Descendants of Charles Henry Rendall
Generation No. 1
1. CHARLES HENRY1 RENDALL He married HARRIET SALOMON.
Children of CHARLES RENDALL and HARRIET SALOMON are:
2.
3.
4.

i. JOHN2 RENDALL, b. 21 Feb 1819, Oxonword, Berkshire; d. 07 Aug 1901, Keswick, Cumberland.
ii. HENRY RENDALL, b. 1817; d. 1897.
iii. FREDERIC RENDALL, b. 1822; d. 21 Apr 1912.

Generation No. 2
2. JOHN2 RENDALL (CHARLES HENRY1) was born 21 Feb 1819 in Oxonword, Berkshire, and died 07
Aug 1901 in Keswick, Cumberland. He married FANNY DESBOROUGH 11 May 1854 in St. Giles,
Camberwell, Surrey, daughter of LAWRENCE DESBOROUGH and FRANCES HARRIS. She was born
09 Nov 1822 in Ely Place, Holborn, Middlesex, and died 22 Jan 1892 in Cockermouth, Cumberland.
Children of JOHN RENDALL and FANNY DESBOROUGH are:

5.

6.

i. EDWARD3 RENDALL, b. 28 Feb 1855, Kensington.
ii. ELLEN FANNY RENDALL, b. 03 May 1856, Kensington; d. 06 May 1938, Dedham, Colchester, Essex;
m. GERALD HENRY RENDALL, 24 Mar 1887; b. 1851, Harrow; d. 04 Jan 1945, Dedham, Colchester,
Essex.
iii. MARGARET RENDALL, b. 13 Aug 1857, Kensington.
iv. ARTHUR DESBOROUGH RENDALL, b. 06 Dec 1858, Kensington; d. 20 Dec 1859, 16 Hanover Villas,
Nottinghill.
v. AGNES RENDALL, b. 25 Jun 1860, Kensington; d. 27 Jun 1860, 16 Hanover Villas, Nottinghill.
vi. PERCY JOHN RENDALL, b. 26 Jul 1861; m. EDITH WATSON, 01 Jun 1899, St. Mary Abbot's,
Kensington; d. 17 Jun 1952, Holmlea, Esher, Surrey.
vii. MARY EVELYN RENDALL, b. 04 Jan 1863; d. 22 Sep 1880.
viii. GRACE DESBOROUGH RENDALL, b. 30 May 1865, Kensington; d. 22 Apr 1947, Westminster.

3. HENRY2 RENDALL (CHARLES HENRY1) was born 1817, and died 1897. He married ELLEN
HARRIETTE DAVEY, daughter of PETER DAVEY. She was born 1830, and died 1905.
Children of HENRY RENDALL and ELLEN DAVEY are:
7.

8.

i. EDWARD DAVEY3 RENDALL, b. 1855; d. 10 Apr 1920.
ii. CHARLES HENRY RENDALL, b. 26 Nov 1856, The Rectory, Great Rollright, Oxfordshire; d. 14 Jan
1925, Australia; m. LOUISA FANNY CARD WEAVER, 10 Jul 1893, St Andrew's Church of England,
Brighton..
iii. HERBERT BURNELL RENDALL, b. 1860, The Rectory, Great Rollright, Oxfordshire.
iv. MONTAGUE JOHN RENDALL, b. 06 May 1862, The Rectory, Great Rollright, Oxfordshire; d. 05 Oct
1950, Oxenwood, California Lane, Bushey, Herts.
v. VERNON HORACE RENDALL, b. 1869; d. 13 May 1960, Hemel Hempstead; m. JANE HEY; d. 04 Jan
1936.
vi. HUGH DAVEY RENDALL, b. 28 Dec 1872; d. 22 Jun 1958; m. VIOLET ADELINE MARY FRANCIS, 05
Feb 1946, Yately Parish Church.
vii. FLORENCE RENDALL, d. 30 Dec 1937.

4. FREDERIC2 RENDALL (CHARLES HENRY1) was born 1822, and died 21 Apr 1912. He married (1)
JEAN MARY TAYLOR. She was born 1831, and died 19 May 1920 in Eastwood Cottage, Walberswick.
He married (2) ANNA DOWNS. She died 1853.

Children of FREDERIC RENDALL and JEAN TAYLOR are:

9.

i. GERALD HENRY3 RENDALL, b. 1851, Harrow; d. 04 Jan 1945, Dedham, Colchester, Essex; m. ELLEN
FANNY RENDALL, 24 Mar 1887; b. 03 May 1856, Kensington; d. 06 May 1938, Dedham, Colchester,
Essex.
ii. ERNEST MONTAGU RENDALL, d. 1933.
iii. ARTHUR DACRES RENDALL, d. 11 Feb 1936, Eastwood Cottage, Walberswick.

Generation No. 3
5. MARGARET3 RENDALL (JOHN2, CHARLES HENRY1) was born 13 Aug 1857 in Kensington. She
married LLOYD WILSON 23 May 1882 in St. John the Evangelist, Nottinghill Hill, Middlesex.
Children of MARGARET RENDALL and LLOYD WILSON are:
i. BRIAN DESBOROUGH4 WILSON, b. 23 Apr 1887.
ii. OLIVE WILSON, b. 15 Aug 1883.

6. GRACE DESBOROUGH3 RENDALL (JOHN2, CHARLES HENRY1) was born 30 May 1865 in
Kensington, and died 22 Apr 1947 in Westminster. She married WILLIAM DOUGLAS CAROE 23 May
1891 in Saint Margaret, Westminster, son of ANDERS CARÖE and JANE GREEN. He was born 01 Sep
1857 in Blundell Sands, Liverpool, Lancashire, and died 01 Mar 1938 in Kynnia, Cyprus.
Children of GRACE RENDALL and WILLIAM CAROE are:
10.
11.

i. OLAF KIRKPATRICK4 CAROE, b. 15 Nov 1892; d. 23 Nov 1981.
ii. CHRISTIAN DESBOROUGH CAROE, b. 13 May 1894.
iii. ALBAN DOUGLAS RENDALL CAROE, b. 06 May 1904.

