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Contents: Margaret Epstein asks Holden to help to find a safe place to keep her husband's work, which is in
danger of being seized in lieu of debts, and also refers to the possibility of Epstein visiting the U.S.A.
in connection with the publication of a book he has written. Holden suggests making an arrangement
with a dealer which would clear the debt. The letter to Professor Schwabe refers to the provision of
air-raid shelter for certain works of art, but there is no indication that this is actually connected with
Margaret Epstein's request to Holden.
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The Dictionary of National Biography, 1941-1950 Edited by L.G. Wickham Legg and E.T. Williams Oxford
University Press , 1959,pp. 762-763.

Schwabe, Randolph (1885 — 1948), etcher, draughtsman, and teacher, was born in Manchester 9 May 1885, the son
of Lawrence Schwabe, cotton, Merchant, whose father left Germany in 1820, and his wife, Octavia Henriette
Ermen. He was educated privately in Hemel Hempstead and at fourteen went to the Royal College of Art. He
transferred to the Slade School of Fine Art in 1900 where he remained until in 1906, he went to the Academie Julian
in Paris for eight months. He gradually became known as a draughtsman, etcher, and lithographer, and, during the
war of 1914-18, made many drawings as an official war artist. After 1918 he taught in the Camberwell and
Westminster schools of art and became a teacher of drawing at the Royal College of Art. In 1930 he succeeded
Henry Tonks as Slade professor at University College, London, and principal of the Slade Schhool where he
remained until his death. He was a member of the New English Art Club and the London Group. He collaborated
with F.M. kelly in Histoic Costume (1925) and A Short History of Costume and Armour (1931), illustrated a numbe
rof other books, and made designs for some theatrical productions.

Schwabe had a remarkable amount of miscellaneous information on nearly all subjects and a scholarly knowledge of
some — acquired by very wide reading. His slight stammer never hindered his flow of entertaining conversation; he
had a quick and subtle sense of humour. He too the task of teaching very seriously and was much respected by all
his students, though his gentle, kindly manner never inspired the terror commanded by his predecessor Henry Tonks.
His drawings and prints are not remarkable for imagination but are beautifully prrecise and reasnable stements of
fact.

In 1913 Schwabe married Gwendolen Jones, and on daughter was born. He died at Helensburgh, Dumbartonshire,
19 September 1948. A self-portrait pencil sketch is at the Slade School, and a chalk drawing by Francis Dodd is in
the Manchester City Art Gallery.

[Introduction by Sir Charles Tennyson to the catalogue of the memorial exhibition, Arts Council, 1951; The Times,
21 September 1948; private information.]
Stephen Bone.
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