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-Question of the Establishment of STeam CoMMUNICATION WITH INDIA, is one
h has been agitated with greater or less activity for a series of years.’ Among the
Community, both- “British and Native, it has long been felt a subject of
rest, and has given rise to very animated and varied discussion, while it has
cted at different periods the notice of the local Government, and drawn from the
est sources the most decisive testimonials to its practicability and value.

A feeling so general in India, 2 Country where little disposition for change usually
, could not fail to extend to Great Britain, whose people, equally interested in
¢ question with those of India, are heading the career of Commercial and Scientific
rprise in an age, distinguished, beyond all preceding ones, by the boldness and
scess with which the two objects are combined and pursued.

‘On the 14th July, 1834, a Committee of the House of Commons was appointed
0 nqume into the Practicability and Expediency of Establishing, on a Permanent
oting, 2 system of Steam Communication with India. After a laborious enquiry,
d the examination of many Witnesses, the Committee passell the following : —

1st. Resorvep, That it is the opinion of this Committee, -that a reorulah and expeditious communica-
n with India, by means of Steam Vessels, is an object of great importance, both to Great Britain and
dlﬂ. = 3

““9nd. ResoLvep, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that Steam I\avuranon between Bombay
Snez, having, in five successive seasons,- been brought to the test of experiment, (the expense of which
seen borne by the Indian Government exclusively), the practicability of an expeditious communication by
ine during the North East Monsoon has been estabhshed %

th-west Monsoon but that it appears from the evidence before the Committee, that the commumcatxon
camed on during eight months of the year : June, J uly, August, and September, being excepted, or

4th. ResoLvep, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the experiments which have been made
en attended with very great expense ; but, that from the evidence before the Committee it appears,
by proper arrangements, the expense may be materially reduced : and, under that impression, it is
'ent that measures should be immediately taken for the regular establishment of Steam Communication

£bh- done to carry it into effect. The Indian Community have felt deeply the disap-
atment of their hopes—Meetmgs have been held in almost every part of that vast

e prevalent on the subject. As the advantage to the British Islands would be, at
“as great as to India, it is not doubted that the desire of the latter Country will
et by a corresponding one in this. It cannot be believed that the authorities
can be insensible to the great benefits which would result from the plan, or that
y are mdlfferent to their realization. They have probably waited until the call of
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the Indian Community is confirmed by public opinion in this Country, and when tha
shall have been unequivocally expressed, there can be little doubt of their assent. j;
rests then, in a great degree, with the people of Great Britain to give, or to withholq
this great public convenience, viz. a full and comprehensive system of communicatio;1
by Steam, with all parts of India, upon the terms recommended by the Committe,
above alluded to. :

CIRCULAR PUBLISHED IN CALCUTTA,

April, 1836. AP

THE accompanying copies of a Petition to the House of Commons, and of Memorials to the Board ¢
Control, and the Court of Directors of the East India Company, praying for the immediate establishment ¢f
a Steam Communication by way of the Red Sea, between the four principal parts of India, namely, Bombay,
Galle, Madras, and Calcutta, and England, are circulated in full confidence that an appeal from sever;]
thousands of their fellow-subjects in this distant country, a great portion of whom are cut off from the lang
of their birth and their affections, by an interval between their correspondence with their friends and con.
nexions, of ten to twelve months, will meet with sympathy and support from all classes at home.

To those who have spent any portion of their lives in this country, and have returned to their native home,
nothing need be said touching the value and importance, in every point of view, of shortening that intervil
one-half,

To those who have never experienced the anxiety arising from such a separation from their dearest
connexions, and to those who may hitherto never have had occasion to give the subject any consideration at
all, it may be necessary, biiefly to notice the vast importance of the establishment of a thorough and
complete Steam Communication between England and all parts of India.

The value of such a communication to natives of the British Isles, whose lot is cast in India, from
the Governor General himself to the humblest individual, has been referred to, and there are mans
in England who will, from the experience of their own anxiety, readilz concur in feeling the value of such
early information.

But great and important as may be the advantages of such a communication to such persons, includinz
every single individual, male and female, of British birth, they are in reality nothing in the scale of adva-
tages which must necessarily result to both Countries, from Steam Communication between England aé
ALL PARTS OF INDra, if established on those principles alone, which have in like cases been found ¥
answer, namely, Speed, Regularity, Security, and the Junction of all Places of Importance interested
the mutual intercourse.

A reference to the incalculable benefits which have arisen in England during the last Seventy Yeir
from the increased facilities of intercourse, derived from—first, The Establishment of Mail Coaches, ané
their extension to all the most distant parts of the country, with the consequent improvement of the Roadf’
then the Canals—, and, finally, the establishment of Steam Vessels, as well for Coast as Inland Navigatior”
and, above all, that of Rail Roads is sufficient to show the truth of Lord William Bentinck’s opinion, ths!
the advantages, direct and indirect, for Steam Communication between England and India are so great, the
they ¢ would be cheaply bought at any price.”

If the general shortening of the time required for intercourse, personal and written, between the sever®
places in England, having mutual relations, has been productive of such great advantages, it is easy ‘0.’."
that a similar reduction in the periods of intercourse between two such countries as England and Brit
India, cannot fail to induce like advantages in the ratio of their far more extended, and far more impo’
mutual interests and duties.

' e con ¥
To India, England is indebted for wealth, for fame, and in some degree, for the prominent Smw‘fli
holds among the Nations of the World. In return, she has a duty to perform to the countless ml
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