7. EDWARD DAVEY3 RENDALL (HENRY2, CHARLES HENRY1) was born 1855, and died 10 Apr 1920.
Children of EDWARD DAVEY RENDALL are:
i. FRANCIS GEOFFREY4 RENDALL, b. 20 Sep 1890, 43 Rosedale-road, West Dulwich; d. 02 Dec 1952;
m. MIRIAM KNIGHTLEY LLOYD, 1923.
ii. MARGARET KATHLEEN RENDALL, b. 11 Jul 1887, Dulwich; d. 12 Jul 1887, Dulwich.
iii. EDWARD GEOFFREY RENDALL.

8. HERBERT BURNELL3 RENDALL (HENRY2, CHARLES HENRY1) was born 1860 in The Rectory,
Great Rollright, Oxfordshire. He married LAURA MARION UNKNOWN. She died 06 Dec 1940 in
Instow.
Children of HERBERT RENDALL and LAURA UNKNOWN are:
i. ALEXANDER BURNELL4 RENDALL, m. GLADYS IRENE WEST, 02 Oct 1928, The Chapel of St. Cross.
ii. EILEEN RENDALL.
iii. SYLVIA RENDALL.

9. ERNEST MONTAGU3 RENDALL (FREDERIC2, CHARLES HENRY1) died 1933. He married FREDA
MICHOLLS 22 Sep 1908 in All Saints Church, Ennismore Gardens, daughter of EDWARD MICHOLLS
and MARY BEDDINGTON. She was born 06 Oct 1880 in Manchester, Lancashire.
Children of ERNEST RENDALL and FREDA MICHOLLS are:
12.

i. EDWARD FREDERICK4 RENDALL, b. 1915.
ii. FRANCIS JOHN RENDALL, b. 1916.
iii. HUGH ARTHUR RENDALL, b. 1919.

Generation No. 4

10. OLAF KIRKPATRICK4 CAROE (GRACE DESBOROUGH3 RENDALL, JOHN2, CHARLES HENRY1)
was born 15 Nov 1892, and died 23 Nov 1981. He married FRANCES MARION RAWSTORNE 10 Jan
1920, daughter of ATHERTON GWILLYM RAWSTORNE. She died 1969.
Children of OLAF CAROE and FRANCES RAWSTORNE are:
i. RICHARD5 CAROE.
ii. MICAHEL CAROE.

11. ALBAN DOUGLAS RENDALL4 CAROE (GRACE DESBOROUGH3 RENDALL, JOHN2, CHARLES
HENRY1) was born 06 May 1904.
Child of ALBAN DOUGLAS RENDALL CAROE is:
i. LUCY5 CAROE, b. 1935; m. RICHARD HUME ADRIAN, 01 Apr 1967; b. 16 Oct 1927.

12. HUGH ARTHUR4 RENDALL (ERNEST MONTAGU3, FREDERIC2, CHARLES HENRY1) was born
1919. He married SUSAN HARDING 29 Oct 1949 in St. Simon and St. Jude, Eastdean.
Children of HUGH RENDALL and SUSAN HARDING are:
13.

i. DAUGHTER5 RENDALL, b. 18 Aug 1956, Aylwins, Offham, Nr. Lewes, Sussex.
ii. WILLIAM FRANCIS RENDALL.

Generation No. 5
13. WILLIAM FRANCIS5 RENDALL (HUGH ARTHUR4, ERNEST MONTAGU3, FREDERIC2,
CHARLES HENRY1)
Child of WILLIAM FRANCIS RENDALL is:
i. WILLIAM JAMES6 RENDALL, m. JULIA ROSEMARY OLIVER RICHARDS, 01 Feb 1969, St. James
United Church, Montreal, Canada.

SOME NOTES ON THE RENDALL FAMILY

The Times, Saturday, April 17, 1920

The Times, Wednesday, April 21, 1920

RENDALL, CHARLES HENRY (1856-1925), educationist, was born on 26 November
1856, at Great Rollright, Oxfordshire, England, eldest of nine sons and a daughter of Rev.
Henry Rendall, Anglican rector, and his wife Ellen Harriett, née Davey. He was educated
at Haileybury College, Hertfordshire, founded ten years earlier. Matriculating in 1876, he
won a scholarship to Hertford College, Oxford (B.A., 1879, with third-class honours in
classics). He taught for twelve months at Bournemouth College, Hampshire, where he
displayed undoubted teaching gifts, especially in classical studies, also attracting students
through his cricketing skills: he played for Essex.
Seeking a climate even milder than Bournemouth's, Rendall left England for Melbourne,
where in 1882 he became assistant classics tutor at Trinity College, University of
Melbourne, under Dr Alexander Leeper. An enthusiast for all things musical, Rendall
established a college musical society in 1884. In 1882-89 he was also classics master at
Melbourne Church of England Grammar School where he established a reputation as one
of the colony's foremost teachers of Latin and Greek. In 1890 he was dismissed from
Trinity College by Leeper for disloyalty, after presenting demands to the warden on
behalf of students, which Leeper took to be a rebellious act. Dr Alexander Morrison
immediately appointed Rendall classics master at Scotch College.
In late 1891 Rendall purchased, in association with H. W. Mills and his wife, the
Brighton Coffee Palace at Brighton Beach, formerly the home of J. B. Were, to establish
a private school. Rendall had met several schoolmates who confirmed him in his dream
of another Haileybury 'in another land'. His old school agreed to the use of the name;
'Altera Terra' would become the school's motto; the new Haileybury would take the
school colours of the old and operate 'on traditional English Public School lines'.
Rendall opened his school on 10 February 1892, with seventeen boys: his four sixthformers came from his classes at Scotch College and Melbourne Grammar. At the end of
the school's first year (when the boys took out the Latin and Greek exhibitions at the
public examinations), Rendall bought out the Mills's share. On 10 July 1893 he married
Louisa Fanny Card Weaver at St Andrew's Church of England, Brighton. Although the
depression of the 1890s killed off many private schools in Melbourne, Haileybury
survived: by the end of the decade enrolments had risen and, by 1914, had almost reached
100.
An imposing figure, well over six feet (183 cm) tall, Rendall affected a gruff moustache
and had a voice 'like the noise of dumping in the surf'. His pastimes ranged from croquet
to ocean fishing: he was a talented photographer and cellist; he wrote one-act plays for
his students to perform. Cricket was his consuming passion but he was also a competent
tennis player. He was often untidy of dress, overbearing, off-handed, opinionated, illmannered and snobbish. Like his younger brother Montague, headmaster of Winchester
College, England, in 1911-24, he was moody, conformist and dictatorial. But he was a
supremely gifted teacher. An enthusiastic motor-car driver from the turn of the century,
Rendall in 1914 was involved in an accident in which his wife sustained fatal injuries. At
the end of the school year he retired and sold the school.

