his throne with content, for the
heart of Amurath was happy. -

Whatever objections: may be raised aga.mst the
conduct of the fable; animportant moral may be
deduced from it, worthy the attention of every
christian parent. A child should be instructed to
adhere religiously to the maxims of morality, not
merely from a respect to the ‘sentiments of the world,
for the preservation of character, or promotion of
interest in society ; but from an obligation of duty
to himself, and a reverence for the presence of the
judge of all. There are perhaps no characters more
doubtful than such as consult on every occasion the
opinion of the world ; for this reason among many
others,—because the man who is -particularly studi-
ous to solicit a good name from the public, nega-
tively acknowledges he wants one. I advise you,
Sir, above all things, to instruct your son that most
comprehensive and most liberal lesson, that ever
was delivered, the love of God, and the love of
man ; employ all your persuasion to excite his vene-
ration of such important maxims, and assure him it
is a doctrine above all philosophy, all science, all
school-teaching in the world. Convince him that
the most profound learning must be deficient with-
out it ; and that it qualifics the darkest, estate of ig-

norance
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forance with a wisdom of the lightest naturé. Tell
him that Sir Francis Walsingham, towards the end
of his life, wrote thus to Lord Burleigh. “ We
‘¢ have lived long enough to our country, to our
¢ fortunes, and to our sovereign; it is high time we
¢ begin to live to ourselves, and to our God;” and
let him regulate his life betimes by the moral this is
capable of conveying. Recommend the duties of
religion on every occasion, and remind him it was
the language of the great Cardinal Wolsey, if he
bhad served his God with half the zeal with which he
had served his King, his grey hairs had not been
forsaken. Tell him how many respectable and
learned authorities in all ages have commended the
wisdom of religion. Sir John Mason, Privy €oun-
sellor to King Henry the VIIIth, speaks thus of it.
¢¢ I have witnessed to many great scenes, but after
¢ many years experience have learned, that seri-
¢ ousness is the greatest wisdom, and a-good con-
¢ science the best possession ; and were I to live my
¢ time over again, I would change the court for
¢ acloister, my high office for an hermitage, and
¢ the palace for a chapel. All things else forsake

¢ me, beside my God, my. duty, and my prayer.”’
_ Sir Philip Sidney recommends to govern our will"

and affections by the will and word of our Creator ;

and Doctor Donne, when parting with his friends on

his dedth-bed, said he repented of all his life, but
that part of it spent in communion with God, and
doing good actions. The -wise Tully was so sensi-

ble
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ble of the consequence of this duty, that be observed
& man could not be in his right mind who was desti

tute of religion. _
K you wmake your son, Sir, a religious character,
you lay a firm foundation for all the graces that
can embellish or improve the mind. You qualify
him for himself and sociéty in a manner suitable to
the elearest dictates of reason, the sentiments of theé
best and wisest men,-and the most positive demands
" of Heaven. A man of conscience must be honest,
must be honourable, without the confinement of
eaths or the bonds of law ; his mind is least lable to
be injured by infidel writers ; and he is cautious how
he listens to the insinuating plausibility of casuists
and sceptics, who doubt or attempt to explain away
the truths on which his faith is founded. If he in-
clines to the study of philosophy, he takes care that
a mathematical mode of reasoning does not interfere
with metaphysical mysteries, which cannot be ac-
counted for by human study. And if. a passion for
reading predominates, he does not gratify his cu-
xiosity at the expence of his morals, but seleets such
:authors as he may name without a blush, and quote
with the strictest judgment. - In conversation he ad-
" heres to truth, and though he is studious to recom-
mend his life by a constant chearfulness of behaviour,
-he never promotes the mirth of the company by
-wretched expletives that degrade the language, or
-indecencies that disgrace the man. His politeness
is just; his professions are honest; he knows that
' neither
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neither dress not address, independently considered,
* &an constitute a gentleman, and aims at superior
. distinctions: Is he learned, a knowledge of himself
‘will make him humble; is he rich, it will teach him
to feel for the poor; is he'in high office, it will pre«
serve him from curruption ; and if his lot is fixed in

 an inferior station, it qualifies him to support it with_
contentment. ~ Sir, though you should lock himup

in a library all his life, and engage the ablest tutors
that can be found, you can .never make him so
essentially wise, or so intrinsically happy, as by -
_training up your son in.this manner.—Consider, you

provide against many future possible contingencies,

that you dxschar«re your duty with exactness, and
- will have the satisfaction of finding your labour re.

warded when age shall want consolation. - But, Sir,
. to do this effectually, you must not make his instruc-
tion the business of caprice or occasional entertain-
ment, but the serious and constant work of con-
science and of duty ; use no alarming severities,to
enforce your lessons, but rather teach him to correct
himself. If you find your passions are about to be
engaged, defer your teaching to a future hour, and
be determined and consistent in your examples be-
fore him, or your precepts will avail him little. You
will naturally recommend morning and evening de-
votion, but take care to guard him against a cold
mechanical form of prayer; which is a solemn
mockery in the sight of Heaven. I advise you to

indalge him in all the innocent recreations of youth,
VorL. 1. T

" and ¥
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and rather court than compel him to the more ra-

tional engagements of the mind; this will prevail

with him to honour you as a tutor as well as a
father, to court your conversation 4s a companion,
and to value you as a fajthful friend.

. . - . N

Homo.

' .
END \“-i.in =) N s-“’,_.lgt.{ L

Priwted by N1cnoLs end Sox, -
" Red Lion Passage, Fleet-fireet, .