In retirement Rendall lived at Brighton Beach near the school where, temporarily, he
continued to teach classics part-time, and wrote wayward letters to the newspapers on
political and educational issues. He died on 14 January 1925 and was buried in Brighton
cemetery. His son and daughter survived him.
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Rendall, Montague John (1862–1950),
headmaster, the fourth son of the Revd
Henry Rendall (1817–1897), and his
wife, Ellen Harriette (1830–1905),
daughter of Peter Davey and sister of
Horace Davey, Baron Davey, was born
on 6 May 1862 at the rectory in Great
Rollright, Oxfordshire, where his father
was rector. There were in all nine sons
of the marriage, united in devotion to
their parents and exceptionally
influenced by the Christian faith and
moral values of their early upbringing.
From his preparatory school, Elstree, he
won the first entrance scholarship to
Harrow in 1876. During his last year at
Harrow he was head of the school and
first in classics and mathematics.
Proceeding to Trinity College, Cambridge, in 1881, he was a Bell scholar (1882) and
foundation scholar (1883) and was placed in the first division of the first class in part one
of the classical tripos in 1884 and in the first class of part two in 1885. During his last
two years at Cambridge he represented the university at association football as
goalkeeper. In 1887 he made the first of many journeys abroad to study the masterpieces
of continental art, and laid the foundations of his lifelong enthusiasm for medieval and
Renaissance Italian painting. In the same year he was appointed to the staff of Winchester
College.

Rendall's immediate and striking success as a teacher, especially of classical composition,
to ‘senior div.’, and his enthusiastic and inspiring participation in the life of the school,
especially of college, strongly suggested him for appointment as second master in 1899.
For the next twelve years his regime in college was both original and highly successful.
To his innovative lectures on Italian art he now added holiday trips to central Italy with
many of his pupils. ‘Scholarship and art … he made a kind of glorious adventure’, as one
Winchester scholar later recalled (The Wykehamist, 18 Dec 1950, 210). In college
Rendall upheld high moral standards but softened any severity by his natural sympathy
for boys. He was the obvious choice to succeed H. M. Burge as headmaster of
Winchester in 1911.
Rendall was not primarily an administrator; indeed, he could be engagingly disorganized
in his official habits. Nor was he a reforming headmaster, unlike his predecessor or his
successor (A. T. P. Williams). He made no formal changes at Winchester to reflect his
own love of art and literature; for any boy particularly interested in such subjects the
school remained a somewhat alien environment. He yet impressed all those who served
under him as a great headmaster. His educational ideal was a nebulous mixture of
traditional Christian values (uncomplicated by any theology) and neo-medieval chivalry.
This ideal he attempted to express in a triptych, still preserved at Winchester, which he
commissioned in 1926 from E. Fortescue-Brickdale, showing a knight in armour with his
page, their faces those of two of Rendall's last pupils. Whatever the idiosyncrasies of the
painting, his vivid and dominating personality enabled him to communicate to the school
his intense vision of the noblest aims in life. He also inspired considerable affection, not
least on account of his distinctive mannerisms, especially of speech.
The First World War, through which Rendall carried the school with buoyant courage,
made the profoundest impression upon him. To his conception and determination the war
memorial cloister at Winchester is primarily due; its details also owe much to his
sensitive taste. Furthermore, he became convinced that the public schools had a duty and
a mission to make their best gifts available to a wider public in the post-war world. These
views were reinforced by his visit in 1919 to some leading independent schools in the
United States. He gladly accepted, therefore, after his resignation of the headmastership
in 1924, an invitation from the Rhodes trustees to visit many of the principal schools in
the self-governing dominions; and for the same reason he played a prominent part in the
Overseas League, the League of the Empire, and the Royal Empire Society, and became
chairman of the public schools empire tours committee. He received the honorary degree
of LLD from the University of Toronto in 1921 and was appointed CMG in 1931.
In 1926 Rendall began what was a new life rather than a retirement. He acquired the
freehold of Butley Priory, near Woodbridge, a medieval religious foundation of which
only the gatehouse remained standing; this he restored with imagination and scholarly
care—but with characteristic indifference to its icy draughts. During his twenty-four
years of residence in this Suffolk home he was an active and influential figure in the
public life of the county.
From 1927 until the end of 1932 Rendall was a governor of the British Broadcasting

Corporation. As such he devised in 1927 the BBC's motto ‘Nation shall speak peace unto
nation’ (a felicitous adaptation of Micah 4: 3), which was set aside in the 1930s but
rightfully restored after 1946. In 1931 he also composed the Latin inscription for the
entrance hall of Broadcasting House. This time he used a direct biblical quotation,
‘Whatsoever things are beautiful …’ (Philippians, 4: 8), but around it he wove words
which are a small reminder of his mastery of the classical languages.
Almost resolutely unmarried himself, Rendall delighted in the marriages and the children
of his old pupils, and was a frequent and welcome visitor to their homes, as also to his
friends in Winchester. It was only during his last year of life that his splendid vitality was
first seen to be failing; he died suddenly in his sleep on 5 October 1950 at Oxenwood,
California Lane, Bushey Heath, Hertfordshire, and was buried in the churchyard of Great
Rollright, where were the graves also of his parents.
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Gerald Henry Rendall (1851-1945) was an English educator, born at Harrow, where his
father was assistant master. He was educated at Harrow and at Trinity College,
Cambridge, of which he became fellow and where he was lecturer and assistant tutor in
1875-80. He was principal of University College, Liverpool, and Gladstone professor of
Greek in 1880-97, and then was the first head master of Charterhouse School until 1911.
He did valuable work on earlier Christian (and contemporary) authors, publishing:
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Caröe, William Douglas (1857–1938), architect, was born on 1 September 1857 at
Holmesdale, Blundellsands, near Liverpool, the younger son of Anders Kruuse Caröe (d.
1897), Danish consul at Liverpool and a naturalized British subject, and his wife, Jane
Kirkpatrick Green (d. 1877). He was educated at Ruabon grammar school, Denbighshire,
and Trinity College, Cambridge, where he was a senior optime in the mathematical tripos
of 1879.
Caröe was articled first, in 1879, to Edmund Kirby, an architect of Liverpool, and after
one year his articles were transferred to John Loughborough Pearson, with whom he
remained on a gradually diminishing part-time basis while he built up his own practice.
In 1891 he married Grace Desborough, née Rendall (d. 1947), with whom he had one
daughter and two sons, the elder of whom was Sir Olaf Kirkpatrick Kruuse Caroe (1892–
1981), Indian administrator. It was at this period that he was responsible under Pearson
for a great deal of the detailing of Truro Cathedral. His own practice at that time included
a large amount of work in Ireland—houses, farm buildings, and stables—and his church
work in England grew rapidly. In 1885 he was appointed architect to the ecclesiastical
commissioners and the Charity Commission, where Pearson's brother-in-law Ewan
Christian was then senior architect, a post to which Caröe succeeded on Christian's death
in 1895, and which he then held for the remainder of his life. From 1897 to 1903 Caröe
was in partnership with Christian's nephew J. H. Christian, of Christian and Purday, who
designed Mombasa Cathedral (1901–4). From 1903 he went into partnership with his
assistant Herbert Passmore, who continued the work of the firm after Caröe's death, when
the latter was succeeded by his son Alban Douglas Rendall Caröe.
A vast amount of ecclesiastical work passed through Caröe's hands in these years. He
acted as consulting architect to the diocesan boards of finance of Lichfield, Canterbury,
Bath and Wells, and Newcastle upon Tyne. He was architect to the cathedrals of
Canterbury, Durham, Southwell, St David's, Brecon, and Jerusalem, and to many
churches, including Great Malvern Priory, Tewkesbury Abbey, Romsey Abbey, and St
Peter's, Wolverhampton. He built or reconstructed the archbishop's palace at Canterbury,
and the bishops' palaces at Abergwili, Southwell (1907–8), Bristol (1905; des.), St
Albans, Llandaff, Rochester, and Wolvesey (Winchester). He also designed many
substantial suburban churches, including that of St David, Exeter (1897–1900). He
designed internal fittings for many hundreds of medieval churches, including woodwork
in Winchester College chapel, and between the years 1887 and 1937 he was responsible
for the structural restoration of many medieval buildings; in 1910 he carried out
important restoration work on Tom Tower at Christ Church, Oxford, recorded in an
etching by Muirhead Bone. He designed the monuments to Archbishop Temple in
Canterbury Cathedral, to Bishop Owen in St David's Cathedral, to Bishop Satterlee and
Bishop Harding in Washington Cathedral, USA, and to Bishop Ridding in Southwell
Cathedral. He was a member of the first commission on St Paul's Cathedral in 1912, and
acted as adviser to the Norwegian government on Trondheim Cathedral.
Caröe's secular work includes the University College of South Wales and Monmouthshire
at Cardiff, the Teddington laboratories of the National Physical Laboratory, the offices of

the ecclesiastical commissioners in Millbank (1903), flats in Knightsbridge (1901),
Coleherne Court, Kensington (1901–3), 37–43 Park Street, Mayfair, boarding-houses at
Wycombe Abbey School (1898–1910), and new buildings for Trinity and Pembroke
colleges, Cambridge (1905–7).
Caröe received the order of St Olaf of Norway, and was elected a fellow of the Royal
Institute of British Architects in 1890. He was president of the Architectural Association
in 1895–6 and became a fellow of the Society of Antiquaries. His publications include
Sefton (1893) and King's Hostel, Trinity College, Cambridge (1909); he also edited ‘Tom
Tower’, Christ Church, Oxford: some Letters of Sir C. Wren to J. Fell (1923).
Caröe was a man of forceful character and great energy and business capacity. A recent
historian noted that, ‘his early churches established him as the leading Arts and Crafts
Gothic church architect outside the High Church party’ (Bettley, 2.10). His metropolitan
works in warm red brick were richly arrayed, and his remarkable offices for the church
commissioners in Millbank gave architectural expression to the theme of ‘a Church
jubilant’ (Gray, 135). In the same year as his Millbank project Caröe designed the
working men's college in Crowndale Road, London, and he took an active interest in the
work of the college. From his home at Vann, Hambledon, Surrey, he gave his
professional services gratis to community projects, and founded the Fold County Rural
Preservation Society. One of the first building conservators, this aspect of his work has
been continued by his grandson Martin Bragg Caroe FSA in the firm Caröe & Partners.
Caröe's career extended to the design of furniture and metalwork, sculpture and
embroidery. He maintained an interest in Scandinavia and was an authority on the
vikings.
Towards the end of his life Caröe retired to Cyprus, where he took an active interest in
preserving the antiquities of the island: his last published work was The Importance of
the Historical Buildings of Cyprus (1931). He died on 25 February 1938 at Latomia, a
house he had built in Kyrenia, Cyprus, and was buried in the old British cemetery in
Kyrenia.
Ian MacAlister, rev. Annette Peach
Sources J. M. Freeman, W. D. Caröe, R St O, FSA: his architectural achievement (1990)
· Dir. Brit. archs. · A. S. Gray, Edwardian architecture: a biographical dictionary (1985) ·
J. Bettley and R. Raper, eds., Catalogue of the drawings collection of the Royal Institute
of British Architects: a cumulative index (1989) · The Builder, 154 (1938), 435 · Graves,
RA exhibitors · Venn, Alum. Cant. · CGPLA Eng. & Wales (1938)
Archives Croxteth Hall and Country Park, Liverpool, letters to Captain Sir Richard
Molyneux relating to St Helen's Church, Sefton · Durham RO, corresp. and plan relating
to alterations to St Hilda's, Hartlepool · LPL, corresp. and MSS concerning Old Palace at
Canterbury · priv. coll., sketchbooks, corresp., card indexes, rolls of architectural
drawings · RIBA, nomination papers · Royal Commission on the Historic Monuments of
England, London, photographic collection

Likenesses crayon drawings, 3 Great College Street, Westminster · photographs, repro.
in Freeman, W. D. Caröe, R St O, FSA
Wealth at death £52,909 19s. 10d.: probate, 5 Aug 1938, CGPLA Eng. & Wales ·
English probate sealed in Vancouver, 2 March 1939, CGPLA Eng. & Wales
© Oxford University Press 2004–5
All rights reserved: see legal notice
Ian MacAlister, ‘Caröe, William Douglas (1857–1938)’, rev. Annette Peach, Oxford
Dictionary of National Biography, Oxford University Press, 2004; online edn, May 2005
[http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/32298, accessed 15 Aug 2007]
William Douglas Caröe (1857–1938): doi:10.1093/ref:odnb/32298

Caroe, Sir Olaf Kirkpatrick Kruuse (1892–1981), administrator in India, was born in
London on 15 November 1892, eldest of the three children of William Douglas Caröe
(1857–1938), architect and son of the Danish consul in Liverpool, and his wife, Grace
Desborough (d. 1947), daughter of John Rendall, barrister. From Winchester College,
where his maternal uncle Montague Rendall was headmaster, he won a demyship to read
classics at Magdalen College, Oxford, entering in 1911. In 1914, on the outbreak of war,
he enlisted in the Royal West Surrey regiment, rising to the rank of captain.
To his delight, Caroe spent the whole of the war in India. There, in addition to rather
tedious military duties, he began to learn Urdu and Pashto and explored Indian
architecture and landscape. India held for him a certain magic, a mixture of Edwardian
duty and the thrill of the exotic preserved from childhood readings of Kipling and Flora
Annie Steele. He was determined to return after the war. His regiment went home in
November 1919 and two months later, on 10 January 1920, he married his pre-war
girlfriend, Frances Marion (Kitty; d. 1969) , eldest child of Atherton Gwillym Rawstorne,
bishop of Whalley. Later the same year, having topped the post-war service
examinations, he returned to India as a member of the Indian Civil Service. Kitty, to
whom he was devoted, followed in 1921 with the first of their two sons.
In October 1923, after three years' service in the Punjab, Caroe managed to obtain a
transfer to the Indian political service and was posted to the North-West Frontier
Province (NWFP) as city magistrate of Peshawar. Postings in Mardan and Kohat
followed, before, in 1929, he was appointed secretary to the NWFP chief commissioner.
In April 1930 he was dispatched as acting deputy commissioner to Peshawar when the
city was paralysed by crowds protesting against the arrest of the brothers Dr Khan Sahib
and Abdul Ghaffar Khan, local leaders of the Indian National Congress. Caroe
reoccupied the city peacefully on 5 May, but trouble flared again and in one incident he
ordered troops to fire on an unruly crowd, killing about a dozen people. Although the
government saw no need to censure him (and indeed confirmed him as deputy
commissioner and in 1932 appointed him CIE), the affair was subsequently invoked by

the Congress as proof of his antipathy to Indians.
In 1933 Caroe was appointed chief secretary to the North-West Frontier Province
government and then, in 1934, deputy secretary to the government of India's foreign
(external affairs) department. In July 1939 he was promoted to foreign secretary. In this
capacity he made official visits to Afghanistan and Nepal and focused attention on India's
vulnerable north-eastern frontier, the beginning for him of an abiding interest in Tibetan
autonomy. Appointed CSI in 1941, he was promoted to KCIE in 1944 and KCSI in 1945.
In March 1946 Caroe was appointed governor of the North-West Frontier Province. The
province had a new Congress ministry headed by Dr Khan Sahib which, to Caroe's eyes,
showed dangerous signs of interfering with the executive. The viceroy, Lord Wavell, was
sympathetic, but privately he believed that Caroe had not adjusted to the idea of Britain
leaving India. As Caroe tried to guide and discipline the new ministry, rumours spread
that he favoured the Muslim League. This was not true (he had a particular dislike of
Jinnah), but he felt constrained to warn Khan Sahib that, given his Pathan constituency,
he ought not to appear to be taking instructions from plains-dwelling Hindus—advice
which led to Nehru's charge that he was unfit to be governor. As popular opposition to
the ministry swelled, Caroe pressured Khan Sahib to go to the polls, further antagonizing
Nehru. No election could be fair, Nehru argued, while an anti-Congress governor held
sway. Stung by the accusation of partiality, Caroe refused to offer his resignation, but he
was tired and, as a slightly built, sensitive man, he appeared to his colleagues to be close
to collapse. In June 1947 Mountbatten succeeded in persuading him to take two months'
leave while a provincial referendum was held. Caroe understood this to be a temporary
expedient, but afterwards, even though the province had voted to join Pakistan no offer
came for him to return to duty. With hindsight Caroe was glad he went when he did. He
thought partition a dreadful mistake, but consoled himself that he at least had retained
friends on all sides, including the Khan brothers and eventually even Nehru. In old age he
was proud to have been the only British ex-governor invited back as a state guest by both
Pakistan and India.
In retirement in Sussex Caroe championed Tibetan independence and, after the Lhasa
uprising of 1959, founded the Tibet Society of the United Kingdom, which assisted in the
resettlement of Tibetan refugees. He was also a leading member of the Royal Central
Asian Society and the Conservative Commonwealth Council. Among his friends he
counted Harold Macmillan and Lionel Curtis, for the latter of whom he wrote extensively
in the Round Table. He published several books, including Soviet Empire (1953),
intended as a riposte to left-wingers who condemned only capitalist forms of imperialism;
The Pathans (1958), which gained him the degree of LLD from Oxford; and, with Sir
Evelyn Howell, a translation from the work of the seventeenth-century Pashto poet
Khushhal Khan (1963). A devout Anglican, he also chaired the Chichester diocesan
pastoral reorganization committee.
In January 1969 Kitty died, plunging Caroe into loneliness. He continued to write on
central Asian affairs, but increasingly concentrated on putting the record straight about
his service in the North-West Frontier Province. He reworked numerous drafts of an

autobiography and responded in point-by-point detail to memoirs and monographs
published on the transfer of power era. Caroe died on 23 November 1981 in hospital, and
was privately cremated on the 27th. He was survived by his two sons, Richard and
Michael.
Katherine Prior
Sources O. Caroe, ‘Plain tales of the raj’, interview, 1974, BL OIOC · O. Caroe, ‘Five
autobiographical fragments’, BL OIOC · G. Chowdhray-Best, ‘Olaf Caroe: a memoir’,
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service’, BBC, 1974, 4909
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It is this marriage that connects the Rendall-Desborough family with David Man’s mother’s family. The
Micholls were a Jewish family some of whom converted to Christianity and quite a few of whom married
into the Samuel and other families related to David Man’s maternal side.

Adrian, Richard Hume, second Baron Adrian (1927–1995), physiologist,
was born on 16 October 1927 in Grange Road, Cambridge, the only son and
youngest of the three children of Edgar Douglas Adrian, first Baron Adrian
(1889–1977), physiologist, and his wife, Hester Agnes Adrian, daughter of
Hume Chancellor Pinsent, a solicitor in Birmingham, and his wife Ellen
Frances Pinsent. On his father's side he was descended from an earlier
Richard Adrian, a Huguenot refugee who had fled to England after the
massacre of St Bartholomew in 1572; the line of descent also includes a
surgeon who attended Sir Philip Sidney after the battle of Zutphen, clerics, a
silk weaver, and three generations of civil servants. Hester Pinsent's family
was related on her father's side to the philosopher David Hume; both she and
her mother were created DBE for their work on mental health.
Early life and education
At the age of eight Adrian went to King's College School, Cambridge, but
early in the Second World War he and his twin sister, Jennet, were sent to the
USA to live with the family of Detlev Bronk, who had worked with Adrian's
father in Cambridge and who was at that time director of the Johnson
Foundation in Philadelphia. There Adrian spent three years at Swarthmore
high school. He was, though, anxious to return to England as soon as possible
and, after graduating from high school and spending one semester at
Swarthmore College, he went home in late 1943 to join Westminster School,
still evacuated to Herefordshire. In January 1945 he entered Cambridge as an
undergraduate at Trinity College, reading for the natural sciences tripos and
choosing subjects appropriate for medicine.
As an undergraduate Adrian was greatly influenced by Alan Hodgkin, who
had just returned from his wartime work on radar and, with Andrew Huxley,
was resuming work on the mechanism of message transmission along
nerves—work which had been halted at a most promising stage by Hitler's
invasion of Poland in 1939. In his third year Adrian took the advanced course
in physiology, completed his double first, and decided that he wanted to be a
physiologist. At that time it was still conventional for physiologists to be
medically qualified, and in 1948 he went to University College Hospital,
London, to take the clinical course. He said later that he was glad to have
done so, and that it taught him many things, especially about people, that he
would not otherwise have learned. One of these things was that he did not
enjoy clinical work; he completed his medical qualifications without the full
year of house jobs that later became a prerequisite for registration. By this
time the war had been over for six years, but having been exempt from
military service during his medical training Adrian was now drafted into the
Royal Army Medical Corps and sent to the chemical defence experimental
establishment at Porton Down. There he worked on protective measures
against mustard gas and nerve gases, and on more theoretically interesting
questions about the actions of nerve gases particularly at synapses.

Released from the army early in 1954, Adrian spent four months ‘in an
extended journey in the Middle East (Turkey, Iraq, Jordan, Syria, the
Lebanon) mostly with an archaeological interest—inevitably with a growing
interest in the unsettled politics of the region’ (Adrian, 1993). This was the
start of an important facet of his life. At archaeological digs he seems to have
been a useful visitor. The archaeologist David Oates described the impression
that Adrian made on a party of visiting German archaeologists by his skill
with an esoteric piece of surveying equipment with which the visitors were
unfamiliar—a skill he had acquired the previous day.
Research into muscle behaviour
In the autumn of 1954 Adrian returned to Cambridge to begin work as a
research student in the physiological laboratory, under the supervision of
Alan Hodgkin. Within two years he had discovered a major source of error in
the standard method of using microelectrodes to determine the voltage
difference across cell membranes, and had shown how such errors could be
avoided. The fundamental problem that he was preparing to tackle, and to
whose solution over the next thirty years he was to make a massive
contribution, is called by physiologists the problem of excitation-contraction
coupling. It is to understand how the spread of excitation along the surface of
a muscle fibre activates the contractile machinery that forms the bulk of the
fibre. By the mid-1950s Hodgkin and Huxley had shown that transmission
along nerve fibres is fully explained by sequential changes in the selective
permeability of the surface membrane to sodium ions and potassium ions—
changes caused by the peculiar responses of the relevant ion channels to
changes in voltage. There was good evidence that spread of excitation along a
muscle fibre was essentially similar.
The mid-1950s also led to major advances in understanding of the contractile
machinery. In muscle the two main proteins form interdigitating sliding rods,
whose overlap increases in the presence of adenosine triphosphate and
calcium ions. Since adenosine triphosphate is always present but the
concentration of calcium ions is very low in the resting fibre, it seemed likely
that excitation-contraction coupling involved the release of calcium ions deep
within the fibre. The crucial question was: how do the changes at the surface
membrane trigger this release?
The work of microscopists had shown that the fibres of skeletal muscle
possess two systems of tubules—transverse tubules, running at right angles to
the fibre surface and opening onto that surface, and longitudinal tubules
forming a closed network within the fibre, and expanding into little ‘cisterns’
where they abut on the transverse tubules. The fluid in the cisterns is rich in
calcium ions, and one possibility was that passive spread of electrical current
from the surface of the fibre down the transverse tubules somehow released
calcium from the cisterns. By a long series of ingenious experiments and
careful mathematical analysis, however, Adrian and his colleagues showed
that passive spread of current could not explain the observed behaviour, and

that a mechanism very similar to that responsible for the conduction of an
impulse along the surface of the fibre must be responsible for conducting an
impulse along the membranes of the transverse tubules into the depths of the
fibre. They also found evidence for the movements of charged particles at the
junction between the transverse and longitudinal tubules—movements that
they suspected were involved in triggering the release of calcium ions. Later
work has confirmed their suspicions and suggests that molecules of two kinds
interact. One acts as a sensor that changes shape in response to a change of
voltage across the membrane of the transverse tubule; the other forms a
channel in the membrane of the adjacent cistern—a channel that is opened by
the change in shape of the sensor.
Although most of Adrian's work was concerned with the behaviour of normal
muscle, he and his colleagues were also interested in the rare inherited
disease myotonia congenita, first described in humans more than a century
ago but also found in goats. The characteristic feature of this disease is that
contraction of a muscle tends to persist after the cessation of voluntary effort.
A human patient cannot relax his grip; a startled goat tends to fall over. Four
myotonic goats were dispatched from Cincinnati, and the work nearly
foundered at an early stage when they arrived at London airport without any
papers. It was, the customs man explained on the telephone, against the rule
for animals to be disembarked without proper papers, and the goats would
have to be shot. Eventually, however, Adrian persuaded him that though the
goats could not properly be disembarked there could be no objection to their
being ‘disemplaned’. A detailed analysis of the electrical properties of the
muscles of these goats showed that the accumulation of potassium ions in the
transverse tubules, coupled with the (known) abnormally low chloride
permeability of the surface membrane of the muscle fibres, could account for
the continued excitation of the muscle after excitation through the nerve had
stopped. It became reasonable to assume that a similar explanation accounted
for the symptoms in human patients.
Cambridge career
Adrian was elected to a research fellowship at Corpus Christi College,
Cambridge, in 1955, and to a teaching fellowship and university
demonstratorship in the following year. A university lectureship followed in
1961, a readership (in experimental biophysics) in 1968, and (following
Adrian's election to the fellowship of the Royal Society in 1977) an ad
hominem professorship in cell physiology in 1978, the year he was also
awarded the Cambridge MD degree on the basis of published work; he had
been given an honorary doctorate by the University of Poitiers in the previous
year.
Adrian enjoyed his time at Corpus Christi and made lasting friendships there.
It was at a dinner given by the master, the physicist Sir George Thomson, that
he met a striking young Newnham research student, Lucy Caroe (b. 1935),
daughter of the architect Alban Douglas Rendall Caroe and granddaughter of

Sir William Bragg, and on 1 April 1967 she became his wife. The college still
reflected some of the conservatism of the twenty-five-year reign of the
previous master, Sir William Spens. During a period as dean of college
Adrian sometimes found it necessary to protect lively undergraduates from
crusty dons, and it was probably this that later gave him the reputation of
having been something of a ‘young Turk’. In 1961 he accepted an invitation
to become tutor for natural sciences at the newly founded Churchill College,
Cambridge, and he remained a fellow of Churchill for the next twenty years,
becoming an honorary fellow in 1985.
In 1981 Adrian was elected master of Pembroke College—an unusual
appointment, for he was not a Pembroke man. A contentious problem needing
urgent attention was the admission of women, and it is a measure of Adrian's
skill as master that by June 1982 the college had agreed to their admission,
and that this agreement had been reached with only seven votes cast against
and with no ill feeling. During the eleven years of Adrian's mastership the
academic standing of the college rose, the number of graduate students
doubled, undergraduate accommodation was increased, stonework was
cleaned, and for two years the boat club even went ‘head of the river’. The
college continued to be a very friendly society; the master, though an
agnostic, willingly and admirably performed his duties in chapel; and Lucy
Adrian was an excellent hostess in the master's lodge while continuing her
work as a fellow of Newnham.
At the time Adrian was master of Pembroke, the vice-chancellor of the
university held office for only two years and was chosen from among the
heads of the colleges. In 1985 Adrian was an obvious choice. He had
succeeded his father in the House of Lords in 1977, like him choosing to sit
on the cross-benches. In 1979 he became a founder member of the House of
Lords select committee on science and technology, and by 1985 he was also a
member of the Home Office committee on animal experiments, a trustee of
the British Museum and of the Natural History Museum, a member of the
British Library board, chairman of the governing body of the Agricultural and
Food Research Council's Animal Virus Research Institute, and a member of
the governing bodies of Imperial College and of Westminster School. He had
also been an extremely influential member of the House of Lords select
committee on the Laboratory Animals Protection Bill, had served on the
council of the Royal Society and on the Medical Research Council's
neurosciences board, and had represented Cambridge University on the
General Medical Council.
As vice-chancellor Adrian was independent, conscientious, and wellinformed. He was an excellent chairman, invariably courteous and fair,
saying rather little but always effectively, and ready to oppose pressure
groups if he felt they were not pursuing useful policies. His main anxieties
were eloquently summarized in his annual addresses, which he wrote himself,

being one of the last vice-chancellors to do so. His first concern was the
financial stringency caused by the decrease in real terms of the government
grant; and his second was the increasingly dirigiste attitude to individual
universities of the government, the University Grants Committee (UGC), and
the Committee of Vice-Chancellors and Principals: ‘It used to be said that the
UGC was a characteristic British device for insulating universities from
Government. We delude ourselves if we continue in that belief’ (Adrian,
1986). Adrian felt strongly that universities would remain independent only if
they could raise a much greater fraction of their funds from non-government
sources, and while he was vice-chancellor two major steps were taken
towards this aim. A development office was set up, and a company was
created through which the university could profit from commercial
developments arising from research in its various departments. In addition,
five new professorships were established, four of them with the help of new
benefactions, and the first interdisciplinary research centre (in
superconductivity) was started. The administrative machinery at the core of
the university was also strengthened: the comatose long-term planning
committee was reconstituted under the chairmanship of the vice-chancellor,
and a small vice-chancellor's advisory group was formed. Adrian's main
contribution to opposing the government's dirigiste tendency, though, came
not during his vice-chancellorship but two years later, during the House of
Lords' discussion of the Education Reform Act of 1988, when he played an
important part in limiting the government's powers to interfere in the
academic work of the universities.
Final years and character
During his period as vice-chancellor Adrian sometimes expressed hopes of
getting back to work in the laboratory. Instead, however, his administrative
roles multiplied: he was president of the Research Defence Society, trustee of
the Daiwa Anglo-Japanese Foundation, member of the council of
management of the Baring Foundation, British representative on the Council
of Scientists' Human Frontier Science Program Organization. In 1990 he took
a year's sabbatical leave from the university to become prime warden of the
Goldsmiths' Company, and in 1992, approaching the age of sixty-five, he
retired from both his professorship and the mastership of Pembroke. In 1993
he was appointed deputy lieutenant of Cambridgeshire. In that year he and
Lucy were to visit Melbourne, where he had been invited to lecture, but he
became ill with an abdominal cancer, from which he died at the Evelyn
Hospital, Cambridge, on 4 April 1995. He was buried on 11 April in the
churchyard of St Margaret's Church, Cley-next-the-Sea, Norfolk. A memorial
service was held at the church of Great St Mary, Cambridge, on 24 June
1995. There were no children of his marriage, and the peerage became extinct
on his death.
It is easier to say what Adrian achieved than what sort of person he was. The
portrait by Daphne Todd in the hall at Pembroke is a good likeness but it
portrays him as austere and patrician, and he was rarely either. Tall,

handsome, and distinguished-looking, with an invariably courteous manner
and wide general interests ranging from archaeology and Middle Eastern
politics to joinery and English silver, he was genuinely diffident about his
own remarkable achievements. And though he confessed to having enjoyed
climbing, sailing, skiing, and ‘driving fast cars fast’, he insisted that ‘in none
of these was I any better than average’ (Adrian, 1981). He was an
entertaining companion, with an excellent dry sense of humour. Speaking as
prime warden in the gilded magnificence of the newly refurbished
Goldsmiths' Hall, he explained to the decorated diners how glad the company
was to be back in its own premises: ‘Be it ever so humble, there's no place
like home’. And going through old correspondence, he found copies of a
letter written by his father to Lucy's parents at the time of her engagement to
Richard. ‘There were’, he said, ‘three drafts, each warmer and more
spontaneous than the last’. The strength of Adrian's character is perhaps most
clearly shown in a long letter to a friend and former colleague, written as he
lay dying of cancer. It is devoid of self-pity, concerned for Lucy, detachedly
accurate in the clinical aspects, and gently amusing in discussing day-to-day
events.
Ian Glynn
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Margaret Rendall born 13 Aug 1857

Edward, Margaret, Ellen Fanny Rendall Feb 1861

Ellen Fanny Rendall 1870 wife of Gerald Henry

Mary Evelyn Rendall 1870

Margaret Rendall 13 years Aug 13 1870

Grace Desborough Rendall May 1870

SOME RENDALLS ON THE CENSUSES

Harriet Rendall, widow on the 1851 census with her two unmarried sons, one of whom, John, married
Fanny Desborough.

John Rendall, Barrister at Law, and his family on the 1871 Census

Henry Rendall, Pastor, on the 1861 with wife Ellen H. and sons Charles, Edward, and Herbert

John Rendall and family on the 1881 Census

Henry Rendall and family on the 1871 census with sons Bernard, Godfrey, Vernon, Seymour

Frederic Rendall 1871

Fredric Rendall 1901 Census

